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EDITORS' PREFACE.

There are now before the public many Commentaries,

written by British and American divines, of a popular or

homiletical character. T/ie Cambridge Bible for Schools^

the Handbooks for Bible Classes and Private Students^ The

Speaker's Commentaryy The Popular Commentary (Schaff),

The^ Expositor's Bible^ and other similar series, have their

special place and importance. But they do not enter into

the field of Critical Biblical scholarship occupied by such

series of Commentaries as the Kurzgefasstes exegetisches

Handbuch zum A. T.; De Wette's Kurzgefasstes exegetisches

Handbuch zum N. T; Meyer's Kriiisch-exegetischer Kom-

mentar; Keil and Delitzsch's Biblischer Commentar uher das

A. T.; Lange's Theologisch-homiletisches Bibelwerk; Nowack*s

Handkommentar zum A. T. ; Holtzmann's Handkommentar

zum N, T, Several of these have been translated, edited,

and in some cases enlarged and adapted, for the English-

speaking public ; others are in process of translation. But

no corresponding series by British or American divines

has hitherto been produced. The way has been prepared

by special Commentaries by Cheyne, Ellicott, Kalisch,

Lightfoot, Perowne, Westcott, and others ; and the time has

come, in the judgment of the projectors of this enterprise,

when it is practicable to combine British and American

scholars in the production of a critical, comprehensive



EDITORS PREFACE

Commentary that will be abreast of modern biblical scholar-

ship, and in a measure lead its van.

Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons of New York, and Messrs.

T. & T. Clark of Edinburgh, propose to publish such a

series of Commentaries on the Old and New Testaments,

under the editorship of Prof. C. A. Briggs, D.D., in America,

and of Prof. S. R. Driver, D.D., for the Old Testament, and

the Rev. Alfred Plummer, D.D., for the New Testament,

in Great Britain.

The Commentaries will be international and inter-con-

fessional, and will be free from polemical and ecclesiastical

bias. They will be based upon a thorough critical study of

che original texts of the Bible, and upon critical methods of

interpretation. They are designed chiefly for students and

clergymen, and will be written in a compact style. Each

book will be preceded by an Introduction, stating the results

of criticism upon it, and discussing impartially the questions

r>till remaining open. The details of criticism will appear

in their proper place in the body of the Commentary. Each

rjection of the Text will be introduced with a paraphrase,

or summary of contents. Technical details of textual and

[philological criticism will, as a rule, be kept distinct from

matter of a more general character ; and in the Old Testa-

ment the exegetical notes will be arranged, as far as

possible, so as to be serviceable to students not acquainted

with Hebrew. The History of Interpretation of the Books

will be dealt with, when necessary, in the Introductions,

with critical notices of the most important literature of

the subject. Historical and Archaeological questions, as

well as questions of Biblical Theology, are included in the

plan of the Commentaries, but not Practical or Homiletical

Exegesis. The Volumes will constitute a uniform series.
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PREFACE,

I SEND this laborious volume to the press with a clear sense

of its limitations. But on this subject no more need be said
;

the shortcomings of the work will be at least as evident to

others as to myself.

The books that I have used most for the purpose of the

commentary are those of Alford, Kiihl, and von Soden, that

of Dr. Hort for part of the First Epistle of St. Peter, that of

Spitta for 2 Peter and Jude.^ Of Introductions I know at

first hand only those of Salmon, B. Weiss, Westcott, Jiilicher,

and Zahn, the excellent articles of Dr. Chase in Hastings'

Dictionary of the Bible^ and Harnack's Chronologic, No one

can write of the early Church without feeling how greatly he

has been helped in an infinity of directions by the eminent

scholar last named.

But the apparatus of a commentator on the New Testa-

ment ought to be much wider than it usually is. The Anti-

nomians with whom we meet in 2 Peter and Jude cannot be

understood from the New Testament alone. To see what

they were we must turn not merely to Corinthians, Thessa-

lonians, or the Apocalypse, but to the lives of Luther and

Wesley, to the times of Eckhart, Tauler and Ruysbroek, or

to such books as Barclay's Inner Life ofthe Religious Societies

of the Commonwealth. Every great religious upheaval repro-

* Valuable summaries of the Literature are found—for i and 2 Peter,

Hastings' D. of the B., vol. iii. pp. 817, 818 ; for Jude, vol. ii. pp. 805, 806,

and Smith's D. ofthe B.y vol. i. p. 1839, ed. 1893.

'^^lOS
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duces the same phenomena. There can be no doubt that

they existed also in apostolic times. The Gnostics again,

with whom these Antinomians have been confounded, cannot

be understood without some acquaintance with the magic
and devil-worship which reigned throughout the Greco-

Roman world. For this we must go to Plutarch, Apuleius,

Lucian, the Neo-Platonists, or the papyri. Deissmann, in

his Bibelstudien, gives some specimens of magical formulae,

and the Pistis Sophia will show how the sacred names of the

Bible and of the heathen mythology were mixed up together.

At this moment in Hayti there are Gnostics who blend

Vaudoux, or snake-worship, with Roman Catholicism, and
it is probable that the same kind of " syncretism " is known
to missionaries in other quarters. The Gnosticism of the

Greeks and Orientals was probably not quite so sinister as

that of the Haytian negroes, but it belonged to the same
family.

A point which gives the commentator much trouble is

the nature of the Greek with which he has to deal. It is

Vulgar Greek, but this is a most indefinite term. There is

(i) the Greek that was written by men of education, by
Epictetus, Plutarch, Dio Chrysostom, Lucian, Clement of

Alexandria. In this there are many new words and expres-

sions, and the niceties of Attic grammar are relaxed ; at the

same time the old classics exercise a strong influence over

the writer's mind. (2) Again there is colloquial Greek,

which, as it was spoken in Egypt, we see fresh from the

source in the Oxyrhynchus Papyri, published by Grenfell and
Hunt. (3) There is, again, the colloquial Greek as written

by Jews, whose grammar and phraseology were more or less

influenced by the Septuagint and the genius of the Hebrew
tongue. (4) Again we have to take into account the force

of Christian usage, which coined many new terms of its own.

(5) Finally, there are perceptible differences in the linguistic

habits of the New Testament writers themselves. Con-

stantly we have to ask whether any inference can be drawn
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from the presence or absence of the article, what sense is to

be attached to a (in or an h, whether such a phrase as xpiaii

^'ka6(pnthiai is Hebrew or Greek, whether ii* Xp/drf is Pauline

or liturgical. Much has been done in later years to simplify

these questions. The admirable Concordance of Hatch and
Redpath is often the best of commentaries. Field has done

much good service, and books like Deissmann's Bibelstudien

{pi which an English translation has recently been published

by Messrs. T. & T. Clark) are of great use. Finally, Dr.

Blass has earned the gratitude of all commentators by his

Grammar. It is the work of one who with a profound

knowledge of classical Greek combines a large and accurate

acquaintance with the language of the New Testament, and

no book shows so clearly, what we want especially to know,

the difference between the two.

Some of my readers may be startled, or even shocked, by

the view taken in this volume of the relation between the

two great apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul. It has not been

adopted hastily, nor is it, I trust, irreverent. But it will not

be accepted by anyone who regards the Didache as belong-

ing to the first or even to the second century. My own
conviction is that it belongs to the fourth. According as

the reader accepts one view or the other, his conception of

the early history of the Church will be fundamentally

different.

As regards the relation between St. Peter and St. Paul

again, there is need of a wider historical sense than is usually

brought to bear upon the question. The difference between

the two apostles was, as I believe, practically that which

divided Hooker from Cartwright. I say practically, as

meaning that a strictly Pauline Church would, in the details

of worship and discipline, approximate very closely to the

ideal of the Puritans. It would be built upon the theory of

direct and personal inspiration, not upon that of indirect

and corporate inspiration. These two theories produce

very different results in the way of organisation, as, in fact,
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everybody knows. I have called St. Paul a Mystic and St
Peter a Disciplinarian, not because the latter was not truly

inspired, but because his inspiration was of a different type,

of that type which is on amicable terms with reason, edu-

cation, and law.

People often tell one that the more Mysticism is explained

the more obscure it becomes. It is a natural difficulty, be-

cause up to a certain point all Christians are Mystics, as

indeed are many who are not Christians at all. I may refer

all those who wish for light upon this perplexing question to

the excellent Bampton Lectures of my friend Mr. Inge. Or
they may consider the difference between Law's Serious Call

and his Spirit of Prayer, Or they may read the Sermons

of Tauler, or that most instructive book the Journal of

George Fox. Or they may ask themselves that question, on

the answer to which everything turns, what they mean by

the right -^f private judgment, on what it rests, and how far

it extends.

No man may presume to ask whether St. Peter or St.

Paul was the greater saint. Nor can we ask whether the

Pauline or the Petrine spirit is the more profitable for our

times, for this, too, God alone knows. But, as we read the

second chapter of Galatians, we cannot fail to be struck by

the remarkable fact that St. Peter made no reply, nor can we
well avoid the attempt to see what he might have said for

himself, if he had thought it wise to take up the glove.

Further, every Christian ought to ask which of these great

apostles speaks more directly to his own soul. If it be Paul,

let us be sure that we know what Freedom means, where it

meets and where it parts from Law. If it be Peter, let us be

sure that we know where Discipline begins and where it

ends, lest for others, and indeed for ourselves, it become a

yoke too heavy to be borne.

Like all brethren of the guild of students, I owe more

than I can tell, to more people than I can name. It has

been my desire to acknowledge all debts. But the great
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libraries are not easy of access to a dweller in the country,

and often, from lack of intercourse with fellow-labourers, one

does not even hear of good books. In this way, not only is

much valuable information missed, but it becomes impossible

to render the due tribute of respect and appreciation to

those who have tilled the same ground beforehand. If there

is any scholar who may think that I have been vending his

wares without his trade-mark, I trust he will accept this

imperfect apology. But I must tender special thanks to the

Rev. Dr. Plummer, Master of University College, Durham,

who has revised all the proofs with laborious care, and whose

learning and judgment have been exceedingly helpful at

many points ; and to those eminent and most courteous

scholars, the Rev. Dr. Sanday and the Rev. Dr. Driver, who
have been most kind in answering questions as to which I

was very much in the dark.

With these words of explanation and gratitude the book

must go forth to face the world. Whatever be its fate, it is

a sincere and humble endeavour to promote the interests of

scholarship, edification, and peace.

CHARLES BIGa

Fknmy Compton, June 29, 1901.
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THE

EPISTLES OF PETER AND JUDE

INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF
ST. PETER.

I I. THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES.

The group of Epistles in which i Peter occupies a place is variousl)

known as Catholic^ Canonic^ or Apostolic.

The title Catholic is used by the Council of Laodicea, Chry-
sostom, Johannes Damascenus, Ebed Jesu, Cyril of Jerusalem,

Epiphanius, the Alexandrine Codex, Athanasius, Gregory Nazianzen,

Amphilochius, Leontius, Nicephorus.

Canonic is used by Junilius, Gelasius (according to two MSS.),

John of Salisbury, Hugo of St Victor, and by the Liber Pontificalis

(see Duchesne).
Apostolic is used by Gelasius (according to the reading pre-

ferred by Bishop Westcott), and perhaps also by Ebed Jesu.

The title Catholic appears to be understood by Ebed Jesu as

signifying the universal acceptance of the Epistles. His words are

:

" Tres etiam Epistolae quae inscribuntur

Apostolis in omni codice et lingua,

Jacobo scilicet et Petro et Joanni

;

Et Catholicae nuncupantur."

But Leontius explains it differently : KaOokiKox h\ iK\T^6r}<rav iirei^

ov Trpos tv l^fos €ypa<f>rj(rav, w? at rov HavAov, dXXa KaOoXov xpos

TTcivTa. This, however, can hardly be the true explanation, for

James, i and 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, all have a limited address,

and there can be little doubt that i John and Jude are also intended

for a definite circle of readers.

Canonic is understood by Junilius to mean " containing the rule

z
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of faith "
: Qui libri ad simplicem doctrinam pertinent ? Canonici

septemdecim. . . . Quae sunt perfectae auctoritatis ? Quae canonica
in singulis speciebus absolute numeravimus.

The references for this section will be found in Westcott,

On the Canon of the New Testament, Appendix D.
Canonic appears to be the Western title, Catholic the Eastern.

The two words probably mean the same thing, " included in the

Canon," " universally received," " orthodox."

The order of the books in the New Testament varies greatly in

different authorities.

In the Greek MSS. it is usually Gospels, Acts, Catholic Epistles,

Pauline Epistles, Apocalypse.

In the Sinaitic MS. and Peshito Version it is Gospels, Pauline

Epistles, Acts, Catholic Epistles, Apocalypse.

In the Canones Aposfolici, the Memphitic and Sahidic Versions,

it is Gospels, Pauline Epistles, Catholic Epistles, Acts, Apocalypse.

In the Muratorian Fragment the order is apparently (see next

section) Gospels, Acts, Pauline Epistles, Catholic Epistles, Apoca-
lypse. This is the prevalent usage in the West. There are

numerous variations of minor importance. (See Gregory and
Abbot, p. 132 sqq.)

Since the fourth century the generally received order of the

Catholic Epistles has been James, Peter, John, Jude, but there are

many ancient variations which will be found in Gregory and Abbot,

pp. 138, 139.

§ 2. VOCABULARY AND STYLE OF THE FIRST EPISTLE
OF ST. PETER.

The vocabulary of the Epistle is remarkable as containing a
large number of words which are not used by any other of the New
Testament writers. The list of them is as follows

:

dya^oTToito, dya^OTroios^, dScX^oiTys^, dStKcos^, dSoXos, aurxpoKcpBm,
dAAorptoeirio-KOTTOS, d/>tapdvTiyo5, afi.(ipavTOs;\ dvaycvvdv^, dvay/cao-rtos,

ava^diu'vva-OaL^j dvd;(V(ns, av€K\dkr)To<Sy dvTtXotSopetv, aTroyLV€(r9ai%

airovifxeiv^, d7rpocra>7roA.r;7rra)s, dperat^, dpriyivuTiTO^f apxiiroLfiriv^j /Siovv^f

yvvaLK€Los}j iyKOfx^ova-Qai (eyKoA,7rov(r^at), c/attAoki;, €v8va'L<i\ l^ayyiX-

Xciv^, l^€p€vvav^, CTTcpwTiy/xa^, c7rtfcdA.u/x,)u,a^, cttiXoittos^, cTri/x-aprvpciv^,

€9ro7rrcv€tv^, icpctrcv/Aa^, fcA.€os^, K\^poi, Kparaios^, KTia-Trjs}, /xwAwj/^^,

otvot^Xuyta, 6fx6<ppu)V, OTrXC^idOav^y TraTpo7rapoiSoTO<;, Trcpt^ccrts^, TroTos}^

wpoOv/JiOi'i^y TrpofxapTVpearOaiy tttotjo-ls}, pv7ro<;\ (rdevow, (nropa}j crvfiira-

6^<i^, (TVfXTrp€Cr^VT€p09y CrW€/cA.€KTOS, CrVJ'Ol/CCtV^, Ta7r€Lv6(f>p(i)V^y T€A.€t(OS^,

vTroypa/xfiosi^y v7roXt/*irai/€iK, ^tXdSeX^os^, <f)L\6(f>p(t}v (v.l, in iiL 8),

&pve(TOaL\

They number in all sixty-two. Words marked Q) are found in
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the Septuaglnt. Words marked {^) are found in one of the other

Greek versions of the Old Testament.

'Avayevv7/^€ts occurs Only as a doubtful variant for irapayevrjOeU

in the preface to Sirach. Some MSS. appear to have read this word
in John iv. 3, 5, but here it is possibly borrowed from St. Peter.

What observations are necessary on these words will be found

in the Notes. Here we may remark that the language and the

thoughts of the author are deeply tinged by the influence of the

Greek Old Testament. He appears to have had a special predilec-

tion for Maccabees, with which he has many words in common
{KaTaf^oXrj, SLacnropdf a/xiavTos, 8o^at, a.va(TTpo^rj, irapoiKLa, tcparcvjaa,

7r€pL€)(0>, aperat, VTroypa/A/xo?, TTTOTjorLS, aTTOve/xciv, a-v/XTraOi^^, i€vit,€iVf

KTia-TTj^, dSeXc^OTrys), and for Wisdom (d<f>0apTO<;j dfXLavTOSy afxdpavTO<s).

His vocabulary is marked by a certain dignity and elevation. It

shows no trace of the Atticist affectation which was common in the

second century, but is such as might have been employed by a well-

read Jew of good social standing in the first.

The Hebraisms which occur are neither many nor harsh. We
find eA-TTt^ctv cTTt (i. 13); T€Kva VTTaKo^s (1. 14); Ttt? 6(T^va^ ttJs

Siavota? (i. 13); a.Trpoa-(D7roXT^7no)<; (i. 17); prj/ia Kvpcov (\. 25); Aaos

€is TrepLTTOLrja-LV (ii. 9) ; (TKevo^ (iii. 7) ; TropevecrOat iv (iv. 3), and SO on

;

but there is nothing to suggest that the writer habitually spoke or

thought in Hebrew, or that he was translating from a Hebrew original.

There are no Latinisms.

What may be called the new Christian vocabulary appears, of

course. We find XptOTiavo?, paTn-LO-fxa, dyaTTttv, ttlo-tl^, cvayycXi^civ,

dXrjOeia, €kA.€ktos, ^vAov, Trpoyvooo-t?, dyiatr/ios, 7retpacr/xos, 7TTCv//,a,

rrpea-jSvTepo^j TaTrcivo?, KXyjpot, and Other words might be added.

But we do not meet with voyao?, lirCa-KOTro^, ^lolkovo^;, iKKXrja-ia,

There is no mention of the Christian Prophet, or of Widows or

Orphans. Nor do we find any of those words which belong especi-

ally to the circle of St. Paul's ideas (StxaioOv and its family : d/cpo-

^variia, TrcptTO/xiy : iWoyeLV : dvaKecfiaXaLoixrOaL : vloOcaria : TrXrjpuyfia :

fivoTrjpiov : dppal3(i)V : TrapoLTrruifia, TrapdjSaa-LS, irapa/3dT7]<s : irpo6i(Ti%

TrpoopL^€LV : Kav)^ia.crOai : KarapycLv : aTavp6<s, cTTavpovv : //.optfir] : t,vfin] :

ypdjxjjxi.^ and SO forth).

What grammarians note as vulgarisms or colloquialisms of later

Greek are present, but not in any striking degree. There are a few

words of late coinage, like KaOd)<Sj vTroXt/xTrdveiv. The terminations

-/xa and -/Aos are confused; thus we have v7roypaixfi6<s for vtto-

ypa/x/Att, and some words, e.g. Trpo/xaprvpeo-^at, hoKL/xioVf seem to

be incorrectly used. But, generally speaking, the orthography

and grammar are not bad. In some points, indeed, there is

remarkable correctness in the writer's use.

Thus the particle fj^ev occurs six times, and is always followed

by Bl
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The article is employed in more classical style than by any other

writer of the New Testament. Take, for instance, the quite

Thucydidean clause in iii. 3, 6 e^wOev c/xttAok^s TpL)(p)v KaX TrepiOia-eoai

XpvcTLtov rj evSutretos l/xaTioiv K6(Tp.o<i, and eight times he uses the nice

arrangement exemplified in the phrase tov t^? TrapotKtas v^uliv xp^^^^
(i. 17, iii. I, 3, 20, iv. 14, V. i dts, 4). In iv. 3 he has to ^ovXrjjjLa

T(x)v iOvuiVf the collocation which in the rest of the New Testament is

almost universal.

Still more striking is the refined accuracy of his use of ws in

i. 1 9, a)S afxvov dfjitofiov kol acnriXov Xptarov : ii. 1 6, firj ws €7rtKaA.u/x/xa

expvT€<i T^s KaKLas Tr)v kXcvOcpiav : iii. 7, ws do-^evcorepo) cTKevct tco ywai-

Kcio). In the first passage Xptarov ws a/x-vov oljxwijlov koL acnrlXov would

be Greek, but the masters of style prefer the arrangement followed

by Peter ; for instance, Plato, Laws, 905 B, ws iv KaTOTrrpois atrcov

rats Trpa^ccrtv, compare Diognetus^ vi. 6, Karkxpvrai w? Iv (jipovpa tw
Koa/xio : Josephus, Anf. xviii. 9. 5, ws vzro Kp€LTTovo<s KaKOv rrjs

eTnOvfua^ viKoifievov. This Subtlety was a stumbling-block in later

Greek (see Cobet, Variae Lectiones, pp. 163, 532). I find no other

instance of this nicety in the New Testament except in Hebrews,
xii. 7, a)s viois vyXv 7rpo(T<l>iperaL 6 ©cos. Peter himself follows the

other, to us more natural, order in ii 12, KaToXaXova-iv vfjixav &9
KaKOTTOUaV,

On the other hand, Peter constantly omits the article altogether,

especially in the case of a noun used with another noun in the

attributive genitive,

—

iv ayiaa-fi^ Ilvcv/xaros, cis pavna-fiov atfuiTOS,

i. 2 ; 8l ava(TTOL(r€o}<s 'Ir/o-ov Xpto-rov, i. 3 ; cv airoKoXvxpu 'Iryo-ov Xptorov,

i. 7 ; a-wTr)pLav i/^v^wv, i. 9 ; iv rj/xepa c7rto-K07r^9, ii. 1 2,—but also with

single nouns, Trvev/jxi aytov, i. 12; ©cos, passim ; iv Kaipw ccrxaTo),

i* 5 J yP^^Vi ii* ^ y
yvvoLKc^j iii. i ; ayyeXot, i. 1 2 ; v€KpuiVf i. 3 ;

^(oi/TttS fcal v€KpovSf iv. 5 ; ttolklXt]^ ;j(apiT0S, iv. lO ; Xoyia, iv. lo

;

7rp€(r^vT€pov<;, V. I. Some of these may be instances of that dropping

of the article before familiar words or in current phrases which is

common in all Greek writers ; in some again there may be a doubt
whether the absence of the article does not give the noun a qualita-

tive force, whether, for instance, ayycAot, in i. 1 2, means " the

angels," or "even angels," "such wonderful beings as angels."

But there are cases where no reason can be found, and where the

attempt to find one only leads to mistranslation.

As elsewhere in the New Testament, fiy is used with the

participle where classic usage would exact ov ; see i. 8, iv. 4 ; but

we have oIk iSoktc?, i. 8.

It is doubtful whether any distinction is made between the

present and the aorist imperative in ii. 17.

'Ii/a is followed once by the fut. ind. (iii. i) ; elsewhere invariably

by the subjunctive, whatever the tense of the principal verb.

Very few connecting particles are employed. "Apa, ye, iirtCf
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ETTctS^, re, S^, irovy irws, do not occur. Nor is av to be found in the

Epistle. This fact alone is sufficient to show that the writer was
not a Greek.

The writer of the Epistle was probably unable to produce such
work as we see in the highly finished preface to St. Luke's Gospel.

Nevertheless he was quite awake to the difference between good
Greek and bad, and used the language with freedom and a not

inconsiderable degree of correctness. It follows almost necessarily

that St. Peter cannot have written the Epistle himself. The
apostle could not speak even his own native tongue with refined

precision, but was easily recognised by dialect or accent as a

Galilaean (Matt. xxvi. 73; Mark xiv. 70; Luke xxii. 59). He
struck his own countrymen as an unlearned and ignorant man
(Acts iv. T 3), and it is not probable that he ever acquired an easy

mastery of Greek, for primitive tradition represents him as making
use of Mark as interpreter (Papias in Eus. H. E. iii 39. 15;
Irenaeus, iii. i. i ; 10. 6). Basilides the Gnostic pretended to have

learned some part of his doctrine from Glaucias, " the interpreter of

Peter" (Clem. Al. Strom, vii. 17. 106) ; and though this is fiction, it

testifies to the prevalent belief of the early Church that St Peter

shrank from the effort of literary composition in Greek. On the

other hand, the Epistle shows no trace of translation, and we may
dismiss with confidence Jerome's view (Epist. ad Hedib, 150) that

it was originally written in Aramaic.

It is highly probable that the Epistle as it stands is the work of

an " interpreter," and this was the general view held by scholars of

the last generation (Semler, Eichhorn, Ewald, W. Grimm, Renan,
Weisse; in recent times Kiihl). Opinions differ as to who the

interpreter was. Many have fixed upon St. Mark, guided by the

old tradition which makes him the ipfxyjvev^ of Peter. But the

evangelist was probably not the only friend who helped the apostle

in literary composition, and the style of the Epistle is very unlike

that of the second Gospel. It is more probable that the interpreter

was Silvanus ; indeed this may very well be the meaning of the

words Sia 'ZiXovavov vfiLv typaxl/a (v. 12). Kiihl insists that hid can

only denote the bearer, not the draughtsman of the Epistle. But
he is certainly mistaken in thus limiting the sense of the pre-

position. Dionysius of Corinth (in Eus. H. E. iv. 23. 11) speaks of

the Epistle of Clement as y]iixv 8ia KX^/x-cvto? ypa^cto-av, meaning
clearly that Clement was the mouthpiece or interpreter of the

Church of Rome. It is quite possible that St. Peter's phrase is to

be understood in the same way. At the same time, Silvanus might

be, and probably was, the bearer as well as the draughtsman of the

Epistle.

Neither is it certain what was the precise function of the

"interpreter." He would be more than an amanuensis (viroy/aa^cvs,
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raxvypd<fio<i), such as was employed by St. Paul, Origen, and indeed
most ancient writers ; but how much more we cannot say. We
might suppose that the apostle dictated in Aramaic, and that

Silvanus expressed the substance in his own Greek. In this sense

King Oswald served Aidan as interpres uerbi caelestis (Bede, H. E.
iii. 3 ; see Mr. Plummer's note). Or the apostle may have dictated

in Greek— St. Peter must have been able to speak the language in

some degree—and the interpreter may have altered and corrected

his expressions more or less, as was necessary. Thus Josephus
{contra Apion. i. 9) availed himself of the assistance of Greek
scholars to polish and correct the style of his writings. There is

yet a third possibility, that the interpreter received only general

instructions, and was allowed a free hand as to the manner in

which they should be carried out, subject to the revision and
approval of the author. This seems to have been the position of

Clement of Rome. But Clement, though the servant of the Church,
was yet its leading member, and we can hardly suppose that the

liberty allowed to St. Peter's assistant would be so wide as this.

If an interpreter, in any of these senses, was employed, it

follows that the actual words of the Epistle are not altogether those

of the apostle himself; and this consequence must be borne in

mind when we come, as we shall come later on, to discuss the

relation of i Peter to other documents in the New Testament.

But there is nothing to prevent us from supposing that the points

handled, the manner in which they are developed, the general tone

of thought, are those of St. Peter himself. There are certain

striking characteristics which undoubtedly are the property of the

author : the constant allusions to the Old Testament ; the strong

sense of an unbroken continuity between the Law, the Prophets,

and the Gospel ; the absence of anything that can be called specula-

tion ; the fatherly pastoral temper, and constant preference of the

concrete to the abstract ; the imagination which, though never lofty

or soaring, is yet tender and picturesque ; and, lastly, the connexion

of ideas, which is conversational, like that of a good old man
talking to his children. There is no definite plan or logical

evolution of a train of thought. One idea haunts the whole
Epistle ; to the author, as to the patriarch Jacob, life is a pilgrim-

age: it is essentially an old man's view. Out of this central

sentiment (which differs from that of the Epistle to the Hebrews,

inasmuch as there the pilgrimage is that of the world, here that of

the individual soul) spring the sister thoughts of suffering, patience,

humility. These constantly return, each time with some new
application ; the apostle travels round and round his beloved spot,

and at each recurring halt some fresh feature in the view presents

itself. Even the words repeat themselves, always in a different

connexion; the repeated word appears to suggest the thought
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which follows (see a list of instances in the Prolegomena to 2 Peter,

§ 4). This habit of verbal iteration deserves more notice than may
at first sight appear, because it meets us again in 2 Peter, and is a
point of some importance in the discussion of the authenticity of

the later Epistle.

§ 3. TESTIMONIA VETERUM.

Eusebius {H. E. iii. 25. 2) places the First Epistle of Peter

among the 'O/ioXoyov/xci/a, or books which were accepted by the

whole Church without any feeling of doubt. There is no book in

the New Testament which has earlier, better, or stronger attestation,

though Irenaeus is the first to quote it by name.

The Second Epistle ofSU Peter,

" The earliest attestation to Peter's First Epistle is that given in

the Second (iii. i); for those who deny this Second Epistle to be
the work of Peter acknowledge that it is a very early document

"

(Salmon, Introd. pp. 457, 458). This reference in 2 Peter would
prove not only that i Peter existed, but that it bore the name of

Peter. But it should be observed that Spitta, Zahn, and others

consider that 2 Pet. iii. i refers not to i Peter, but to a lost Epistle,

and that 2 Peter is the older of the two.

The Epistle of St. James.

This also may be cited as an attesting witness ; see next section.

Barnabas.

The date of the Epistle of Barnabas is 70-79, Lightfoot;

80-130, probably towards the end of this period, Harnack, Chrono-

logic, p. 427.
Barn. i. 5, ^00^9 cA-ttis, apx^ ^f^' tcA,os rrtcrTcw?, cf. I Pet. i. 9,

KOfXi^6fJL€\fOL TO TcAoS T'^S TrtOTCWS VfllOV.

Barn. iv. 12, 6 Kvpios airpoa-tiiTroXri^TrTw^ Kpivii rov Koafxov'

iKtto-ros KaOuis iiroLrja-ev KOfxulTai, cf. I Pet. i. 1 7, kol ci irarepa

iTTLKaXeLcrOe tov aTrpoaroiTroXrJTrTcois Kpivovra Kara to iKacTTOV tpyov.

Barn. v. I, o/a ry acfiiorct tQ)V apapTLwv ayviaOCj/jlcv, o Iottlv iv tw

aifxaTL TOV pavTiapxiToq avrov, cf. I Pet. i. 2, €v dyiatr/xo) Xlvev/xaro?,

€ts VTraKorjv kol pavTicrfJiov ac/xaTO^ *l7](TOv 'KpKTTOV (but see also Heb.
xii. 24, where ai/xart pavTia-fiov occurs, though without mention of

sanctification).

Barn. v. 6, ol Trpo^^rat, Sltt avTov e^ovTe^ ttjv xo-piv, cts avTov

i7rpo<f>rJTeviTaVf cf. I Pet. i. II, irpocjirJTaL . . . cpawcovre? ei? tlvu ^
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TTotov Kaipov cSr/Xov to ev avrots Ilvev/xa Xpiorrov Trpo/xapTvpOficvov rk
ets XpiOTOV TraBrjp.ara,

Bam. xvi. lo, Trvcv/AanKos yaos, cf. if Pet. ii. 5, oTkos tttcv'

Clement of Rome.

About 95, Lightfoot; 93-95, hardly so late as 96 nr 97,
Harnack, Chronologic^ p. 255.

Bishop Lightfoot gives a list of twelve parallelisms between
I Peter and Clement; Harnack in his edition numbers twenty.

The following points may be selected

:

Clement has a considerable number of words from the vocabu-

lary of I Peter :—dya^OTrotctv^, dya^oTTOita, aSeXcfiOTr}'!;, d/x.a>/x.os^, dvTi-

TVTTOiAj a7rpocro)Tro\rj/JL7rT(}}<Sj dpKCTos^, dcTTrtAos, TrapoiKi'a, v7roypa//,/AOS.

These words, with the exception of those marked (^), and even these

are rare, are not found in the New Testament except in i Peter.

The salutation of Clement's Epistle appears to be suggested by
that of I Peter : XoipiS vpXv koI eiprjvq atro TravTOKparopo^ 0€ov 8ta

'Iiyo-oO XptoTov irXrjOwOetrj. This resemblance is peculiarly important

in view of Harnack's suggestion that the Address of i Peter is a
later addition.

Clem. vii. 4, arevtcroypLev cis to alpa tov Xpiarov icai yi/coficv ws

coTtv rCpiov Tw IlaTpt avrov, cf. I Pet. i. 1 9.

Clem. ix. 4, Nwe tticttos cvpc^cts 8ta t^s Xctrovpytas avrov iraXty-

yerecrtav koct/xo) cKiJpv^cv, koX SUa-oicrei/ BC avrov 6 Sco-ttoti/s to. elaeXOovra

€v ofiovoia ^wa €is t^v Kt'/Jwrov, which is apparently a reminiscence of

I Pet iii. 20.

Clem. XXXvL 2, cJs to Oavp/ia-Tov avrov <f>S>s (the words Oavpxurrov

avTov are omitted by Clement of Alexandria in quoting this passage)

:

lix. 2, *Iiyo-ov XptcTTov, 8l ov CKoXeo-ev tJ/aSs drro otkotous ciS ^s, cf.

I Pet. ii. 9.

Clement has also in common with i Peter two quotations.

Clem. XXX. 2, ©eos ydpj <f}7j(rLVf vTrip-q^dvoui dvTtTcwro-CTat, TttTreivots

Sc htZuiCTL xaptv, cf. I Pet. v. 5 ; Jas. iv. 6. Both have ©cos, while

the LXX. (Prov. iii. 34) has Kvpios.

Clem. xlix. 5, dydirri KaXvTrru ttXtjOo^ dp,apTicov, SO I Pet. Iv. 8

:

here the LXX. (Prov. x. 12) has irdvTas hi tovs pri ^iXoveucoiWas

Testamenta XII. Patriarcharum,

Mr. Sinker thinks that the date of this book is to be placed in

a period ranging from late in the first century to the revolt of Bar
Cochba. Professor Harnack {Chronologic^ p. 569 sqq.) distinguishes

between a Hebrew original and a Christian edition ; the latter, he

thinks, was known to Origen, and possibly but doubtfully to Irenaeus.

The book offers certain similarities to i Peter which are deserv-
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ing of notice, the words dya^oTroua, yb. 18; dya^oTrotciv, Benj, 5;
fiLa(rix6<;f Benj. 8 : and certain phrases, Nepht. 4, xara to ttoAv avroO
lAcos, cf. I Pet. i. 2>\ Jo. 19, d/xvos afioi^io^f cf. i Pet. 19; G^a^ 6,

dyaTTctTC ovv aWrjXovs oltto KapSta?, cf. I Pet. i. 22; Benj, 8, d^a-

TravcTttt ev avroJ ro Tri/cvyua tou ©cov, cf. I Pet iv. 14; Aser 4, ov dcAet

•^fxipav dyaOTjv IBeiv (from Ps. xxxiii. 13?), cf. i Pet. iii. 10; and in

Zevi 4 there is mention of the Harrowing of Hell, tov {.Bov o-kv-

ktvofiivov Ijrl T(o vdOei. tov wj^Carov,

Ifermas.

The Pastor was probably published about 140, and written at

various times between no and that date; Harnack, Chronologic^

pp. 266, 267.

Vis, iii. 5, the account of the stones in the Tower may have
been suggested by the \iBoi ^wvres of i Pet. ii. 5,

Vis, iv. 3. 4, (oairep yap ro ^(pvaLOv SoKifid^irai Bik tov 9rvpd^

cf. I Pet i 7.

Sim. ix. 28. 5) vp-^'^S Bk ol Trda-xovTe^ eveKcy tov 6v6pja.TO^ Bo^d^eiv

^^etXere tov ©cov, of. I Pet iv. 1 5.

Mand, viii. 10, in the list of Christian virtues, several Petrine

words occur close together : ^tXo^cvo?, y\fTvyyi%^ aBeX.<l>6Trfi, dyaOo'

irotiycris (= ayaOoTToua).

Sim. ix. 16. 5. ovTot ot dTrdoToXoi koI 01 BiBdarKoXoi ol Kqpv$avT€S

TO OVOpjOL TOV vlov TOV ©eOV, K0tp,r)6€UT€^ Iv hwdp.il KOLl 7rtOT€l TOV VIOV TOW

©eov iiajpv^av kol tois trpOKCKoipirjpiivoL^f koX avrol cSwKav avTOis t^v

a<f>payLSa tov K-qpvypjo.ro's '. these words are probably an expansion
and explanation of i Pet iv. 6 ; just before them comes the Petrine

word ^(tfon-oieiv.

Polycarp,

He died a martyr in 155. Eus. H, JS. iv. 14. 9, 6 yi toc IIoXv-

KapTTOS €v tji Sr^Xoydetcrr} irpbs ^tXiTTTnyo-iovs avTOv ypa<f}rf <j>€pop.hrQ e2«

hfivpOj KixprjraC ria-i pbaprvpiaLS diro t^s Hirpov irporepas linaroXri^.

In Polycarp we find not merely similarities, but actual quotations

—i. 3=1 Pet. i. 8 ; ii. 1 = 1 Pet i. 13, 2 1 ; ii. 2 = 1 Pet iii. 9 ; v. 3 =
I Pet ii. II ; vii. 2 = 1 Pet iv. 7 ; viii. 1 = 1 Pet ii. 24, 22 ; x. 2 =
I Pet. ii. 12. Polycarp does not name St Peter; hence Professor

Harnack thinks that though he knew the Epistle, he did not know
it as Peter's. St. Paul is mentioned four times, and twice quoted

by name, xi. 2, 3 ; but there is a special reason for this, because St
Paul also had written to the Philippians, and Polycarp writes to

remind them of the fact. Otherwise, though his epistle abounds in

quotations, it is not his habit to name his authority. On this point

see Dr. Chase's article on Peter, First Epistle^ in Hastings* Dictionary

of the Bible^ vol. iii. pp. 780, 781.
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Papias.

He wrote between 130-140 or even later; Lightfoot

Eus. H.E. iii. 39. 17, Ki)(pr\Ta,i S" avros ixapTvpLaL<s aTTO t^s 'Iwavwwi

Trporepas €7noToA,^s koL dnro t^s JUrpov o/xotws.

Justin Martyr,

His death has been placed as late as 163-165, but Dr. Hort
{Journal of Philology^ iii. 155, On the Date ofJustin Martyr) sets it

as early as 148. The later date is more probable.

Apol. i. 61 we find the word avar^^wav : Trypho^ no, ao-rrtXos, is

used as an epithet of Christ ; it is so used in the New Testament only

in I Pet. i. 19 ; Trypho^ 35, a/xwiJLo?, of Christ (i Pet i. 19 or Heb. xi.

14); TrypAOy 114, tov aKpoyoiVLaiov XiOov, of Christ (i Pet. ii. 6 or

Isa. xxviii. 16); Trypho, 116, t^s Tru/aworeo)?, ^v Trvpovo-tv ripjas o re

Sta/8oA.os Kttt o\ avTOv vTrqpirai "Ttcivtcs. The word Trupcotrts in this

sense is peculiar to i Pet. iv. 12; ibid.^ ap^upariKov rb aX-qOivov

yej'os l(TiJiev rjixetSj Of. I Pet ii. 9 ; Trypho, 119, i7/xet9 Sc ov povoVf

Aaos dA.A.a Kttt Xa6<s ayios icr/x€Vf cf. I Pet ii. 10 (but Justin is here

referring to Isa. Ixii. 12); Trypho, 138, the story of Noah is com-
mented upon in manner that seems to imply a knowledge of i Pet
iii. 18-21. Noah is a type of Baptism, the eight persons are

dwelt upon, and we find close together dmyci/i/av, Sieo-w^iy, 81'

vSaro?.

Justin speaks also of the descent of our Lord into Hell, to preach
the gospel to the dead {Trvpho^ 72); but he appeals to an apocryphal

quotation which he ascribes to Jeremiah. The same quotation is

used by Irenaeus.

It is probable, but not certain, that Justin knew i Peter.

Melito ofSardis,

His Apology, the latest o; his writings, is assigned by ancient

authorities to the year 169 or 170
Apology (Otto, vol. ix. p. 432), *'naec cum didiceris, Antonine

Caesar, et filii quoque tui tecum, trades iis haereditatem aeternam
quae non perit " ; cf. i Pet i. 4. The authenticity of this Apology^

which exists only in Syriac, has been impugned. Bishop Westcott
{Canon, p. 222) thinks that "though, if it be entire, it is not the Apology
with which Eusebius was acquainted, the general character of the

writing leads to the belief that it is a genuine book of Melito of

Sardis." But Professor Harnack {Chronologie, p. 522 sqq.) main-

tains that the piece is of Syrian origin, and belongs to the beginninf

of the third century.
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Theophilus ofAntioch.

He died probably 183-185 ; Lightfoot.

Ad AutoL ii. 34, ircLOo/jLevoL Boy/xacTLv fiaraibis Stot irXanys rrarpo-

rapaSoTOV yvtsi^r)^ aa-vvirov^ cf. i Pet. i. 18.

Ibid.y d7r€)^i(T0aL OLTTO r^s aOe/xiTOv ctScoXoXarpcta?, cf. I Pet. iv. 3.

Letter of the Churches of Vienna and Lugdunum,

The date is 177.

Eus. II. E, V. 2. 5, iraTreCvow lavroiis Inrb rrjv Kparaiav x^'-P'^j

cf. I Pet. V. 6.

/<5/^. V. I. 32, we find the Petrine word aSeXcfiOTrjs.

Ibid. V. 2. 6, iva aTTOTTi/tx^cts 6 ^i^p, ovs Trporepov ^€to KaraweTrw-

/cevai, ^aivTas eiefiiarif cf. I Pet. V. 8.

y4f/j ^/y^<? Scillitan Martyrs,

The date is 1 80. See Texts and Studies^ vol. i. No. 2, ed. J. A.

Robinson, p. 114, "Donata dixit: Honorem Caesari quasi Caesari

;

timorem autem Deo"; cf. i Pet. il 17, rov 0e6v (^oyScto-^c t6v

^osTiXia. TLfiare,

Irenaeus.

Harvey thinks that he was born in 130; he died in his 86th

year. This Father is the first to quote i Peter by name ; see iv. 9.

2; 16. 5; V. 7. 2.

Earlier than Irenaeus himself is the Presbyter " qui audierat ab

his qui apostolos uiderant" From him come the words, iv. 27. 2,

" et propter hoc Dominum in ea quae sunt sub terra descendisse,

euangelizantem et illis aduentum suum; remissione peccatorum

exsistente his qui credunt in eum." Irenaeus appeals to the same
apocryphal quotation as Justin, ascribing it in one place (iii. 20. 4)

to Isaiah, in another (iv. 22. i) to Jeremiah. It may be suspected

that this apocryphon is itself shaped on the words of 1 Pet iv. 6,

vcKpois tvrjyyeXLordrj,

Tertulltan.

Bom, 150-160; died, 220-240.

Scorpiace, xii., " Petrus quidem ad Ponticos, Quanta enim, inquit,

gloria est," etc. ; cf. i Pet. ii. 20 sqq.

Ibid.^ " et rursus ; Dilecti ne epauescatis ustionem," eta ; cf.

I Pet. iv. 12 sqq.

Adu. Judaeos^ x., " Christus, qui dolum de ore suo locutus non

est"; cf. I Pet ii. 22.
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Adu. Marcionem^ iv. 13, "sed et cur Petrum? ... An quia et

petra et lapis Christus? Siquidem et legimus positum eum in

lapidem offendiculi et in petram scandali *'
; cf. i Pet. ii. 8. This

reference Bishop Westcott considers very doubtful. The same
phrase is found also Rom. ix. 33, but it is used by TertuUian to

explain the name Peter, and is therefore probably taken from the

Petrine Epistle.

De Oratione^ xv., " de modestia quidem cultus et ornatus aperta

praescriptio est etiam Petri, cohibentis eodem ore, quia eodem et

spiritu quo Paulus, et uestium gloriam et auri superbiam et crinium

lenoniam operositatem ; cf. r Pet. iii. 3 ; i Tim. ii. 9.

Bishop Westcott {Canon, p. 263, note 3) thinks that both the

Scorpiace diud ih.Q aduersus Judaeos diXQ "more or less open to sus-

picion." But Jerome mentions the Scorpiacum {ad Vigil, viii.) as a

work of Tertullian's, and quotes the Ad,/udaeos {Com. in Dan, ix.

24; V. 691, Vail.). See Geschichte der altchristlichen Litteratur^

p. 681.

Epistula ad Diognetum,

Harnack thinks that for the present the Epistle must be assigned

to the end of the second or beginning of the third century {Chrono-

logic, p. 515).

Ad Diogn, ix., tov SUaiov im-ep T(av aBiKtov, cf. I Pet iiL 18.

/did,, ras dftaprtas koAv^cu, Gf. I Pet iv. 9 (?).

Clement ofAlexandria^

Died about 213, probably.

Clement quotes very freely from every chapter of the Epistle

;

it is needless to set out the references. He commented on i Peter

in his BypoiyposeSj and a Latin version or abstract of the Com-
mentary is extant See the text in Zahn*s Forschungen, iii p. 79 sqq.,

and Zahn*s remarks, p. 133 sqq.

The First Epistle of Peter was known to several of the Gnostic

writers.

Basilides,

Zahn {Kanongesch, \, p. 763) dates his commentary on the Gospels

120-125 ; Professor Harnack, soon after 133 {Chronologic, p. 291);
Basilides professed to be a pupil of Glaucias, "the interpreter of

Peter" (Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. 17. 106).

Clem. Strom, iv. 12. 81, Iva /xrj KaraStKOi hrl KaKoU 6/xoXoyovyMei/ots

irdOiixrLy /I'qBk \oi8opovfi€voi <U5 6 fioXx^ ^ ® ^ovevs, AAA* 5ti Xptortavoi

ire^vic($rc$, cf. I Pet iv. 15, 16.
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TTie Valentinians,

Clem. Excerpta ex Theod, 12, €19 & iTnOvfjuovtnv ot ayycXot irapa*

imj/aif 6 Uerpos <f>r}a-Lv (the same passage is quoted again in 86),

cf. I Pet. i. 12.

Jdid. 12, Kara, rov aTTooToXov Tt/xto) koI d/ji(0ju,^ Koi a(nriX(o aifiaTL

i\vTp(i)Or}fi€V, cf. I Pet. i. 18, 19.

Ih'd. 41, StoTt irpb KaTapoXrjs Koa-fwv eiKorcos Xiyenu ^ iKKXrjaCa

iicXeXex^at, cf. I Pet L 20 (?).

T/ig Marcosians.

€v TO) Kara-Irenaeus, 1. 18. 3, KaX t^v Trj<s /ctySwrov 8^ olKovofitav

KXvcTfjLWf €v rj oKTOi avOpiDTTOt 8L€<ruiOrj(Tav ^avepwrara <f>aorL ttjv cruyT^piov

oySodSa firjvvetv. Bishop Westcott thinks that these words have a
marked similarity to i Pet iii. 20. The correspondence becomes
more striking if we compare Justin, Trypho^ 138 (referred to above),

and if we add

Marcion,

Theod. Haer, Fob, L 24 (cf. Irenaeus, i. 27. 3), odros tok ^ikv

Yia.iv Kttt Tovs SoSo/xtra? Kai rov% Svcro'e^eL^ aTravras (TimrripCw: €<f>r}(r€v

OLTToXeXavKevaL irpocrcXrjXvOoras iv tw aSr) tw crwr^pt Xptoro) koX els tyjv

jSaa-LXeiav avaXr]<l>Oyjvai, Marcion goes on to say that Abel, Enoch,

JVba/tf the Patriarchs, prophets, and just were not saved, because

they refused to come to Christ Marcion did not accept, and is

here giving one of the reasons why he did not accept, i Peter. Just

Noah was not saved, because our Lord said, " I came not to call

the just"

The First Epistle of Peter is found in the Syriac Peshito, and in

the Egyptian, Aethiopic, Armenian, and Arabic versions. See West-

cott and Hort, Introduction, p. 84 sqq. ; Gregory, Prolegomena,

pp. 814-929.
There is, however, an ancient Syriac tradition represented by the

Doctrine ofAddai and the Homilies of Aphraates, which ignores tne

Catholic Epistles altogether; see Dr. Sanday's article in Studio

Biblicay vol. iii. p. 245 sqq.

It existed also in the Vetus Latina, though only fragments are

now extant, i Pet i. 1-12 in s (Gregory, p. 966) ; i Pet i. 8-19,

ii. 20-iii. 7, iv. 10 to end in q (Gregory, pp. 967, 968). But Westcott

and Hort (p. 83) consider that ^exhibits "a later (? Italian) text,"

and that " the palimpsest fragments of i Peter accompanying s of

the Acts are apparently Vulgate only."

The First Epistle of Peter is found in all the catalogues of the
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New Testament given by Bishop Westcott in Appendix D of his

Canon, and also in the Cheltenham List (see Dr. Sanday, Studia

Btblicuy vol. iii. p. 2
1 7). No one of these catalogues is older in its

present shape than the fourth century.

On the other hand, it is not to be found in the Muratorianum,
which probably belongs to the end of the second century (see Light-

foot, Clement of Rome, ii. p. 405 sqq. ; Westcott, Canon, p. 521;
Geschichte der altch. Litteratur, p. 646).

The Muratorianum is mutilated both at the beginning (where

the notice of Matthew and Mark has perished) and at the end. It

treats in succession of the Gospels of Luke and John, the Johannine
Epistles, Acts, Pauline Epistles, Gnostic forgeries, Jude, two
Epistles of John, Wisdom, the Apocalypse of John, the Apocalypse of

Peter, Hermas, other Gnostic and Montanist i/o^a. In the existing

text there is no mention of Hebrews, i and 2 Peter, James, 3 John.
There is at least one lacuna in the text. The notice of Acts

ends with the words sicute et semote passione petri euidenter dedarat.

sed profectione pauli ab urbes ad spanid proficescentis, " The passion

of Peter" may refer to John xxi. 18, 19, or to 2 Pet i. 14; the

journey of Paul to Spain is mentioned only in Rom. xv. 24. It is

clear that some words, we cannot guess how many, have dropped
out here.

Again, the three Catholic Epistles are introduced in a very

peculiar way, in the midst of a list of voBo. and dvTtAeyo/xevo. After

speaking of Marcionite documents, which are to be rejected, be-

cause "gall must not be mingled with honey," the text proceeds:

epistola sane iude et superscrictio iohamiis duas in catholica habentur.

The apologetic sane, " it is true that," seems to imply, what we
gather from the general run of the passage, that the three Epistles

named here had all been challenged. The Epistles of John had
already been mentioned immediately after the Gospel, but it is not

stated there how many they were. Now, if for the corrupt super-

scrictio we take Dr. Westcott's emendation superscripti, " of the

before-named John," it may very well be the case that the Mura-
torianum is here defending 2 and 3 John and Jude. It is possible,

however, though less probable, that the right reading is superscriptae
;

and if so, only two Johannine Epistles are recognised.

It seems highly improbable that i Peter should have been passed

over in silence by one who accepted the Apocalypse of Peter. Two
explanations may be hazarded—(i) the Petrine Epistle, or indeed

Epistles, may ha e been noticed after the Gospel of St. Mark, as

those of St. John are after the Gospel of St. John; or (2) the

Catholic Epistles may have been placed after Acts; this is a
position which they frequently occupy. The words sicute et semote,

etc., " as also (Sc ipture ?) expressly mentions in separate places, in

passages which do not come quite where we should expect them,
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the passion of Peter and Paul's journey to Spain," seem to imply
that other information about the apostles not to be found in Acts
has just been given. Such might very well be the connexion ol

James with the Diaspora and of Peter with Asia Minor. The
author of the Fragment, whoever he was, may have regarded James,
I and possibly 2 Peter, i John as undisputed, and have recurred to

Jude, 2 and 3 John in his list of spurious or doubtful works,

because he knew that some authorities viewed them with suspicion.

But conjecture more or less plausible is all that we can attain to

on this point.

Some of the Testimonia adduced in this section may be
challenged, but the chain as a whole is strong, and the evidence of

Clement of Rome is very remarkable.

§ 4. THE RELATION OF THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER
TO THE REST OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The facts collected in the foregoing section prove that the First

Epistle of Peter was regarded as canonical from the time when
" canonical " first began to have a meaning. They may be held to

show that the Epistle is older than that of Clement of Rome,
probably older than that of Barnabas. We now proceed to inquire

to what books of the New Testament i Peter bears any resem-

blance, and what is the extent and nature of the resemblance;
whether, in so far as it exists, it is such as may be accounted for by
the general similarity of all Christian writers, or whether it goes

beyond this, and can only be explained by actual documentary
use. We must bear in mind that the actual words of i Peter

may very probably be the creation not of the apostle, but of his

interpreter.

There can be little doubt that St. Peter had read several of

St. Paul's Epistles. In the Second Epistle (iii. 1 6) he tells us so

;

and even if the Second Epistle is regarded as a forgery, it lies in

the nature of things that each apostle would desire to know what
the other was doing, and would take pains to-keep himself informed.

But what we want to ascertain is whether there is anything like

positive proof that St. Peter had any of the Pauline writings, or

indeed any book of the New Testament, in his mind as he wrote or

dictated; whether his words, ideas, beliefs were in any degree

shaped or given to him by anybody else.

It should hardly be necessary to guard the reader against the

presupposition that St. Paul invented either the doctrines or the

terminology of the Church. In certain directions he modified both.

But there is no reason why we should not here apply the common-
sense rule, that what is peculiar to a writer belongs to himself, and
what is not is the property of the society of which he is a member.
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Only, if we are to use this rule with profit, we must look more
narrowly into differences between the sacred writers than theologians

are generally willing to do.

With what books, then, in the New Testament does St. Peter

display an acquaintance in his First Epistle? The extraordinary

variety of the answers to this question shows the uncertainty of the

ground. Early in the century Daniel Schulze maintained that the

Petrine Epistle was little more than a cento of reminiscences of the

Epistles of St. Paul ; and in recent times Holtzmann and Jiilicher

think it can be proved that our author was acquainted with nearly

the whole of the New Testament. On the other hand. Ranch,
Jachmann, B. Briickner regard Peter as wholly independent Be-
tween these extreme views lie others of a more moderate character.

Von Soden finds a definite literary connexion between i Peter,

Romans, Galatians, i Timothy, and Titus. Bishop Lightfoot

{Clement^ ii. p. 499) judged that "with two Epistles of St. Paul

more especially the writer shows a familiar acquaintance—the

Epistle to the Romans and the Epistle to the Ephesians." Dr.

Hort entertained the same view. Siefifert even maintained the

amazing proposition that Ephesians and i Peter were written by
the same hand. The elder and younger Weiss, with Kiihl, admit a

connexion between i Peter, Romans, and Ephesians, but assign

the priority to i Peter.

We will take the Pauline Epistles first and begin with Ephesians.

The parallelisms most commonly cited are the following :

Eph. i. 1-3 = I Pet. i. 1-3. There is no special similarity in the

Address. In both there follows a benediction of Hebrew type.

This appears to have been a common form in the letters of devout

Jews. See the letter of Suron (Hiram), king of Tyre, given by the

historian Eupolemus of Alexandria (in Eus. Praep. Euang. ix. 34),

Sovpojv 2oA,o/xtovi ^acnXeZ /AeyoAw ^aipeLV. EvAoyTyros 6 ©eds, os tov

ovpavov KOL T^i' y^v Iktio-cv. On the form of the Petrine Address,

see note.

Eph. i. 4 = I Pet. i. 20, irpo KaTa(3oXrj<: Kocrfiov. The phrase is

quite common ; found in the Synoptists, Hebrews, and the Assump-
tion of Moses.

Eph. i. 14, €19 dTToXvrpoxTLV TTj^ '7rcpt7rotTy<rco)9 = I Pet. ii. 9, Xaos

€19 irepLTTOLrjcTLv (from Mai. iii. 17).

Eph. i. 14, €19 cTTttivov T^9 B6$rj^ avTOv= I Pet. i. 7, €19 tTraivov kol

Eph. i. 21, KOL KaOiaras iv Sc^ia avTOv cv T0t9 iTrovpaviOL<s VTrcpavw

vd<Tr}<; aLp)(rj^ kol €^ou(rtas Kat 8wa/>tea)9 kol KvpiOT-qro^ = I Pet. iii. 22,

Irjaov XptcTTOv, 09 ccttlv cv Se^ia tov 0€OV, 7ro/0€u^cis €t9 ovpavoVj vtto-

rayivTOiv avrw dyyiktav koX iiova-Lwv koX Swa/xcwv. Here we have a

remarkable similarity, yet it may be based upon a common formula

attached to the common doctrine of the Session at the Right Hand
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The names of angels are found elsewhere; see note, and add
Test. XII. Patr., Levi^ 3, Opovoij i^ova-tai.

Eph. ii. 21, 22 = 1 Pet. ii. 5, the brotherhood form a spiritual

temple ; the same thought is expressed in quite different terms.

Eph. V. 22-24=1 Pet. iii. 1-6. Instructions to Wives. One
phrase, at ywat/ccs rots tSi'ots avSpdarLv w? to) Kvpita = ywatKes VTroTaacro-

fxevat Tot5 tStots avSpda-iv, is nearly identical, but the treatment of the

subject is altogether different. Paul is mystical ; the husband is

the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the Church ; Peter is

very simple and practical.

Eph. V. 25-33 = I Pet. iii. 7. Instructions to Husbands. Here,
again, the treatment is wholly different. In Ephesians marriage is

a type of the union between Christ and the Church. Peter bids

the husband honour the vafe as the weaker vessel, because she is

fellow-heir of the grace of life.

Eph. vi. 1-4. Instructions to Children. Not in Peter.

Eph. vi. 5-9. Instructions to Slaves and Masters = i Pet. ii.

18-25. Instructions to Slaves alone. Quite different in detail.

Similar addresses to the members of families may very well

have been a commonplace.
The Epistle to the Ephesians abounds in strong words and

striking thoughts of which there is no trace in i Peter

—

e.g. vlod^a-La,

a^ecrt?, ^vcrrr^piov, avaKecftaXaiixxraa-Oai, appafiwvy OLKOVOfXLaf TrXypcafia,

7rpocf>r]TaL (of Christian prophets), Trpocrtfiopdj rcKva <f>vcrei 6py7J<;y reKva

^wTos, TravoirXia. Some of these must have been found in i Peter,

if -the writer was familiar with Eph< sians. Not one of the re-

semblances cited above turns upon a phrase of any significance,

except the Benediction of God ; if this is struck off the list, very

little remains.

Dr. Hort says that "the connexion (between i Peter and
Ephesians) though very close does not lie on the surface. It is

shown more by identities of thought, and similarity in the structure

of the two Epistles as wholes, than by identities of phrase." But
others will fail to detect these subtle affinities. Indeed the two
Epistles may seem to illustrate two wholly different types of mind,
that of the mystic and that of the simple pastor.

The majority of critics regard the two Epistles as connected,

and many believe that Ephesians is the later of the two. Von
Soden decides that it is possible, but not certain, that the one author

had seen the work of the other. But a doubt may be expressed

whether the evidence carries us even so far as this.

As regards Romans, the passages generally cited are as follows

:

Rom. iv. 24, 81* rjixas, ots fxeXXei Xoyi^ccrOat, rots irKjn.vova-LV cttI

rov iyecpavra 'It^o-ow tov K.vpLov rjixdv eK vcKpwv = I Pet. i. 21, St' vfjLa<s

Tovs St* avTov TTLOTOvs CIS ©€ov TOV iycipavTa avTOV eK veKpwv. Here the

specially Pauline word XoyCCeaOai is not in Peter; the phrase
2
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TTwrrous €ts 0€ov in the latter is unique (see note) ; the other words
are probably common property.

Rom. vi. 7, 6 yap airoOavibv SeSifcatWat airo Trj<s d/xaprias = i Pet.

iv. I, 6 7raOu)v crapKi ireTratrrat d/>taprtas. Neither language nor
meaning is the same.

Rom. vi. II, ovTiD KOL v/xet9 Aoyt^ecr^e lavrovs v€Kpov<s fxlv etvat rrj

OLfJiapTLa ^wvrag Se tio ©ew iv Xpttrra) 'It^o-ov = I Pet. ii. 24, tva rats

afiapTiai<; OL7roy€v6/JL€voL rrj SiKaioarvvrj ^Tjcrio/jiev, In Peter airoyevoixevoi

does not mean " having died"; Peter again uses SiKaLocrvvr] in a sense

which is not that of St. Paul, and afiapTia has in the one passage a
meaning which it does not possess in the other.

Rom. viii. 18, rrpos t^v fiiWova-av So^au aTroKaXvcf)OrjvaL €ts rjixas =
I Pet. v. I, 6 Kttt rrj<; fi€XX.ov<Tr]<s d7roKaXv(f>0r]vaL So^rjs koivojvos.

Rom. viii. 34, XpioTos *Ir]crov<s ... 05 iarcv iv Seitd rov ©eov=
I Pet. iii. 22, *lrjcrov Xpto-rov, os ecrrtv cv Se^ta roi) ©eov. Probably a

common form.

Rom. xii. I, •n-apaoTrja-ai to. o-w/Aara vfiutv Ova-tav ^uxraVy ctyiav,

cvdpecTTOV TO) ©€w= I Pet. ii. 5> ft5 upaTevfxa aytov, aveviyKai TrvevfiarLKas

Ova-La's evTTpoa-BeKTovs ©ew. This is one of the most original passages

in Peter.

Rom. xii. 2 = 1 Pet. i. 14. Both have <rvcrx>7/>taTt^€<r^at, which is

not found elsewhere in the New Testament.

Rom. xii. 3-8 = 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. Both inculcate the duty of

diligence in the use of the diverse gifts of grace. The mode in

which the subject is treated is similar, but there is little resemblance

in phrase. St. Paul dwells upon the figure of the One Body, and
mentions prophecy ; both these points are missing in Peter.

Rom. xii. 9, 10, 17 ayair-q avviroKpiTOS. aTroorvyovi/TCS ro Trovrjpov^

KoXX(i)fi€voL Tw dya^w, rfj ^tXa8eA.<jf)ta eis aXXT^\ov<s (f)i\6(rTopyoL =
I Pet. i. 22, Ta<; {{/vxa<; v/xtov T^yvtKores iv rrj VTraKofj rJ}? aX-qOeias cts

^iXahiXc^iav avviroKpirov ck KapSta? dAXT^Aous dyair-^craTe c/CTcrw?.

There is little resemblance except in the word dwiroKpLTog, which
is found also in Jas. iii. 1 7. Little importance can be attached to

^tAa8€X<^ta.

Rom. xii. 14—19, cvAoyctrc tovs StwKOvras v/ids* cvXoyctre Koi fjcrj

KarapdcrOe . . to avrb cts aXXt^Xov; <f)povovvT€<s . . . jxi^Sevl kukov

di/Tt KaKoO d7ro8t8ovTC9 . . . elprjvevovre^ = l Pet. iii. 8—12, 6p,d<^poves

. . . fJLT} dirohiSovTes KaKOV dvri kukov, 17 XocSopiav olvtI XotSopia?,

rovi'avTLOv 8e cuXoyowre? . . . ^rjTrjcrdTO) eipijv7}v kol Sno^aTOi avTtjv.

In Peter " seek peace, and ensue it," is quoted from a Psalm ; but

there is a strong resemblance between the two passages.

Rom. xiii. 1-4=1 Pet. iii. 13-15. Duty of Obedience to

Magistrates. Here there is a considerable similarity, not so much in

expression as in the general idea. Like the sections on the Family

Duties in Ephesians, the passage may be a recognised commonplace.
There remains for consideration the remarkable similarity
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between Rom. ix. 33 and i Pet. ii. 6, 7. Here we find a peculiar

combination of quotations from the Old Testament which can hardly

have been made independently by two different writers. For the sake

of clearness the text may be broken up into its component clauses.

Rom. ix. 33, KaO(j)<s yiypairrai,

(i.) 180V TiOrifxi ev 2t(ov, Isa. xxviii. i6a.

(ii.) XlOov TrpoaK6ixfxaTO<s kol Trirpav (TKavSaXov, Isa. viii. 14.

(iii.) Kol 6 TTLarTevtov ctt* avrw ov KaraLO-xyvOi^a-eTaij Isa. XXviii. 1 6^.

I Pet. ii. 6, 7, Slotl TTcpte^ct iv ypacfiy,

(i. iii.) 180V rWrj/JLL iv 2to)V XiOov a/cpoywvtatov, cjcXeKTov, o/ti/jlov

KOL 6 Tna-Tevtov iir aurw ou fxr] KaraLcrxvvOfjf Isa, xxviiL 1 6a b,

vfjuv ovv rj rifiT] rots iricrT€vov(rtv aTnarova-t Se

(iv.) A.t^os ov aTreBoKLfjiaaav ot oiko8o/x,owt€S, ovtos iyevrjOi^ cJs

Kc</)aX'^v ywvia?, Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) 22.

(ii.) fcat At^os 7rpo(TK6fjifji.aTO<s koL Trerpa citavSaA.ov, Isa. viii, 1 4.

In (i.) there is a remarkable departure from the original. The
LXX. has 1801; iyoi i/x/3dXX.Q) ets TO, Oe/jLcXca Sttov, which is a fair trans-

lation of the Hebrew (Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, R.V.).

In both writers this has been altered, in Peter we might suppose
because the XtOos dKpoywvtatos is regarded as the "head of the

corner," in Romans because the stone is immediately spoken of as

XCOo? rrpoa-Ko/jifiaTo^, a loose stone which could not be a foundation.

In (ii.), again, both writers abandon the text of the LXX., which
has Koi ovx W5 \l6ov Trpoa-KopLfiaTL (rvvavnj(T€(T$€j ovSk ws Trcrpas

TTTw/xaTt. " The LXX. translators shrank from the plain sense, and
boldly substituted a loose paraphrase containing a negative which
inverts Isaiah's drift" (Hort). Theodotion and Symmachus have
€is XlOov Trpoa-KOfjifxaTO^ /cat €ts irirpav Trrw/xaTos : Aquila, €ts XiOov

TrpoaKOfjifiaTO's kol €ts CTcpcbv (TKavSdXov (Field, Hexapld). Both
St. Peter and St. Paul here represent the Hebrew original, but it is

not necessary to suppose that either invented the phrase A.t(9os -rpocr-

K6fxiJiaTo<s Kttt TreVpo a-KavSdXov. Von Soden thinks it probable that

both writers used a Greek Bible, the text of which differed from
that of the LXX (see Swete, Introd. to O.T. in Greeks pp. 47,

403)-
But how are we to explain the peculiar combination of passages

which, as most critics have felt, can hardly be independent ? Kiihl

argues positively that St. Paul has borrowed from St. Peter, because
(i) the words TricrTevW k.t.X, belong to the "chief corner stone elect

precious " with which they are rightly connected in i Peter, while

their connexion with Xido<i 7rpo(TK6fjifjiaTo<; in Romans is so harsh

that St. Paul could hardly have written as he does unless he had
somewhere seen the two passages of Isaiah brought into juxta-

position
; (2) the whole run of the passage in 1 Peter is easier

and more natural. Peter begins (ii. 4) by an allusion to Ps. cxviii.

and Isa. xxviii., and proceeds in his habitual fashion to develop
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the allusion by quoting the two passages, and adding to them
Isa. viii. One word suggests another

—

\l6o<s tvTLixo<5^ ttio-tctjwv,

TiiXYi^ aTTicTTovi'Tes, (ZTreSoKi/xacrav, Xt^os TrpocrKo/x/Aaros. St. Peter, it

may be added, elsewhere (Acts iv. ii) makes use of Ps. cxviii., but

St. Paul nowhere does so. There is some force in this argument
of Kiihl's, though Dr. Hort dismisses it as a paradox. Yet the

facts admit of a different explanation. Volkmar {die alttestamentl.

Citate bet Paulus^ P- 4i) thinks that the early Christians may have
possessed anthologies of Messianic prophecies, and it is noticeable

that in Lk. xx. 17 the quotation from Ps. cxviii. is followed by
words (ttSs 6 ir^aliv irr iKetvov rov \iOov) which may be, or may
have been thought to be, an allusion to Isa. viii. 14. It is possible,

therefore, that St. Peter and St. Paul may both have drawn from a

common source (see Swete, pp. 394, 397).

In the case of Romans as in that of Ephesians the resemblances

to I Peter are quite superficial, attaching only to current common-
places. As Ephesians is the most mystic, so Romans is the most
scholastic of the Pauline Epistles ; but not one of its salient features

in words, in imagery, in argument reappears in i Peter. If the author

of the latter Epistle was really familiar with the great Apologia of St.

Paul, it is most singular that he should never draw any distinction

between Grace and Works, Spirit and Letter, Law and Promise ; that

he should omit the figure of the One Body in passages which were,

as some think, actually before his eyes ; that he should never touch

upon the rejection of Israel, or that he should speak of pre-

destination as he does (ii. 8) without a hint that any difficulty on
that subject had ever been suggested to him. In truth, the two
Epistles are as different as they can be, except that they have a few

not very remarkable phrases, and a couple of obvious practical

topics in common. It may be argued with some force that this

peculiar combination of agreement in the commonplace, and dis-

agreement in the remarkable, tends to prove the originality of St.

Peter. St. Paul might very easily have borrowed any of the phrases

quoted above. But if St. Peter was the borrower, it is surely a very

curious fact that he should carefully have avoided every one of that

large family of words, images, and ideas that St. Paul delights in.

We can, however, sufficiently explain the phenomena of the case

by supposing that the draughtsman of i Peter was one who had
often heard St. Paul preach. Or, again, all the resemblances may
very well be covered by what we may call the pulpit formulae of

the time.

As regards Galatians, Von Soden rests his judgment on Gal.

iii. 23, iv. 7 = 1 Pet. i. 4 sqq. ; Gal. v. 13 = 1 Pet. ii. 16; Gal. iv.

24 = I Pet. iii. 1 6. None of these points seems serious. But,

if a writer calling himself Peter had read Galatians, it is hard to

believe that he would not have made some distinct allusion to the
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second chapter of that Epistle. The fact that no suck allusion is

to be found in i Peter may be regarded as a strong indirect

argument in favour of its authenticity. If the author wrote before

the publication of Galatians, his silence is natural ; but, if he wrote

after that date, he must have possessed great strength of mind or

great dignity of position.

The Epistles to Timothy present little that is germane to our

present purpose, but the relation between Titus and i Peter

deserves closer consideration.

In the Address we find the word "elect" (Tit. i. i = i Pet. i. i).

The readers are "a peculiar people" (A.aos ircptovVto?, Tit. ii. 14 =
Xaos €ts TrepLTroLTjo-iVy I Pet il 9), who are saved by the washing of

regeneration (Xovrpov TraXiyycvco-ta?, Tit. iii. 5 = dvayewai/, i Pet. i. 3 ;

a-w^et jSaTTTLcrfm, I Pet. iii. 2i). They are heirs according to hope

of eternal life (Tit. iii. 7 = 1 Pet iii. 7, I 3, 4), and throughout

this Pastoral Epistle hope is brought to the front as in i Peter and
Hebrews (i. 2, ii. 13). The readers are redeemed {XvrpovaOaLy

Tit ii. 14, here only is the verb used by St Paul, = i Pet i. 18).

They are to deny worldly lusts (Tit il 12 = 1 Pet ii. 11), and
emphasis is laid on the necessity of good works (Tit L 16,

iii. I, 8, 14) and sound doctrine flit i. 9, ii. i). Titus is "mine
own child," yvrjaiov tckvov (Tit i. 4), as Mark is Peter's vios. The
authority of the Elder is rated very high, and Elder is here an
official title, though Bishop may be used as an alternative designa-

tion (Tit i. 5, 7). St Paul still maintains his own doctrinal

position (Tit. iii. 5), and is still vexed by those of the circumcision

(Tit L 10).

In Titus we also find another edition of the family duties (old

men and women, wives, young men, servants), and the special

phrases VTroraa-a-ofi^vaL rots lSlols avSpda-iv—dp;(ats, €$ovcrLaL<s vTrordo"-

a-ea-dai: but these commonplaces occur also in Romans and
Ephesians.

Upon the who^e, the resemblance between Titus and i Peter

lies not in mere words, as is the case in regard to the other Pauline

Epistles, but in ideas; and these ideas seem to imply a certain

change in St. Paul's mental attitude towards discipline and ordi-

nances. But in this St. Paul was drawing perceptibly nearer to a

type of Church life older and stronger than that depicted in his

Epistles of the first and second groups—in other words, he was

approximating to the Petrine view, and the inference that i Peter is

older than the Pastoral Epistles has much to recommend it

The affinity between i Peter and Hebrews is of a more intimate

kind. Let us take the facts as they are given by Von Soden with

some slight modification. The two documents employ in common a

considerable number of words and phrases not found elsewhere in

the New Testament, or not in the same sense and connexion, e.^
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avTLTVTTO^j 7rape7riBr]fio<Sy ycveo-^at, ot/co? (of the Church), Xoyos ^u>v,

cvXoyiav KXripovofxiiVj ttoi/xtJv (of Christ ; but SO also in John x.),

dva<^epeti/ (of sacrifice ; so also Jas. ii. 21). Other resemblances of

diction are to be found : e.g. the Doxology (i Pet. iv. 11 =Heb. xiii

21); the final prayer (i Pet. v. io = Heb. xiii. 21); ilprjvrjv Slwkclv

(i Pet. iii. ii = Heb. xii. 14); the reproach of Christ (1 Pet. iv.

14 = Heb. xi. 2 6, xiii. 13); ^tt ia-xdrov tSv rjfJLepuiv or Tlov xpovcov

(i Pet. i. 20 = Heb. i. 2). There is an affinity between the terms

used of the work of Redemption, a/x.w/xo$ of Christ (i Pet. i. 19 =
Heb. ix. 14); dirai (i Pet iii. 18 = Heb. ix. 28); the phrases

dvacfiipeLV dfJLapTLa<s (l Pet. ii. 24 = Heb. ix. 28) and pavna-fio^ (i Pet
i. 2 = Heb. xii. 24). Faith is nearly identified with eXTrt?, and
the object of Faith is the invisible (i Pet L 8 = Heb. xi. i). It

is the habit of both writers to clothe their admonitions in Old
Testament words, to use Old Testament personages as examples,

and transfer Old Testament predicates to the Christian Church.

Patience under suffering is enforced by the example of our Lord
(i Pet ii. 21-23, iii* i7» 18 = Heb. xii. 1-3). Both Epistles describe

themselves as short exhortations (i Pet v. 12 = Heb. xiii. 22) ; both

authors are bracing their readers to endure persecution which is

impending, and is a sign of the end (i Pet iv. 7, 17-19 = Heb. x.

37).

Von Soden himself considers that these resemblances are

sufficiently accounted for by the supposition that the authors

were contemporaries, and breathed the same spiritual atmosphere.

The affinities, however, are very close, and the two Epistles may
be said to belong to the same school of thought, which is neither

Johannine nor Pauline; on the great question of the relation of

the Law to the Gospel they seem to be in complete accord. Their

resemblances should be borne in mind when we come to compare
the Petrine and Pauline theologies.

The points of contact between i Peter and the Apocalypse are

that Christians are called SovXol ©eov (i Pet ii. 16 = Apoc. i. i), and
priests (i Pet ii. 9 = Apoc i. 6, v. 10); that Shrist is Shepherd
(i Pet ii. 25, V. 4 = Apoc. vii. 17), and Lamb (i Pet i. 19, d/Avos=a

Apoc. V. 6, dpvLov). There is a doxology to Christ (i Pet iv. 11 =»

Apoc. i. 6); Rome is called Babylon (i Pet v. 13 = Apoc. xiv. 8

and five other passages). There is a certain similarity between

<rT€<l>avo<s T^s S6^r]<s ( i Pet. V. 4) and aT€<f)avo<s t7]<s ^wrj<; (Apoc. ii. 1 o),

and the metaphor of gold tried in the fire is employed in both (i Pet
i. 7 = Apoc. iii. 18). For our purpose the most important of these

points is the use of Babylon for Rome. There is a certain affinity

between the minds of the two authors ; the imagination of both is

concrete not abstract, and it was not without some fitness that an

Apocalypse was composed in the name of Peter. But there is nothing

to show that the one book was known to the author of the other.
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^
But there can be little doubt that a positive literary connexion

exists between James and i Peter. The student may compare
especially i Pet. i. i = Jas. i. i (the Diaspora) ; i Pet. i. 6, 7 =
Jas. i. 2, 3 (SoKL/jLLov); i Pet i. 23-ii. 2= Jas. i. 10, 11, 18-22;
I Pet. V. 5-9 = Jas. iv. 6, 7, 10. The general opinion is that the
one writer was acquainted with the work of the other; and Von
Soden agrees with Grimm, Holtzmann, Briickner, Weiss, Usteri,

that St. James was the borrower. Intrinsic probability is in favour
of this view. We can sometimes explain St. Peter's phrases by
showing how he came to form them (see notes on SoKifxiov and on
dyd-Trr} KaXvTrrei ttXtjOos d/jLapriiov : this last instance seems very
strong), while the corresponding phrase in the Epistle of St. James
seems to have been picked up ready made. Dr. Hort, however,
is of opinion that the Epistle of St. James was used by St. Peter

;

and the same view is held by Dr. Mayor (article on Epistle ofJames
in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible),

Von Soden thinks that in i Peter we cannot fail to observe a
large number of allusions to the Gospels in some pre-canonical
shape. This is a point of great importance, for it may be main-
tained that St. Peter stands appreciably nearer to the Synoptical
Gospels than any other apostolical writer.

The use of the leading facts in our Lord's history is much the
same as we find elsewhere. Here we have Father, Son, and Spirit

;

the Passion, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension ; the Second
Advent; the sacrament of Baptism. A peculiar feature of the
Epistle is the Preaching of Christ in Hades, to which we have an
allusion in Matt, xxvii. 51-53. But besides these, there are a
number of phrases which may well be regarded as reminiscences
of the Gospel story. We may take as the general standard of

reference the Gospel of St. Luke, to which i Peter shows upon
the whole the nearest resemblance— i Pet. i. 10 = Luke x. 24, 25;
I Pet. i. II, 21 = Luke xxiv. 26 ; i Pet. i. 13 = Luke xii. 35; i Pet.

i. 17 = Luke xi. 2; i Pet. i. 23 = Luke viii. 12; i Pet. ii. 7 = Luke
XX. 17, 18 ; I Pet. iii. 9 = Luke vi. 28; i Pet iv. 10 = Luke xii. 42;
I Pet ii. 12 = Matt v. 16; i Pet iii. 14 = Matt v. 10. We may
add certain points of resemblance between i Peter and the Gospel
of St John— I Pet i. 3 = John iii. 3; i Pet i. 23 = John i. 13;
I Pet i. 19 = John i. 29; i Pet ii. 25 = John x. 11 ; i Pet v. 2 =
John xxi. 16. Any single one of these allusions may be disputed,

but much will remain. Von Soden remarks that we do not find in

I Peter certain ideas or phrases which are familiar in the Synoptical
Gospels, especially Kingdom of God and Son of Man. We have
an allusion to the kingdom in the /3ao-tA.etoi/ leparcv/xa of ii. 9, and
our Lord never appears to have been called Son of Man except by
St Stephen.

Our Epistle has certain words in common with Acts

—

irapoiKta,
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TTpOyVOXriS, €KTevij<Sf €KT€vQ)<5f KttKOVV, ^€VL^€IV (tO aStOIlish), XptCTTtavOS,

dyaXXtav (in Gospels and Apoc), ayvoca (in Eph.), aOcfiiTo^j d/xvds

(in John's Gospel), dTreiXeti/, Stao-w^ctv (in Matt, and Luke), rjyefiwv

(in Gospels), KaraKupteveiv (in Matt, and Mark), TrepUxeLv (of the

contents of a document), (rvvrpi^'^iv (in Mark), cjiovevs (in Matt, and
Apoc).

A few other parallelisms may be noted ; we may divide them
into phrases connected in Acts—(i.) with St. Peter, (ii.) with St. Paul.

(i.) Petrine. God is no respecter of persons, i Pet. i. 17 =
Acts X. 34; the soul is purified through faith, i Pet. i. 22= Acts
XV. 9 ; Ps. cxviii. quoted, i Pet. ii. 4 = Acts iv. 11; the Christian

rejoices in shame, i Pet. iv. 13, 16 = Acts v. 41; the qualification

of an apostle is that he is a "witness," i Pet. v. i=Acts i. 8, 22,

V. 32, X. 39. (ii.) Pauline. Heathenism is ignorance, i Pet. i. 14
= Acts xvii. 30; God has called the Christian out of darkness into

light, I Pet. ii. 9 = Acts xxvi. 18; feed the flock, i Pet. v. 2 =
Acts XX. 28 (or John xxi. 15).

The evidence of style, vocabulary, phraseology does not appear
to afford any conclusive evidence of either the absolute or relative

date of I Peter. It has been dated after Ephesians, or after 62

;

between Ephesians and Romans, between 62 and 58 ; or before

Romans. For each of these opinions plausible grounds may be
alleged. Such uncertainty attaches from the nature of things to all

arguments drawn from language or ideas, unless the marks of

derivation are strong and clear. In the present case, if it be
granted that there is a connexion, direct or indirect, between
Romans and i Peter, we cannot cut the knot by the round asser-

tion that St. Paul could not have borrowed from St. Peter. On
the contrary, the supposition in itself is probable enough. We
must therefore look round and consider what other means we have
at our disposal for fixing the relative dates of the documents in

question.

§ 5. ON THE ALLUSIONS TO PERSECUTION IN I PETER.

The date of our Epistle will depend in part on the exact signi-

ficance of those allusions to the sufferings of Christians in which
it abounds. It will therefore be necessary to survey the history of

persecution during the period in question ; and we cannot well stop

short of the Rescript of Trajan, for it has been held that the

language of the Epistle is such as could not have been employed
till after the issue of the famous directions to Pliny. We may
take in order the state of things depicted in Acts, in the Epistles,

in the Apocalypse, and in profane history. After this review, it

will be possible, perhaps, to attach a definite value to the phrase-

ology of St Peter.
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In the Book of Acts the treatment of the rising Church within

the Hmits of Judaea proper depends mainly on the attitude of the

Sanhedrin, though the reign of Herod Agrippa i. comes in as an

interlude. Even under Roman rule the Sanhedrin, the Court of

the Seventy-one, enjoyed very considerable power. Theoretically,

its authority did not exist outside of the eleven toparchies which

made up Judaea proper ; Galilee and Samaria were exempt from its

jurisdiction ; but wherever a synagogue of Jews was to be found,

its orders were executed so far as the secular authorities would

sanction or connive. Within Judaea the Sanhedrin could order

arrests (Matt. xxvi. 47; Mark xiv. 43; Acts iv. 3, v. 17, 18), and
could finally dispose of any case which did not involve the death

penalty (Acts iv. 5-23, v. 21-40). It could even pronounce sen-

tence of death, though all judgments of this nature were invalid

until ratified by the procurator (John xviii. 31). The procurator

was not compel d to guide himself by the Jewish law, but he was

at liberty to take this course, and often did so. Indeed, in one

most remarkable case, the Roman governor appears to have had no
option. If any one, who was not a Jew, intruded into the inner

court of the temple, he was put to death, and even the privilege

of Roman citizenship did not save the offender from his doom
(see Schiirer, T/ie Jewish People in the Time of Christy English

trans. 11. i. 184 sqq.).

Thus in the Book of Acts we find the Sanhedrin arresting,

imprisoning, flogging, and menacing the apostles. Shortly after-

wards the rapid increase in the number of the brethren led to the

stoning of St. Stephen. It is most likely that this bloody deed was
in excess of jurisdiction ; still it was the act of the Sanhedrin ; its

method was in strict accordance with Jewish law ; and it shows at

least what extravagances might be and were tolerated by the Roman
government. The death of St. Stephen was followed by a short

reign of terror. Pushed on probably by the fiery energy of Saul,

the Sanhedrin ordered domiciliary visitation. Many were cast

into prison, and many fled from Jerusalem. At the same time

it seems to have been possible for Peter and John to remain

unharmed in the sacred city. But Saul even went so far as to

set out for Damascus, armed with a warrant, which he had per-

suaded the high priest to grant, empowering him to arrest

Christians, man or woman, and bring them away in chains to

Jerusalem for trial. Such a warrant would, of course, need endorse-

ment, but Saul does not appear to have felt the slightest doubt

that he would obtain the exequatur of the civil authority. Who
this was is not quite certain ; but Aretas, who within three years

was so anxious to apprehend Saul himself on the same charge of

Christianity, was possibly already master of the city.

That Saul was the prime mover and instigator of this violent
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measure appears from the fact that from the moment of his con-

version the persecution ceased. Not only in Samaria and GaUlee
but in Judaea, the legitimate sphere of the Sanhedrin's power, the

Churches had rest and were edified. From this time the anger of

the Jewish powers seems to have concentrated itself with undying

animoaity on the head of him whom they regarded as the great

renegade and traitor, and the chief enemy of the sacred law.

When Saul revisited Jerusalem for the first time after his conversion,

we read that the Jews "went about to slay him." Some years

later, Herod Agrippa, perhaps taking occasion of discontent excited

by the famine in the reign of Claudius, vexed certain of the Church,

beheaded St. James, and imprisoned St. Peter. Peter was released

by an angel, and " went into another place,"—fled for refuge, prob-

ably, to some spot outside Herod*s jurisdiction. But the king died

shortly afterwards, the persecution did not outlive him, and as

far as we can gather from Acts, the Christians in Judaea lived a

quiet life till Paul, no longer Saul, reappeared upon the scene, after

the end of his third mission journey. On this occasion, again, the

fury of the Jews seems to have bent itself entirely against the

Apostle of the Gentiles, whom they would undoubtedly have killed,

if they had not been prevented by the Roman government.

St. Luke, however, tells us little of the condition of the Church
in Jerusalem from the time when St. Paul began his mission labours.

There are some words in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians

which may point to troubles of which we do not read in the Book
of Acts—" For ye, brethren, became followers of the Churches of

God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus : for ye also have suffered

like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the

Jews" (I ii. 14). There was probably many a scourging and many
an imprisonment of which we have no record. Even without these

penalties a people like the Jews, in which the Church is identical

with the nation, has the power of inflicting, by excommunication

and social outlawry, sufferings of a very poignant kind. No doubt

this power was used then, as it is now in India.

In the countries which St. Paul traversed as a missionary he was
far away from the domains of the Sanhedrin, yet even here his

enemies were able to reach him. They drove him out of Antioch

and Iconium, and stoned him at Lystra. Even in Europe, at

Thessalonica, Beroea, and Corinth, they were strong enough to

occasion dangerous tumults. But in Greece the Jewish law was

held in scanty reverence. Any disturbance came immediately

before a Gentile magistrate, whose sole care was for the maintenance

of order. A high official, like Gallio, would not at this time dream

of going into points of theology ; the only question he would ask

would be, who began the brawl, and the answer might be anything

but satisfactory to the ruler of the synagogue. But at Philippi, and
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again at Ephesus, we catch sight of one result of the new faith

which led instantly to serious trouble, and was fraught with evil

consequences in the future. Nearly every way in which a man
gained his living in the Greco-Roman world was connected with

idolatry, but the law insisted that every man should be allowed to

gain his living without interference. At Philippi, Paul and Silas

were flogged and imprisoned for stopping the trade of some men
who kept a slave-girl to tell fortunes, and it is curious to notice that

these rogues were the first to formulate the real crime of the Christian

missioi ary. They charged the apostles not with disloyalty to Caesar,

but with " teaching customs which it is not lawful for us to receive,

neither to observe, being Romans." They had seen at a glance,

with the keen eye of a disappointed tradesman, that heathenism

and Christianity were two incompatible lives. Later on the same
cause brought the apostle into collision with the silversmiths of

Ephesus, who drove a profitable trade in silver images of Artemis.

These men also found their receipts falling off, and at once appealed

to mob-law. We read no more of these incidents, but it is evident

that we have here a cause of hostility which would be immediately

and universally operative. In every town and village where Chris-

tianity struck root the local tradesman would find his custom

diminished, and his shop placed under what we have learned to

call a boycott. He would protest against this, and the magistrate

would be quite ready to help him with a strong hand.

The references to persecution in the Epistles of St. Paul are in

the same key as those in the Pauline chapters of the Book of Acts.

In Thessalonians we read of afflictions, persecutions, and tribulations

(I i. 6, ii. 2, 14, iii. 3 ; II i. 4). The apostle is afraid that his novices

may be " moved " by these trials ; but the phrases he employs

and the tone in which he speaks are such as might be employed of

the sufferings, for instance, of a Hindu convert in British India.

In Galatians we find only the words "did ye suffer so much in

vain?" In Romans we read how Priscilla and Aquila had laid

down their own necks for the apostle's life; in order to save

St. Paul they had brought themselves into some real danger of

death either at Corinth (Acts xviii. 12) or at Ephesus (Acts xix. 23),

and there is a passing allusion to the sword (Rom. viii. 35), which

is perhaps not to be interpreted literally. In Corinthians, St. Paul

appeals repeatedly to his own sufferings as the seal of his commission

(I iv. 9, XV. 32 ; II iv. 9, vi. 5, xi. 23). Some of these passages

show that the narrative of St. Luke gives a very inadequate idea

of the apostle's persecutions. It may well be that the Jews were

fiercer against St. Paul than against the other apostles, and that

he had really more to bear; certainly he claims this distinction

(II xi. 23) ; and again his words may be used to show how much
pain was endured by the early believers in silence. But the
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apostle does not speak as if the Corinthians themselves had much
to fear.

In the Epistles of the Captivity and the Pastoral Epistles we
perceive the same tone. The apostle speaks naturally of his own
chain and his own fears. He exhorts the Philippians (i. 28-30)

not only to believe on Christ, but also to suffer for His sake ; but

the exhortation is not specially pressing or urgent. Even in his

second captivity he speaks of his own death as imminent (2 Tim.

iv. 6), but gives no indication of any special peril hanging over the

heads of the brethren. They dared not stand by him at his first

Rxiswer (ihd. 16); but the apostle would hardly have blamed their

timidity, if Nero's fury against the Church had already declared

itself.

So far it would seem as if the ordinary Christian, though he had
much to bear, was not confronted by any perils, except such as a

sincere and resolute believer might be expected to overcome. In

the Epistle to the Hebrews we come upon an entirely different state

of things. The Epistle comes from a Church where many were in

bonds, and many were bearing great sufferings (KaKovxovftevoi), and

its language is marked by that stem solemnity which betokens the

imminence of the supreme moment. The Hebrews are warned

against apostasy, as a quite possible and yet absolutely unforgivable

offence, worse than any death (vi. 6, x. 26-39). So far they had

done well ; they had taken joyfully the spoiling of their goods. But a

worse and more fearful trial was at hand. And at last we come to

the decisive words :
" Ye have not yet resisted unto blood."

Here we have a new language. The time has arrived when
Christians saw their property confiscated by process of law, and

when not apostles only, but everybody must make up his mind
whether he was or was not ready to shed his blood for the Name's

sake. The State has drawn the sword. What is the particular

persecution referred to we cannot say, but it was clearly widely

spread. It was in full action in the Church from which the letter

came, and it had begun in the Church to which the letter is

addressed. It may very well have been the persecution of Nero.

The Apocalypse was, no doubt, written later. Many had been

slain for the word of God (vi. 9), one of them, Antipas, at Pergamos,

(ii. 13). Rome was drunken with the blood of the saints, and with

the blood of the martyrs of Jesus (xvii. 6, xviii. 24). We need not

ask whether this language refers to the time of Nero or of Domitian.

The point is that it is quite different from the language of Acts or of

the Pauline Epistles. Christian blood had been shed deliberately,

not by Jews, but by the pagan government. The fact caused an

indescribable shock of horror, alarm, and execration. After this no

Christian could speak of tribulation or persecution in the same tone

as before
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What kind of language, then, is used on this subject in the First

Epistle of St. Peter?

Christians were spoken against as evil-doers (ii. 1 2), So they

were in the time of Nero (Tac. Ann. xv. 44), and so they had been

by the masters of the Philippian slave-girl. They suffered reproach

for the name of Christ (iv. 14). So also did the apostles in the

very first days of the Church (Acts v. 41). They were to be ready

to give an answer to every man that asked a reason of their hope

(iii. 15), and even to suffer for righteousness' sake (iii. 14 , compare
Matt. V. 10-12). Suffering in St. Peter's mind does not by any

means necessarily extend to death, even when it is spoken of in

immediate connexion with the death of Christ. Thus we read

:

" Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same mind : for he that hath suffered

in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; that he no longer should live the

rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of

God " (iv. 1,2). There is but one passage that seems to go beyond
these :

" Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-

doer, or as a meddler in strange matters (dAXorpioeTrto-KOTros ; see

note on the passage) ; but if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed

;

but let him glorify God in this name." It is urged that murderers

were put to death by process of law, and that, therefore, the Chris-

tian who is coupled with them must have been in the same danger.

But thieves were not put to death, not to speak of " busybodies "

(or whatever the word so translated may mean). And suffering, as

has already been pointed out, need not by any means imply loss of

life. The passage is, beyond a doubt, ambiguous, to say the least,

and St. Peter could not have spoken ambiguously, if both himself

and those whom he addresses were in imminent peril of the death

sentence. If we recall the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews
and of the Apocalypse, it seems quite clear that Christian blood

had not been shed in any formal systematic way by the Roman
government at the time when St. Peter wrote.

Professor Ramsay, in his Church in the Roman Empire^ maintains

that not only is Stats persecution referred to in the Epistle, but that

this persecution had already entered on a later and more formidable

stage. He holds that ''' Nero introduced the principle of punishing

the Christians " on the ground that " certain acts which all Christians

were regularly guilty of were worthy of death " (p. 244) ; in other

words, that at first Christians were executed for what Pliny calls the

flagitia cohaerentia nomini, the crimes and moral offences which
were popularly believed to be practised in secret by all members of

the Church. But between 75 and 80 a.d., under the reign of the

Flavian emperors, a new form of process was adopted. Henceforth

the Christian was condemned propter nomen ipsum. No charge of

crime or immorality was brought against him ; he was simply asked.
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" Are you a Christian ? " Further, the Christian was placed in the

same class as the sacrilegi, latrones, plagiarii^ fiires, who were to be
hunted out by the Roman governors in pursuance of their standing

instructions {Digest, i. i8. 13); and in whose case no definite accuser

was needed. Trajan by his famous Rescript adopted in the main
the Flavian policy, but ameliorated the position of the Church in

so far as he forbade the governors to seek out Christians, and
required proceedings against them to be set on foot by an informer

who should give his name and take responsibility for his action.

Thus the Rescript "marks the end of the old system of uncom-
promising hostility." In conclusion, Mr. Ramsay thinks that the

First Epistle of St Peter was written "soon after Vespasian's

resumption of the Neronian policy in a more precise and definite

form," probably about 80 a.d. (see Church in Roman Empire^

p. i96sqq.).i

But this elaborate argument is really baseless. There is no
evidence whatever that a new form of procedure against Christianity

was adopted by the Flavians. Mr. Ramsay builds his view almost

entirely on the words of St. Peter, " If ye be reproached for the

name of Christ" (iv. 14), which he regards as substantially identical

with the phrase of Pliny, propter ipsum nomen, " for the name alone,"

and takes as meaning that Christians at this time were punished as

such, and not as evil-doers. But St. Peter tells us that Christians

were regarded as evil-doers (ii. 1 2), and he says, " for the name," not

"for the name alone." It is surely obvious that, whatever the

pagan might say, the Christian would from the first regard the

sufferings entailed by his profession as borne " for the name " and
for no other cause, however the true issue might be disguised by
the malice or prejudice of his adversaries. Nor, again, can Mr.
Ramsay be right in maintaining that Pliny followed a mode of pro-

cedure marked out for him by the Flavian cognitiones, Pliny

expressly says that he did not know anything about the method
which had been pursued in these cases. He invented a method for

himself, and the object of his despatch is to obtain from Trajan

a sanction for what he had done, and a clear direction for his future

guidance in a matter which had proved much more serious than he
anticipated. Certain persons had been definitely informed against

as Christians {deferebantur). These he simply asked, three times

over, whether they were Christians, warning them at the same time

of the consequences of their reply. Those who persisted in their

faith he ordered for immediate execution {duci tus^i), except some
who were Roman citizens ; these he directed to be sent to Rome
for trial there. Here we have an instance of the regular three

summonses, disobedience to which constituted the offence of con-

tumacia {Digest, xlii. i. 53). Pliny possessed the undefined and
formidable power of coercitio. He simply ordered these unfortunate
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people to give up their faith, and, on their refusal, dealt with them as

rebels. Later on, an anonymous accuser posted up or sent to Pliny

a list of many names of persons who were liable to the same charge.

These Pliny examined ; clearly he had taken alarm at the magnitude
of the task before him. Some denied that they were or ever had
been Christians ; these he ordered to worship the gods and Caesar,

and especially to "curse Christ," and, on their compliance, dis-

missed. Others asserted that, though they had been Christians,

they had ceased to be so. When these also had justified themselves

by the same tests, Pliny proceeded to find out from them, what one
would think he might have tried to learn at an earlier stage of the

proceedings, what Christianity really was. They told him that it

was not a conspiracy but a religion, that it consisted in the worship

of Christ as God, that there were no flagitia at all, and that the

reason why they had left the Church was, that the religious practices

of Christians conflicted with the law against clubs or guilds

(Jietaeriae). Pliny obtained corroboration of this statement by
putting to the torture two slave-women, who were possibly deacon-

esses {quae ministrae dicebantur). Upon the whole, he came to the

conclusion that Christianity was nothing worse than a debased
and extravagant superstition. And so he turns to the emperor and
asks%hether he had done right ; whether he is to punish Christianity

as such {notnen ipsum), or only wicked and criminal Christians

(flagitia cohaerentia nomini) ; whether Christianity is a crime like

murder, for which repentance is no atonement, or a merely religious

offence, which change of mind wipes out ; and, lastly, whether it

admits of degrees and distinctions, or whether all offenders, man
and woman, young and old, are to be treated with the same
severity.

Trajan replies that Pliny has acted rightly, and proceeds to state

certain rules for his future guidance. Christianity is not a crime

like others, and no definite formula can be laid down. Christians

are not to be hunted out, like notorious malefactors, by the police.

The contumacious are to be put to death ; those who recant may be
discharged. But anonymous accusations are on no account to be
received. They are bad in themselves, and the spirit of the age

condemns them.

In these last words the emperor administers a severe and well-

merited rebuke to Pliny. But Pliny's despatch throughout is as

silly and helpless a production as was ever penned. First he puts

men to death without inquiry, then he inquires, and then he does

not know what to do. We can gather little from him for our

present purpose beyond the fact that cognitiones had been held

upon Christians in Rome, probably not long before and not

infrequently.

The precise effect of Trajan's Rescript has been much debated.
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Some have held that it altered the position of the Christian for the

bettor, some for the worse. It may be maintained that it made no
difference at all. " So far as I can see," says Professor Harnack,
"Tertullian is the only independent witness for the Rescript in

ecclesiastical literature." It is not mentioned in the Rescript of

Hadrian. In the Vienna persecution the proconsul acted without
any reference to it ; " sought out " Christians ; listened to charges of
" Thyestean banquets and Oedipodean incest " ; tortured Blandina,

Sanctus, Biblias, Pothinus, to ascertain the truth of these horrid

stories, just as Pliny had done ; finally, wrote to Rome for instruc-

tions, and received much the same answer as Pliny (Eus. H.E.v. i.

14, 19, 20, 25, 29, 44, 47, 52). It is not clear what was the force

of a Rescript in the time of Trajan. Gains, writing under Marcus
Aurelius, says that it has never been doubted that a Rescript has

the force of law
; yet again he tells us that a letter from the emperor

had not always a general application (Gains, i. 2, 5, 73, in Huschke,
lurisprudentiae anteiustinianae quae supersunt

^ pp. 171, 189—the text

in the last passage is uncertain). Before the time of Hadrian there

are very few traces of general rescripts (see the Index Fontium at the

end of Huschke), and they seem to be unknown to Tacitus. The
Emperor Macrinus, who was an accomplished lawyer (see his Life in

Hist. Aug, chap. 13), at one time thought of repealing all the

rescripts of his predecessors, " saying it was monstrous that the will

of Commodus and Caracallus and other ignorant men should be
counted law, when Trajan never answered petitions {cum Traianus
numquam libellis respondents^ Macrinus was thinking, perhaps,

rather of favours or exemptions granted by rescript ; but he could

hardly have said what he did if Trajan's rescripts laid down general

rules, modified accepted methods of procedure, and formed a new
law to be followed in all similar cases.

At any rate it seems clear that Trajan's Rescript was not pub-

lished, or was not included in the directions given to provincial

governors. It was not known at Vienna
; just as another rescript

referred to by Tertullian {ad Scapulam, 4), by which Christians were
ordered to be beheaded, not burnt alive, was not known, or not

obeyed, in his province.

Yet Trajan's words clearly dictate a sterner line of conduct than

Pliny would probably have followed if left to himself. What the

emperor approves is Pliny's treatment of his first batch of prisoners.

Pliny had inquired into theflagitia. But Trajan tells him that this

is mere waste of time ; the offence is the npmen ipsum. Gradually,

as the issues of the struggle between paganism and the Church
became clearer, this rule prevailed. The Christian was not allowed

to plead his loyalty or his moral innocence. His mouth was shut,

and his trial resolved itself into a plain yes or no. Hence the bitter

complaints of the Apologists that the Christian, unlike all other
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offenders, was punished for a mere name (Justin, ApoL 1. 4

;

Athenagoras, Suppl, 2 ; Tatian, Oratio ad Graecos^ 2 7 ; Theo-
philus Antioch. i. i ; Tertullian, Apol. i). The best illustration of

the justice of these complaints may be found in the Acts of the

Scil/itan Martyrs {\hQ date is a.d. 180; see the text in Texts and
Studies, edit. J. A. Robinson, p. 112 sqq., Cambridge, 189 1).

We have been wandering rather far afield in the latter part of

this discussion. But the reader who will consider the Rescript

of Trajan, the way in which Tacitus speaks of the Neronian per-

secution (Anna/Sj xv. 44), the language of the Apocalypse and even
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, will feel that the First Epistle of

St. Peter must come in point of date before them all. At the time
when it was written Babylon had not yet unmasked all its terrors,

and the ordinary Christian was not in immediate danger of the

tunica ardenSy or the red-hot iron chair, or the wild beasts, or the

stake.

§ 6. DOCTRINE, DISCIPLINE, AND ORGANISATION
IN I PETER.

It has been argued in preceding sections that i Peter was
probably not composed by the hand of the apostle himself—that,

though the ideas of the Epistle are those of St. Peter, the words, to

a degree which cannot be precisely ascertained, belong to his

draughtsman—that the resemblances of expression between i Peter

and the Pauline Epistles turn upon phrases and topics of a

commonplace kind, do not include any of the favourite words,

ideas, or metaphors of St. Paul, and generally are not such as to

prove a literary use of any of the Pauline Epistles by the author

or composer of i Peter, and that the language of i Peter on the

subject of Christian suffering is such as to lead to the conclusion

that our Epistle was written before the outbreak of the Neronian
persecution. We may now turn to another topic, the realisation of

the Christian idea as it is presented to us in i Peter. The question

is of some interest as regards the date, but may be called vital as

regards the authenticity of the Epistle. Does i Peter represent, as

has been said, " a step in the process by which Pauline ideas passed
into the consciousness of the Church " ? If so, the author may have
been a very good man, but he was certainly not St. Peter, though
he decked himself with the apostle's name. This opinion is, how-
ever, widely entertained by scholars of great authority. Professor

Harnack {Chronologie, p. 452) holds that " the author of i Peter is

thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Pauline Christianity," and
many other scholars use terms implying that he was a docile but

not very intelligent disciple of the one great apostle. Indeed, many
go further still, and regard St. Paul as having given such a stamp,

3
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such a direction and impulse to Christianity, that he might without

impropriety be called its founder. It must be of importance to get

clear ideas upon this point.

Let us endeavour, then, to see what is the agreement, and what is

the disagreement, between St. Paul and St. Peter. It will be argued

in the following pages that in what we may call dogma the two

apostles are substantially in accord ; that in the practical sphere St.

Peter differs widely from St. Paul, not as one who misunderstands a

teacher, but as one who looks at things from a different point of

view. It will be argued also, and this is a point that is usually

passed over, that, where the two differ, St. Peter stands perceptibly

nearer to the evangelists and to the Book of Acts. We may
venture to assume here that Acts is a genuine history, written by

St. Luke, an educated, intelligent, sincere man, who had personal

knowledge of much that he relates, and took pains to inform

himself about the rest.

It is of the highest importance that we should study the

differences between the sacred writers. As yet this task has hardly

been attempted except by Baur and Ritschl with their respective

followers. Baur was a Hegelian, and the Hegelian theory of

history, with its perpetual thesis and antithesis, led him to imagine

that there were great differences in dogma between the Twelve and
St. Paul. Yet Hegelianism has the great merit of giving to Art,

Knowledge, and Discipline their true value as means of education.

Ritschl was a Kantian, and Kantism may be called the philosophy

of Lutheranism. From the Kantian point of view Art, Knowledge,

and Discipline have no religious worth, and the one thing necessary

is Faith. Hence the disciplinary system of i Peter is to be
regarded as a degradation or misapprehension of the Pauline view

of freedom. On the other hand, theologians as a rule have refused

to see any differences at all. One school has interpreted the whole

of the New Testament in terms of St. Peter, another in terms of

St. Paul. Since the time of Mr. Maurice there has been a strong

tendency in England to make St. John the norm. But the duty of

the critic is neither to separate things which are the same, nor to

confuse things which are different. Harmonising, as it is wrongly

called, is the more pressing danger of the two. Out of it flow all

our mutual excommunications, and by it we impoverish the rich

variety of the Christian life.

There are, as is well known, grave practical differences between

eminent and sincere Christians. Is it absurd to maintain that these

differences have always existed, that they are to be found in the

Gospels, that they correspond to the ancient and inevitable distinc-

tion between the Realist and the Nominalist, that they caused as

much heat in primitive times as in our own, that they brought even

apostles into sharp antagonisms, that in effect St. Peter was the first
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great High Churchman, and St. Paul the first great Low Church-
man ? At any rate we may look at matters from this point of view,

and endeavour to ascertain how far it is in agreement with facts.

That the dogmatic teaching of the two apostles was identical we
know on indisputable authority, that of St. Paul himself. In the

Conference at Jerusalem the apostles " added nothing to him," in

other words they approved his creed, there was no dispute about

the essential points of the truth of the gospel (Gal. ii. 6). And at

a moment when St. Paul's feelings were warmly excited, and he was
the less likely to minimise differences, he based his rebuke of St.

Peter on the very fact that in theology they occupied common
ground: "We, who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the

Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the

law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ" (Gal. ii. 15, 16). Such words
could not possibly have been uttered and written down, after time

for reflexion had intervened, if St. Paul had been divided from St.

Peter by such a gulf as Baur imagined.

Let us endeavour to see how the matter stands. It will be well

to begin by considering how far the theology of the Epistle agrees

with the doctrine of St. Peter, as he is depicted by St. Luke in the

Book of Acts. The following points call for notice. In Acts (ii.

22) St. Peter calls the Saviour 'Irjaovv t6v Na^wpatoi/. In the

Epistle the name Jesus is not used by itself, and the nickname
"Nazoraean" has given way to the other nickname "Christian"

(see note on i Pet. iv. 16). In the Epistle we do not find the

phrase Trats ©eoO (Acts iii. 13) ; but the passage of Isaiah, from which
the phrase is taken, is constantly before the writer's eyes. Much
significance has been found in two expressions that are used by St.

Peter in Acts

—

avSpa dTroScSety/xei/ov (xtto tov ®€ov (ii. 22), and KvpLOV

avTov KoX Xptarbv 6 ®eb<s hroiiqa-i (ii. 36)—which have been thought to

involve what was afterwards known as the Adoptianist view. But
they do not necessarily involve it, and language of precisely the

same character is found in the Epistle to the Hebrews, the author
of which was certainly not an Adoptianist (i. 2, ov eOrjKe KX-rjpovofiov

7rdvT(DV, Sl ov Koi eTTOLrjae rovs atcovas : 4, Kpetrrcov yevofxevos twv
ayyeX(DV : iii. 2, *Ir]aovv ttlcttov oj/ra tw Troi-qaavTt avrov). The
relation between the divine and human natures of our Lord is not
expressed in the New Testament with the precision insisted upon
by later theology. Even St. John writes that " the Word became
flesh" (i. 14), and in the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs we
find phrases that might seem to involve psilanthropism side by side

with others that might be interpreted as Sabellianism (see Sinker's

Introduction^ P- 91 sqq.). But the broad similarity between the

Peter of the Acts and the Peter of the Epistle is so strong that it far

outweighs these verbal differences. In Acts, as in the Epistle, Jesus
was crucified by the foreknowledge of God (Acts ii. 23) ; God hath
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raised Him up, and now He is exalted at the right hand of God (il

32, 33), to return once more at the restitution of all things and
judge both quick and dead (x. 42). Even the most striking pecu-

liarity of the Epistle, the Descent into Hell, is implicitly contained

in the quotation from Ps. xvi. (Acts ii. 25 sqq.), which is not applied

to our Lord elsewhere in the New Testament. To Christ, again, all

the prophets give witness (x. 43) ; He is Lord of all (x. 36), and for

His Name the disciples suffer shame (v. 41).

The last two passages are of the greatest importance. In the

Epistle " the word of the living God " is " the word of the Lord "

(i. 23, 25), and also the word of the spirit of Christ which spoke in

the prophets (i. 11). Again, the Lord of the Psalmist is Christ

(ii. 3). Thus the Name of Christ for which the Christian suffers

reproach (iv. 14), is that same Name of the Lord on which whoso-

ever calleth shall be saved, the only Name given under heaven
among men whereby they can be saved (Acts ii. 21, iv. 12). It is

St. Paul's " Name that is above every name " (Eph. i. 2 1 ; Phil.

ii. 9), and it is identified in many places with the Divine Name in

the Old Testament.

There is, in fact, no theological difference of any moment
between the Peter of the Epistle and the Peter of Acts, nor, on the

other hand, between St. Peter and St. Paul. Our Epistle opens with

the Three Names of the Trinity, and assigns to each a distinct

part in the redemption of mankind. God is the God and Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, as in Eph. i. 3 and in the Gospel of St.

John XX. 18. He is also our Father (i. 17), as Creator (iv. 19), and
Regenerator (i. 3). To Him belong foreknowledge and election

(i. 2), judgment (i. 17), great mercy (i. 3), our calling (v. 10) and
stablishing because He is the giver of all grace. The Son is Lord
(i. 3), in such a sense that passages used in the Old Testament of

Jehovah may without fear be applied to Him (ii. 3). To Him a

doxology is addressed (iv. 11). He it was that inspired the

prophets (i. 11). He was the spotless Lamb by whose blood we
are redeemed (i. 19). He suffered for us, the just for the unjust

(iii. 18). He was our sin-offering and expiation (ii. 24, iii. 18), and
is our Pattern (ii. 21), Shepherd (ii. 25), and Overseer. He de-

scended into Hades to preach to the dead (iii. 19, iv. 6), ascended
into heaven, is on the right hand of God (iii. 22), and shall come
again in the Revelation of Glory to bestow the amaranthine crown
(v. 4). The Spirit is one of the Three (i. 2), and a Person, for

TTvcv/xa in our Epistle means a personality (see below), who was
"sent" from heaven to forward the preaching of the gospel (i. 12).

He sanctifies (i. 2), and rests upon the Christian (iv. 14), as the

Spirit of glory and of God.

Two points only are peculiar to St. Peter—the preaching in

Hades, which is probably alluded to in Matt, xxvii. 51, 52, and
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possibly in Eph. iv. 9 ; and the inspiration of prophecy by Christ,

which may be found without great difficulty in 2 Cor. iii. 7 sqq.

We can therefore easily understand the appeal made by St. Paul to

St. Peter at Antioch on the ground of their common belief. The
creed was the same, though the manner in which it expressed itself

in conduct might be very different.

For all those terms that we use in theology may be employed in

two senses, the Mystic and the Disciplinarian. These two words
denote not a difference in the thing believed, but a difference in the

way of believing it. Let us try to make this clear without going too

far into metaphysics.

A Disciplinarian is one who hears God speaking to him; a

Mystic is one who feels the presence of God within. The former

says, " Christ is my Saviour, Shepherd, Friend, my Judge, my
Rewarder " ; the latter says, " Not I live, but Christ liveth in me."

The former sedulously distinguishes the human personality from the

divine; the latter desires to sink his own personality in the divine.

Hence the leading Disciplinarian ideas are Grace considered as a

gift. Law, Learning, Continuity, Godly Fear—in all these human
responsibility is kept steadily in view. But the leading Mystic ideas

are Grace as an indwelling power. Freedom, the Inner Light,

Discontinuity (Law and Gospel, Flesh and Spirit, World and God),

and Love. Nothing is more difficult than to define these two
tendencies in the abstract, because they run into one another in

shapes of manifold diversity. Yet it is easy in practice to see the

difference between, for instance, William Laud and George Fox.

A great part of the difficulty of discrimination arises from the fact

that many people use mystic language, though they are really and
truly disciplinarians.

Now this is just the difference of which we are sensible in

reading the Pauline and the Petrine Epistles. Let us compare
the two theologies from this point of view.

In I Peter, God though full of mercy (i. 3), and the giver of all

grace (v. 10), is above all holy (i. 15), and mighty (v. 6); our

chastening Father, who sends suffering for our good (iv. 19, v.

5 sqq.) ; the just Judge (i. 1 7) ; and on all these accounts He is to

be feared with godly fear (i. 17, ii. 17). St. Peter does not speak

of loving God, though Christians love Christ with joy unspeakable

(i. 8). Throughout the Epistle the attitude is one of profound

awe and reverence. Bishop Butler was a true disciple of St.

Peter.

On the other hand, St. Paul's thought tends rather to the love

of God, to joy in God (Rom. v. 8, viii. 39) ; and God is not merely

Judge, Rewarder, Father, but that infinite and eternal Spirit who
shall one day fill all things, and in whom all things shall find

perfect rest (i Cor. xv. 28). St. Peter teaches that after this life
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we shall meet God, and that this must be an awful thought even
to the righteous (iv. i8). St. Paul rejoices in the expectation of

knowing even as we are known, and seeing face to face ( i Cor. xiii.

12, 13). It is sufficient briefly to refer to those many passages

where St. Paul dwells on the unity of the believer with God in

Christ (i Cor. vi. 17).

Both these views of the spiritual life have been taken by great

saints, and both are to be found in the Gospels. What we are to

observe is that St. Paul's view is the more mystical, and that St.

Peter's view is the more disciplinarian. It will be remembered
with what sympathy St. Paul quoted upon the Areopagus the words
of the Greek mystic—"For in Him we live, and move, and have
our being ; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are

also His offspring."

This general difference of intention makes itself felt at every

point. We may select by way of illustration a few striking instances.

Take Trto-rts. St. Paul uses this word in more than one shade

of meaning, and nowhere exactly defines it. Yet we may say that

to him it signifies much more than loving trust. It is the comfort-

able sense of the Lord's presence in the heart, whereby the believer

is able to say, " Yet I live ; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth

in me : and that life which now I live in the flesh I live in faith,

the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave

Himself up for me " (Gal. ii. 20). It is because of this mystic sense

of faith as producing a real unifying contact between the soul and
Christ, that St. Paul is able to speak of the believer as justified by
faith and not by works of law. He is so justified because he has

within him the Source of life and righteousness, because by faith

he is one with the Risen Lord.

Now, compare the language of St. Paul with that of St. James,
" By works a man is justified, and not by faith only." St. James
has been harmonised with St. Paul, but only by force. It is palpable

that the two use "faith" and "justify" in different senses. St.

Peter says that good conduct is thankworthy (ii. 19), that the

righteous man is hardly saved (iv. 18); and these phrases imply a

similar conception to that of St. James. Conduct is something;

it springs from the motive, and receives its value from the motive

;

yet at the same time it reacts upon the motive. In the view of

St. Paul, action is merely the sign of the inspiration within, and has

no other value ; in that of St. Peter and St. James it is not merely

the sign of faith, but the necessary condition of a higher and stronger

faith. Neither St. Peter nor St. James would have denied that the

Christian is saved by faith, though probably they would not have

said that he is justified by faith (cf. i Pet. i. 5, 9 with Gal. ii. 16).

But to them faith is not so much the presence of God in the heart,

as the steadfast will to follow God through all the trials of life. The
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practical difference between these two conceptions of the same
thing is very great indeed, as we know from history.

St. Peter does not define Faith, but he uses the word in the

same sense as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. " Faith

is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not

seen ... he that cometh unto God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him " (Heb.
xi. T, 6). It is not merely belief, which may be non-moral or

even immoral (Jas. ii. 19), but strong conviction, carrying with it

trustful obedience in the midst of trials which we do not under-

stand, godly fear, and the love of Christ. It is not salvation, but

it is the way to salvation ( i Pet. i. 9) ; it destroys sin, but only

through patience under suffering (i Pet. iv. i). Strong conviction

is its beginning, but the blessing of God rests upon the disposition

which it produces, on the conduct in which it finds expression. St
Peter's conception of faith we may say is simpler, more Hebrew,
more evangelical, than that of St. Paul. His Faith is that which
we find expressed in Ps. cxix.

Or take again the word x^pt^. From the mystical Pauline point

of view Faith and Grace are really the same thing ; they differ only

in so far as the divine immanence, the unity between God and man,
must have an earthward as well as a heavenward side. Faith is

Grace, the inner life, the divine life manifesting itself in man ; and
the gifts of Grace (xaptV/u-ara) are those spiritual supernatural

infusions which testify to the immediate presence of the Holy
Ghost (Rom. i. 11, vi. 23; i Cor. xii. ; even in Rom. xii. 6 the

idea is the same). In St. Peter, Grace is not the life, but anything

that conduces to the life, any gift of the personal God to the

personal man, any good thing whatever that comes down to us

from the merciful Father—the gospel (i. 10), the promised joy of

heaven (i. 13), or life (iii. 7), or money and the power of dispensing

hospitality (iv. 9, 10). Grace is the bounty, or mercy, or favour

of God. Here again St. Peter is more evangelical, more Jewish.

God is the good Father who bestows ; the Christian is the good
child, the faithful servant, who receives, and receives more in pro-

portion to the faithfulness of his service. God's gifts are free, of

course, but this thought does not trouble St. Peter. He does not

speculate about it, nor go out of his way to ask why some men
receive and some do not. God is free, but He is good, and not

arbitrary, and this suffices for the apostle's simple creed.

One striking consequence of this theological attitude is, that

in the mind of St. Peter the future outweighs the present to a much
greater degree than in that of St. Paul, St. John, or the mystics

generally. Faith has, indeed, a present assurance in the Spirit of

glory and of God which " rests upon " the Christian, as the

Shechinah rested on the tabernacle (iv. 14), and causes joy un-
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speakable and full of glory (i. 8) ; but it is closely allied, indeed
it is almost the same thing with Hope, as it is also in the Epistle

to the Hebrews. Here, again, Peter is more evangelical ; and his

sober patience is just what we should expect in a personal companion
of Christ's after the day of Ascension. His frame of mind is that

which is suggested by the later parables in St. Matthew's Gospel.

The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country.

Soon He will return bringing His reward with Him. Meanwhile
His servants dwell as strangers, as pilgrims, in a world of trouble.

They are kept through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed

(i. 5) ; they are to hope perfectly for the grace that is to be brought

(i. 13); they are to look for the return of the Chief Shepherd with

the amaranthine crown (v. 4). The Christian has joy, peace, good
days (iii. 10), but his lot here is one of temptation ; and tempta-

tion is not the bitter strife against evil within, but the crushing

load of sorrow from without (i. 6, 7). What we mean by temptation

in our modern phraseology is called by St. Paul d/xapna, by St.

Peter kiriOv^ia. The same sense of the inadequacy of the present

life is to be found, of course, in St. Paul (i Cor. xv. 19); but St.

Paul had felt a deeper mental anguish, and risen to a more
triumphant sense of victory than St. Peter. Hence, though he
prizes hope, he is less oppressed by the deferring of the hope.

A few words may be added here on the psychological and
ethical terminology of St Peter, which is entirely unlike that of

St. Paul. Ilvcv/xa, as applied to man, denotes his soul as a whole,

considered as immaterial and immortal. It is used of disembodied
spirits (iii. 19), and is opposed to a-dp^ as mind to body. In one
place (iii. 4, rja-vx^ov Trvevfiaro^) it signifies merely disposition or

temper. But St. Peter never employs it, as St. Paul frequently

does, to denote inspiration, or the faculty through which man is

capable of inspiration. He does not distinguish it from ifrvxij (cf.

I Thess. V. 23 ; i Cor. xv. 45, 46) or from vovs (cf. i Cor. xiv.

14, 15). Two very important points are here involved. One has

already been noticed, that, as applied to the Holy Spirit, Trvevfx^a must
certainly in i Peter mean Ghost or Personality. The other is that

St. Peter could not say, as St. Paul does, " the spiritual man judgeth

all things." Both the phrase and the idea are foreign to him. He
points no antithesis between irvevfjLa and ypdfx/ixij nor, in an ethical

sense, between irvcv/xa and ardp^. Indeed, in the First Epistle a-dp^

has no moral significance at all ; it means simply the body (cf., how-
ever, 2 Pet. ii. 10, 18), though the desires belong to the flesh (ii. 11).

Kocr/Ao? also is simply the world (i. 20, v. 9), not the evil world.

^vx^i again, denotes the whole inner nature of man, the principle

of life, the personality (see i. 9, 22, ii. 25, iii. 20, iv. 19). It does

not bear the sense of the lower life of sense or carnal understand-

ing, opposed to the higher life of reason or intelligence; hence such



DOCTRINE, DISCIPLINE, ORGANISATION IN I PETER 4I

phrases as ij/vxt-Kos av6po}iro<s (i Cor. ii. 14), o-w/xa x^rvxiKov {ibid.

XV. 44), do not, and indeed could not, occur, "^vyji is, in fact, the

very word which St. Peter uses throughout of the soul in relation

to the religious life. Besides these words, we have hia.voia (i. 13),

€i/i/ota (iv. i), iTnOvfiiai (i. 14, ii. II, iv. 2, 3), and the Hebraistic

KttpSia (i. 22, iii. 4, 15). It is a simple, slender, rather archaic list

of words, just sufficient for the author's purpose, taken from common
usage, and clearly untinged by speculation.

It has been pointed out in the foregoing paragraphs that the

Petrine theology regards God as the object of Christian thought,

aspiration, worship, rather than of experience, possession, inner

realisation ; that it dwells on the transcendental nature and majesty

of God, rather than on the mystic union between God and the

believer. St. Peter does not, indeed, fail to do justice co the

experimental side of the religious life ; his people have " tasted

that the Lord is good" (ii. 3). Still, his view is predominantly

objective ; and this is at all times the attitude of the disciplinarian.

He gives very few details of the religious hfe as it existed among
his readers ; this was not his object. But there are in the Epistle

a certain number of ideas and words belonging to the sphere of

practical theology; and these all point in the same direction.

Everything is simple, easy, stamped by plain, pastoral common
sense ; everything again is conservative ; the Church has advanced
from its old Hebrew resting-place, but no further than is necessary.

The first great point that we notice is, that the corruption of man
is still regarded in the same light as in the Old Testament and the

Gospels. There is, at any rate, no trace of the Pauline doctrine of

inherited sin, and a/xapria always means the concrete act, " a sin,"

as in the Synoptic Gospels, not " sinfulness," as in the mystics St.

Paul and St. John. Even when he is speaking of the saving power
of Baptism, St. Peter calls moral evil " the filth of the flesh," and
appears to mean simply that sin is the yielding to those desires

which have their root in the body. We cannot absolutely infer

from his silence that he did not know, or did not approve, the

doctrine of St. Paul, but he certainly is silent. To another very

important Pauline doctrine, that of Imputation, he makes not the

slightest allusion, and we may gather with confidence that he would
not have admitted it without reservation, for he speaks of "the
righteous man" in exactly the same way as the Psalmist or the

Book of Proverbs (iv. 18).

Equally important is the absence of the word Law. There is no
sign of any difficulty or dispute, nor is any difference whatever made,
between Jew and Gentile. Both appear to be living in peace, side

by side under the same authoritative supervision. We may account
for this remarkable fact in different ways. We may suppose that

the whole Church was violently agitated by the circumcision dispute,
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and did not settle down in quiet for some years ; and this is the

view which has been derived from too exclusive a use of the

Epistles of St. Paul. Or we may suppose that the heat was
generated by a handful of fanatics, that it was a mere crackling of

thorns, which never received any support from the Twelve, and died

away at once ; and this is the view which we should gather from the

Book of Acts. What St. Paul wrote about the Law, except in

Galatians, is not directly polemical—it is simply the free expression

of his mystic belief that all external authority disappeared with the

advent of the Spirit. That St. Peter did not share this belief is

abundantly evident ; but why should we expect him to write against

it ? Or if he was writing against it, how could he do so more properly

than by such an Epistle as the present ?

The truth appears to be that, in the mind of St. Peter, Chris-

tianity itself is a Law, the will of God (ii. 15), the Law fulfilled,

transfigured, re-established on a surer foundation by Jesus Christ,

yet still in its eternal elements, in its essential nature as Law, lying

at the root of all moral life. Hence in St. Peter we find that same
sense of the continuity of history which is so nobly expressed in

Hebrews. There has been no rejection of the Jew ; he has simply

been called like everybody else to move on to a higher plane. There
is no antithesis between Law and Promise. The titles of the chosen

people are transferred without hesitation to the Christian community.
The Christians are priests, kings, a holy nation, the people that God
always had in view ; they are the Diaspora, pilgrims like Abraham

;

and all good women are daughters of Sarah. There is no trace of

bitterness against the Jews. In a word, history flows on from the

far past to the present in a widening but continuous stream.

Closely allied to the continuity of the faith is its authority. In

the view of St. Paul there is no authority except that of the inner

light ; the spiritual man judgeth all things, and is judged of none.

Freedom is emancipation from all external control ; it is based on
that conscious union with God which lifts a man above all precepts

and ordinances.

But there is another view that Grace (as John Wesley said) is

not necessarily Light, and that, at the outset of the spiritual life,

men must do, not because they understand and love, but in order

that they may understand and love.

Here, again, we may test the difference between the apostles at

many significant points. In the eyes of St. Peter all Christians are
*' babes " (ii. 2) ; it is their natural estate in this life, and to the end
of their earthly probation they need to be fed with the " milk " of

God's word. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, influenced,

perhaps, by some writer of the same school as Philo, speaks of the

Catechism as " milk " for babes, and contrasts it with the " strong

meat," the deeper and wider belief of the grown-up Christian. Still
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he seems to mean that the lower belief of obedience is a natural

preparation for the higher belief of intelligence, that as a regular

thing men do rise through the state of Law to the state of Freedom.
This attitude we may call that of disciplinary mysticism (Heb. v. 12,

13). But to the mind of St. Paul the evil of this lower stage is

more obvious than its good. *' Milk " is the food of the carnal, of

the weak brother who sets great store by externals, and is always

ready to quarrel about them. To him the "babe" is not the

Christian, as to St. Peter, nor the novice, as to the author of

Hebrews, but the formalist, the disciplinarian (i Cor. iii. i). Ob-
viously St. Peter would restrict within reasonable limits that right

of private judgment which St. Paul bestows without reserve on
all Christians. Notice again the use of the word TroifiaCvetv and
TToifxrjv in St. Peter (ii. 25, v. 2, 4). St. Paul hardly uses this

appropriate metaphor of the Christian pastor (Acts xx. 28; Eph.
iv. 11), and never applies it to Christ. Another important word is

ayto9, which in St. Paul is often a noun—all Christians are saints

;

but in St. Peter is only an adjective—all Christians ought to become
saints. Or observe how St. Peter directs his people to speak like

the oracles of God (iv. 11). Scripture is the external norm or

pattern for all our words. Or, again, how St. Paul relaxes the gospel

rule of marriage, to this extent at least, that in the case of mixed
marriages, if the heathen partner desires a separation, the Christian

partner is not under bondage (i Cor. vii. 15). "For," the apostle

adds, "what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy

husband ? or what knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save

thy wife ? " But St. Peter appears to know of no such liberty, and
exhorts all wives to be in subjection to their own husbands, " that

if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won
by the conversation of the wives" (iii. i).

But more important than all is the entire absence in i Peter of

any allusion to Christian prophecy. The point is of such conse-

quence that it may be permissible to deal with it at some little

length.

In the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke (not in St. Mark or
St. John) our Lord speaks of sending prophets to the Church
(Matt. X. 41 ; Luke xi. 49). They are distinguished from "wise
men and scribes " (Matt, xxiii. 34). Prophecy is a miraculous gift,

analogous to the power of casting out devils, and might be bestowed
on or assumed by people whose conduct was not good (Matt,

vii. 22). These are false prophets (Matt. vii. 15); and we gather
that the false prophet specially concerned himself with that topic

on which Christians are forbidden to speculate (Matt. xxiv. 36),
the day and hour of the Second Advent (Matt. xxiv. 1 1, 23, 24).

At the beginning of the Book of Acts we read of the outpouring
of the spirit of prophecy on the day of Pentecost, and on several
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occasions we find the same gift bestowed on the newly baptized.

We may suppose this form of prophecy to have been an ecstatic

outburst of thanksgiving and adoration ; but this particular form of

the grace does not appear to have been universal or permanent,
nor did it make its recipient a prophet in the regular acceptation

of the word.

But we meet also with persons who were recognised as prophets

and of the same family as the prophets of old, because in their case

inspiration was not, indeed, habitual,—this it never was,—but at

any rate frequently recurrent. We find them at Jerusalem (xi. 27),

at Antioch (xiii. i), at Tyre (xxi. 4), at Caesarea (xxi. 9), but not
elsewhere. Some of them were men, some were " virgins." They
read the secrets of men's hearts (v, 3), or predicted future events

(xi. 28, xxi. 11), or delivered special mandates from the Holy Spirit

to the Church (xiii. 2). Some of them were also teachers (xiii. i)

;

and two, Judas and Silas, exhorted the brethren at Antioch with

many words (xv. 32), explaining to them the circumcision dispute,

and pressing upon them the acceptance of the Jerusalem Decree.

One passage in the Book of Acts relating to prophecy is so

important that it calls for special comment. Originally there were
at Antioch two Churches, one of Jews and one of Greeks, and even
at the time described in the thirteenth chapter it is not clear to

what extent the two had been amalgamated. The Gentile Church
was founded by men of Cyrene, and Lucius of Cyrene was one of

the prophets and teachers by whom Barnabas and Saul were set

apart for their mission (xi. 19, 20, xiii. i). The selection or

ordination of the two evangelists may possibly have been the act

of the Greek Church alone. Nor is it certain what it was that the

prophets and teachers actually did. We may, however, suppose

with great probability that the plan of a missionary campaign had
already been discussed and approved, and that the whole Church
was gathered together, fasting and praying for some definite word
from the Holy Ghost, telling them whither to go and whom to

send. All eyes and hearts would be fixed upon the five prophets

through whom the heavenly voice had so often made itself heard

before. At last the mandate comes and the mouthpiece speaks :

" Separate me Barnabas and Saul." A very similar account of the

method of prophecy is given by Hermas, who knew it well. " When
the man who hath the divine spirit cometh into a congregation of

righteous men who have the faith of the divine spirit, and inter-

cession of the congregation of those men is made to God, then the

angel of the prophetic spirit, who is attached to him, fills the man,
and the man being filled with the Holy Ghost speaketh to the

assembly as the Lord willeth " {Aland, xi. 9). What we find

described here is not the ordinary meeting for public worship, but

a special assembly of intercession for a definite object
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Elsewhere also (i Tim. i. 18, iv. 14) we find the prophet playing

the same part in the selection of God's ministers. Timothy, how-
ever, though marked out by the prophets, was commissioned and,

as we should say, ordained by the laying on of the hands of the

presbytery. St. Luke does not expressly say that the presbyters laid

hands on Barnabas and Saul, but this is probably what he means.

Generally speaking, from the Book of Acts w^e should infer

that the gift of prophecy, in the proper sense of the word, was not

commonly bestowed, that its form was that of direct inspiration,

that its expression was occasional and limited. In i Peter, James,

Jude, Hebrews, we read of no prophets at all. In 2 Peter (ii. 11)

mention is made of false prophets. John knows both of false

prophets and of true (i John iv. i ; Apoc. xi. 18, xix. 20). If

we take the Pauline Epistles, we find little or no trace of the

existence of prophets at Ephesus (see, however, Eph. iv. 11), or

Philippi, or Colossae, or in Galatia, or at Rome. Prophecy is,

indeed, mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans (xii. 6) ; but when
the apostle tells us that he longed to impart unto that Church some
spiritual gift (i. 11), we are probably to understand that he hoped
to stir up a grace which as yet had not been bestowed upon it.

But in two Churches, at Thessalonica and at Corinth, we find a

very different state of things. Both were new Churches, composed
probably in the main of Gentiles, who but a few months before had
been idolaters. Yet in both these communities prophets were very

numerous, and the apostle gave them great encouragement (i Thess.

v. 19; I Cor. xiv. 39).

At Thessalonica the prophets were busily doing exactly what

our Lord forbade, they were proclaiming that the day of Christ

was imminent (ivia-TrjKevy ii. 2) ; and for this error they were rebuked
by St. Paul. Even in this town, prophetism appears to have been
very active and, on the whole, mischievous. There were those who
regarded it with disfavour, and wished to suppress it altogether, or,

at any rate, to bring it under control by the imposition of restraints

which St. Paul thought too rigorous. " Quench not the Spirit," he
says; "despise not prophesyings " (i Thess. v. 19, 20). At the

same time he adds a needful word of warning :
" Prove all things

;

hold fast that which is good."

But at Corinth the state of affairs was really extraordinary.

The number of those who laid claim to the spiritual gifts of speak-

ing with tongues and of prophecy must have been very large. But
these miraculous endowments, instead of leading to meekness and
unity, caused much angry rivalry, which turned even the public

worship of the Church into a scene of disorder. These were not

good fruits ; indeed, to speak quite plainly, they are the contra-

diction of anything that we can reasonably attribute to the Spirit of

God. St Paul treats these extravagances with great wisdom. He
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asserts his own authority, both as apostle and as prophet, with

explicit resolution. But he deals only with the symptoms, with the

disorders. He does not name the offenders, nor does he charge

them with self-deceit, nor does he expressly point out in what way
their notion of "prophecy," of "liberty," was connected with those

moral and doctrinal extravagances which he condemns. But he
lays down firmly the rule of decency and order, the great principles

of Charity and Unity, and points out clearly the besetting danger of

what in the eighteenth century was called Enthusiasm. " Know-
ledge puffeth up." Knowledge, the knowledge of mysteries, is

very closely related to prophecy. A close parallel to the conduct

of St Paul is to be found in that of George Fox towards the

Bristol fanatics. Fox was in the same position as the apostle.

He, too, had fostered and encouraged prophecy, and, when the

behaviour of Naylor opened his eyes to the gulf at his feet, he acted

in the same way as St. Paul, not denying his own principles, but

building the necessary fence along the edge of the precipice with

authority, discretion, and reserve.

From Fox's own account we could hardly guess the nature and
the peril of the Bristol crisis, and we can do little more than guess

at the inner history of the Corinthian Church. But in the time of

Fox, and afterwards of Wesley, Bristol, a seaport and a great seat

of the slave trade, was not unlike Corinth in some pertinent features.

Corinth had never borne a good reputation, nor had Greeks ever

been patient of discipline in any shape. It is in such places that

the leaven of Christianity produces the most violent fermentation.

Sudden conversions are common ; and the sudden conversion of an
undisciplined character is always strongly mystical. It is not sur-

prising, therefore, to find many prophets in the town, nor is it difficult

to conjecture what would be the results.

At Corinth, as elsewhere, prophecy bore its usual and proper

form of "revelation" (i Cor. xiv. 26), that is to say, of immediate

communication from the Holy Spirit. Revelation always implies

Ecstasy (Acts x. 10, xi. 5, xx. 17), that state which is also called

"being in the Spirit" (Apoc. i. 10), and is described by St. Paul

himself (2 Cor. xii. 2) as a condition in which the man knew not

whether he were in the body or out of it. It was, in fact, a trance,

in which sense was suspended, but intelligence, though not active,

was quickened into a condition of high receptivity. The prophet

understood what he saw or heard, and when he spoke, spoke intelli-

gible words. Hence he might be said to edify, comfort, console

(i Cor. xiv. 3). He read the secrets of men's hearts {ibid, 24, 25),

and the hearers might learn from his prophecies {ibid. 31). Both

the prophet and the speaker with tongues were allowed to "give

thanks " after Communion {ibid. 1 6). But the Prophet is expressly

distinguished from the Teacher (i Cor. xii. 28). The distinction
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rests not so much on the matter of prophecy as on its form.

Prophecy was ecstatic (those later writers who denied this only

meant that Christian ecstasy differed from Pagan) ; it was a direct

communication from the Spirit, a revelation, not, like Teaching, an
exposition of other men's revelations. For this reason the Prophet
took rank before the Teacher, indeed before every member of the

Church except the apostles. Yet, of course, the same man might
be at once Apostle, Prophet, and Teacher. The Prophet was an
ornament, but not an officer of the Church ; and the manifestation

of his gift was so occasional that he cannot have been intrusted, at

any rate in his capacity of Prophet, with any regulat- ministrations.

Indeed this is self-evident from the fact that there were women who
prophesied as well as men.

When we come to ask what were the precise subjects of Corin-

thian prophecy, we find ourselves on uncertain ground. Yet, when
we consider the topics dwelt upon by the apostle, and compare them
with what we know to have been the themes of prophecy elsewhere,

we can arrive at a tenable conclusion.

At Thessalonica, the favourite subject was the Second Advent,

a question which involved that of the condition of the faithful dead
(i Thess. iv. 14 sqq.). Beyond a doubt this would be the pre-

dominant burden of speculation at Corinth also, as it always has

been everywhere. Hence St Paul addresses to that Church the

noblest of all his prophecies on this very point (i Cor. xv.). There
were many ways in which the prophet might speak of Eschatology

without infringing our Lord's prohibition. He might have a vision

of the angelic hierarchy, like Ignatius, or of the state of the soul

after death, like Perpetua, or of heaven and hell, like the author

of the Apocalypse of Peter^ or of the signs that precede the Second
Advent, like the author of the Didache. Even this alluring theme
was full of peril. It was forbidden to fix a date for the Second
Advent, and this command was often forgotten. But there were

some at Corinth who denied the resurrection of the dead. If

St. Paul means that they denied the resurrection of the body, there

were Gnostic prophets who did the same thing.

Again, there were those who defended the act of the man who
had married his father's wife (i Cor. v. i, 2). St. Paul tells them
that they are " puffed up." But it is knowledge which " puffeth up "

(viii. i), and knowledge is practically identical with prophecy (xiii. 2).

Sexual irregularity has, in fact, often been justified by pretenders to

the inner light, and cannot be justified in any other way.

Another subject which exercised the minds of the prophets was
that of Church discipline. Ignatius gives us the text of one of his

own prophecies, in which occur the words, " Do nothing without

the bishop " {Phil. vii. ). Hermas also touches on the relation of

the prophet to the presbyter {Vis, iii. 1. 8, 9), and Montanism was
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largely concerned with this point. If there were prophecies on the

one side, there would be prophecies also on the other, and certainly

the Corinthian prophets, numerous and self-assertive, and claiming

some authority in the regulation of public worship, would not

tamely submit to the direction of officials. Indeed, in the Corin-

thian Church we cannot affirm with confidence that there were any

officials at all.

To some extent the Corinthians must have been self-deluded.

The genuine spirit of prophecy has never been given to masses of

men ; nor can it often have been bestowed upon those who, but the

other day, were worshipping stocks and stones, and contaminated

by the vices of such a city as Corinth. But St. Paul could not

absolutely forbid this outbreak of fanaticism. He was himself the

most remarkable of Christian prophets, full of the Holy Ghost, and
longing unspeakably to see others like himself. He would believe

the best. After all, among the tares would be blades of wheat, and
he would not dare to run the risk of plucking up these. But the

consequences are very clearly to be discerned. The Church of

Corinth was full of the most shocking disorders, both in faith (i Cor.

XV. 12) and in morals. If there was any control there, we cannot

see where it resided, or what was its good. It is not too much to

say, that if this form of prophetism had not disappeared, the Church
could not possibly have endured.

Prophetism sums up in one word the difference between St. Paul

the mystic and St. Peter the disciplinarian. Where a body of

prophets has assumed the direction of affairs, discipline is impos-

sible. But it is evident that the confusion which reigned at Corinth,

and possibly in a lower degree at Thessalonica, was abnormal. The
vast majority of the Churches were, as they had been from the first,

carefully instructed and diligently supervised ; and what is true of a

couple of Greek communities in Europe is by no means true of

Asiatic Christianity. How things were ordered in the Eastern

Churches we can gather with confidence from the notices in the

Book of Acts, from i Peter, from Hebrews, and from the Letters

to the Seven Churches in the Apocalypse. Indeed, the Pastoral

Epistles of St. Paul tell the same tale.

The communities addressed in i Peter were clearly under strict

and sober government ; but their organisation, as far as we are able

to descry it, was of a very simple, primitive kind. In the first place,

the writer does not use the word " Church," a peculiarity which he
shares with Hebrews, for in that Epistle also, "Church," though

it twice occurs (ii. 12, in quotation from O.T., xii. 23), does not

bear its familiar technical sense. He calls himself "an apostle

of Jesus Christ" (i. i), or, what is the same thing, "a witness of the

sufferings of Christ " (v. i) ; but he writes with the greatest modesty

in ^ tQT\Q of exhortation, not of command, exhorting, not rebuking,
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calling himself a brother of the presbyters. Nothing in the Epistle

is more authoritative than the brief emphatic phrase in which he
commends the faithfulness of so eminent a man as Silvanus.

Clearly he expected to be heard with deference ; but the tone is just

what we should have expected in St. Peter, and just what we should
not have expected in anyone masquerading under his name. He
addresses his readers as the Dispersion, the brethren or brotherhood
(" the brethren " is a familiar phrase in Acts), and uses the word
"Christian." If there were any widows or orphans receiving

regular assistance from the common fund, at any rate they are not
mentioned. The Deacon possibly did not exist, certainly is not
named. There was no Bishop; the noun cTrt'o-KOTros is used of

Christ (ii. 25), and the verb e7rtcrK07r€tv of the Presbyters (v. 2), in a

manner which shows us how the title came into being as a synonym
for Shepherd ; but it has not as yet definitely assumed an official

sense. On the other hand, the Presbyter who, as we know from
Acts, was the original rector and pastor of the Church, wields great

authority, which he is strongly admonished to exert with willingness,

uprightness, and sobriety. Of the Sacraments, Baptism is spoken of

as having a saving power (iii. 21) ; the Eucharist is not mentioned.
Thus the organisation also appears to be marked by the same

primitive simplicity that we have noticed as characteristic of the

Epistle in other points. If we attach any historical value to Acts
—and how can we help doing this?— the polity of the Petrine

Churches is more conservative than that depicted in or suggested by
any of the Pauline Epistles.

But, now, if the relation between the Petrine and Pauline
Epistles is as it has here been described, if in dogma they agree

and in practice they differ, and if, when they differ, the Petrine

Epistle is more primitive, as it proved to be more enduring, how
are we to explain these singular facts ?

We may say that the sub-apostolic Church, with all its reverence

for St. Paul, failed to understand his idea of Freedom, that his pure
and noble mysticism was too hard for them (8v(rv6r]Tov, 2 Pet. iii. 1 6),

that the time for it was not yet come, and that God sent His people
back again into the wilderness after a first glimpse of the Promised
Land.

But, then, how are we to account for the fact that where the

Petrine writer falls away from St. Paul he is falling back upon
the Synoptic Gospels ? If his Christianity had been derived from
that of St. Paul he could not have taken this line. Those who
started from a misunderstanding of the mysticism of St. Paul became
Antinomians ; this is what actually happened to many of the Gnostics,

and to many sects in later times. If the Petrine writer fell back, he
must have had something to fall back upon. There must have
been some other stamp of Christianity, some other method of

4
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working out in detail the truth of the Resurrection, than that

described in the Pauline Epistles. That there actually was one

—

indeed that there were several—we learn not only from the Gospels
and the rest of the New Testament, but from St. Paul's own
testimony.

But if this is the case, why should the Petrine writer be thought

to have fallen back at all? Why should not his Epistle be just

what it professes to be, the work of St. Peter himself?

Note on Post-Apostolic Prophecy.

Ignatius describes one subject of his prophetic visions in Trail.

v., Svi/a/Attt j/oetv rh. iTrovpavia kol ras ToiroOecria^ ras ctyyeXtKas koX tols

crvcrTa(rcts ras dp)(ovTLKdSf opard re koX dopara.

In another very remarkable passage, P/ii'l. vii., he gives the actual

text of one of his prophecies, to Sk Ilv€v/jLa iK^pvacrev Xiyov raSc*

;(a)pls Tov iTTUTKOTTov firjSlv TTOULTC rr]v (rdpKa Vfjcwv ws vaov ®eov

Tr)p€LT€' rr^v cvoxrtv dyairaTi' tovs /xepLcrfJiovs <fievy€T€- fxifJLrjral ytVecr^c

'Irjaov X.pLcrT0Vf ws kol avros tov Ilarpos avroO.

Here it is to be observed that the subject-matter is the same as

that of the Teacher, but that the form is entirely different from that

of Teaching. The admonitions are given as a direct communica-
tion from the Holy Spirit ; hence in style they are ejaculatory and
dogmatic, not discursive.

Ignatius exhorted Polycarp to pray for the same gift.

Polycarp^ i., atrou a-wecnv TrXaova 17s ^x^is.

Ibid, ii., TO, Se dopara atTci tva aoL <f>av€p(i}Oyf iva ixrjSevos XciTnj

Kttl TravTOs xaptcrixaTO<i 7r€pLcrcrevr)<s.

Polycarp acknowledges that he himself did not possess the gift

of prophecy.

Ad Phil, xii., " confido enim uos bene exercitatos esse in sacris

Uteris, et nihil uos latet ; mihi autem non est concessum." It was
enough for him to follow humbly in the footsteps of St. Paul,

ibid. iii.

Here we see that a great and recognised and most authoritative

Teacher might yet not be a prophet. But before Polycarp's death

this grace was vouchsafed to him. Martyrium Polyc. v., Set /ac

^wvTtt KaTttKa^mi. With him as with all prophets the gift took the

form of a vision or voice.

The prophecies of Montanus, Prisca, Maximilla, and others of

the same sect, will be found collected in Bonwetsch, Montanismus^

p. IQ7 sqq.

TertulHan says of them, de exhort, cast. 10, " uisiones uident et

ponentes faciem deorsum etiam uoces audiunt manifestas tarn

salutares quam occultas."

Salutares means moral or disciplinary, as in the second passage
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from Ignatius. Occultas means pertaining to heavenly mysteries,

as in the first. Oehler does not explain the words ponentes facievi

deorsum ; apparently the prophet bent his head downwards in the

attitude of Ustening to a voice from above.

Of Ecstasy, Tertullian says, adu. Marc. iv. 22, "gratiae extasis

amentia. In spiritu enim homo constitutus, praesertim cum gloriam

Dei conspicit, uel cum per eum Deus loquitur, necesse est excidat

sensu, obumbratus scilicet uirtute diuina." This agrees very well

with the language of St. Paul.

Alcibiades (or Miltiades), Eus. H, E. v. 17. i, wrote a treatise

against the Montanists entitled Trcpt tov jxrj Setv iv iKarToact AaXctv

:

but he was certainly using the word tK<rracn<s in a peculiar sense,

for it is used of true Christian prophecy, Acts x. 10, xi. 5, xx. 17,

and " to speak in ecstasy " means neither more nor less than " to

speak in the Spirit." And the author to whom we owe our know-
ledge of this treatise of Alcibiades (or Miltiades) goes on to say that

the mark of the false prophet is not ecstasy but parecstasy—that is

to say, debased ecstasy. 6 il/€vBo7rpo<j>rJTr)<s iv 7rap€K(rTa(r€i, w ZireraL

dBeia Kol d<f>oj3ta, dp)^6jx€vo^ fxkv i$ ckovo-lov dpa^t'as, KaTacTTpifjuiiV h\

€is aKovaiov {laviav ij/vxrjs. The false prophet was culpably ignorant

—that is to say, he was one so far deficient in morals, or instruction,

or both, that the brethren could not regard him as a likely organ

for the prophetic spirit, and his trance was " a madness." Madness
will mean frenzied utterance or gesticulation and " possession."

The last, in particular, was a most serious point. Simon Magus
" gave out that he himself was some great one " (Acts viii. 9) ; and
Montanus said, "I am the Lord God Almighty coming down in

man " (Epiph. Haer. xi. p. 437),—a phrase which is strictly analogous

to that of the demoniac, " My name is Legion " (Mark v. 9). The
idea that the spirit, good or bad, takes possession of the man,
replaces his personality, and speaks with his own voice, is wholly

alien to Biblical prophecy, and belongs to demonology or heathen
vaticination. But ignorance was quite serious enough. It would
be shown by demanding payment or expecting reward as a prophet
(Eus. H. E.y. 18; Hermas, Mand. xi.) ; by doctrinal unsoundness
(i John iv. I, 2); and in the eyes of a loyal Churchman by inter-

ference with the wholesome and apostolic discipline of the Church.
Professor Harnack {Lehre der zwolf Apostel, p. 126) is inclined

to regard all these tests as invented by the later Church for the

purpose of condemning the Montanists. But they are obvious
deductions from eternal common sense. Except non-fulfilment of

predictions, for which the existing brotherhood might have to wait

in vain, the one and only test of genuine prophecy is that of con-

formity to the teaching and practice of undoubted prophets, of

Christ and His apostles ; and this test all Christians were bound to

apply at all times under very serious penalties.
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A careful review of the facts seems to show two things very

distinctly : (i) that the condition of the Corinthian Church is not to

be regarded as the normal state of a Christian community in the

time of the apostles
; (2) that the Prophet is not, and cannot be, the

same thing as the Teacher. The two functions might, no doubt, be

combined, but in themselves they are radically different.

§ 7. ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

We may proceed to compare, in the next place, the characters

and histories of St. Paul and St. Peter. To some extent, at any-

rate, the investigation will throw further light upon the conclusions

arrived at in the preceding chapter.

When St. Stephen was stoned to death the witnesses laid down
their clothes at the feet of a young man whose name was Saul

(Acts vii. 58). He was of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of

Hebrews, and a Pharisee (Phil. iii. 5), born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but

brought up in Jerusalem, where he sat at the feet of the famous
Gamaliel (Acts xxiii. 3). He was a Roman citizen, and son of a

Roman citizen (Acts xxii. 28), spoke and wrote Greek, used the

Greek Bible, and had some acquaintance with Greek literature

(Acts xvii. 28 ; I Cor. xv. 33 ; Tit. i. 12).

We are not told at what age he left Tarsus, but he was probably

verging on man's estate at the time, for he had already been intro-

duced to the study of the Greek poets, and he continued to regard

the city as his home and natural place of shelter (Acts ix. 30). He
was no cosmopolitan, and though he passed his early years under
the shadow of a Greek university, remained a strict Jew. Yet
Tarsus was a Stoic stronghold, and St. Paul had read and admired
at least one Stoic poet. He was aware then that there was current

among educated heathen a view of God as the great indwelling

Spirit which is antagonistic to any shape of formalism. But doubt-

less he had imbibed this belief from Scripture, and from the

struggles of his own spiritual experience—if we may regard Rom.
vii. 9 sqq. as referring to a time preceding that of his conversion.

We may suppose that he was a Pharisaic Mystic of the same type

as St. James. But we first see him at Jerusalem, approving of

Stephen's death, leading and goading on the party of persecution.

So far he appears to us as well-born, probably wealthy, well-

educated, still young, full of fiery conviction and prompt resolution,

a natural leader of men in times of great excitement. He was
unmarried and childless, and seems to have owed his power
entirely to the vigour of his character, for he does not appear to

have been a member of the Sanhedrin.

Not content with oppressing the disciples in Jerusalem, he
extorted from the high priest a despatch authorising the extermina-
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tion of the heretics at Damascus, and was on his way to that city,

" breathing threatenings and slaughter," when he was struck down
to the earth by that Jesus whom he was persecuting. Thus in one
moment he became a Christian.

All attempts to account for his conversion by natural agencies

are vain. No doubt the way for this astounding change had been
prepared. St. Paul was familiar with many thoughts of many
minds ; he must have been familiar also with that lurking sense of

disappointment which always besets those who set their hopes on
anything lower than the highest, and he had seen St. Stephen die.

But the final blow was struck from above with overwhelming force

and instantaneous effect.

His change was not from immorality to morality, but from one
principle of action to another, from moralism to mysticism. It was
analogous, not to the conversion of St. Augustine, but to that of

Luther, or Wesley, or Law. But the point is, that these sudden
changes always leave a mark. A swift uplifting, because it is so

immediately divine, gives great nobility of mind. It carries the

man up at once into a sphere from which all forms, props,

mechanisms, seem very little things, and it imparts great peace,

confidence, and joy. At the same time it makes a breach between
the present and the past. The converted man looks back upon his

old struggles with fear, pain, and horror. For him the hopeful

promise of discipline and obedience ended only in cruel defeat

Of what value, then, can they be to others ?

The Vision on the road to Damascus is enough to stamp St
Paul as a prophet ; but throughout his life he continued to receive

immediate manifestations of God's presence and care. His revela-

tions, conveyed sometimes in trance, sometimes in dream j bringing

sometimes directions, sometimes prohibitions ; sometimes unfolding

mysteries, sometimes displaying the formless glory of things un-

speakable—were very numerous (Acts xvi. 6, 9, xviii. 9, 10, xix. 21,

XX. 23, 29, xxii. 17, xxvii. 23, 24; Gal. ii. 2 ; 2 Cor. xii. 1-7).

The sense of direct inspiration seems never to have failed him,

except perhaps when discipline was in question (i Cor. vii. 12).

Much of his knowledge in the faith was imparted to him through

the same channel (Eph. iii. 3 ; Gal. i. 1 2 sqq., ii. 6 ; i Cor. xv. 3).

But here we are perhaps justified in making a distinction. Even
though he never saw Christ in the flesh, he would know, from
hearsay or from reading, the general facts of the Gospel history, and
he must surely have learned from ordinary sources the saying of our
Lord's which he quoted in his speech at Miletus (Acts xx. 35).
What he means is probably, that the one fact of the Resurrection

and the inner meaning of all the facts, his whole theology, came to

him direct by way of revelation. We find unmistakable fruits of

his prophetic gift in Thessalonians and in i Cor. xv.
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Such were the salient features in the character and history of St.

Paul. St. Peter on every point forms a strong contrast. He was a

poor Galilean fisherman, a labouring man, uneducated, rough in

speech and manner (Matt. xxvi. 73 ; Luke xxii. 59; Acts iv. 13), a

husband, and, according to ancient tradition, a father, and he had
lived in close intimacy with the Saviour upon earth. He was a
simple pious Jew, if not actually a disciple of John the Baptist at

any rate the brother of one who was (John i. 40),—that is to say, he
was open-minded and docile, a son of Abraham who did not pre-

sume upon that privilege (Luke iii. 8), but was well aware of the

need of repentance, and was looking for the kingdom of heaven
and the advent of Messiah.

He was a married, uneducated labourer. Such men always bear

the stamp of their class. In England, and presumably elsewhere,

they are tender-hearted, but slow. They have seen too much of the

hard realities of life to be greatly elated or greatly depressed. But
they make fine soldiers, who will follow their captain to the last,

and fall where he has placed them.

St. Peter is often spoken of as ardent and impulsive, but our

Lord called him Cephas, " Rock," and the fiery apostles were James
and John. He was often the first to speak, because he was the

leader and mouthpiece of the Twelve. The quietest of men, when
driven past endurance, are often fiercest ; and as Moses, the meek,
once smote an Egyptian, so Peter struck a hasty blow in the Garden
of Gethsemane. In an hour of utter despair and extreme alarm, he
denied his Lord. The Gospels paint him as a man of slow under-

standing, but strong conviction, of tender, but not demonstrative

feeling, with an exquisitely delicate conscience, and a deep sense of

the majesty of God. It was he who made the great confession,

"Thou art the Christ," and yet would have saved Christ from
suffering and the Cross (Matt. xvi. 16, 22), just as the disciples

besought St. Paul not to go up to Jerusalem where he was to be
delivered to the Gentiles (Acts xxi. 12); it was he who at the Last

Supper beckoned to St. John to ask the question which he dared
not ask himself (John xiii. 24) ; it was he, again, who said, " Depart
from me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord " (Luke v. 8) ; who went
out and wept bitterly when the Saviour turned and looked upon
him (Luke xxii. 62), and whose repentance and forgiveness are

described with magical power in the last chapter of St. John's

Gospel. The Lord loved John better, but He trusted Peter more
(Luke xxii. 31, 32).

We may imagine Peter as a shy, timid, embarrassed man, apt

on a sudden emergency to say and do the wrong thing, not because

he was hasty, but because he was not quick. He was one of those

who become leaders because they have been called and appointed,

not because nature seems to have marked them out for command.
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His defect had been want of readiness and decision. When this

was cured, he was all the better fitted to be a guide and pastor by
reason of the weakness which the Holy Spirit redressed. " Be ye

ready," he says in his Epistle (i Pet. iii. 15), "always to give an
answer to every man that asketh for a reason of the faith that is in

you, with meekness and fear." He was meek and fearful, and he
knew well the danger of unreadiness.

St. Peter had been instructed, trained, disciplined by our Lord
Himself, and led on in smooth and unbroken progress from the

law to the gospel. He was a prophet, but hardly a visionary. He
had witnessed the Transfiguration, he had seen the risen Saviour,

he had received admonition in his trance at Joppa, and an angel

had been sent to deliver him from prison. The Holy Ghost had
come down upon him at Pentecost But we do not read that he
enjoyed the same kind, or the same frequency, of communion with

the unseen world which was given to St. Paul or St. John. There
is the same shade of difference that we observe in the Old Testa-

ment between Moses and Jacob. Further, it is evident that to St.

Peter the past would not wear the same colour as to St. Paul.

He would look back with affection and regret to days spent in

company with our Lord on earth, and he would look forward with

intense longing to the time when the Chief Shepherd should reappear.

The interval would appear to him as a period of loss, of hope
deferred ; and this is exactly what we find in the Epistle. St. Paul's

past was one of shame; there was no brightness in it; and his

heart swells with a rapture of gratitude when he thinks of his

deliverance from the city of confusion and house of bondage.

We need not here dwell minutely on the history of St. Peter

as it is given in the first twelve chapters of the Book of Acts. There
he appears for some ten or twelve years as spokesman, judge, leader

of the disciples at Jerusalem. As occasion served, and the frontier

of the Church was pushed forward, he made excursions to other

places. We see him at Samaria, passing through all quarters to

Lydda and Joppa, and again at Caesarea. After this we read of

the visit of Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem, of Herod's persecution,

of Peter's imprisonment, deliverance, and departure "to another

place." From this point St. Luke's thoughts are occupied almost
exclusively with the history of St. Paul. But on three occasions

we find the two great apostles in actual personal contact. Here,
then, it becomes necessary to compare the narrative given in the

Book of Acts with that of the Epistle to the Galatians (Gal. i.

15-24, ii. i-io, II sqq.). But let us first grasp firmly the key
to all the difficulties which may arise. St. Luke is writing as a
historian ; his object is summa sequifastigia rerum ; his interest lies

in the permanent, and specially in the Decree of the Council of

Jerusalem, which was the first monument of Canon Law, and was
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unquestionably accepted and obeyed by the Church (Acts xxi. 25 ;

Apoc. ii. 14, 20; Eus. H. E.v. i. 26; Tert. de Idol, x. ; Apol. ix.

;

Clem. Alex. Paed. ii. i. 8 ; Didache vi.—I quote this as a fourth

century authority. The Decree was falling into desuetude in the

West in St. Augustine's time, contra Faust, xxxii. 13). St. Paul's

intention, on the other hand, is polemical, autobiographical, and
apologetic. He wrote in the midst of a very heated dispute which
touched him particularly. His first object is to show that the

Gentile Christian ought not to accept circumcision ; and, in order

to establish this first point, he goes on to maintain a second, that

his own authority is equal, and even superior, to that of St. Peter.

In St. Paul's account of his first meeting with St. Peter there is

very little difficulty (Gal. i. 15-24 compared with Acts ix. 19-30).

St. Luke says that immediately after his conversion St. Paul
preached Christ in the synagogues at Damascus, and does not

mention his retirement into Arabia. But we do not know how
long that retirement lasted, and it was certainly devoid of external

incident. It was of deep significance in the eyes of the apostle

himself. When he says "immediately I conferred not with flesh

and blood" (Gal. i. 16), what he means is that he did confer with

the Holy Spirit, and did not apply for instruction to the Twelve.

He looks back upon that time, as St. Augustine remembered
the days that immediately followed his own conversion, as a period

of rapid growth and great joy; but he uses it in the Epistle as

the proof of his independence. It is natural enough that it

should be passed over in Acts ; nor is there any stumbling-block

in St Luke's statement that St. Paul "immediately" preached
Christ. The very day after his baptism the apostle may have
given " in the synagogues " some explanation of his sudden change

;

he was a fearless man, and would not shrink from the ordeal of

publicly resigning his commission from the high priest. We may
suppose that he did this, and then withdrew for a brief space of

recollection, before he felt able definitely to advocate his new faith.

But, in any case, if the retirement to Arabia lasted but a few weeks,

the word "immediately" may very well pass. A proof of the

general accuracy of St. Luke's information is to be found in his

notice of the manner of St. Paul's escape from Damascus, when he
was let down from the wall in a basket. St. Paul does not mention
the fact in Galatians, but in another Epistle he incidentally confirms

what St. Luke tells us (2 Cor. xi. 32).

After " many days," the narrative in Acts proceeds (and by the

vague Hebrew phrase a period of three years is here covered), St.

Paul went up to Jerusalem, and endeavoured to join himself to the

disciples. The phrase is a little singular, and seems to imply that

he did not address himself to the recognised leaders of the Church.

His advances were met with great and not unnatural suspicion ; but
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the good Barnabas, who was always merciful and charitable, took

him by the hand, brought him to the apostles, and acted as his

sponsor, defending Paul against those whom he had persecuted, as

he afterwards defended Mark and Peter against Paul himself. We
learn from Galatians that the particular apostles in question were

Peter and James the Lord's brother. In Acts we read that St.

Paul spent some time in Jerusalem, disputing against the Hellenists.

St. Paul himself says simply that he abode with Peter fifteen days.

We are to understand, either that he spent a fortnight in Peter's

house, or that at the end of this fortnight Peter was called away from

Jerusalem; for Paul's object here is simply to show that his

personal contact with Peter had been very slender. For the same
reason he omits to mention the attempt upon his life and his flight

from Jerusalem (Acts ix. 29, 30), simply informing us that he went
away to Syria and Cilicia. St. Luke says that he went home to

Tarsus. The difference in the form of expression may possibly

imply that Paul used Tarsus as a centre for single-handed missionary

excursions in the neighbouring regions. It is difficult to suppose

that he would be idle, and he would hardly have been invited to

Antioch unless he had continued to display both zeal and capacity.

From the time of his flight from Jerusalem, St. Paul tells us he
remained unknown by face (T^iJ-rju dyvoov/Acvos tw TrpocrwTro), Gal. i.

22) unto the Churches of Judaea which were in Christ. In other

words, he saw them no more till his next visit eleven years later; for

we give the more natural meaning to his " fourteen years," if we
suppose that here also he is dating from his spiritual birthday.

So far all is pretty clear. St. Paul had seen but little of St
Peter, but what intercourse there had been was not unfriendly, at

any rate after the first approach. As regards the second meeting

(Gal. ii. 1-6 compared with Acts xv.) there is much perplexity,

which we can only resolve by making large allowance for the

difference of intention which underlies the two narratives.

The visit to Jerusalem, which St. Paul describes in the second
chapter of Galatians, has been identified with that incidentally

mentioned in Acts (xi. 30) ; but there are many objections to this.

In the first place, we should be compelled to leave a blank space

of ten years at least in the apostle's working life. But it does not

seem at all probable that Barnabas, having once taken St. Paul by
the hand, would leave him unemployed for so long a time. Again,

there was at the time no trace of the circumcision dispute; and,

moreover, we still read of " Barnabas and Saul " at that date. Saul

was as yet known only as a preacher who was doing good work at

Antioch, and had by no means that standing which is imphed in

the narrative of Galatians. It is far easier to suppose that St. Paul
does not mention his second visit to Jerusalem ; and an adequate

reason for his silence is to be found in the words of St. Luke, who
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tells us that Barnabas and Saul visited the elders, but does not
mention the apostles. It was "about that time" (Acts xii. i) that

Herod's persecution was in progress, and we can readily imagine
that the two Antiochene envoys did not on this occasion meet
any of the Twelve. But, if so, this visit was perfectly immaterial to

the argument of Galatians, for the object of St. Paul there is to

reckon up the number of occasions on which he had seen and
discoursed with St. Peter.

We shall be on safe ground if we follow Bishop Lightfoot rather

than Professor Ramsay, and conclude that what we find in the

second chapter of Galatians is that occasion on which " Paul and
Barnabas " (no longer " Barnabas and Saul ") were sent up by the

Church of Antioch to attend the Council at Jerusalem. With them
went certain others; and their journey was a triumphal progress

through Phenice and Samaria (Acts xv. 3). The question to be
decided was that of the continued obligation of circumcision, which
had been causing great trouble. The question had been pushed
forward not by any of the apostles, but by "certain men which
came down from Judaea " to Antioch, " certain of the sect of the

Pharisees which believed " (Acts xv. i, 5), by the Hotspurs among
the Jewish Christians. These extreme ritualists probably looked
to James as their leader (Gal. ii. 12). They would be, as often

happens in such cases, a sore trouble to their nominal chief, whose
opinions they exaggerated and caricatured. At the same time,

James would be extremely anxious to retain his hold upon them,
and not to see them driven into open revolt. Such a position of

things is always fruitful of grave misunderstandings between the

leaders themselves. They want to keep together men who are

pulling in different directions, and they lay themselves open to the

charges of tergiversation and of disloyalty to first principles.

According to St. Luke, the two envoys went up to Jerusalem

by commission from the Church of Antioch ; St. Paul tells us that

he was directed or permitted to go by " revelation," by an imme-
diate communication from the Holy Spirit. The two modes of

expression are easily reconcilable. A commission from the Church
of Antioch implied a revelation (Acts xiii. i); but we may observe

that here again St. Paul is striking the note of independence. He
was received with all the respect due to his character, services, and
position. And yet the tone of his narrative seems to say that there

was something wanting, something which he does not quite know how
to express. The main point had been established, yet not quite

by himself. He had been met by agreement where perhaps he did

not quite expect it, and he had been obliged to make concessions of

which he did not quite approve; hence he manifests a certain

uneasiness lest his authority should have sufi*ered disparagement

in the opinion of his more immediate followers. For there were
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jealous eyes and bitter spirits on the watch to magnify and distort

every point that could be made against him.

What had really happened we may gather with tolerable clear-

ness by piecing together the accounts given in Galatians and in

Acts. There can be little doubt that the main business of the

Council of Jerusalem, like that of all other councils, was transacted

in committee. St. Paul tells us of the committee ; St. Luke, of the

general assembly in which formal speeches were delivered and the

decree was solemnly adopted.

It seems evident that in this committee St. Paul had been in

some sense put upon his trial before the twelve apostles. " I com-
municated unto them," he says, " that gospel which I preach among
the Gentiles ; but privately to them which were of reputation, lest

by any means I should run or had run in vain." He had been
called upon to state his position before the supreme tribunal of

the Church, and had received their sanction and approval.

This seems to be the fact which St. Paul expresses by the

singular phrase " they added nothing to me," that is to say, " they

had nothing to teach me." There is an embarrassment, there is even
a touch of anger in St. Paul's language here (Gal. ii. 6), which seems
to spring from a mortifying sense that after all he cannot make
his position quite clear. He had gone to Jerusalem to dictate

terms, and those from whom he expected opposition had offered

none. He had gone as the equal of the apostles, and his enemies
might say that the apostles had tried and acquitted him. There
had been agreement as to the burning question of circumcision,

and yet he had been made to feel that between himself and the

Twelve there existed that difference of principle which, though it

can hardly be defined, often divides men like a river.

One of the most difficult sentences in St. Paul's narrative is that

in which he describes the result of the conference: "James,
Cephas, and John, who were reputed to be pillars " (here again the

note of irony is heard), "gave to me and Barnabas the right hand
of fellowship ; that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto
the circumcision." There was a compact, St. Paul says. The field

of labour was divided. Each party was to take its own way, but

within its own sphere.

But how is this to be understood ? St. Paul himself constantly

preached to Jews after this date, and, in fact, never ceased to do so.

At Corinth he turned away in despair from blaspheming Jews (Acts

xviii. 6) ;
yet at Ephesus, again, he preached in the synagogue (Acts

xix. 8), and almost his first act on arriving in Rome was to call

together the chief of the Jews (Acts xxviii. 1 7). St. Peter, on the

other hand, visited Antioch ; and though St. Paul blamed the

conduct, he made no complaint of the presence of his brother

apostle. St. Peter again, ii he had not actually preached in Corinth,
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which is far from unlikely, had friends there, and a party known
by his name

;
yet here, again, St. Paul does not assert that any

compact had been broken. The brethren of the Lord again were
known at Corinth; and St. John, perhaps in St. Paul's lifetime,

exercised authority over the Seven Churches of Asia. Other
apostles again are connected by strong tradition with Gentile

Churches. Nor, in the case of Peter and John, can we see any
reason for such a positive delimitation of the sphere of work as

seems to be here indicated. Neither of them taught the universal

necessity of circumcision ; both allowed the rite in the case of

Jewish Christians ; St. John (in the Apocalypse), and probably St.

Peter, admitted a certain precedence of Jew Christian over Gentile

Christian, and this was in all respects the position of St. Paul

himself (Acts xi. 2 sqq., xv. 21 ; Apoc. vii. 4, 9 ; i Cor. vii. 18;
Rom. iii. i). It was the position of St. James also. But within

this general agreement in principle there might be, and no doubt
were, considerable differences in practice. St. Paul obeyed the

ceremonial Law on occasion (i Cor. ix. 20; Acts xxi. 26), but on
occasion also held himself perfectly at liberty to disregard it. St.

James, on the other hand, maintained that the Law was always and
everywhere binding upon a born Jew (Acts xxi. 20, xv. 21). It

followed that, in the opinion of St. James, when Jew and Gentile

met, they could not eat at the same table. St Paul held very

strongly that in such cases the Jew ought to give way. St. Peter

held that in such cases the Jew might very well give way, but was
not compelled to do so. This appears to have been the whole
extent of the difference among the apostles themselves.

The dispute about the Law was local, transient, and insignifi-

cant. The feeling out of which it sprang hardly existed except at

Jerusalem ; and even there the body of the Church was contented

with the tolerant Judaism of St. James. They were "zealous of

the Law," and regarded St. Paul with suspicion, not on account

of his treatment of Gentile converts, but because they had been
informed that he taught Jews to forsake Moses (Acts xxi. 20, 21).

There was, however, a party at Jerusalem who insisted that every

Christian ought to become a Jew. It existed still in the days of

Justin Martyr {Trypko, 47), and for a short time maintained an
active propaganda at Antioch and in Galatia ; but their efforts were

discountenanced by the authorities of the Church, and must have
quickly died away. Nevertheless Jerusalem was clearly a place

which required special treatment. The community there was

almost entirely Jewish, the slightest indiscretion might have caused

a rupture, and St. Paul was regarded there with jealousy or positive

dislike. Under these circumstances the most politic course would

be to make some sort of compact by which Paul and Barnabas

bound themselves not to preach in Judaea, while James agreed not
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to preach elsewhere. To this Cephas and John would be assenting

parties, though the terms did not limit their own personal activity,

nor, indeed, that of the other apostles. This appears to be the only

tenable interpretation of the words "that we should go unto the

heathen, and they unto the circumcision." A necessary article in

such a treaty would be that Paul and Barnabas should " remember
the poor." The Jew Christians at Jerusalem would lose all share

in the distribution of the temple funds, and, if they were not to

send out collectors of their own, it was imperative that Paul and
Barnabas should undertake to make good the deficiency. They
agreed to do so, and subsequent references to the great collection in

the Pauline Epistles show that their promise was loyally carried out.

Here St. Paul's narrative breaks off, and to the actual session

of the Council he makes no allusion. We should know the reason

of his silence if we knew exactly what had been said against him
in Galatia, Clearly he is defending himself, not striking at random,
but replying to particular accusations, or, we should rather say, to

particular scoffs and insinuations. In regard to the Council itself,

his enemies had found nothing that they could turn against him,

and therefore he passes it over. It is not necessary to suppose

that at this time he felt any difficulty in speaking about the Decree.

Yet this may have been a further reason for his silence. That
St. Paul never can have approved of the Decree, that he could

not on principle regard this, or any other ecclesiastical canon, as

binding upon the conscience, is certain. At first he appears from
Acts to have accepted it ; though St. Luke nowhere tells us that he
personally recommended it But he ate the meal set before him by
the jailer at Philippi (Acts xvi. 34) without question, and at Corinth

he treated the eating of things offered unto idols as a matter which
the individual must decide entirely for himself (i Cor. viii.). St.

Paul's language on this subject cannot have been regarded with

favour either by the Twelve or by those who in the Gentile com-
munities still looked upon the Twelve as the princes of the Church.

It is highly probable that it created a new and formidable stumbling-

block in St. Paul's path. The Petrine party at Corinth would
certainly ask how St. Paul, who was not in the strict sense of the

word an apostle at all, could thus treat an apostolic decree as a

mere matter of opinion. That they did so seems probable from
St. Paul's own words (i Cor. ix. 1-4), "Am I not free? am I not
an apostle ? . . . have we not authority to eat and drink ? " where
the meaning is, "Because I am an apostle I too can legislate."

But we can understand how men's minds would be perplexed by
these conflicting views of duty. We may take as a strictly analogous

case the rule of fasting communion which makes much trouble in

our own times. Some regard it as an ecclesiastical rule ; some as

merely an ecclesiastical rule. St. Peter would probably have taken
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the former view, St. Paul the latter. The distinction is one of those

that are small to great minds and great to small minds, and will

serve to show the difference between St. Peter and St. Paul on the

one hand, and their followers on the other.

A third meeting between St. Peter and St. Paul is recorded

in Galatians (ii. 1 1 sqq.). We may assume with certainty that it

happened after that which we have just been considering, though
this has been questioned. It is true that in one place the order

of St. Paul's narrative is not the order of time (2 Cor. xi. 23-33),
but there is no reason for doubting that in Galatians events are

described in their proper sequence.

Not long probably after the Council, St. Peter visited Antioch,

stayed there some time, and was present on more than one occasion

at the Agape. The Church there was still divided, and separate

tables were laid, possibly in separate buildings, for Gentiles and
Jews. At first Peter took his seat among the Gentiles. This was
what he had done in the house of Cornelius ; and it is not easy to

see how his conduct involved any breach of the recent Decree.

Shortly afterwards, certain emissaries of St. James came down to

Antioch, and learning what had occurred, remonstrated with St
Peter on his conduct Their point probably was that the Decree
was intended only for Gentile Christians, that under it unclean

meat, for instance swine's flesh, might be set upon the table, and
that therefore no Jew could be present at the Gentile Agape
without violating the spirit, if not the letter, of the Decree. Upon
this St Peter "withdrew himself" and took his place at the table

of the Jews, Barnabas and the other Jews following his example.

This led to a stormy scene. St Paul reprimanded St Peter in

public and in very strong language, charging him with an attempt

"to compel the Gentiles to live as do the Jews," and with
" hypocrisy," by which we are to understand not merely vacillation,

but dereliction of the principles of the gospel.

Unfortunately we have no other account of this incident, and we
are left to construct St Peter's apology as best we can from the

Book of Acts. But it is evident that there is much more to be said

in his defence than is allowed even by Bishop Lightfoot (Galatians^

"St Paul and the Three"). In the first place, St Peter was not

compelling the Gentiles to live as do the Jews; the question at

issue was whether Jews ought to be compelled to live as do the

Gentiles. St. Peter did not endeavour to force one law upon every-

body; on the contrary, he allowed a difference of ritual. He
shaped his own conduct first by the one ritual and then by the

other, and this tolerance may be regarded as criminal inconsist-

ency by zealots on either side. Nor is St Paul himself less incon-

sistent He circumcised Timothy not because he was obliged on

principle to do so, but for the sake of expedience (Acts xvL 3) ; he
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tells the Galatians (v. 1-3) that circumcision carries with it the

obligation to fulfil the whole law ; yet he certainly did not regard

Timothy as bound to observe the law of clean and unclean meats

(i Tim. iv. 4). Nor can it reasonably be doubted that St. Peter

held the doctrine of the Atonement in the same sense as St. Paul

(Acts xi. 1 7 ; Gal. ii. 1 6), or that he regarded his conduct at Antioch

as not involving any disloyalty to the gospel. Nor, again, can we
imagine that Barnabas felt that he had done wrong in following the

example of St. Peter. On the contrary, we may connect this sharp

altercation at Antioch with another which occurred probably im-

mediately afterwards at the same place, and led to a temporary

estrangement between Paul and Barnabas (Acts xv. 37-39). If we
suppose that Mark had openly espoused the cause of his cousin

in the matter of the Agape, we find at once very serious reason for

this division.

It would seem that St. Paul in the heat of the moment did not

make the necessary distinction between St. Peter and St. James, or

between these two apostles and that extreme party whom they were

anxious to conciliate, and against whom he himself had so much
reason for legitimate indignation. Even at Antioch his position was
not bccure; there was a Jew as well as a Gentile party. The
question of the hour was not really one of principle but of com-
promise, of policy, of comprehension. The Council of Jerusalem

had decided that there should be a compromise, with the usual

result that neither party was satisfied. It is true that beneath this

question of the hour there lay a question of principle, of mysticism

or disciplinarianism, of the kind and degree of respect due to

ecclesiastical regulations. We have not settled this question yet,

and it was not even formulated by the primitive Church. All we
can say is, that St. Paul was pulling in the one direction and St.

Peter in the other ; that St. Peter was silent and St. Paul protested

;

that St. Paul was right in one sense and St. Peter in another ; that

compromise is necessary to unity, and that, whenever the terms of a
compromise are called in question, heats and misunderstandings are

certain to arise.

St. Paul does not record any other meeting between himself and
St. Peter. Yet, directly or indirectly, the two apostles came into

collision at Corinth also. Whether St. Peter had actually visited

that city we cannot say with certainty. Yet, not Peter only, but his

wife also were well known there, and there is ground for thinking

that both had received pecuniary assistance from the common fund
of the Church (i Cor. ix. 5). By the time when he wrote to the

Corinthfans, St. Paul had quite made up his mind about the Jeru-

salem Decree, and laid down clearly his two great principles, that

"the spiritual man judgeth all things," and that "meat commendeth
us not to God." Those who observed precepts and insisted upon
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rules appeared to him as cherishing needless scruples, as the weaker
brethren, as the carnal agents of strife and division. Whatever may
have been the party of Christ (it was most probably composed of the

advocates of antinomian freedom), we may suppose that that called

by the name of ApoUos, the Alexandrine, was allegorical, and held

opinions in which mysticism and discipline were combined as they

are in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The Petrine party we may well

suppose to have observed the Decree of Jeru^lem, and to have
doubted St. Paul's claim to the title of apostle. Certainly there

were at Corinth Christians of whom these statements may be made
with confidence.

Here we can hardly avoid the question, when St Paul was first

recognised as an apostle. We need not ask when he first became
an apostle. The answer to the question in this shape is given in

the history of his conversion (Acts ix. 15), and his selection by the

Church of Antioch was only a confirmation of his original divine

commission. But by what steps did he come to be regarded by the

Church as an apostle and as equal to the Twelve ? Obviously he
won his way by degrees. Saul does not fill the same place in the eyes

of men as Paul. Obviously, also, there were for many years those

who denied his right to be called an apostle ; and it is not necessary

to suppose that these were in all cases bitter and fanatical opponents.
" Apostle " is one of a large class of words which, having origin-

ally been no more than temporary appellatives or descriptions,

begin in time to denote a fixed rank and authority. All titles

belong to the same class—duke, count, minister, elder, bishop.

What is true of one is true of all They have come to be titles,

and there are cases in which it is hard to decide whether they have
as yet become definitely titles or not

The way in which the title apostle first came into being is given

by Matthew (x. 5), Mark (vi. 36), and Luke (ix. 10). Jesus sent forth

His twelve disciples, and thus they became His envoys, emis-

saries, or missionaries. Matthew and Mark do not use the word
apostle except on this occasion. John, in his Gospel, exhibits it

only once, and then in the loose popular sense (xiii. 16). But in

Luke's Gospel it occurs several times, and in Acts it is the regular

official designation of the Twelve. It was even thought necessary

to maintain the exact number of the college by the election of

Matthias. In fact, after the Resurrection, Envoy has become a

definite title ; it denotes no longer a temporary occupation, but a
special office. The Twelve are no longer envoys, but The Envoys

;

and there are neither more nor less than twelve, corresponding to

the number of the tribes of Israel (Apoc. xxi. 14). We have here

what we may call the official view. At the same time, the looser use

of the word continued. There were those who " said that they were

apostles " in the titular sense, though they were apostles only in the
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occasional sense, and the author of the Apocalypse severely blames
this misuse of language (ii. 2).

In the First Epistle to the Thessalonians, the earliest of his

Epistles, written during his second journey, soon after his arrival in

Corinth, St. Paul speaks of himself, Silvanus, and Timotheus, not

in the address, but in the body of the Epistle (ii. 6), as " apostles of

Christ." Here, apparently, the word is still used in its general

sense; we might substitute "ambassadors" for "apostles" without

altering the meaning. Neither Silvanus nor Timothy is elsewhere

called an apostle; and there are passages in which it is pretty

clearly implied that Timothy was not one (2 Cor. i. i ; Col. i. i

;

2 Tim. iv. 5). In all his later Epistles, except Philippians and
Philemon, St. Paul distinctly claims the style and title of apostle

for himself in the address. He applies the title also to the Twelve,

and probably, not quite certainly, to James the Lord's brother

(Gal. i. 19). Some think that he speaks of Andronicus and Junias

(Rom. xvi. 7) as apostles, but the second name is more probably

Junia, and ^he sense is uncertain. In Acts (xiv. 4, 14), Paul and
Barnabas are called apostles after their commission by the Church of

Antioch. At an earlier date, St. Luke distinguishes Barnabas .(ix. 27),

and, at a later date, in the account of the Council, both Barnabas and
Paul from the apostles (Acts xv.). Nor does St. Paul himself ever

expressly call Barnabas an apostle (not even in i Cor. ix. 6). Upon
the whole, it may be said that the title apostle, in the full official sense,

is not given in the New Testament to anyone except the Twelve.

But in Galatians and Corinthians, St. Paul unmistakably claims

the title, maintaining his right in the face of all opposition with

great resolution and not a little w^armth. In Galatians he uses

of the Twelve language which, however measured, is certainly lan-

guage of disparagement. The Twelve are " those who seemed to

be somewhat," " those who seemed to be pillars " (ii. 6, 9) ; and in

Corinthians there are even stronger expressions (01 vTrepXiav aTroar-

ToXoi, {j/evSaTToa-ToXoiy 2 Cor. xi. 5, 1 3), which, if they are not directly

aimed at the Twelve, certainly glance very near them. In the later

Epistles, though the old lion is still vexed by opposition (Phil.

i. 15), the warmth has passed away; his position is adequate to

his purpose, and there is no more need of self-assertion.

It seems clear that the period at which Galatians and Corin-

thians were written marks a great change in the attitude of St. Paul.

Then, for the first time, as he looked round on the success with

which God had blessed his ministry, he felt the need of openly

asserting his authority and thus consolidating his work. If we
could pretend to fix more precisely the date at which he first openly

asserted his equality with the Twelve, we might place it at that

moment when he ceased to baptize with his own hands (i Cor
L 14-16). St. Peter does not appear to have baptized anybody

5
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(Acts X. 48), following in this the precedent set by our Lord Him-
self (John iv. 2). It may be that one of the marks by which
an apostle was distinguished from, for instance, the deacon (Acts

viii. 38) was that the former did not personally administer the rite of

baptism, and that by ceasing to do so St. Paul intended to declare

his assumption of the apostolic dignity.

We, who look back upon the history of St. Paul in the light of

its glorious completion, and whose knowledge of the primitive

Church is so largely derived from his writings, can hardly grasp the

fact that, great as he was, there were other figures which in the eyes

of the first Christians seemed even greater. They were not prolific

writers
;
probably they were not eloquent speakers ; very likely they

were not what we should call profound thinkers or ready debaters.

When St. Peter met Simon Magus, he did not argue with him,

because he had neither the learning nor the logic for such an
attempt. All he could find to say was, "Thy heart is not right

in the sight of God" (Acts viii. 21). The Twelve, with the excep-

tion of St. John, were not intellectual, and even St. John was not

cultivated ; they found and wished for no biographer ; their names
are written on the foundations of the New Jerusalem, but their

portion has been oblivion, or, at best, a vague and impersonal

respect among men. Yet the Lord meant them to be, and no
doubt they were, the great builders of the Church.

If we had lived in Corinth, if we had been taught to obey the

Decree of the Council of Jerusalem, and to regard St. Peter with

the greatest reverence,—and if then we had looked round upon that

wild sea of spiritual anarchy—for this is not too strong a phrase for

the condition of that unhappy Church,—what should we have
thought? No good Christian could be blind to the nobleness of

St Paul's character, or would seek to extenuate his magnificent

services. But might we not have asked in much perplexity what
precisely were the nature and the reach of his commission ? He had
" seen the Lord "

; yet not in the same sense as the Twelve. And five

hundred brethren at once had also seen the Lord without on that

account claiming to be apostles. His visions, which are now
recorded in Scripture, lay at that time between himself and God

;

yet he was manifestly not working in perfect harmony with the

Twelve, and he was not upon the Church roll. St. Paul's conduct
in this last respect was nobly disinterested

; yet it might be inter-

preted as implying an unwillingness to come under control, and
range himself frankly on the side of authority. We cannot imagine

that all those Corinthians who called themselves followers of Peter

or of Apollos, were simply dogging the footsteps of St. Paul with the

malignant intention of making mischief.

Even to fair-minded men the only positive credential that St.

Paul could produce was the rich harvest that had followed hig
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labours. Upon this he himself falls back—"The seal of mine
apostleship are ye in the Lord" (i Cor. ix. 2). But this proof

would have very different cogency at different times ; it would be
one thing at Tarsus, another at Antioch, another at Jerusalem,

and another at Rome. It is certain that St. Paul's claim to rank

on an equality with the Twelve met at first with much opposition,

down, at any rate, to the date of Corinthians ; it is probable that

even the Twelve at the time of the Council regarded him with a

certain uneasiness and coolness. Time alone could heal these feel-

ings. It is possible that St. Paul was not generally regarded as an
apostle, in the eminent sense of the word, till his imprisonment marked
him out as the most conspicuous sufferer for the Name. Finally,

his martyr death placed him once for all on his deserved pinnacle.

Some conclusions of importance may be draw from this review.

We have seen that in the earlier chapters of Acts, St. Peter is repre-

sented as constantly on the move. He certainly spent some time

in Antioch, most likely not very long after the Council. It is

possible, even probable, that he had been in Corinth, and in Galatia

he was well known, at any rate by repute. St. Paul had treated

him with great rigour at Antioch, and was not on easy terms with

him even at the date of Corinthians. There is no evidence that St.

Peter ever retaliated. In i Peter St. Paul is not alluded to, and
the personal relations of the two apostles do not assist iis in fixing a
date. In 2 Peter he is mentioned with affection and great respect,

yet with a certain reserve.

It is clear that there was a difference between St. Peter and St
Paul, which we may call little or great according to the point of

view. It was little, because it turned not on dogma but on
conduct ; it was great, because it was a party question. An attempt

has been made in the foregoing pages to ascertain as exactly as

possible what was its real nature, and the result appears to confirm

in substance the conclusions arrived at in the last chapter from a
comparison of the Petrine and Pauline Epistles.

§ 8. THE DIASPORA, BABYLON, AND THE ELECT LADY.

The First Epistle of St. Peter is directed to the elect, that is to

say Christian, sojourners of the Diaspora, or Dispersion, in Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. Are we to take these

district names in their official or in their popular sense ? Four of

them are names of Roman provinces, but Pontus is not ; and all of

them except Cappadocia mean one thing in the usage of the

Roman government, another in the mouths of the people, who
still remembered the old kingdoms out of which the provinces had
been carved. Let us see what the difference was.
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Pontus was the ancient kingdom of Mithridates. The sea-

coast of Paphlagonia, as far as a point a Httle east of the bay of

Amisos, belonged in the first century a.d. to the province of

Bithynia, which, according to Professor Ramsay {Church in the

Roman Empire^ p. 15), was officially known as Bithynia Pontus.

The rest of Paphlagonia was given to the province of Galatia, and
the other regions of Pontus (Pontus Galaticus, Polemoniacus) as they

fell into Roman possession were assigned in a.d. 63 to Galatia, in

A.D. 99 to Cappadocia.
Galatia, another ancient kingdom, was formed into a province in

B.C. 25. In the first century after Christ the province included a

great part of Phrygia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and Isauria; in a.d. 63
it was enlarged by the addition of the Pontine districts already

mentioned ; and from the time of Galba to that of Vespasian it

embraced also Lycia and Pamphylia. The province of Galatia,

therefore, was very much wider than the country of the Galatae or

Gallograeci from which it took its name.
Cappadocia became a province in a.d. 17, and in the first

century there appears to be no noteworthy difference between the

name of the province and that of the old kingdom, though in a.d. 78
the province was united to that of Galatia, continuing nevertheless

to retain a separate administrative existence (Ramsay, C, R. E. p. 15).

Asia was bequeathed to the Romans by its last sovereign,

Attalus III., in B.C. 133. The province included western Asia

Minor as far as Bithynia on the north and Lycia on the south.

Eastwards it included a large part of Phrygia, as far as the frontiers

of the province of Galatia. The name Asia had also a popular use

in which it embraced the coast lands of the Aegean, but not any
part of Phrygia (Ramsay, C, R. E. p. 150). The reader may
consult with advantage the maps which he will find in Mr.
Ramsay's book, or in Mommsen, die Frovinzen^ vol. v. of his

Roman History. See also Dr. Hort's Excursus on The Provinces oj

Asia Minor included in St. Peter^s Address ; and Zahn, Einleitung.

The question arises, then, whether the geographical names are

to be taken in their stricter official or in their looser popular sense.

On the first hypothesis, which is maintained by Professor Hort and
Professor Ramsay, we are confronted by the fact that Pontus was
never by itself a distinct province, and that the Pontine districts

already referred to were not included in the province of Galatia till

A.D. 63. On the second, Phrygia, the great central district of Asia

Minor, might seem to be excluded ; and this can hardly be intended,

for the bearer of the Epistle could not pass from Cappadocia to

Asia without traversing Phrygia, where, as we know, there were

many Christians (Acts xviii. 23). But the point is, for our present

purpose, hardly worth debating, though it may be observed that

Galatia, coming as it does between Pontus and Cappadocia, must



THE DIASPORA, BABYLON, AND THE ELECT LADY 69

certainly include N.-W. Galatia. Whether St. Peter is thinking of
the Roman provinces or of the ancient kingdoms, his list of names
embraces the whole of Asia Minor except the south coast. Lycia,

Pamphylia, the kingdom of Antiochus and Cilicia seem clearly to

be omitted; though, as has been observed, Lycia and Pamphylia
belonged for a time and in a sense to the province of Galatia.

We have here distinct evidence of a bold and extensive mission,

larger in scale than any of the journeys of St. Paul. It was not a
voyage of discovery or conquest, but belonged rather to the

secondary stage of missionary enterprise. There were Christian

communities scattered all over Asia Minor—we do not know how
many, or at what intervals, or how large. Silvanus is to visit them
all, in person or by deputy, and to send copies of the Epistle every-

where. The object was to establish and confirm the Churches, to

bring them into touch, consolidate, comfort them, and so pave the

way for a further advance. For such a purpose no better Epistle

could have been written, and it would be largely supplemented by
word of mouth.

Another question that has been much discussed is that arising

from the order in which the countries are named. The list begins
in a surprising way at Pontus, takes a circular sweep from left to

right through Asia Minor, and ends where it began. Dr. Hort
describes, with every appearance of probability, the route intended.

It would run from some Pontic seaport, through Galatia proper to

Ancyra, thence to Cappadocian Caesarea. Here the traveller would
strike the great highroad leading westward through Phrygia by way
of Apamea and Laodicea to Ephesus in Asia. Hence another
great route would take him northward past Smyrna and Pergamos
to Cyzicus in Mysia on the shore of the Propontis, and from this

town a short voyage would carry him to some Bithynian harbour.

Or from Pergamos he might strike off to the east up the valley of

the Caicus, and so reach Bithynia by land. The only difficulty

lies in the fact that Pontus is selected as the point of departure.

If St. Peter was writing from Babylon proper, it seems incredible

that Pontus should have been the first region in Asia Minor to

occur to his mind ; and even if he was writing from Rome, which is

by far the more probable supposition, it is not easy to see why he
did not direct his envoy to start from Ephesus. There must have
been some good grounds for this peculiar arrangement. Dr. Hort
thought that Silvanus may have found it more convenient to carry

the Epistle from Rome by sea, and that circumstances unknown to

us, the opportunity of a good ship or some other reason, may have
induced him to go first to Sinope, on the Euxine coast. Another
likely port would be Amisos, from which the merchandise of Central
Asia was carried to Rome (Ramsay, C. i?. JE, p. 10). But the

personal convenience of the envoy would hardly determine the
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choice of route. There must have been some further reason,

though we can only guess what it was. But, if a great mission was
in contemplation, the movement must have originated in some
particular Church. The first mission of St. Paul was planned by the

Church of Antioch, and it is permissible to think that the Holy
Spirit may have put a similar purpose in the heart of the Pontic

Christians. If so, they might very naturally apply to St. Peter for

his sanction and guidance ; and, as the scheme was their own, the

envoy would certainly go first to them.
The Epistle clearly implies that there were Christian com-

munities dotted all over Asia Minor. What would be their nature

and composition? They are regarded as belonging to the Dia-

spora, a word which in its proper sense denotes those Jews who for

one reason or another were domiciled in foreign countries. They
abounded in Asia Minor from an early date. Even in the fourth

century before Christ, Aristotle had met there a Jew who was
" Hellenic, not in language only, but in soul." Antiochus the Great

settled two thousand Jewish families trom Mesopotamia and Baby-
lonia in Phrygia and Lydia (Jos. Ant, xii. 3. 4). In b.c. 138 the

Roman Senate wrote on behalf of the Jews to the kings of Per-

gamos and Cappadocia (i Mace. xv. 16-24). Agrippa in his letter

to Caligula (Philo, Legatio ad Caiunty 36, Mangey, ii. 587) asserts

that there were numerous Jewish settlements in Pamphylia, Cilicia,

and the greater part of Asia as far as Bithynia and the recesses of

Pontus. Petronius {jbid, 33, Mangey, ii. 582) says that Jews
abound in every city of Asia and Syria (see Schiirer, Jewish People

in the Time ofJesus Christy Eng. trans, ii. 2. 221 sqq.).

It is possible that around these Asiatic Jewish communities the

same state of things may have existed as in the Crimea. We have
a number of inscriptions from Tanais (belonging probably to the

second or third century a.d.), emanating from Greek religious

societies, who worshipped exclusively the Most High God (@e6s

vi/rto-Tos). The authors describe themselves as "adopted brethren

worshipping the Most High God" (cio-Tronyrot 6.htKf^o\ o-e/Jo/xcvot

©€ov vi/rwTToi/),—they must have been some kind of proselytes,—and
as having given in their names to a presbyter {ivypanf/avr€<s eavroiv

TO. ovofxara TrepX TrpccrfivTepov)—obviously for the purpose of instruc-

tion. Professor Schiirer thinks that they were not exactly Jewish
proselytes, because the communities are distinctly Greek, and
identify the Highest God with Zeus. It may be that we have
in these inscriptions merely one of many symptoms of that inclina-

tion to a kind of monotheism which we know to have existed among
the heathen in imperial times; but as Judaism was strong in

Panticapaeum and Gorgippia, and had been so for a long time

before, Schiirer considers that they are very possibly an indirect

fruit of Jewish propaganda (Latyschev, Inscriptiones antiquae orae
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septentrionalis Ponti Euxini graecae et latinae ; vol. ii., tnscrtpftones

regni Bosporani^ Petropoli, 1890; Schiirer in Theologische Liiera-

turzeitungy No. 9, i Mai, 1897).

If we may transfer these ideas from the Crimea to Asia, and
suppose them to have been current in the first century, we may
imagine the Jews of the Diaspora and their proselytes to have
been surrounded by a number of hybrid societies, who watched
their ways and copied their belief and practice without definitely

breaking loose from heathenism. Indeed, we know that "prose-

lyte " was a term of very loose application. The formal distinction

between the proselyte of righteousness and the proselyte of the gate

is later than apostolic times. But even in the first century the

Jewish propaganda was active and widely spread. It desired to

make of every convert a strict observer of the Law ; but it con-

tented itself with accepting from every man as much as he was
willing to give. There were proselytes who were circumcised and
obeyed the whole Law. Others kept the Sabbath, fasted on the

appointed days, burned the Sabbath lights, and observed the

precepts respecting clean and unclean meats (Josephus, Apion. ii.

39). Others, again, were united to the synagogue by a still looser

tie. In Antioch the Jews persuaded a large number of Greeks to

attend their religious services, and treated them as, in a certain

sense, a part of themselves (Josephus, de Bell. Jud, vii. 3. 3).

In this the synagogue resembled the church; the doors stood

open, and heathen were not only permitted but encouraged to

attend certain portions of the public worship. Thus every Jewish
community became the nucleus of a large group of adherents, of

whom some were converts in the strict sense of the word ; others, in

various shades and degrees, were partial conformists, allies, interested

spectators, well-wishers (see Schiirer, ii. 2. 305 sqq.).

Some synagogues probably went over to Christianity in a body

;

in other cases a part would secede, and this part would exhibit a
vertical section of the parent group from top to bottom. It would
include proper Jews, half Jews, and a number of persons who,
though attracted by Judaism, had never definitely adopted its

tenets or its practices, but hovered on its outskirts. There would
be no difficulty about the Law. Anyone who chose still to observe
it in its integrity could no doubt do so, just as anyone was at

liberty to lead an ascetic life, provided that he did not interfere

with the liberty of others. But even the proper Jews of the

Diaspora were thought /ax by the Pharisees of Jerusalem, and
many of their converts and adherents never had professed to keep
the whole body of the Mosaic ordinances. Baptism would readily

take the place of that bath which was common in the case of
proselytes ; the Eucharist represented the Passover ; the " blood
which was sprinkled" for the proselyte was no longer necessary,
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because all Christians have been sprinkled onos for all with the

blood of Christ (i Pet. i. 2), and the strict law of meats was
replaced by the Jerusalem Decree (see Schurer, ii. 2. 319 sqq.).

Hence (as has been already observed in § vi.) the Church
appears to St. Peter as a continuous entity ; God's purpose seems
to have grown and widened without any breach of sequence, and
all the titles, which in old times He bestowed upon the chosen

people, have passed on in the natural course of things to the

Christian brotherhood, just as in the history of our own race the

name Englishman survived the absorption of Danes and Normans
into the great national family.

It hardly seems probable that many of the primitive Churches
were exclusively Gentile, composed, that is to say, wholly of

brethren who, up to the time of their conversion, had no know-
ledge, direct or indirect, of the Old Testament. On the other

hand, scarcely any can have been exclusively Jewish, excepting,

perhaps, that of Jerusalem. In some large towns where Jews
were numerous, there may have been for a time a double Church,

as at Antioch. But it is not at all likely that this often happened,
or that it long endured when it did happen. Generally speaking,

we must ask not whether a Church was Jewish or Gentile, but what
proportion the Jews, with their proselytes and allies, bore to the

rest of the congregation, or, in other words, who set the tone of the

new religious life at the outset. Even in this shape we cannot
answer the question with any great degree of precision.

At what date may we suppose Christianity to have first gained

a footing in the regions addressed by St. Peter? It is not easy to

say. We know from Pliny's despatch to Trajan that there were
many Christians at Amisos, in the extreme north of Asia Minor,

on the coast of the Black Sea, about a.d. 87. But long before this,

on the day of Pentecost, we read that among St. Peter's audience

were people from Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, and Pam-
phylia (Acts ii. 9, 10). St. Luke can hardly have given this list

of countries without an ulterior reason j it is probable that he knew
the work of evangelisation to have begun immediately afterwards in

all of them. At any rate, among the three thousand souls who
received baptism at the time of that great outpouring of ^ne Spirit,

there must have been many who went home and preached their

new faith. Very much good work must have been done by obscure

missionaries of whom we have no record at all. By unknown hands
Christianity had been planted in Rome before a.d. 58, and no
reason can be given why it should not have taken root in Pontus
quite as early. Even in N.-W. Galatia, though the region may very

possibly not have been visited by St. Paul himself, there would be

no lack of voices to spread the good tidings. Pilgrims, chapmen,

and traders of all kinds, soldiers, subordinate officials, played a part
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in the dissemination of the gospel, and there was probably no
comer of the empire where Christianity had not been heard of

within a very few years.

It has been thought surprising that St. Peter should address his

Epistle to Churches connected, in part at any rate, with the name
of St. Paul. But we must consider in the first place how small a
portion of Asia Minor was visited by St. Paul. In Lycia, Caria,

Mysia, Bithynia, Pontus, and Cappadocia he never set foot. Of
Galatia and Phrygia, if Mr. Ramsay is right, he touched but the

southern fringe ; and, if Mr. Ramsay is wrong, we do not know at

all what was the extent of his voyagings. In Asia, of the Seven
Churches mentioned in the Apocalypse, Ephesus alone is known to

have enjoyed his presence, though he wrote to Laodicea. We do
not hear of his working at Miletus, and at Troas he stayed but
seven days. There are, indeed, large gaps in our information about
St. Paul. We do not know by what road he travelled from Syria

to Ephesus at the end of his second journey (Acts xviii. 18, 19),

or how much is covered by such expressions as " the upper coasts,"

or "all they which dwelt in Asia" (Acts xix. i, 10). Yet much
must have been left for other hands to do ; and there is no reason
for supposing that it was undertaken exclusively by personal

adherents of St. Paul, or that the communities were of a specially

Pauline type. Indeed, even Ephesus was governed, as we know,
by presbyters ; but we could not affirm this fact with confidence of
Thessalonica or of Corinth.

And here may be expressed a suspicion that there is more in a
conjecture of Weiss than has generally been allowed. Why was
St. Paul forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia
and Bithynia on his second expedition ? (Acts xvi. 6, 7). The Holy
Ghost is Wisdom, and there must have been some reason for this

prohibition. It may have been merely that the providence of God
was calling St. Paul onwards, to carry the war straight into the
enemy's country, and advance boldly upon his western strongholds.

But it may also have been, as Weiss thinks, that other preachers
were already at work in the forbidden regions, and that it was
neither necessary nor desirable that St. Paul should direct his

energies thitherwards. The apostle passed by Mysia, where not
long afterwards, if the earlier date of the Apocalypse is correct, we
find the Church of Pergamos. It may have been in process of
formation at this very time. Nay, if conjecture be permissible, we
might venture a step further. Even on his first journey, St. Paul
hurried through Pamphylia without stopping, and did not preach
in the country, except once at Perga, on his return (Acts xiv. 25),
though Pamphylians had been present in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost, and the ground was therefore to some extent prepared
for the seed. Again, it was immediately after entering Pamphylia
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that Mark parted from St. Paul. The two facts, the hasty advance
and the return of St. Mark, may possibly be connected, and, if they

are, we must ask what explanation will fit them both. Considera-

tions of health might conceivably, as Mr. Ramsay urges, determine
the apostle to press on and leave Pamphylia unworked ; but this

reason, which might have been expressed in two words, is not given

by St. Luke, and still we are left to wonder why Mark went back,

why Paul resented his conduct, and why Barnabas excused it. It

is possible to suppose that evangelists were already at work in

Pamphylia ; that Mark did not think it desirable to interfere with

them ; that, being a young man, he pressed his opinion in a manner
that might give offence ; that Barnabas agreed with Mark in sub-

stance though not in expression, and that Paul yielded and moved
on to Antioch without delay.

Upon the whole, it seems tolerably certain, not only that

Christianity advanced with great rapidity in Asia Minor, but that

there were many Churches which were not founded by the direct

personal initiative of St. Paul. It is clear also that the apostle's

hold upon Asiatic Christianity was neither deep nor lasting. At the

time when he wrote the Second Epistle to Timothy (i. 15), all the

Churches of Asia—the province of Asia—had turned away from

him, though he had still a footing in Ephesus, where Onesiphorus
remained true. There may have been signs of defection in Galatia

also, whither Crescens is despatched (iv. 10). Yet this cannot have
been the precise date of i Peter, because Mark was in Asia, not in

Rome, and was in close personal relations with St. Paul (iv. 11).

What conclusions are we to draw? We can but grope our way
through the dim light. There were probably at a very early date

Churches dotted all over Asia Minor. Some of them were Pauline,

some were of another type, which we may loosely call Petrine.

There was agitation among them, and some passed from the one
side to the other. To our modern eyes the difference between the

Mystic and the Disciplinarian seems very great, because it has been
embittered by the fierce controversies of the last five centuries.

To St. Paul also it seemed very great. Law, in his eyes, was

incompatible with mystic freedom, and he united in a very high

degree speculative keenness and masterful enthusiasm. But did

it seem equally great to the other apostles, or even to St. Paul's

own attached followers? The difference as yet existed only in

germ ; its consequences had not developed themselves. Can we
not imagine that Mark or Silvanus may have been equally ready

to take their orders either from St. Peter or from St. Paul.

Is there any real reason why, if the Pontic Christians had
planned a great mission or visitation of the Churches, St. Peter

should not have been asked to write a circular letter which should

give an authoritative basis to the enterprise? or why Silvanus, if
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he was not at the time in actual personal attendance upon St. Paul,

should not have been the envoy? or why St. Mark, if he was at

the time with St. Peter, should not have been mentioned affec-

tionately in the Epistle ?

Whence was St. Peter writing, and what is the exact place which
he calls Babylon ? Three answers have been given to this question

;

for we may leave Joppa and Jerusalem on one side, though both

towns have found advocates. Down to the Reformation, Babylon
was generally understood as here signifying Rome. Since that date

many commentators, following the lead of Erasmus and Calvin,

have argued that the name must be taken in its natural sense, and
that the Assyrian Babylon is intended. Others again, notably

Bishop Pearson, have advocated the claims of the Egyptian

Babylon or Old Cairo. We may consider these three views in

the reverse order.

Strabo the geographer, who was writing as late as a.d. 18, tells

us (xvii. p. 807) that the Egyptian Babylon is a strong fortress,

founded with the permission of the Pharaoh of the time by certain

refugees from the Assyrian Babylon. " At present," he adds, " it is

the camp of one of the three corps which form the garrison of

Egypt." Near it, or round it, grew up a town which is of consider-

able interest in the history of the Coptic Church, of the Arab
invasion, and of the Crusades. But in the first century it appears

to have been merely a great military station, the last place where
we should expect to find St. Peter and his friends (see A. J. Butler,

The Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt ; Evetts, The Churches and
Monasteries ofEgypt \ Am^lineau, La Geographie de P^gypte),

According to the letter of Agrippa to the Emperor Caius (in

Philo, Legatio ad Caium^ 36, Mangey, ii. 588), there were at that

date many Jews in Babylon of Assyria. Persons from this region

had been present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and it is

possible that evangelists were at work there not long afterwards.

But towards the end of the reign of Caius great disasters fell upon
the Babylonian Jews. Many were massacred ; many fled to

Seleucia and thence to Ctesiphon (Josephus, Ant. xviii. 9). If St

Peter ever went to the East, it is rather in the last-named city than

in Babylon that we should expect to find him. Again, tradition

associates with Parthia the name, not of Peter, but of Thomas, and
considerable weight may be attached to this fact. Besides, the

regions beyond Euphrates lay in another world. It is hardly

credible that one and the same person should have taken an active

part in evangelising the far Orient, and yet have kept up a close

connexion with Greek-speaking communities in Asia Minor. The
earliest Syriac tradition connects St. Peter with Rome, and does not
mention Babylon (Dr. Chase, article on Peter, in Hastings' Dictionary

of the Bible), Nor have we the least reason for supposing that
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Mark and Silvanus ever visited Assyria ; indeed, all the probabili-

ties are heavily against it.

There remains only the third explanation, that by Babylon St.

Peter means Rome. Down to the time of the Reformation this

view was universal. It was rejected by the Reformed divines, partly,

perhaps, because it appeared to favour the Papal claims. But
among modern commentators it is still the predominant opinion.

That Rome was commonly spoken of as Babylon by Jewish
writers of an apocalyptic tinge is beyond question. No one doubts
what is meant by Babylon in the Book of the Apocalypse. There
is, indeed, some difficulty in ascertaining the precise date at which
this metaphor came into vogue.

Bishop Lightfoot {St, Clement ofRome^ vol. ii. p. 492) refers tea
passage in the Sibylline Oracles (v. 158): Kox^Xk^u iroVroi/ ^oBvv
avTYjv re HafivXwva 'IraXtas yaiav 6* 17s etvc/ca iroWol oXovto "EfipaCoiv

ayioL TTto-Tol Kal vao5 aXrjO-qs. But these particular lines in which there

is a reference to the destruction of the temple must have been written

after the time of Vespasian. The same observation will apply to

a passage in the Apocalypse of Baruch (xi. i, ed. R. H. Charles,

1896), " Moreover, I, Baruch, say this against thee, Babylon : If thou
hadst prospered and Zion had dwelt in her glory, it would have been
a great grief to us that thou shouldest be equal to Zion. But now,
lo, the grief is infinite, and the lamentation measureless, for, lo, thou
art prospered and Zion desolate." This passage also Mr. Charles,

the learned editor, assigns to a date after a.d. 70 and before a.d. 90.

It is obvious that the sack of Jerusalem would bring the name
of Vespasian into close proximity to that of Nebuchadnezzar, and
suggest at once the parallel between Rome and Babylon. But
there is no reason why this comparison should not have been
vividly present to the minds both of Jews and Christians long

before the final catastrophe. In the Apocalypse, which was most
probably written before the fall of Jerusalem, Rome is Babylon,

not because she has destroyed the Holy City, but because she is

the mother of harlots and abominations, drunken with the blood of

the saints (xvii. 5, 6). Such metaphors, or applications of prophecy,

seem to have been not uncommon among the first Christians ; and
even Jerusalem, '* the great city where our Lord was crucified," was
spoken of " spiritually " as Sodom or Egypt (Apoc. xi. 8). St. Paul

had called the Holy City "Sinai" (Gal. iv. 25). Such turns of

speech are very natural, and present little or no difficulty. The
moment a pious Jew set his foot in the Transtiberine Ghetto, and
saw with his own eyes the splendour and the vices of the capital, or

heard of the influence of the " Chaldaean " astrologers, or of the

blasphemous follies of Caligula, he might very well bethink him of

Isaiah, and say to himself, " Surely this is Babylon, not Rome."
It has been urged that to use such a metaphor in the actual
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dating of an official letter might cause uncertainty and confusion.

But there is little force in this objection. The letter did not drop

from the sky, nor even go through the post. It was carried by
Silvanus, who had come from the place, whatever it was, where the

author was residing. It is quite possible that there is another

metaphor in the same verse (i Pet. v. 13). For, although the

Sinaitic MS. and other ancient authorities insert the word iKKX-qa-ia

before o-weKXeKTyj, we may maintain with confidence that the right

translation of what St. Peter wrote is not " the fellow-elect Church,"

but "the fellow-elect Lady in Babylon greeteth you." But this,

again, may be a metaphor, for many hold with Bishop Lightfoot

that we must see in the phrase a personification of the Church in

which the apostle was resident at the time. Bishop I<ightfoot

compares the (probably not parallel) use of Kvpia, 2 John L 5 ; see

Clement of Rome^ ii. 491 ; we may add the Lady of Hermas.
But it is not necessary to treat the lady also as a figure of

speech. The sister-wife whom St. Peter led about with him must
have been a well-known and well-loved personage in many places.

Clement of Alexandria had heard that she died a martyr death

before her husband {Strom, vii. 11. 63). There is no reason for

doubting his story ; and, if it is true, it implies that she had been
not only the companion, but the active assistant of her husband.

She was one of the heroines of the primitive Church, and would
hold a far higher position in the eyes of men than Phoebe, or

Priscilla, or Euodia, or Syntyche, or those other good women who
laboured with St. Paul. She may very well have desired to add a

brief message of Christian affection to her great husband's Epistle.

Peter, again, was not only a husband but a father (Clem. Alex.

Strom, iii. 6. 52; Eus. H. E. iii. 30. i); he never mentions

divorce; he does not appear to have attached any merit to

celibacy; he seems to have been a typical Hebrew, who looked

upon married life as the best, happiest, and most blessed condition

;

the Lord Jesus had deigned to visit his wife, and had been good to

his wife's mother. He would speak of his wife, as Synesius in a

later age spoke of his, with affection that was not ashamed, and
knew no reason why it should be ashamed, of expressing itself.

If we take the word "lady" in a metaphorical sense, we are

probably sacrificing to mere prudery a noble and distinctive feature

of St. Peter's character, and losing a touch of nature which speaks

strongly in favour of the genuineness of the Epistle. " My wife and
my son Marcus, two persons who are very near and dear to me,
join in my greeting to you "—this is surely what St. Peter means.
We must add that the word " lady " is not found in the Greek text.

Kvpta may, indeed, be used in a figure of the Church, but what
St Peter actually says is "she who is fellow-elect." We may
supply 7VV17, if we please, and even more easily than KvpU. Thus,
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even if Kvpta in 2 John meant a Church, the case would not be
parallel. Fwi} could hardly be used in a metaphorical sense.

Nothing has been said in the foregoing paragraphs as to the

authenticity of the address and concluding verses of the Epistle

which has lately been impugned by Professor Harnack {Chronologie^

p. 45 1 sqq.). A few words on the subject will not be inappropriate

here.

Dr. Harnack thinks that the Epistle does not profess to be the

work of a personal disciple of Jesus, fxaprvs in v. i meaning, not

an apostle, but merely one who has suffered after the pattern of

Christ; that it is so saturated with Pauline ideas that it might

conceivably have been written by St. Paul himself; that it displays

no personal acquaintance with the life of Jesus, and hardly a trace

of any knowledge of the gospel ; that it describes the state of the

Church and its afflictions in such a manner that the date may be

fixed between 83 and 93, but possibly as early as 73 or 6^ a.d.
;

that it is the production of some distinguished teacher and con-

fessor ; that it was known to Clement of Rome, Polycarp, Papias,

and the author of the so-called Second Epistle of Clement^ but

not under the name of Peter ; that Babylon means possibly Rome,
but more probably Jerusalem ; that it floated about in an anony-

mous condition, till between a.d. 150 and 170 it was seized upon
by the writer who forged the Second Epistle of Peter and furnished

with a head- and tail-piece.

Dr. Harnack admits that the general state of things described

in the Epistle is such that the date might be fixed without absurdity

as early as a.d. 63, before the outbreak of the Neronian persecution,

and within the lifetime of St. Peter. But he maintains that it

cannot be the work of St. Peter himself, because of its Paulinism,

of its impersonality, and of the vagueness of its references to the

Gospels. Hence it becomes necessary ^ priori to regard the

address and subscription as forged ; but Dr. Harnack also finds

these passages full of difficulty.

As to the general character of the Epistle, much has already

been said in the course of this Introduction, and more will be
added in the Notes. Paulinism is not to be found in the Epistle,

except in that sense in which Paulinism is identical with Chris-

tianity ; the Gospel allusions are more numerous than Dr. Harnack
is disposed to admit ; in a circular letter, written at a very early

date, there was neither room nor occasion for precise quotation or

detailed information ; and for the note of personality, we should

look naturally to the beginning and end, which the hypothesis

requires us to regard as spurious. There are difficulties and
obscurities, no doubt, but the worst conceivable method of hand-

ling them is to regard them as traces of interpolation or forgery.

The forger's object is to make things as clear and natural as
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possible ; why, then, should anyone, writing as late as a.d. 160, with

the Pauline Epistles, if not the Book of Acts, before him, have
pitched upon Silvanus and Mark, of all people in the world, as

likely to be in attendance upon St. Peter ? The mention of these

two names causes great perplexity in modern times, and certainly

could not have caused less in ancient. Further, it is not easy,

though it is not impossible, to suppose that some unscrupulous
person first concocted an epistle in the name of Peter, and then
seized upon a well-known but anonymous ancient document, and
affixed to it the name of Peter, in order to give some sort of support

to his own fabrication. If 2 Peter is to be regarded as a forgery, it

is much more likely that what happened was just the reverse ; that

the forger found i Peter in existence as we have it, and used it,

address, subscription and all, as a pattern for his own concoction.

But, indeed, forgery is even a more dangerous word than interpola-

tion. It is our bounden moral duty to require cogent evidence

before we charge one who is presumably an honest and sensible

man with deliberate falsification. For that harmless masquerading
which we find later on in the Judicium Petri^ the Clementine

Homilies^ the Constitutions of the Apostles^ or Dionysius the Areopa-
gite^ is in the present instance quite out of the question.

In style, the address and subscription are indistinguishable from
the body of the Epistle. The language of the address (Stao-Tropa,

TrapeTTtSiy/AOt, ayiacr/Aos, VTraKoi}, pavrwr/AOs) paves the way with great

propriety for the admonitions which follow, and contains a sort of

abstract or premonition of all that was in the writer*s mind. St.

Clement of Rome, writing about a.d. 95, not only makes use of

the body of the Epistle, but moulds his own address very closely

on the address of the Epistle (x^P'-^ ^t"^^ '^^'- cip^yi/ry aTro TravTOKparopos

®€ov Sia 'Irjorov XpioTov 'rrkY]Ovv$€irj : see Lightfoot's note). Dr. Har-
nack*s view involves the extremely improbable supposition that this

form of address was the invention of Clement ; that at a somewhat
later date it was loosely imitated by Jude ; that half a century after-

wards the forger of 2 Peter, writing with both Clement and Jude
before him, copied more accurately the Clementine address, and
prefixed it not only to his own concoction, but to an ancient Epistle

which he found floating about without a name. It is true that St
Clement does not quote St. Peter by name, but it is equally true

that though, according to Dr. Hamack's Index Locorum^ he quotes

or alludes to twenty-two of the New Testament documents, he no-

where gives the name of his authority. Yet, though he quotes St.

Paul without naming him, he knew quite well that St. Paul was the

author of the Epistles from which he quotes (xlvii. i, dmAaySere r^v

lTciKTroKy\v tot) pxi.Ka.piov UavAov tov aTrocTToXov), and we may con-

fidently mter that he had the same knowledge in the case of St. Peter.

There is therefore some internal and strong external evidence in
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favour of the authenticity of the address. But if the address is

genuine, no one will care to dispute the genuineness of the subscrip-

tion. The difficulties involved in the latter passage are not of a
kind that can be regarded as insuperable.

For the later evidence on the subject of St. Peter's sojourn in

Rome, the reader may consult the article by Dr. Chase, who has

marshalled all the statements with great care and lucidity. There
also will be found references to the literature of the question. The
only addition which I can make to Dr. Chase's quotations is one
from Clement of Alexandria, taken from a note in the Codex
Marcianus (text in Zahn, Forsckungen, iii. 70) :

" Petrus et Paulus

Romae sepulti sunt . . . Clemens in quinto libro hypotyposeon id

est informationum." Zahn expresses a doubt whether this state-

ment is really derived from Clement, but gives no reason. It may
very well be genuine. The fifth book of the Hypotyposes certainly

contained information about the apostles, as we know from Bus.

H. E. L 12.

§ 9. MARK AND SILVANUS.

When St Peter despatched his Epistle, Mark and Silvanus were
in his company.

Mark is called by St Paul (Col. iv. 10) the cousin of Barnabas.

We may therefore with confidence identify him with the John Mark
of whom we read in Acts (xii. 12). It can hardly be doubted that

this is the same Mark who was with St Peter.

Mark was the son of a woman named Mary, who lived in

Jerusalem, and whose house was a meeting-place for the brethren.

Like his cousin Barnabas, he was probably a Levite. St. Peter was
well acquainted with Mark's mother, for it was to her house that he
turned his steps on his deliverance from prison. He knew Mark,
therefore, before St. Paul did ; and when he calls him his son, he
may mean that he induced Mark to accept baptism, or at any rate

was instrumental in bringing him to Christ But the term may
denote nothing more than close and affectionate familiarity.

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark with them on what is

known as the First Mission Journey (Acts xii. 25), as their

" minister " (vTnypcrT;?, Acts xiii. 5, E has here eis Sta/coviav,

evidently wishing to get rid of an ambiguous word). It is not

quite clear what we are to understand by the word "minister."

Sometimes, but rarely, it means " a minister of tbe word " (so Luke
L 2 ; I Cor. iv. i ; Acts xxvi. 16 : in this last passage it is applied

by Jesus to St Paul), but more commonly it is used in the New
Testament of menials or subordinate officers of an inferior class.

Possibly Mark went as personal attendant on the apostles, as their

^^rie^ or dragonian \ bi;t fof this purpose they would naturally
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select a fellow-believer who had a gift of exposition, and could help

in other ways, besides ministering to their comfort, arranging routes,

and managing business generally. With Barnabas and Saul, Mark
traversed Cyprus—a country which may have been known to him,

for it was the native land of Barnabas. But at Perga in Pamphylia
"John departing from them returned to Jerusalem" (Acts xiii. 13).

Paul resented his conduct, and when Barnabas proposed to take

John Mark with them on their second journey (Acts xv. 37),
objected so strongly that there was a sharp contention between him
and Barnabas. Finally, the two great friends departed asunder,

Paul taking for his companion the prophet Silas, while Barnabas
went with Mark to Cyprus.

Two questions suggest themselves here. The first is. What was
the age of Mark at this time? A worthless tradition, which is

directly contradicted by the Elder of Papias (Eus. H, E. iii. 39. 15),

represents him as having been one of the Seventy. Some com-
mentators in recent times have identified him with the young man
mentioned in his Gospel (Mark xiv. 51). This, again, is somewhat
unsubstantial conjecture. But the word " minister " seems to imply

that he was a novice to mission work, and that he was a young man.
Though he was cousin, not "sister's son," of Barnabas, he may
have been many years younger than that apostolic man.

Again, why did he leave the apostles so abruptly ? St. Luke
makes no comment, and we are thrown back on hypothesis. Yet
it is clear that the breach was not between Mark and Barnabas, but
between Mark and Paul. Barnabas defended him with great

warmth. The reason for Mark's departure, therefore, can hardly

have been that his courage failed, or that his health broke down, or

that he proved incompetent for his office. But if these causes are

inadequate, what can we suppose but that there was some difference

of opinion between Paul and Mark which Paul regarded as un-

fitting him for the purpose in hand, while Barnabas, who inclined

to the party of Peter (Gal. ii. 13), did not. It is not easy to suppose
that Barnabas, however strong his family affection may have been,

would have selected again for his helpmate one who could not be
trusted on an emergency. Nor would Mark himself have been
willing to renew an adventure of which he knew that he was
incapable. He ended by going with Barnabas to Cyprus, where
possibly the dangers were less ; but he appears to have been quite

willing to plunge into Asia Minor, though he must have heard all

about the sufferings of the previous expedition. Nor is it easy

to suppose that St. Paul would have still been embittered by a
failure of courage of which Mark had so evidently repented. It

seems far more likely that Mark had taken alarm at St. Paul's

views ; that during the interval, probably under the persuasion of

Barnabas, he had COme to regard the difference as unimportant

;
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and that St. Paul felt rightly, though with some sense of personal

vexation, that, however slight the grounds of disagreement might
look to others, they would prevent him from working successfully

with one who was disposed to criticise and disapprove. Some
slight confirmation of this view may be found in the fact that the

companion chosen by St. Paul was Silas, a prophet, and in the

previous connexion between Mark and St. Peter. Mark is not

again mentioned in the Book of Acts.

At a later date, when the apostle's own views were much milder

and more tolerant than they had been, we find Mark with St. Paul

in Rome (Col. iv. lo), and contemplating a journey to Colossae.

Possibly he was not personally known to the Colossians, for the

apostle adds, " if he come unto you, receive him." It may be that

St. Paul is here giving Mark an introduction, but we should hardly

be justified in pressing this sense upon the words. At a later

date (2 Tim. iv. 11) Mark was somewhere in Asia Minor, and
Timothy is desired to bring him to Rome ; for, says the apostle,

" he is useful to me for ministry " (euxp^yo-ros ct? SiaKOPtav). And in

the Epistle to Philemon (24) we find him in Rome with Epaphras,

Aristarchus, Demas, and Lucas, the fellow-labourers of St. Paul.

But we do not know when or how St. Mark first set foot in the

capital.

Ancient tradition connected St. Mark very closely with St Peter.

Papias stated, on the authority of the Elder (Eus. H. E. iii. 39. 15),

that Mark had never been a follower of the Lord Himself, but had
served Peter as interpreter, and that his Gospel represents the

occasional discourses of St. Peter, which Mark reproduced accurately

from memory. The Elder, as reported by Papias, does not actually

mention Rome, and does not say expressly that the Gospel was
composed after Peter's death, though this is probably implied in

his statement that Mark wrote from memory.
Irenaeus, after telling us (iii. i. i) that Matthew wrote while

Peter and Paul were preaching the gospel in Rome and founding

the Church, proceeds, " After their death (e^oSov) Mark also, the

disciple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing the

substance of Peter's preaching." Clement of Alexandria (in Eus.

H. E, ii. 15) affirms that Mark wrote his Gospel to satisfy the

importunities of the brethren, and without the apostle's knowledge,

before the death of Peter, and submitted it when complete to the

apostle's judgment. Origen (Lomm. vol. iii. p. i ; Eus. H, E. vi.

25. 5) says that Mark wrote as Peter dictated to him (ws ncVpos

v(f>riyrjaaTo avrw). These four accounts, while they differ in details

and may be independent, agree in bringing Mark into close per-

sonal relations with Peter. Not one of them says in so many
words that his Gospel was written in Rome, but the language of

Irenaeus seems clearly to imply this, and it was probably the belief
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of the other three also. Clement certainly thought that the First

Epistle of Peter was written from Rome.
Tradition also taught that, after publishing his Gospel, Mark

went to Egypt, there preached the faith, and became first Bishop
of Alexandria (Eus. H, E. ii. 16. i ; Epiph. Haer, li. 6; Jerome,
de Vir. III. 8). Here in later days his tomb was shown in the

great church of Baucalis, which stood near the harbour. There
was, however, an ancient opinion, which has been preserved in the

heterodox Clementine Homilies (i. 8), that the Church of Egypt
owed its origin to Barnabas, not to Mark.

The Silvanus of Peter has been generally identified with the

Silas of Acts, the Silvanus of the Pauline Epistles. Like St. Paul,

he was a Roman citizen (Acts xvi. 37, 38). A foreign burgess

would have a Roman name borrowed from the personage from
whom he or his ancestor had received the franchise. Silvanus is

a well-known cognomen borne by many distinguished families, the

Ceionii, Granii, Pomponii, and others. See Hoole, The Classical

Element in the N,T,y^, 61.

In Orelli there is a long inscription (No. 750) in honour of Ti
Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, who was consul sufTect in a.d. 45. H^
was a meritorious officer, who stood high in the favour of Ves-

pasian, and had been proconsul of Asia, as Wilmanns thinks, just

before or just after Silanus, who held the same office in a.d. 54,

M. Plautius Silvanus (Orelli, No. 622) was consul in b.c. 2, and re-

ceived the triumphal ornaments for service in Illyricum. L. Flavius

Silvanus (Wilmanns, Inscripiones Latinae, No. 285) was consul in

A.D. 81.

The name Silvanus was also borne by persons of lower station,

freedmen or dependants of the great houses. Thus (Orelli, No. 695)
we find a funeral inscription to Silvania Maria, which is dated

duobus Geminis ; this, according to Tertullian, was the year of our

Lord's crucifixion. Another epitaph (C. /. Z. vol. vi. No. 4073) in

the columbarium of the servants of Livia Augusta runs thus :

M. Livivs. SiLVANVs. Decvr. Thymele. Silvani.

This Silvanus was decurion, or head, of one of the numerous
bodies of officials or servants in the Imperial household. Thy-

mele was probably his wife. Again {ibid. No. 4316) we read:

A. SiLVANIO.

The name Silvanus or Silvanius was not uncommonly borne by
persons of the same class to which we may suppose the companion
of the apostles to have belonged ; and from the name Maria, which
in one instance we find associated with it, we many infer that soi /e

of them were of Jewish parentage. It is particularly interesting to

find a Silvanus actually employed in the family of the Caesars.

Here we may possibly discern one of the Httle links by which
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Christianity attached itself from the very first to the Imperial court
Our Silvanus had certainly namesakes, possibly relatives, among
that vast body of servants, clerks, readers, physicians, librarians,

civil and domestic officials, who surrounded the emperor and
served him in all sorts of capacities, from that of cook to some-
thing very like what we should call a Secretary of State. And it is

in no way surprising to find him in Rome.
There can be little doubt that the Silas of Acts is the Silvanus

of the Pauline and Petrine Epistles, but the relation between his

two names is not quite clear. The vulgar abbreviation of Silvanus

would naturally be 2iA/3as or iStXovas. Hence it has been main-

tained that the real name of this apostolic man was the Aramaic
Sili, which by the addition of a common Greek termination be-

comes Silas ; and that Silvanus is not a lengthened form of Silas, but

a Gentile by-name adopted merely because it was similar in sound
to the original (compare Joshua, Jason. See Zahn, Einleitungy i.

p. 23; Deissmann, Bibelstudien^ p. 184). If this view is correct,

the name of Silvanus ceases to have any particular meaning. But
Zahn does not quite solve the problem. If Silvanus is equivalent

to Silvas, not to Silas, why, we may ask, did Silas call himself

Silvanus and not rather Silanus? The same difficulty recurs in

either case. Again, though Silvas is actually used for Silvanus

(Zahn cites a <&Aaovtos iSiX^as from Josephus, Bell, Jud. vii. 8. i),

it is not safe to assert that the same rule was always observed. In
these vulgar abbreviations the final -as represents a large variety of

terminations ; thus we have Hermas for Hermogenes, Epaphras for

Epaphroditus, Nymphas for Nymphodorus, and so on. Popular
usage follows very loose rules, as we know from the analogy of

English pet names. Finally, there is the probability that Silas and
Silvanus only accidentally resemble one another, that the first was
the name given to the man by his Hebrew parents, the second his

name as a Roman burgess and client of a noble Roman house.

We are left to make the same choice of alternatives in the case of

a more famous pair of names, Saul and Paul.

It is probable then that Silvanus or one of his ancestors had
been manumitted by one or other of the Roman Silvani. He
appears first as one of the leading men among the brethren at

Jerusalem, and was one of the delegates appointed to carry to

Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia the Decree of the Council. He must,

therefore, have been heartily in accord with the substance of the

Decree. He was a prophet, meeting St. Paul on this side, and at

Antioch he exhorted the brethren, probably the Gentile brethren,

with many words and confirmed them. From Antioch he appears

to have returned to Jerusalem (Acts xv. 34 is to be omitted), but

shortly afterwards he was chosen by St. Paul to accompany him on
his Second Mission Journey. We hear of him for the last time in
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the Book of Acts at Corinth (Acts xviii. 5 ; compare 2 Cor. i. 19),

where again, as at Antioch, he appears as a preacher. Silvanus

also, like Mark, dwelt at first in Jerusalem, and must have been
well known to St. Peter before he became acquainted with St. Paul.

This account of Mark and Silvanus enables us to fix with cer-

tainty a prior limit of date for the First Epistle of St. Peter. Mark
was probably a novice when first we read of him, and attended

St. Paul on the First Journey. Silvanus went with the apostle on
the Second. Hence i Peter cannot possibly have been written

before the end of the Second Journey. The date of the apostle's

fourth visit to Jerusalem, with which this journey terminated (Acts

xviii. 22), is very variously computed from a.d. 49 (Bengel) or a.d.

51 (Schrader) or a.d. 52 (Turner) to a.d. 56 (Eichhorn and Ideler).

The date most in favour is a.d. 54. (See the table in Farrar's Life of

St. Paul^ vol. ii. p. 624.) But all calculations of time for the Book
of Acts are inferential, and this is probably some few years too late.

As to the posterior limit of date, there is not the same certainty.

Reasons have been assigned in a previous section for believing that

the Epistle was written before the outbreak of the Neronian per-

secution in A.D. 64, but many eminent authorities dispute this

conclusion.

Are there any other considerations that will enable us to come
to a more definite result ?

It has been thought that Mark and Silvanus could not possibly

have been in Rome, and in attendance on St. Peter, till after the

death of St. Paul. But, in the first place, there is no reason for

supposing that St. Peter outlived St. Paul by any considerable

length of time. Dionysius of Corinth, our earliest authority (Jerome,

de Vir, III. 27, places him under M. Aurelius and Commodus),
says that the apostles perished " about the same time " (/cara tov

avTov Kaipovy Eus. IT. E. ii. 25. 8; Routh, vol. i. p. 180); and the

natural inference from these words is, that though the apostles may
not have ended their lives on the same day, their deaths were not

far separated. But it is surely incredible that, if the Neronian per-

secution were actually raging at the time, and St. Paul himself had
been slain with the sword not long before, the language of St Peter's

Epistle should be what it is.

Nor can it reasonably be supposed that Mark and Silvanus were

adherents of St. Paul in such a sense that they could not at any
time have written and carried a letter for St. Peter, and joined him
in sending a greeting to the Asiatic Churches. On the contrary, the

difficulty is to understand how either Mark or Silvanus can ever

have been thoroughgoing advocates of the distinctively Pauline

teaching. Let it be remembered that Mark parted from St. Paul

under painful circumstances at the very outset of the First Journey,

and that Silas was the chosen advocate of the Jerusalem Decree.
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The natural inference from such facts as we have is that, till the
dispute about the law which St. Paul presses so vehemently in

Galatians and Romans had died down, neither Mark nor Silvanus
can have been in quite unclouded relations with the outspoken
champion of Faith against Works.

There are long blank spaces to be filled up in the history of
both men. What was Mark doing after he went with Barnabas to
Cyprus, during St Paul's Second and Third Journeys, or during the
imprisonment at Caesarea? Even after this date we catch but a
few flying glimpses of him; and of Silvanus we know absolutely
nothing from the time of his arrival in Corinth.

Thus we are driven back upon the question of the literary inter-

dependence of the Pauline and Petrine Epistles. According to most
scholars, the Petrine Epistle is later than Romans (a.d, 58) or
Ephesians (a.d. 63). In the view of others it is later than any of
the Pauline Epistles ; indeed it has been supposed to borrow from
almost every book in the New Testament

The evidence, both linguistic and doctrinal, has been considered
in previous sections, and it does not appear to point to any definite

conclusion.

Mark and Silvanus may very well have been together in Rome
at any time after the Second Mission Journey. But at what
date can we suppose St. Peter to have been in the city with
them?

This is a question which cannot be answered with certainty.

Lipsius maintained that St Peter never visited Rome at all. Of
late it has been generally allowed that the evidence on the other
side is too strong to be rejected. But the tendency is to place St
Peter's arrival in the capital as late as possible, towards the end of
St Paul's first imprisonment, at the end of a.d. 63 (Dr. Chase) or
in the beginning of a.d. 64 (Bishop Lightfoot).

Both these dates rest upon the assumption that, if St Peter had
visited Rome at any earlier time, the fact must have been mentioned
in the Book of Acts or in the Pauline Epistles. But it can hardly
be said that the silence of either of these authorities amounts to

negative proof. In Acts, St. Peter disappears from the scene alto-

gether after the Council of Jerusalem. St Luke must have known
much about the apostle's later movements, but for some reason or

another he did not see fit to say a single word upon the subject
The silence of St Paul affords an extremely difficult problem. St
Peter had certainly visited Antioch, but St Paul only mentions the
fact incidentally, and with a polemical object Dr. Harnack thinks

it highly probable {Chronologie^ p. 244, note) that he had also been
in Corinth ; but we cannot gather this with certainty from the words
of St Paul. He may have preached in Galatia also ; but this again

we can only suspect As to the origin of the Church in Rome we
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are left to grope in the dark ; but questions arise to which we must
not too readily assume an answer.

A Church had been founded there many years before (Rom. xv.

22), not by St. Paul, and had attained some considerable dimen-
sions. Whom would these believers be so anxious to see as Peter,

whose name must have been familiar to them from the day of their

conversion ? Who was that " other man " upon whose foundation

the Roman Church was built? (Rom. xv. 20). Why, again, does St.

Paul, writing to a Church that he had never seen, enter so fully and
controversially into questions which had probably never been heard

of in Rome ? for the Jews of Rome, when he came there as a prisoner

five or six years later, knew "no harm " about him (Acts xxviii. 21)

;

and, though these Jews were not Christians, they could hardly have
spoken thus, if the Pauline view of Law had been debated among
their compatriots in the city. Or what was that spiritual gift which
St. Paul desired to impart at Rome (Rom. i. 11), if not prophecy,

the essential mark of difference between Pauline and Petrine Chris-

tianity ? The Epistle to the Romans is, in fact, an Apologia, and
seems to imply the pre-existence of that form of doctrine which we
find in the First Epistle of St. Peter. And this mode of opinion

continued to be actively taught in Rome during St. Paul's first

imprisonment, as we may gather from Philippians (i. 15-18). Pro-

fessor Harnack thinks it not impossible that St. Peter may have
paid a visit to Rome even under the reign of Claudius, that is to

say, before a.d. 54 {Chronologie^ p. 244, note); and certainly this

opinion is not untenable.

In any case, if we place the end of Acts and of the first im-

prisonment of St. Paul in a.d. 58,—the opinion of Eusebius, which
has of late received the powerful support of Blass and Harnack,

—

there is a space of some six years before the outbreak of the Neronian
persecution, in a.d. 64, during which we know nothing of Mark and
Silvan as, and very little of St. Paul. There is no reason against our
assigning the First Epistle of St. Peter to this interval of time. If

the Epistle does after all, as many think, display an acquaintance

with Romans and Ephesians, the fact would be thus accounted for.

If Mark made his first acquaintance with Asia Minor immediately
after the date of Colossians, we should be able to explain how he
comes to be mentioned. Time would be allowed for the growth of

the numerous Christian communities implied in the address of the

Epistle, and also for the wakening of hostility among the Gentiles,

who, though not yet quite prepared for measures of bloody repres-

sion, were evidently fast moving in that direction.

On the whole, therefore, it seems the most likely supposition

that the First Epistle of St. Peter was written between a.d. 58 and
A.D. 64.



NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF
ST. PETER.

The Title. In the oldest MSS. the Epistle is headed neVpov d- (B),

or IIcTpov hvitrroKy] d (k A C). In Greek cursives we find Xlerpov

KaOoXiKrj Trptar-q iTna-ToXrj (or iinaToXrj Trpwrry) : tov ayiov aTTOCTToXov

Herpov iina-ToXr} a : L has iTno-roXr} KaOoXiKT] d rov ayiov koX

7rav€V(l>T^fjLov airocrToXov Uirpov. The Codex Amiatinus gives epistula

Petri prima ; the Codex Fuldensis, Petri epistula ad genteSy so

Junilius and Cassiodorus (in Westcott, Canon, Appendix D);
Tertullian, Scorpiace 1 2, quotes the Epistle as Petri ad Ponticos,

I. 1, 2. The Address. The ordinary type of the address of

a Greek letter is that found in Acts xxiii. 26, KAavStos Avo-ias

Tw KpaTLOTio rjy€fi6vL ^t/jXlkl y^aipuv : cf. I Macc. X. 18, 25, xi. 30,

xii. 6. XatpeLv was felt to be objectionable by some of the religious

heathen; thus the author of the third Platonic Epistle prefers ev

Trparrciv, on the ground that joy or pleasure befits neither man nor

God. But the old heathen formula was at first used even in

apostolic letters. We have an instance in the address of the letter

which enclosed the Decree of the Council of Jerusalem (Acts

XV. 23), and another in that of the Epistle of St. James.
To the name of the writer is naturally added his title. In 2 and

3 John we find simply 6 Trpea-^vrepo^ : in James, 'IdKwjSos ®€ov kol

KvpCov *Ir]<rov XpLcrrov 8ovXo<s : in I Peter, Xlcrpos avocrroXo^ 'Irycrou

XpioTOV : in 2 Peter, ^ifuov Ilerpos 8ovXo<s koI dTroo-roXos *l'q(rov

XpKTTov : in Jude, 'Ii^croC Xpiarov SovXo? aS€X<f>6's Be "laKw^ov. The
usage of St. Paul varies. In i and 2 Thessalonians the names only

are given ; in the polemical Epistles, Romans and Galatians, he
defends and explains his right to the title of apostle; in i and
2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Timothy the words 8ia

OeXrjfjbaTo^ ®€ov are added with the same purpose; in i Tim. we
have Kar cViray^v ©cov added ; in Philippians he calls himself SovAo?

Xpia-Tov *lrj<Tov (like James, Jude) ; in Titus, Romans, both SoOAos

and d7ro<rroA.os (like 2 Peter) ; in the pathetic Epistle to Philemon
the phrase he selects is 8eo-/i,ios ^Irjcrov Xpia-Tov.

The name of the addressees is sometimes given quite simply, as

by James, by St Paul in Philemon, Galatians ; but generally a few

words descriptive of their Christian character are added, and these
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are often very significant of the leading thoughts in the writer's

mind {Trapeirih'qfxoi in I Pet. ; kXt^toi ayioi in Rom., I Cor. ; ayioi

Kttt TTioTOL in Col.
'f

dyaTTto, dX-^^cia, 2 and 3 John).
The heathen x^-^P^f-^ becomes the Christian x^P'?* To this is

naturally added the Jewish Peace (i and 2 Pet, 2 John, all the
Pauline Epistles), and often Mercy (2 John, i and 2 Tim., Tit.), or
Love (Jude has mercy, peace, and love).

We are not to suppose that St. Paul set the pattern for all these
addresses; this is extremely improbable. No one man creates

epistolary forms.

Ignatius still uses the old heathen x«V«'''» except in Philad.
;

and Barnabas begins his Epistle with xatp^Te.

ricTpos. The apostle's name was Simon (properly Simeon).
Our Lord gave him the surname of Cephas (John i. 42), which
signifies a rock or a stone. What our Lord meant was no doubt
*' rock "not stone, firmness not mere hardness (Matt. xvi. 18); but
the Greek noun TreVpa is feminine, and when used as the name for

a man necessarily takes the shape of 11expos. Our Lord always
addresses the apostle as Simon except Luke xxii. 34, where Peter
seems to be used with reference to the meaning of the name (in

ver. 31 we find "Simon, Simon"; in Matt. xvi. 18, again, Peter is

an appellative, not the mere name). The apostle is called Simon
(Symeon) also by his brother apostle St. James, Acts xv. 14, and
by Mark and Luke before the Mission of the Twelve. John calls

him indifferently Simon Peter or Peter. Simon Peter is found
also Matt. xvi. 16; Luke v. 8; 2 Pet. i. i ; "Simon who is called

Peter" occurs in Matt. iv. 18, x. 2, and four times in Acts (x. 5,

18, 32, xL 13); all these last occur in the story of Cornelius;
possibly in his Hebrew original St. Luke found the name Simon
and added the other words. Even in the Gospels, Peter is the

name generally used, and in Acts it is employed throughout with

the few exceptions that have been noted. St Paul generally speaks
of "Cephas," i Cor. i. 12, iii. 22, ix. 5, xv. 5 ; Gal. i. 18, ii. 9, 11, 14
(though he uses Peter in ii. 7, 8), and we may infer that this title

was current in the Church of Jerusalem where St Paul first met the

apostle. Some have supposed that St Paul uses Cephas with a
polemical intention, to remind his readers of the compact referred

to Gal. ii. 9; but probably it was his habit. The older Syriac

versions of the New Testament, the Curetonian (with the recently

discovered Sinaitic of the Gospels) and the Peshito, render Peter

sometimes Kepha, sometimes Simon Kepha, and sometimes Simon.
Peter is found Acts i. 13 ; i Pet i. i. Evidently Simon and Kepha
were the common usage in the second century in the Aramaic
countries. Elsewhere Simon went rapidly out of use, and Cephas
was preserved only by the same archaeological interest which clung
to Talitha cumi, as the exact words used by our Lord. See Hort

;
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Zahn, Evileitung^ i. 2 1, ii. 60 ; Chase on " Peter " in Hastings'

Dictionary of the Bible^ vol. iii. p. 756 ; Plummer on Luke vi. 14.

^kXcktois irapeiriSiQfAois Siaanropds. "To the elect sojourners of

the Dispersion "
: the omission of the article appears here to have no

significance. See Introduction, § 3. There is no verb to govern the

dative, cf. Rom. i. 7 ; 2 John 1-3. It is better to take ckA-cktois as

an adjective, though the R.V. appears to render it as a substantive.

Those to whom the apostle writes are chosen by God, elect (ycVos

IkX^ktov^ ii. 9, from Isa. xliii. 20). St. Peter does not use the

Pauline kX-^tolj nor does he expressly distinguish KaXelv from
iKXiyea-Oai. Election does not carry with it the final salvation of

the individual (iv. 15-19). God must guard them (i. 5); but, if

they resist the devil and remain solid in the faith, He will make
them perfect and establish them (v. 9 sqq.). There has been no
change in the counsels of God. Israel has not been rejected. The
Church is still the Church of old ; but the vision of the prophets has

been realised, and whosoever will may enter in.

Elect, in fact, means simply Christian. What the apostle is

thinking of is corporate citizenship among the elect people; the

individual elements of the new life are faith and obedience.

In St. Matthew (xxii.) all are " called," but many do not accept

the invitation ; some accept, but have no wedding garment ; many
are called, but few are elect (cf. Matt. xxiv. 22, 24, 31 ; Mark xiii.

20, 22, 27 ; Luke xviii. 7). John does not use KaXelv in this sense,

nor kX^tos, nor ckXcktos in his Gospel, but in the Apoc xvii. 14 we
have kXtjtoI koI eKXeKTol KOL TTLarToi as different names for the same
thing. In the Synoptical Gospels, the Pauline Epistles, and the

Apoc. elect denotes personal, not corporate election. It is true, as

Dr. Hort remarks, that " the preliminary election to membership of

an elect race does not exclude individual election," and we cannot
reconstruct St. Peter's theology with precision from two short

Epistles. Nevertheless, so far as he has explained himself, he
appears to mean that the individual is called into the elect society.

Certainly he attaches more value to the corporate life, as regards

both growth in knowledge or faith and the efficiency of sacraments
(<rd)^6t ySaTTTitr/xa, iii. 2i), than St. Paul does.

The word -rrapeTrC^fxo^ occurs twice in the LXX. Gen. xxiii. 4,

rrdpoLKo<; kol TrapeTTLSrjfio's iya> elfii fxeO* vixiov: Ps. xxxviii. (xxxix.) 1 3,

on TrdpoLKO^ cyw el/xL iv rrj yfj kol 7rap€7ri8>;/AOS Ka^ws iran-es ot

iraWpes fxov. These two passages were before St. Peter's mind both

here and i. 1 7, ii. 1 1. In the former, Abraham speaks of himself to

the sons of Heth as a stranger and sojourner among them ; in the

latter, the same figure is used of man who has on earth no abiding

city, like the patriarch who sojourned in the land of promise as in

a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles (Heb. xi. 9). He is an

exile from heaven, his true home. We must not take the word
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here in its secular political sense, though this would be very applica-

able to the Jews of the Diaspora, who were exiles from Jerusalem,

dwellers in a foreign land. For an instance of this use see Justin,

ApoL 67 (Otto, p. 188), Tots 7rap€7rt8^/Aots ov(rt ^cVots, of Strangers

who are stopping in a town but do not possess a permanent
domicile there, and examples from the papyri are given by Deiss-

mann, Bibelstudien^ p. 146, Eng. trans, p. 149.

The Christian is chosen and called by God (the choosing pre-

cedes the calling) to leave his earthly father's home. The call

makes him a pilgrim; henceforth he journeys by slow stages,

through many dangers, towards the far-off promised rest. The
pilgrim is sustained by faith in the unseen, by hope, godly fear, and
the love of Christ ; he is always a babe (ii. 7) ; he tastes of joy,

but only as the wanderer drinks of the brook by the way. It is

the same conception of the Christian life that we find in Hebrews.
In this tone of hope deferred we may find a characteristic note.

St Peter had walked with the Lord on earth in close personal

union, and must have felt the Ascension as a bereavement. St.

Paul had never known the Lord in the flesh, but after the Ascension
had been delivered by a vision from bitter spiritual struggles. To
him naturally the sense of joy and freedom, of being here and now
actually in the Kingdom, was far more than to St. Peter.

On the Diaspora and the local names, see Introduction, § 8. In
the address of the Epistle of St. James the Diaspora seems to

include Christian Jews only. Here it embraces alike Gentiles or

Jews. There is no difference at all ; all titles and prerogatives pass

on from the Church of the fathers to the Church of Christ. There
has been evolution, but no breach of continuity.

Kara Trpoyt'wo-ii' . . . 'It](7oG Xptarou. The three clauses are strictly

co-ordinate in the construction, but the order of the whole sentence
is loose, and the precise connexion of these words has been
disputed.

The general and preferable arrangement is to take them with

c/cXcKTots
—

" Elect according to foreknowledge," etc. ; this gives

perfectly good sense; the only difficulty is that we should have
expected eKXc/crots to be placed after Bt^wias. The Greek com-
mentators Cyril, Theophylact, and Oecumenius take them with
d7roo-ToA.o5. This increases the difficulty arising out of the order of

the words, and is open to a further objection, that, whereas St.

Paul feels it necessary to justify his claim to the title of apostle, no
such necessity would be felt by St. Peter. Hence we should not
suffer ourselves to be influenced by the supposed analogy of the
Pauline addresses.

The three clauses give the three Names and three functions of
the Trinity (the arrangement of the Names is not significant). Kara
9rpoyva)o-ty : the Father (Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, i. 3;
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our Father, L 17) has the attribute of foreknowledge; on this

election depends. Foreknowledge includes foreordaining (i. 20,

ii. 8), but St. Peter does not use the words Trpoopi^eiv or TrpoOea-is.

He speaks quite simply as a devout Jew, and the metaphysical

difficulty does not affect him at all. The problem of predestination

is suggested in St. John's Gospel and discussed by St Paul; in

both cases it arises out of the rejection of the gospel by the mass
of the Jews. It may be that St. Peter had had good success among
his countrymen, or that he wrote before it became evident that as a

nation they would prove refractory. See note on ii. 8.

iv dytaafxw FlreufxaTos. " In (or by) sanctification of the Spirit."

Compare 2 Thess. ii. 13, on ctAcro v/xas 6 ©eos arr' dp)(rj<s ets croiTrjpiav

iv dytac/xw IIvev/xaTOS kol TTLarei dXry^eias. It has been supposed,

without reason, that St. Paul means " sanctification of your spirit."

In any case the collocation of the three Names, Father, Spirit,

Jesus Christ, shows that this cannot be the meaning here. Further,

St. Peter does not use irvevim in the sense of the spiritual faculty of

man, as distinct from his reason or emotions. See Introduction,

p. 40, and note on iii. 4.

Foreknowledge is the condition, Sanctification is the atmo-
sphere, or perhaps rather the instrument, of the elect life. We may
translate ev either " in " or " by means of ; the latter, Hebraistic,

use of the preposition is very common in the New Testament. See
Blass, p. 130. Holiness is the attribute of God in whom is no
stain of evil, either in thought or in deed : the Spirit, by the act of

sanctification or hallowing, imparts this divine attribute to the

Christian society, consecrating it, setting it apart, calling it out of

the world, devoting it to God, and furnishing it with divine gifts

and powers.

Sanctification leads to, results in (cis) obedience, and sprinkling

with the blood of Jesus Christ.

Obedience is obedience to the law of God, faithful service,

righteousness, by virtue of which men are just. In the address

of Romans (i. 5), St. Paul speaks of im-aKorj irCa-TeiaSf but in quite a

different sense. What is meant there is "obedience to faith,"

acceptance of the gospel of Free Grace (cf. Rom. xvi. 26).

pavT\,<Tii6v, " Sprinkling " is a sacrificial word, and, as the result

of Sanctification and Obedience, can here mean nothing but the

means by which we are brought into real spiritual conformity to

the Death of Christ ; it conveys to the believer those divine gifts

which are the fruit of that Death. What this conformity and these

gifts were in the mind of St. Peter we shall gather from later

passages.

pavTi^eLv occurs Heb. ix. 13, 19, 21, x. 22; pavria-pio^ Heb.
xii. 24. It is by "sprinkling" that the merits of Christ's Death
are transferred to the *' brother." The idea is foreign to St Paul,
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but recurs in Barnabas viii., ot pavTL^ovres TratSes ol evayyeXiarafievoL

rjfuv T^v a<f>e(riv roiv a/xaprtoiv koX tov dyvLO-fiov rrjs KapBias—the

iratScs, it is added, are the twelve apostles.

St. Peter is here alluding to some passage or passages of the Old
Testament, but to which ?

Dr. Hort insists that the reference must be to a passage in

which the sprinkling of persons with blood is combined with the

distinct mention of obedience. The only passage which fulfils

these conditions is "the sprinkling which formed the ratification of

the covenant between Jehovah and His people through the media-
tor Moses, as described in Ex. xxiv. 3-8." This, however, is too

logical. A reference to the passages in Hebrews will show that

many different sprinklings were in the mind of the writer of that

Epistle, and the same is no doubt the case with St. Peter. If we
consider the use which our author makes of Isa. liii. we may even
find here an allusion also to Isa. lii. 15, where Aquila and Theodo-
tion have "sprinkle many nations" (pavrui). See Cheyne*s note
on this passage.

The obedient are " sprinkled with the Blood of Jesus Christ."

If we are to lay stress upon the order of words, " sprinkling " cannot
here mean Forgiveness or Reconciliation, which is the effect of the

Blood in Rom. v. 8-10. Here the "sprinkling," following obedi-

ence, seems to impart the spirit of readiness, not so much to do
God's will as to suffer for Christ's sake. This is the highest stage

in the progress of the Christian life on earth.

Throughout this Epistle the writer dwells so constantly upon the

sacrifice of the Cross that the Blood of Christ can mean nothing
else than His Death and Passion. Bishop Westcott will not allow

this (T/ie Gospel of Creation : Additional notes on i John i. 7 and
on Heb. ix. 12). "The Blood {Hebrews^ p. 294) represents the

energy of the physical earthly life as it is. . . . The Blood poured
out is the energy of present human life made available for others."

Death (p. 298) "was the condition under the actual circumstances

of falbn man, whereby alone the life of the Son of Man could be
made available for the race . . . Thus Blood and Death correspond
generally with the two sides of Christ's work, the fulfilment of the

destiny of man as created, and the fulfilment of this destiny though
man has fallen. The first would have been necessary even though
sin had not interrupted the due course of man's progress and
relation to God."

The question whether the Incarnation was contingent or neces-

sary was first expressly raised in the twelfth century by Ruprecht of

Deutz (see R. L. Ottley, Incarnation^ ii. p. 202 ; Dorner, ii. i. 322,

366), but it does not arise here. Nor will any Christian deny that

Christ gives Life, or that the Life is intimately connected with His
human and divine personality. The points which ^r^sQ f^om the
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text of I Peter are: (i) what is the meaning of the words "the
Blood of Jesus Christ"; and (2) whether the apostle finds any
distinct value in the Passion, considered as Death and not as Life.

(i) Much importance has of late been attached to Gen. ix. 4, 5,

Deut. xii. 23, where the blood is regarded as the seat or ground of

animal life in man or in the brutes, and on that account might not

be drunk. The reason of this prohibition may have been that the

nature of the brute was supposed to pass into him who drank its

blood, or rather that blood was the favourite beverage of demons
and false gods (Ps. xvi. 4, see Dr. Cheyne's note ; the " hard gods **

of the Greeks were blood-drinkers, Aesch. Choeph, 577, 'Eptvus

. . . aKpaTov alfia irtcTai). Demons and ghosts were supposed to

derive physical vigour from the blood which they lapped (Horn. Od,
xi. 36, 9S» 152, isO-

Whether in ancient Hebrew belief the blood-soul possessed

moral and intellectual as well as merely physical faculties, it would
be hard to say. The prohibition of the drinking of blood seems to

imply a purely physical conception. But it comes from a time

when the immortality of the soul was not clearly believed, and
psychology did not exist. Dr. Liddon remarks (Epistle to the

Romans, p. 76) that in Scripture, though blood and soul are com-
bined, blood and spirit never are. Indeed, the blood-soul is hardly

compatible with the image and likeness of God (Gen. i. 26), or with

the breath of God which makes the soul live (Gen. ii. 7). In early

Greek psychology Empedocles invested the Homeric blood-soul

with the power of thought {aXfJux yap avOpwTrois irepiKapZiov lam
vorjfmy in Stob. EcL Phys. i. 1026 ; see Ritter and Preller, § 177);
but this fancy, though it was not forgotten (Arist. dc Anima, 2

;

Bekker, p. 405^ ; Cic. Tusc. Quaest, i. 9. 19 ; Virg. Georg, ii. 484), did

not find favour with philosophers or with religious men. Strangely

enough it was adopted by the materialist Tertullian {de Aninta, 15 ;

see Oehler's note). But it was not seriously taken by the heathen

world, nor is it of any moment except for the archaeology of the

Bible. By the Rabbis the blood-soul, the Nephesh, was dis-

tinguished from Ruach and Neshamah as o-apj, ^xhi '^^^fm
.are distinguished by Philo (see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des HeilSy ii.

58 sqq. ; and Siegfried, Philo, p. 240).

The Blood then appears to signify the Life only, or mainly, in a
peculiar and limited sense. But the common phrase the blood of

Abel, of Naboth, of the saints, unquestionably denotes the death of

the persons indicated.

In the New Testament, if we take Apoc. v. 9, i(rtf>ayr)^ koX

riyopaaai tw ©eoJ kv tw at/xart crov : Acts XX. 28, rrjv iKKXr](riav rov

Kvptbv (©€0v) ^v iripuTTOvqaraTO hia rov aifxaros rov ISlov : Col. i. 20,

elprjvOTroirja-as 8ta rov alfiaro^ rov aravpov avrov : or Rom. V. 8—ID,
where Xpioros iireOavev answers to SiKanoOrjyai iv TO) aifiari avrov, Of



CHAP. I. VERS. I, 2 95

KaraWay^vai 8ta tov Oavdrov avrov, while ^ ^uirj avrov corresponds ta
a-(i}OrjvaL airb rrjs opyrjs, it seems evident that where Ransom, Pur-

chase, or Reconcihation afe in question, the Blood of Christ means
His Passion. In other connexions than that of the Atonement
there can be no doubt that at/xa means death and not life. See
Matt, xxvii. 24, 25; Acts v. 28 (where the Blood of Christ is

spoken of by Pilate or the Jews) ; Matt xxiii. 35 ; Luke xi. 51 ;

Acts xviii. 6, xx. 26 ; Apoc. vi. 10.

As regards the Eucharist, Christ's Blood is called the Blood of

the New Covenant, Luke xxiL 20; i Cor. xi. 25, 26; and here

again the phrase is explained of the Death by St. Paul and in

Heb. ix. 1 6, 17.

One aspect of the Eucharist is that of a feast upon a Sacrifice

(John vi., probably; i Cor. v. 7, x. 20, 21 ; Heb. xiii. 10). Here
Christ becomes our Food, filling us with new life, and for this

purpose commands us to do what the old worshippers were forbidden

to do. Here not the Blood alone, but the Body and the Blood, are

a symbol of life, in so far as they are a symbol of the Incarnation.

Yet the two are separate as in Death ; the remembrance of a Death,

and of a particular kind of violent Death, is forced upon us as of

primary significance. The Death is more than an accident of

Christ's Humanity ; it makes the Christian life, let us not say

available, but possible.

(2) The material cause of Atonement under the law was the

blood-soul : Lev. xvii. 11, " For the life of the soul is in the blood;
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for

your soul ; for it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of

the soul." The blood-soul of the victim was destroyed in sacrifice.

What made atonement for the worshipper was not the abiding life,

but the innocent death and unmerited suffering of the victim. That
the Blood of Christ was united to a perfect human and divine con-

sciousness seems to make no difference as regards this particular

point, though the fact vastly enhances the efficacy of the Cross in

other respects. We can hardly understand i Peter without attri-

buting to the author the belief that suffering is distinct from
obedience, and that innocent, cheerful suffering has in itself a
power for good, for ourselves and for others. In other words, that

it is an expiation, and moves the mind both of God and of man.
But this will appear more clearly as we come to the passages in

question.

These three clauses are expanded in the following verses

(7rpoyvo)(rts, 3-12 ; dytacrftog, 13-17 ; and the alfia Xpi<rTOv, inter-

woven with ayiac/Aos and v7raKo>j, 18-25). Indeed, the whole
Epistle is a commentary upon them. It is exceedingly difficult to
see any foundation for Dr. Harnack's suspicion that the Address is

a later addition to the Epistle.
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X<lpis. See i. lo, 13, ii. 19, iii. 7, iv. 10, and Introduction, p. 39.
€ipT]nr|. For the use of this word in the address of a letter, see

2 Esdr. iv. 17, koI dTrearetXev o fSaanXevg tt/oos 'Peovft . . . elp-^vrjv.

,
In the addresses of the letter of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, Dan.
iii. 31, vi. 25, we have elpi^vr) ifuv irX-qOwOiiyj. The same verb is

added in 2 Peter and Jude ; in Clem. Rom. i. ; Polycarp, i ; Mart,
Polyc, I ; Const. Apost. i. i. The expression is borrowed from
Daniel, but i Peter is probably the original of all the other uses.

3. €u\oyt)t6s. The blessing of God immediately after the

address appears to have been a regular formula in Jewish letters

;

see Introduction, p. 16. There is therefore no sufficient reason for

supposing that St Peter is here imitating 2 Cor. or Eph. Dr.

Hort notices that " thanksgiving (euxapto-Tw, in 2 Tim. \o.piv ex^)
stands for blessing in the corresponding place of St. Paul's other

Epistles, except Gal., i Tim., Titus." Similar blessings are found
in the Old Testament, especially in the Psalms (Gen. ix. 26 ; Dan.
iii. 28 ; Ps. Ixvii. (Ixviii.) 20 ; cf. Luke i. 68). They are of essen-

tially Hebraistic type ; instances of their use in the temple worship

are given in Lightfoot's Horae Hebraicae on Matt. vi. 13, and they

are very common in Jewish prayer-books (see F. H. Chase, The
Lord's Prayer in the Early Church). The form is rare in the

liturgical portions of early Christian literature ; but see the Liturgies

of Clement, St. James, and St Chrysostom (Brightman, Liturgies

Eastern and Western, pp. 19, 32, 341). Dr. Hort observes that

in the LXX. cvXoyiyTos is nearly always used of God, €vXoyr)ii€vo%

nearly always of men, adding that the distinction exists only in

the Greek Version, the same Hebrew word being found in all

cases. EvA-oyT/Tos means rather " worthy of blessing " than blessed,

benedicendus rather than benedidus ; but the distinction is late and
artificial, and has not been preserved in Latin or in any modern
Western language. Indeed, what the Septuagint translators wanted
to bring out, the difference between the natural excellence of God
and the derived excellence of man, is hardly capable of expression

in a single word. God is always blessed, because He is perfect,

and all creation praises Him ; if man were dumb, the stones would
cry out. Man is only conditionally blessed, by God or by his

fellow-men. But, as blessing is an act and as such contingent, we
may raise the question whether blessedness is an attribute or an
accident of the divine perfection, and upon this depends the

further question whether we are here to supply cotiV or tit],

4 eeSs Kai ira-nip. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ See 2 Cor. i. 3, xi. 31; Eph. i. 3 ; Rom. xv. 6. For the

phrase God of Jesus, cf. Matt xxvii. 46 ; John xx. 17; Eph. i, 1 7

;

Heb. L 9; Apoc. i. 6, iii. 2, 12. It will be observed that the

phrase is found in the same Gospel in which we read " the Word
was God." It may be explained by reference to ** the days of His
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flesh," Heb. v. 7 (where the writer is thinking of our Lord's prayer to

the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane ; see Westcott's note there),

but St. Peter does not feel it necessary to give any explanation.

ToG Kupiou r\iiC)v is a translation of the Aramaic Maran (i Cor.

xvi. 22) or Marana. The title is one of great interest and import-

ance, but its history involves much difficulty. The Kvpie by which
the disciples addressed Christ in His lifetime appears generally to

stand for Rabbi or Rabboni (the Ribbon of the Targums) ; these

words actually occur in Matt, xxiii. 8, xxvi. 25, 49; Mark x. 51 ;

John XX. 16. Rabbi ( = my great one) does not mean teacher,

though, as an expression of extraordinary respect, it was given to

teachers of great eminence ; but the evangelists use StSao-KoAos as

its equivalent (Luke six times renders it by cViorTaTrys, Matthew
once by Ka6r]yr]TT^<s, xxiii. 10). By what title the disciples generally

spoke of Christ to other people, or to one another, is less clear ; but
if we compare Matt. xxi. 3, 6 Kvpto? avrwv XP^"*^ ^X^h with Matt.

xxvi. 18, 6 SiSao-zcaAos A-cyei, this also may have been Rabbi.
Dalman, however, thinks that Maran was used in these cases. Of
the evangelists, Matthew never calls Jesus 6 Kvptos; Mark never,

except in the disputed last verses, xvi. 19, 20; Luke eleven times

(see Plummer, p. xxxi, and on v. 17); John five times, iv. i, vL 23,

xi. 2, XX. 20, xxi. 12.

Maran could hardly have come into general use after the Resur-

rection, unless it had been employed on occasion before that date

;

and in the Gospels we can distinguish several groups of instances

where it is more likely to be the word represented by Kvptos than
Rabbi. The first is to be found in what we may call the Hymns
of the Nativity in St. Luke's Gospel, i. 43, ^ M^VP ^oi^ Kvptbv fwv :

ii. II, (Toyrrjp 6<s Icrri 'K.pLcrTo^i Kvptos. The second is connected with

the mission of John the Baptist: Matt xi. 10; Mark i. 2; Luke
vii. 27, we read *l8ou, cyw aTrooTcAXo) rov ayyeXov fiov irpo TrpoaoiTrov

(Tov (Mai. iii. i has irpo Trpocrwirou fiov). The Lord, therefore, before

whose face John the Baptist was sent, is identified with Christ, cf.

Luke i. 76 ; and probably the words of Isaiah, "Prepare ye the

way of the Lord," Matt. iii. 3 ; Mark i. 3 ; Luke iii. 4 ; John i. 23,

are understood by the evangelists in the same sense. A third meets
us in the accounts of the miracles in St. Matthew, Kvpie, vlk Aa^tS,

XV. 22, XX. 30; or in Luke v. 12, Kvpie, iav OiX-ps, Svvaa-ai fie

KaOapL(rai I V, 8, e^eXOe oltt i/xovj otl avrjp dfiaprtaXos elpn^ Kvpic
(this passage in which "Lord" is contrasted with "sinner" is

particularly noticeable); again, in Mark vii. 28, where it may be
observed that the vocative Kvpte does not occur elsewhere in Mark's
Gospel, except as a variant in ix. 24, in the account of another
miracle. A fourth is found in the parables of Judgment, Matt,
xxiv. 42, xxv. II, 37; in the last passage He who is addressed as
Kvpu, had just been described as ySao-tXevs. A fifth, again, after tho

7
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Resurrection, Matt, xxviii. 6, tSerc rov tottov ottov ckcito 6 Kvptos

(words of the angels) : Luke xxiv. 3, to a-w/xa tov KvpLov *l7]crov : 34,
ovTCD? rjyipO-q 6 J^vpios I John XX. 28, 6 Kv/atos fiov kol 6 0eos fiov

:

XXL 7, 12.

Mari (my Lord) or Maran (our Lord) is a title of high dignity.

It is applied in Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar and to God. In the

Syriac versions of the Old Testament it represents the Hebrew
Adon or Adonai, and is used of Abraham, of the king, or of God.
In the Syriac of the New Testament it is used of Pontius Pilate,

Matt xxvii. 63, and of Christ wherever Kvpio^ occurs in the Greek.

Immediately after the Resurrection it appears to have been in

general use among those Christians who spoke Aramaic ; and there

is little doubt that the title was addressed to, and accepted by,

Christ in His lifetime. Dalman says that after the Resurrection

Christ declined the Rabboni of Mary and approved the 6 Kvpios

#cat 6 0€os of Thomas ; and this was probably the sentiment of the

Church. Maran has a considerable range of meaning. If we
suppose it to have been the word actually employed in the third

and fourth groups, it is connected with deep moral awe, super-

natural power, and the quality of Judge ; the last meaning attaches

to it also in i Cor. xvi. 22. That it was so employed is rendered

probable by the fact that in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. vii.

21, 22) Christ not only accepts the title Kt;pto9, but connects it

with the power of the Name, in particular with prophecy and with

the casting out of evil spirits. Compare Matt. x. 24 sqq.
; John

xiii. 13, where also He accepts the title, and distinguishes it from
SiSao-KoXos or Rabbi. In the first and second groups it comes very

near to Jehovah. The Hymns of the Nativity appear to be taken

from a Hebrew document which is probably the oldest source of

St. Luke*s Gospel. St. Luke regarded them as contemporaneous
and authentic. Professor Blass {Philology of the Gospels^ p. 57)
thinks that the Gospel was written before the spring of 59 ; and it

may be surmised that these Hymns were in existence before the

Crucifixion, for they still speak of Messiah as a conquering Prince

(Luke i. 71, 74). At any rate, the identification of Christ with the

Lord before whose face John Baptist was sent, appears to have been
made by Jews, and, probably, by Jews of Jerusalem.

From the Gospels we may infer that Maran was often used even
before the Resurrection, that it was sanctioned by Christ Himself,

that it carried with it certain superhuman associations, and that it

was connected with the power of "the Name." It would bear

different senses to different persons at different times, and its full

force is not reached before John xx. 28. In Acts "the name of

the Lord," "the name of Jesus," "Lord," "the Lord," are hardly

distinguishable ; and here we are still among Hebrew Jews, so that

heathen usages can have had little or no influence. The same thing
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is true of the Epistles of the Hebrew St. Paul, who goes so far as

to say that there is "one Lord" (i Cor. viii. 6; Eph. iv. 5). We
are not to suppose that the apostles identified Christ with Jehovah

;

there were passages which made this imposiible, for instance, Ps.

ex. I ; Mai. iii. i, and, in later writers, Gen. xix. 24. It was God
who gave Jesus "the Name which is above every name" (Phil.

ii, 9), who " made " (not " hath made," as R.V.) Jesus Lord (Acts

ii. 36). In both places the human appellation "Jesus" is used of

Him who was thus exalted. But passages which belong to Jehovah
are frequently interpreted of Christ. "The Father" always and
" God " generally retain a distinct meaning, but " Lord " has practi-

cally ceased to do so. The early Church, in fact, interpreted strictly

the words of Christ. The Son reveals the Father, and to Him
belongs all Revelation, whether of the New Testament or of the

Old. It is easy to see how Sabellianism arose out of the New
Testament, though the present passage, among many others, forbids

that mode of interpretation. See for this subject Dalman's Die
Wortejesu.

eXeos. The God and Father, in accordance with His abounding
mercy, begat us anew, regenerated us, became for a second time our

God and Father. In St. Paul's eyes also the admission of the

Gentiles (Rom. xi. 30-32, xv. 9), and of Jews and Gentiles alike

(Eph. ii. 4, 5), into the Church is due to the rich mercy of God.
But there is a difference to be observed. In the Pauline passages

God has mercy upon the infirmity of the human will, which cannot
satisfy the law of works. Hence He provides a better way, the

gospel of free grace. St. Peter's meaning is that God has compas-
sion on our misery. Hence He gives us a gospel, which tells us

that suffering is the road to glory. The mercy is the simple human
sympathy of Christ, who would not send the multitude away fasting,

because He had compassion on them (Matt. xv. 32).

dmyei'i/Tjo-as. The verb occurs as a doubtful variant in Sirach,

prol. 20, dvaycvvjy^ets Kar* PslyvTrrov (A B have TrapayevrjOels els),

'Avayivv7}(rLs is found in Philo, de incorr. mundi^ 3 (ii. 490), of the

rebirth of the physical world. Later the term renatus is used of

those who have received the baptism of blood in the Taurobolium
(Hort refers to Orelli-Henzen, 2352, 6041), or have been initiated

in the mysteries of Isis, Apuleius, Mefa??i. xi. 26. It was probably

borrowed by the New Paganism from Christianity. In John iii. 3
many ancient authorities take avwOiv to mean "again," and Dr.

Westcott thinks this the correct translation. Irenaeus, referring to

John iii. 5, uses avayevvrjOrj for yevvrjOrj (Stieren, i. p. 846), possibly

only by a slip of memory ; but the Old Latin and Vulgate have
renatus fuerit. See Tischendorf's note. There is no good reason for

thinking that avayew-qOfj was found in any Greek MSS. of John.
In later times dvayeuvSiv is commonly used of baptism (Justin, Apo/,
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i. 51 ; Clem. Horn. xi. 26 ; see Suicer, s.v. 'Avayevvrja-is:), and we need
not doubt that the word is taken from i Peter. But it was suggested

to St. Peter by the saying of our Lord recorded by St. John, and
goes to show that dviDOev really does mean " again," and not " from
above.'*

CIS eXiriSa ^worav. The first result of the new birth and the first

characteristic of the new pilgrim life is Hope (the anchor of the soul,

Heb. vi. 9). Hope is living (cf. i. 23, ii. 4, 5), not merely because

it is active (^wi/ yap 6 Xoyos rov ©€ov KoX cvepy7^9, Heb. iv. 12), nor

merely because it is a hope of life, but because it is divine and
eternal, given through the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and
bound up with His eternal life. Cf. John iv. 10, vi. 51 ; Acts vii.

38; Apoc. vii. 17, and the fine lines of Sophocles, Anf. 456 sq., ov

yap TL vvv ye Ka^^^e?, dAA.* det ttotc ^rj ravra KOvSels oTScv ii otov *cf)dvrj.

4. €ts KXtjpoi'Ofji.iaj'. The pilgrim's hope is further defined by its

object, the inheritance, or rather the paternal estate, the pafrt-

monium^ not the hereditas. Dr. Hort notes that the Hebrew words

chiefly represented by KKrqpovopia in the Old Testament denote, not

hereditary succession, but " sanctioned and settled possession," and
is inclined to doubt whether any idea of futurity is implied in St.

Peter's phrase. Even in Greek K\t]povopia. means a property already

received as well as one that is expected. But in the present passage

the Kkr]povo\da. is kept for the believer, not on earth, but in heaven,

and is another name for that salvation which is ready to be revealed.

The patrimony, the kingdom, may be spoken of in different

ways. In part it is already present, in fulness it is yet to come.
To some the present joy seems far more than to others, as to St.

Paul (Col. i. 13; 2 Cor. iii. 18), or to St. John (iii. 36) ; but even

the most enthusiastic spirits feel at times as a heavy burden the

imperfection of the present, and in St. Peter this is the dominant
key. We must therefore hold firmly to the future sense here. The
pilgrim, stranger, sojourner, sees in hope the Promised Land, but

sees it afar off, and his prayer is " Thy Kingdom come."

The patrimony is d^^apros, d/Atavro?, afidpavros. "hf^Oapro^

means incorruptible, immaterial, spiritual, eternaL *A/Atavros (in

Hebrews, James, Wisdom, 2 Mace), incapable of pollution. Cf.

Apoc. xxi. 27 for the sense; for the word. Lev. xviii. 27, ifiidvOrj y
yrj—the land was defiled by the abominations of the Canaanites.

*AixdpavTo<s (in Wisd. vi. 12; here only in New Testament), of a

flower that never fades. Dr. Hort thinks that ai<f>6apTo^ means
" never ravaged by a foe," but gives no instance of this use of the

word.
T€TT]pT](ji^nf]K. "Which hath been (and is) kept in heaven for

you" (cts v/aS? = v/xLv: cf. Luke xv. 22, inroSi^fxaTa €ts Toiis xoSas).

Those who regard the KXrjpovo/xLa as present in fruition (as Dr. Hort
and von Soden) must translate "until you"— kept until your
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appearance but now bestowed. But this sense appears to be

foreign to our passage, and " until you," for *' until your days," is

a very singular, if not impossible use of the preposition. OvpavoLSj

" In heaven "
: the plural has no more significance here than in the

Lord's Prayer, Matt. vi. 9. There may be a reminiscence here of

the Book of Enoch xlviii. 7, "And the wisdom of the Lord of

spirits hath revealed him to the holy and righteous, for he pre-

serveth the lot of the righteous "
: Iviii. 5,

" And after that it will be

said to the holy that they should seek in heaven the secrets of right-

eousness, the heritage of faith " (see notes in Mr. Charles' edition).

5. ToOs Iv huvd[i.€i ©eoO <t>poupou(xeVous 8toL ttio-tcws. " Who in (or

by) the power of God are guarded by faith." ^povpeiv means " to

keep a city safe with a garrison." Here faith is the garrison which

keeps the soul (or the Church) safe till its Lord comes and raises

the siege. Cf. Phil. iv. 7, where the heart is guarded or garrisoned

by " the peace of God."

On St. Peter's conception of faith, and its difference from that of

St. Paul, see Introduction, § 6. There is no word as to which it is

more important not to read the thought of the one apostle into the

language of the other. Faith here, as in Heb. xi., is the power by

which we grasp the unseen realities, the conviction that God is,

that He is a Rewarder, and that His reward far exceeds the troubles

of this life. It is " firm trust in God in spite of suffering : the

salvation of his soul the Christian will receive only as tcAos Trj<s

TTto-Tccus" (Kiihl, von Soden). It produces "endurance to the

end," unshaken by offences, false prophets, or lawlessness, Matt.

xxiv. 10-13; by it we resist the devil, and the iraOi^fiaTa which he

brings against us (i Pet. v. 9). There are several points of import-

ance. In St. Peter's mind faith is not the faith of Abraham only,

but of Moses ; it does not justify or save, but is the condition of

righteousness and salvation (see especially iv. 17-19); it is not so

intimately connected, as by St. Paul, with love and knowledge,

carrying with it only the germ of both, and hence it lends itself

more easily to the notions of authority and discipline. Its object

IS God, but God is seen without rather than felt within. This has

been called an attenuation {Entleerung) of faith ; and certainly it

differs widely from the Pauline idea, leading to a different practical

shaping of the Christian society, as was seen, though not qui'e

distinctly, by Clement of Alexandria and Origen. But when it is

called an attenuation, it is implied that it is not an evangelical view

of faith ; and this is highly questionable. It will be observed that

much of the element of futurity attaches to faith itself; it is largely

faith in the distant and as yet unknown; hence it is intimately

related, as in Hebrews, to hope.

awTTipiaK. Salvation or rather Deliverance, another aspect of

that patrimony which is the object of Hope; in Heb. i. 14 we read
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Tov^ fiiXXovra^ KXrjpovo^iiv aoiTTjplav. Salvation itself is here re-

garded as future, and this is the general sense {a-ioT-qpia is not used
by St. John except iv. 2 2 and in Apoc). In the Gospels o-w^etv means
to deliver (a) from danger, Matt. viii. 25 ; John xii. 27 ;

{b) from
disease. Matt. ix. 21; John xi. 12; {c) from the condemnation of

God, Matt. X. 22, xxiv. 13; {d) from the disease or danger of sin,

Matt. i. 2 1 ; and one or other of these senses attaches to the verb

wherever it recurs. In the present passage it is used of the great

final deliverance, not from the wrath of God (Rom. v. 9 ; cf. also

I Pet. iv. 18), but from the siege of Satan, from persecution and
sorrow.

The Deliverance is ready to be revealed in the day when Jesus
Christ Himself will be revealed (i. 7, 13). The epithet "ready"
introduces a consoling thought, reminding them how short a time

these sufferings will endure (the End is not far off, iv. 7), and that

the Deliverer stands waiting for them.

iv Katpw €(rx<iTa). " In the last time." The exact phrase Katpos

€(rxaTos is not elsewhere found. In St. John's Gospel we find ev t^

ea-xo-rr] rj/jiipa. (vi. 39, and in five other places): in Acts, iv rats co-xarats

rjfxepaLs (ii. 17, from Joel iii. i): in Jas. v. 3 and 2 Tim. iii. i, cv r^fMipaLs

co-xarats (from Joel, or, as Dr. Hort thinks, from Prov. xxix. 44) : in

Heb. i. 2, €7r* €a-)(a.rov Ttuv rjixcpuiv : in 2 Pet. iii. 3, Iv ia-xdroiv to>v rjfiepoiv :

in Jude 18, iir iaxarov xpovov: in i John ii. 18, ia-xo-Tri wpa. The
Last Day is the Day of Judgment ; the Last Days, Time, Hour are

either the age of the Christian dispensation or that portion of it

which lies nearest to the End, when the signs of the Parousia are

beginning to show themselves. Either the first or the last of these

meanings must be that of St. Peter. He may mean " in the last

time," that is to say, in the Day of the Parousia. Kaipo^ means
not " time " but " t/ie time," the fit or appointed time or season for

some particular thing, whether it be a period or a moment It

might be used quite correctly of the Day of Judgment, and this is

not an impossible explanation here. Many commentators, however,

regard the phrase as meaning "in the last days," in the time of

darkness and suffering. The Parousia puts an end to the suffering,

but, coming suddenly, may be said to come in the midst of it alL

Upon the whole this appears to be the best explanation. Dr. Hort
translates " in a season of extremity," 6 co-xaros Kaipos being used

in Polybius and Plutarch for "the direst peril." But in all the

analogous New Testament phrases co-xaros means simply "last in

order of time," and the absence of the article cannot be pressed.

e. iy w dYaXXiaffOc . . . Treipaafiois. " In which ye exult, though

just now for a little while ye were grieved, if need were, by manifold

trials." *Ev must here be temporal, as in iv. 13 below; cf. Ps. cxvii.

(cxviii.) 24. *AyaA.Ataor^ai ev in the sense of to exult at or over is

not found in the New Testament (in John v. 35, ayaWiaxrOTJvai iy
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Tw (jxjyrij the preposition has its local sense " in the light," and the

same observation applies to the reading of D in Luke x. 21 and to

iv. 13 below), though it must be admitted that x'^^P^'-^ ^^ is some-
times used for "to rejoice at," Luke x. 20; Phil. i. 18 ; Col. i. 24 ;

see Blass, p. 118. The antecedent is best found in fcaipw corxaro).

" In the last days " the brethren exult because their sufferings are

so nearly at an end, and deliverance and glory are so near. Com-
pare Luke xxi. 28, apxpiiivoiv 8e TovTcov ytVeo-^at (when the troubles

that precede the end show themselves) avaKv\l/aT€ koX cTraparc tck:

Kf.(j>a\.a<i v/Atov* Siort iyyi^ei rj aTro\vTpoi(TLS v^vi Matt. V. II, 12, /xaKapiot

€(rT€j orav 6vei8to-oj(rtv v/xas kol Stw^oxrtv . . . ;^aipeT€ kol dyaAAtacr^c*

ort 6 iJiL(T$6<s v/xu)v TToXv? €v Tots ovpavoL<5. These latter words may
have been in St. Peter's mind, if we consider how immediately the
phrase Terrjprjfjievrjv iv ovpavoh has preceded, and look also at iii. 13,
ct KOL 7rdcr\oLT€ Slo, SiKaLoorvvrjv /xa/cdptot. There is no real contradic-

tion between this verse and iii. 13, xatp^rc, tva kol iv ry airoKaXvxJ/ii

T7J<i S6$7j<; avTov -xP^priTi dyaAAtw/xcvot. 'AyaAAiao-t? belongs to the

Revelation of glory, but living hope makes it present even in the
midst of suffering. The aorist Aviny^eVrts is to be taken, not of the
pain, but of the mental distress caused by persecution. The pain
still endures, but the grief, the perplexity, the sense of abandonment
are gone for those who understand what these TraOrjfjLara mean.
Kiihl and von Soden take ev w as neuter, and find the antecedent in

the contents of the preceding clause, " in which assurance ye do
rejoice." Dr. Hort makes the relative masculine, and refers it to

©eos or 'lr)crov<5 XpwTTos. In either case we must give iv a sense
which it can hardly bear.

€t hiov. " If need was "
; if it was God's will. This is probably

the right reading (so k B, c"*'', Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 20. 129) :

€t Se'ov co-Tt has good authority (A C K L P, Origen), but is very
difficult grammatically; we should certainly have expected et hiav

i<Tr\ XvTrovfxevoL,

iv TToiKiXois ireipao-fiots. " In manifold trials," in different kinds
of trial. This sense of ttolklXos is found in the New Testament, in

Maccabees, and in Aelian
( V. H. 98), but is almost unknown in

classical Greek (Hort). ncipao-z^os here means not the inner
ivrestling with evil inclination, but undeserved suffering from with-

out. This is the general sense of the word in the Old Testament
and even in the New. See Hatch, Essays in Biblical Greeks p.

7 1 sqq. What we mean by " temptation," as distinct from " trial,"

is in the language of St. Paul expressed by d/iaprta or iiciQv^Lix^

in that of St. Peter by the latter word alone.

7. Xva. introduces the divine purpose of Avth/^cVtc?.

TO SoKifAioi'. The substantive Sokl/xiov or So/cip,€tov means "a
tost," that is to say, a thing used for testing ; and in Jas. i. 3
manifold trials are perhaps called the test or touchstone of faith

j
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but the meaning may be "the testing" of your faith worketh
patience. In Prov. xxvii. 21, SoKLfiLov apyvpCio koL xP""^^ Tvp<»><^ts>

the word seems to mean " testing " rather than " test," for 7n;pw<ns

denotes a method, not a thing. But in Ps. xi. (xii.) 6, ra Xoyia

KvpLov Aoyia dyva, apyvpiov TreirvptofjiivoVy SoKLfxtov rfj y^, KeKaOapiafiivov

€7rTair\a<TL(j)St the word is evidently an adjective. St. Peter was
probably thinking of one or the other or both of these passages

(see TTvptDo-Ls below, iv. 12). "Test" is here a quite impossible

rendering ; the means by which faith is tested is suffering, and
suffering cannot be called more precious than gold, nor is it

" found " in the Last Day. " The testing of your faith," for the

same reasons, is hardly, if at all, less impossible. We are driven,

therefore, to take SoKtfiiov here as adjectival, and to translate
" the tested residue of your faith," that faith which remains when
all impure alloy has been burnt away. There is a variant 8oki/aov

found in a few cursives, which Dr. Hort is inclined to accept as the

right reading. Otherwise, the passage above quoted from Psalms
may justify us in regarding SoKt/xto? as a vulgar by-form of 8oKt/x,os.

If St. Peter's expression here was suggested by a passage, or by
a combination of two passages from the Old Testament, it becomes
probable that the phrase of St James is borrowed from that found
in our Epistle.

Xpuffiou. "Than gold that perisheth, yet is always tested,

refined, by fire." What we might have expected is -xp^a-iov Sia

TTupos BeSoKifiacrfjifvov : but the writer has complicated his expression

by the sudden introduction of airoXXvfiivoVy implying a reason for

iroXvTijjLOTepov, or a contrast to the following evpedy. Faith is

eternal, gold is perishable and temporal. Faith is far more
precious than gold, yet even gold must be .refined by fire ; much
more your faith.

€upe0t]. " May be found," may endure when other things pass

away, and appear when they disappear. Compare the use of the

word in Phil. iii. 9; Heb. xi. 5, from Gen. v. 24, and possibly

2 Pet. iii. 10. It means much more than "may pnrfe to be," or
" may result in " ; it is not man, but God who " finds *

€is €iraivoy. The praise is, "Well done, thou gooi and faithful

servant," Matt. xxv. 21. Praise is spoken of as bestowed by God
upon man, 4 Mace xiii. 3 ; Rom. ii. 29 ; i Cor. iv. 5. The
phrase is quite as simple and natural in the mouth of St. Peter,

who speaks of good conduct as xapts Trapa ©cw (below, il 20), as it

is in the Gospel.

h6iav Kal Tiiir^v. Heb. i. 3 ; Ps. viii. 6, So^yy koI rtfiy iare-

^avoxras avrov. Glory and honour belong to God (Job xl. 5

;

I Tim. i. 17), but He bestows them on man (Rom. ii. 7, 10).

iy diroKa\u\|/€i 'lt]aoG Xpiorou. Cf i. 1 3, iv. 13 ; the phrase is

suggested by Luke xvii. 30, j 4fie/>^ 6 vtos rov avOpdInnv dvoKoXun^
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Tcrai, and is used also by St. Paul, i Cor. i. 7 ; 2 Thess. 1. 7. In all

these passages it denotes the revelation of Christ in His majesty

as Judge and Rewarder. Here it appears to repeat and define the

idea involved in the words cis auiTTjptav IroLixrjv airoKaXv(^6^vai iv

8. ov ouK l8o»'T€s . . . SeSo^aafji^nr). " Whom, though ye never

saw Him, ye love; in whom believing, though now ye see Him
not, ye rejoice with joy unutterable and glorified." A K L P, Clem.
Alex, and some other Fathers with the Coptic version have ovk

tiSoT€?, "though ye never knew Him"; for this use of oI8a cf.

Matt. XXV. 12, xxii. 57. Ets ov belongs in construction to ttio-tcv-

0Kre9 only, so that opoivTcs is left without an object. A similar

irregularity is found in ii. 12; see note there. M77 is used with

opwvTcs, though, according to classical usage, ov would be required.

Attempts have been made to distinguish the negatives in this

passage. In modern Greek 0^1 ( = ovxC) with participle is adversa-

tive, while yirj is causal (Geldart, Guide to Modern Greeks p. 73).

Hence Mr. W. H. Simcox would translate here "though ye have
not seen," " because ye do not see " {Language of the New Testa-

ment^ p. 187). But the participles here are both adversative. The
nice classical rules for the use of ov and /u.1} were not understood
even by Lucian, and in the vulgar Greek of the New Testament the

use of ov with the participle has almost disappeared. There are but

about thirteen instances of it altogether, and if we take the Gospel
of St. Matthew, />tij with the participle occurs sixteen times, ov not

once; in St. Luke, ov once. See Blass, p. 253. For the contrast

of faith and sight, cf. John xx. 29 ; 2 Cor. v. 7 ; Heb. xi. i.

The whole passage (6-9) has caused much trouble, because from
the whole tone of the Epistle it seems strange that St. Peter should

tell his readers that they actually do "exult" in the midst of all

their sufferings. Such language appears to contradict the very

object with which he wrote. That this difficulty is not merely
fanciful, is shown by the number and character of the commentators
who have felt it. Yet others have not felt it ; for instance, Leighton,

who says, " Even in the midst of heaviness itself, such is this joy

that it can maintain itself in the midst of sorrow ; this oil of glad-

ness still swims above, and cannot be drowned by all the floods of

affliction, yea, it is often most sweet in the greatest distress." We
can understand a pastor exhorting his flock to stand fast in trouble,

and at the same time reminding them that they have a wellspring

of joy and even of exultation in their living hope. The alternative

to the explanation given above seems to be to take h KcuptZ ia-xa-rio

of the Last Day and make the first ayaXXiacrOe imperative. But
the second dyaXXiaa-Oe must be indicative (for dyaTrarc certainly is

so), and thus we should only stave off the difficulty for a moment.
Theophylact, Oecumenius, Erasmus, Luther, and others, including
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Alford, take ayaXXtao-^c as present indicative, but regard it as bear-

ing a future sense in both places ; but this is harsh, even if possible,

and again dyaTrare stands in the way. The text of the passage is not

free from doubt. In ver. 6 there is some evidence for dyaXXiao-co-^c,

XvTrqOrjvaL (see Tischendorf), and in ver. 8 dyaXAiarc has good
authority. Polycarp, /%//. i, quotes ver. 8 in an abbreviated form,

CIS ov ovK lo6vT€^ vicrT€veT€ X^-P^" oveKXaXi^Tia kol ScSo^acr/xeKry.

Irenaeus, iv. 9. 2, v. 7. 2, has ^uem quum non uideritis diligitis ; in

quern nunc quoque non uidentes creditis^ credentes autem exsultabitis

gaudio inenarrabili (ov ovk iSorres dyaTrare, cis ov dprt /x-^ opcovrcs,

7rio-T€V€Tc, TTio-TcuovTcs §€ dyaXXido-eo-^c). The same reading is found
in the old Latin version of Polycarp. Augustine, Pecc. Mer, i, has

quern ignorabatis ; in quern modo non uidentes creditis ; quern cum
uideritis exsultabitis (ov ovk cZSotcs, cts ov dprt p,^ 6pS)VT€<i TTLcmvere.'

ov iSdvrcs ayaWida-ea-Oi). Origen, the Vulgate, Peshito, and the

Armenian appear to have read dyaXXtdo-co-^c, and it would certainly

remove a difficulty if the future could be established.

di'fiKXaXi^Tw. " Unutterable." The word is found here only in

the Bible, but recurs in Ignatius, E/>/i. xix. 2, and in Polycarp in

his quotation of this passage. 'AXdX?;ros is used by St. Paul, Rom.
viii. 26. The Christian joy is unutterable because it is spiritual,

heavenly, passing all human speech and understanding, like the

peace of God (Phil. iv. 7) ; but also because it is so paradoxical

:

it is a joy in the midst of sorrow.

8eSo§aafi.^n[]. "Glorified." Glory in its fulness is bestowed when
suffering is over (ra iraOrjfxaTa Kox rds yiira ravra Sd^as) ; but even
here and now, in the midst of trials, the joy of the Christian sufferer

is irradiated by that glory which will be given in the Revelation.

The Spirit who rests upon him is the Spirit of glory (iv. 14) \ hence
he can glorify God by meek endurance (iv. 16), and teach others

also to glorify Him (ii. 12).

9. Kofit^oficcot. " Receiving the end of your faith, the deliver-

ance of your souls." The absence of the articles with o-wriypiav

«/a;xojv appears to have no significance. The participle " receiving
"

is to be taken as meaning "because ye receive." Deliverance is

the ground of the joy, as in Apoc v. 9 and elsewhere. Dr. Hort,

however, makes the participle co-ordinate with the verb—"ye
rejoice and also receive "—on the ground that " exultation in Jesus

Christ cannot be a mere joy about the saving of their own souls."

But this thought would hardly have occurred to St. Peter. The
deliverance delivers from all pain and sorrow, and is open to all.

Kiihl points out that KOfu^eaOai. is used in the New Testament of

receiving that which has been promised, that which men have

earned by their conduct (see references in Bruder). Deliverance

is the end of your faith (or of faith, or perhaps of tke faith ; B and
many Fathers omit ifuov). It is the great promise involved in the
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name of Jesus, the object of belief, the end of the life of pilgrimage,

the entry into the Promised Land. It is described as future (i. 5,

13, V. 4); but even in this life of trial there are "good days"
(iii. 10). Besides, the gospel is deliverance. Hence we are said

to receive now, in a foretaste, the reward which will be fully be-

stowed in the Revelation, "ifvx^ in St. Peter's usage denotes the

whole inner nature of man, as in Greek philosophy, in common
Greek parlance, in the Gospels and Acts, and is never opposed, as

it is by St. Paul, to 7n/cv/u,a or vovs. See Introduction, p. 40.

10. ircpl Tjs awTTiptas. St. Peter lingers upon the word a-oiTrjpia,

at each repetition finding something new to say about it. Here the

word is practically an equivalent for the gospel, which was revealed

to the prophets by the Spirit of Christ, and of which the main
substance is the sufferings of Christ and the glory for Himself and
others (8o^ai, plural), in which those sufferings result.

iUlr\Tr\(Tav Kal e^epaunrjaai^. The phrase is perhaps a reminis-

cence of I Mace. ix. 26. In the New Testament the form ipavvdia

is to be preferred to the classic ip€wd(o. See Blass, p. 21.

irpo<|)T]Tai. Again the omission of the article appears to be
insignificant ; the word is adequately defined by the following clause,

and it is quite needless to translate (with Kiihl and Hort) " even
prophets," so as to get the sense *' even men so highly favoured as

prophets saw these great things dimly and afar off" (see note on
ver. 17 below).

irepl TT]s els ufAcis xApnoq. " About the grace intended for you,

which should be given unto you," cf. ek vfm^ above, ver. 4. XdpLs

here is not "grace," but "a grace," a favour or gift of grace, and in

I Peter the word usually bears this meaning.

11. cpaui'wiTcs . . . S6|as. " Searching for what time or for what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ, which was in them, did declare

and testify beforehand the sufferings appointed for Christ, and the

glories that should follow them." The best construction for cStJXov

is found by taking it as governing to. TraOrjfjLara in conjunction with

•jTpofiaprvpofjLevov (so most of the German commentators and Hort).

A17A.0W €ts KaipoVf " to point to a season," appears to be quite unex-

ampled ; but this is the translation of the A.V., Alford, and many
others. Nevertheless, eU Kaipov has a certain connexion with

iSrjXov : the Spirit pointed out the sufferings for a particular time.

Kiihl and others regard cSiyXov as standing without any object ; but
it is difficult to see how the word is to be rendered here at all on
this supposition. Upofiaprvpofievov (the word is not attested else-

where till after St. Peter's time) ought to mean " calling to witness

beforehand" (see Dr. Hort's note). If this sense is to be kept
here, we must translate "the Spirit of Christ pointed out the

sufferings that should come upon Christ, calling God for a witness

of the truth.** But though fiaprvpofjLai may be used without an
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object ( = I protest, I appeal ; see references in Liddell and Scott),

there is always something in the context to show that an appeal

is made, and to whom it is made. And this is not the case

here. In Acts xx. 23, 24, BiafxapTvpeaOat means '*to bear clear

witness" (cf. Luke xvi. 28; Acts ii. 40, viii. 25, x. 42, xviii. 5 ; Heb.
ii. 6) ; indeed, this word constantly has the meaning of " to affirm

solemnly," "attest," though it is used with an indistinct reminis-

cence of its proper sense in i Tim. v. 21; 2 Tim. ii. 14, iv. i.

The Greek of the New Testament is not correct, even as correctness

was understood by Epictetus or Plutarch ; we have observed already

that it does not clearly retain the distinction between oi and /i-r/,

and it is not surprising that it should confuse fiafyrvp€a$ai with

fiaprvpiiv. See note on SoKLfXLov above.

The prophets knew what they prophesied ; they knew not, and
sought to understand, at what appointed date, or in what stage of

the world's history, in what kind of time (ttoiov Kaipov), the prophecy
would be fulfilled. Alford quotes Justiniani :

" non modo ^uod . . .

sed etiam ^ua/e . . . pacisne an belli tempore, seruitutis an liber-

tatis, quo denique reipublicae statu . . . Et quidem Dauid Orietur^

ait, in diebiis etus iustitia et abundantia pads (Ps. Ixxi. 7, Vulgate)

:

et in eandem sententiam Esaias conflabunt gladios suos in uomeres "

(ii. 4). Some not unnatural difficulty has been found in the words
i^e^rJTrjaaVf iirjpavvrjcrav, cpawwvrcs, which all express Study and
reflexion, and seem to be inconsistent with the notion of inspira-

tion. Yet the difficulty is only apparent. The great revelation of

suffering and glory awakes an eager desire to know when and how
these things shall be, and this is answered by a further revelation

(ots d7r€KaXv<f>6Y]). " Knock, and it shall be opened unto you,"

was in some sense true, even of the prophets. So St. Paul prayed
for the removal of his aKoXoiJ/j and at last an answer came ; not the

answer that he hoped for (2 Cor. xii. 7-9). The revelation described

in Acts xiii. 2 was also probably a reply to much anxious thought.

Both in the Old Testament and in the New, God often answers

questions. The connexion between study and inspiration, search

and discovery, is a great mystery, and revelation may be much
more common than we suppose. How does one investigator

discover what others do not? Philo thought (dg migr, Abr. 7,

i. 441) that philosophic truth was given by inspiration—"I was
suddenly filled with thoughts showered upon me from above like

snowflakes or seed"—and this may apply to all truth; for it is

certainly not attained by the mere use of logical machinery. Nor
does this thought detract from the dignity of spiritual revelation^

which, though the noblest in kind, may yet have its analogies.

The words to Iv avroU irvevpt.a Xpixrrov must be accepted quite

frankly. Christ was in the prophets, and from Him came their

inspiration. Barnabas (v.) understood St Peter in this sense, oj
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vpo<f>rJTaij Sltt avrov t)(OVT€^ rr]v X^P"'> *^5 avTOV lirpo<fi'qT€V(Tav : on
which Harnack notes, "Christum Veteris Testamenti prophetas

inspirasse et ab iis uisum esse ad unum omnes priscae ecclesiae

scriptores confitentur " ; cf. 2 Clem. xvii. 4 ; Ignatius, Mag. viii. 2

;

Justin, Aj>ol. i. 31-33; Z)ia/. Ivi. sq. ; Iren. iv. 20. 4; jFrag. Mur.

44 sq., "Romanis autem ordine (ordinem?) scripturarum, sed et

principium earum Christum esse intimans " (Westcott, Canon^ p. 536).

These passages are sufficient to show the beUef of the later Church.

Note also the use of p^/xa Kvptov, i Pet. i. 25, comparing Acts xi. 16,

where words of Christ are called by St. Peter p^/aa Kvptov. In

Matt. vii. 22 we read, Kvpie, Kvptf, ov t(3 a-w ovofxart 7rpo€<l>r)-

TevGrafiev : xxiii. 34, iSov eya> aTroo-TcAAo) Trpos vfxas Trpo^T^ras. Some
difficulty attaches to the latter citation, because St. Luke, in the

parallel passage (xi. 49), has Sta tovto koI 17 (ro<f)La rod 0eov etrrev'

'ATTocrreXto cts aurovs 'irpo^rfra<5^ and the words have been supposed to

be a reference to 2 Chron. xxiv. 18-22. But in the Sermon on the

Mount false Christian prophets claim to be inspired by Christ

;

and in the other passage of Matthew our Lord sends (inspires)

true Christian prophets. No distinction of kind can be drawn
between Jewish and Christian prophecy, and thus we have in the

first Gospel a clear foundation for St. Peter's words. We must take

into consideration also those passages of the Gospels where Christ

is described as the Revealer, Matt. xi. 27; John i. 18, xvi. 14, 15.

In Acts again (ii. 33), in the speech of St. Peter, Christ sheds forth

the spirit of prophecy. It can hardly be thought but that St. Paul

held the same view as to the source of Christian prophecy (i Cor.

xii. 3), as also does the Apocalypse (xix. 10), whether we translate

^ fxapTvpta 'Irja-ov, " the testimony given by Jesus," or " the testimony

borne to Jesus " ; compare also i John iv. 2, 3. As to the Hebrew
prophets, St. Paul does not explicitly declare his opinion, but in

2 Cor. iii. 1 2 sqq. the glory on the face of Moses which he covered

with a veil, is the glory of Christ, who is the Lord, the Spirit

n>'€ufjLa XptoToO probably means that Spirit which is Christ

(2 Cor. iii. 17, 18, 6 8c Kvpios to ILvevfid ia-riv . . , OLTTO Kvpiov

Uvevfiaro^) ; but it may conceivably signify the Holy Spirit of Christ,

sent by Christ. Often prophecy is attributed to the Holy Ghost
(Acts i. 16; 2 Pet. i. 21, and elsewhere), and the sending of the

Spirit is the work of Christ (Acts ii. 33).

Certainly the repeated "Christ" in this verse must be taken

each time in exactly the same sense, of the really existing Christ

who was manifested in history. Kiihl, in an exceedingly com-
plicated note, takes the first of the ideal Christ, who existed only

in the foreknowledge of God, and the second of the historical

Christ, and makes irvevfjia Xpurrov mean "a Christlike spirit,"

because he thinks that St. Peter is not so much affected by theo-

logical reflexions as the rabbinically educated St. Paul, and there-
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fore cannot have personified the ideal. But the distinction between
person and idea is itself philosophical. Dr. Hort appears to hold
the same view ; the Spirit of Christ is that Spirit of the Lord which
afterwards came upon Christ, a Spirit of divine anointing, or Christ-

hood, or prophethood. Here, again, we may repeat, that in i Peter

Spirit means not an influence, but a personality. There is no need
to speak of Rabbinism or Jewish Platonism at all. St. Peter's

view rests upon a perfectly unscholastic interpretation of Scripture.

The Lord spoke to the Prophets ; Christ is the Lord ; therefore

Christ spoke to the Prophets.

There is no difference upon this point between St. Peter and
St. Paul. Both held the same belief, though they express it in

different language.

In TO. €ts 'K.pL<rrov TraOrniara koX ra% fiera ravra So^as it is quite

possible that we have a reference to the words recorded by St. Luke
xxiv. 26, 27, ov)^L ravra ISei iraOilv rov XptoTov, /cat darfXBuv et? t^v

ho^av avrov ; kcll ap$d/x€vo? oltto Mcocrews kol oltto Travrcov rwv 7rpo<{>r)ru>v

8tep/>M;v€V(rcv avrots iv Trda-ais rais ypa^ais ra Trcpl iavrov. Ao^ai, not
commonly used in the plural (but see 2 Mace. iv. 15), may refer

to the successive manifestations of Christ's glory—Resurrection,

Ascension, Pentecost, Miracles (Acts iii. 14), Judgment—or to the

glory of Christ, and the glory that shall be bestowed on His faithful.

To St. Peter, the essence of the gospel seems to lie in suffering and
glory ; to St. Paul, in free grace and deliverance from law. Hence
the former sees a just and permanent picture of the Christian life

in Isa. liii., while the latter looks back, not to the prophets (except

Hab. ii. 4), but to Abraham. Hence, to St. Peter, the admission

of the Gentiles is no great mystery ; the Church is continuous.

Further, in St. Peter's view (as in the Gospels), the great obstacle

to Christianity is the suffering of Christ ; and so, in fact, it always

has been to Jew (Justin's Tryphd) and Greek (the True Word of

Celsus), and in modern times, because His suffering involves our

acceptance of the law of suffering. But, in the view of St. Paul,

the great obstacle is the tendency of men to rely upon their own
merits, which is a common and serious defect, but applies, as regards

Christianity and Judaism, rather to the professor than to the faith ; it

could not fairly be charged against the best Jews of old, and modern
Jews would not plead guilty to it. See Mr. Montefiore's Hibbert

Lectures for 1892, especially chap, ix., "the Law and its Influence."

12. ots diT€KaXu<j>8T]. It was revealed to them that the realisa-

tion of their prophetic vision was not for their own time. The
reference may be to distinct passages, such as Num. xxiv. 1 7 ; Deut.

xviii. 15, or rather to the general indeterminate futurity of all pro-

phecy. The prophets saw Messiah, and St. Peter evidently means
that they saw Him with great clearness and accuracy in the broad

outlines ; but when they strove to know when these things should
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be, an answer came, " Not yet. The promise is for others, not for

you. Inquire no further." ifxtv Se is the reading of the great bulk

of MSS., though rjixLv Si has the support of K and some versions.

" For you Christians " (we need not here press the fact that they

were Asiatics), or "for us Christians"; either way there is no
substantial difference in the sense.

aura. The substance of their vision, ra iraOrniara koI ras /mcto,

ravra So^as. Nvv avrjyyekr] :' dvT^yycXTat would be more Strictly

correct, but the aorist is used for the perfect, as in ii. 25 below.

See Blass, p. 199.

81A Twf cuayyeXiaafji^i'w*' fifxas. The phrase in itself neither

includes nor excludes the apostle himself.

iv n»'€ufjiaTt 'Ayiw. Dr. Hort omits iv on the authority of A B,

a few cursives, the Vulgate, and some Fathers ; see Tischendorf 's

note. " In (or by) the Holy Spirit sent from heaven." The omission

of the article with Ili'cvjuta 'Ayiov is very common (John xx. 22 and
many other passages), and is of no significance (cf. Acts viii. 15, 18).

Here the Holy Ghost who was " sent from heaven " on the day of

Pentecost, and inspired the preachers of the gospel, is introduced as

a guarantee that the gospel cannot contradict the message of the

prophets who were inspired by the Uvevfia Xpto-rov. Von Soden
and Dr. Hort translate " by a holy spirit " ; but there can hardly be
any doubt that the same Spirit is meant here as in ver. 2 above,

where also there is no article. 'E^aTrooTeAXw is used of the sending

of the Spirit in Luke* xxiv. 49; in John xiv. 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7, the

verb is irc/ATrw.

els & iiTi9v\io\jcnv 077^X01 irapaKu\|fat. '*Upon which even angels

desire to look"; here the omission of the article must certainly have
its proper force. UapaKv-n-TeLv properly means " to take a shy sidelong

glance," as when one peeps out of a window or door at a person

passing in the street, and is perhaps so used in Luke xxiv. 1 2 ; John
XX. 5, II. Even in Jas. L 25 the meaning may be "he who has

once cast a glance upon the perfect law of liberty " ; the slightest

look upon the law is sufficient to show the folly of those who hear

and do not. On the other hand, James may mean " He who has

gazed steadily upon the law." If we give irapaKv-n-Teiv its classical

sense here, a not inconsiderable difficulty arises. The angels are
" all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them
that shall inherit salvation" (Heb. i. 14), and they must long for

much more than a casual glance upon the Church and its gospel of

suffering and glory. 'EyK^Trrctv cts means " to pore over," " study

intently " (Clem. Rom. xl. i and elsewhere ; see Harhack's note)

;

and it may be thought that TrapaKvimiv eis is used, not quite cor-

rectly, by St. Peter and St. James, in the same sense. The use of

irapaKVTTTuv may have been suggested here by Enoch ix. i, koX

aKov(TavT€<i ol Tecraapes ftcyoXot dp^dyyeXot Mtp^aryA, Koi Ovpir)\ Kai
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'Pa^a-^X KoX Ta^pLTiX 7rap€KV\f/av ctti t^v yrjv €/c twv dytwv tov ovpavov

(quoted by Hort). Above, on ver. 4, was noticed another possible

reference to Enoch, and others may be detected. They should be
borne in mind, because, when we come to consider the relation of

Jude to 2 Peter, it will appear that while in i and 2 Peter there are

allusions to apocryphal books, these allusions are developed by Jude
into actual quotations.

13. 816. " Wherefore " ; the reference is to the general contents

of vers. 3-12, which were suggested by the third Name of ver. 2.

From this point to ii. 10 the author develops the meaning of

dyiacr/Aos.

dm^cMrdfjici'oi. " Having girded up the loins of our mind " ; the

verb is used of gathering or tucking up long skirts by means of a

belt so as to be ready for energetic action. Cf. Prov. xxix. 35,
ava^oxrafiivrj i<rxvpa>s rrjv 6<r<t)vv avr^s, of the brave woman. Here,

where vi}<^oi/t€s immediately follows, St. Peter is probably thinking

of our Lord's words, Luke xii. 35, 46. The word used by Luke is

ir€pt€^a)o-/i,€Vai (taken probably from the account of the Passover,

Ex. xii. 11). 'Ava^wvvva-OaL is not common in classical Greek,

though it was used by Didymus the grammarian {Athen. 139^,
but succingi is well known in Latin. The word recalls the viraKo-q

of ver. 2. Those who have girded up their loins are ready for

instant obedience.

Siai'oias. For this word cf. Matt. xxii. 37, dyamjo-ci? Kvpiov tov

0€ov a-ov . . . ev 0A.17 t^ Siavotq, a-ov (from Deut. vi. 5). St. Paul

uses the word in his later Epistles (Eph. ii. 13, iv. 18; Col. i. 21),

but always in a bad sense, of the mere logical faculty which sets

itself against the truth. But what precisely is meant by " girding

up the mind"? Girding brings the mind into what Carlyle calls

" a compact frame," cutting off vague loosely flowing thoughts and
speculations that lead nowhither, and only hamper obedience.

Hence it is followed immediately by vqifyovres. Sobriety guards

men against the "intoxication" of false prophets, against false

views of iXtvOepia, against moral and doctrinal caprices such as are

denounced in 2 Peter. The Girdle is Law or Truth (Eph. vi. 14).

TeXciws is best taken with vi}<^ovt€9, "being perfectly sober'*

(most modem commentators take this view). Down to Dean
Alford's time it was generally connected with iXma-aTe. In this

case we must translate "hope with a perfect hope," not "hope unto
the end." The idea of final perseverance is involved, but not ex-

pressed in the perfection of hope.

AirioraTe cm . . . x^'^P'-'''
"Hope for the grace that is being

brought unto you in the revelation of Jesus Christ." 'EXttl^civ ivl

followed by the accusative is found only here and i Tim. v. 5

;

but the construction (it is a Hebraism) is common in the LXX.
A question has been raised whether ivl introduces the ground or
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the object of the hope ; Dr. Hort takes the former, Kiihl the latter

view (see their notes on this passage). The points are that there

is no Hebrew verb which exactly answers to iXTTL^eiv; that the five

Hebrew verbs represented in the LXX. by cA.7n'^eii/ mean some
'*to trust upon," some "to wait for"; that in Ps. li. (Hi.) 10,

iXirL^cLv cVt TO cAco? rov 0€ov, the Hebrew original means to " trust

upon the mercy of God," while in Ps. xxxii. (xxxiii.) 18 the same
Greek words represent what in the Hebrew signifies to "wait for

the mercy." Upon the whole it seems better to regard iX-rrL^eiv ivl

here as equivalent to cXTrt^eiv ek (John v. 45 ; 2 Cor. i. 10; i Pet.

iii. 5), and to take the following accusative as denoting the object

towards which the hope is directed. It is a subtle question, and
has no direct bearing upon the sense.

TTji' 4>€pofji€VT)i' ufjiik x^P''^' Xapii/ is the gracious gift of deliver-

ance, which is being brought, and ere long will surely be given,

in the Revelation (see vers. 5, 7 above). Many commentators
(Erasmus, Luther, Calovius, Bengel, Steiger, Hort) take "grace" in

the Pauline sense, and regard "the revelation" as meaning the

continuing and progressive unveiling of Christ in the Christian's

soul (cf. Rom. i. 17) ; but there can be little doubt what St Peter
means here by the Revelation.

The editions generally place a full stop after Xptorrov, as also

after i. 21, ii. 17. In all these places a colon might be used so as

to allow the preceding imperative to run on; but after ii. 25, iii. 6,

iii. 7 the full stop is clearly right. The style is loose and conversa-

tional, not so strictly bound by grammatical fetters as that of

practised writers.

14. <us TiKva u-iraKOTJs. "Children of" is a Hebraism; reKva

dira)A.€Mxs, Isa. Ivii. 4 ; rio? ^avarov, 2 Sam. xii. 5. In the New Testa-

ment we have rcKva opyi)?, Eph. ii. 3 ; rcKva (^iotos, Eph. V. 8 ; reKva

Kordpas, 2 Pet. ii. 14 ; viol rrjs ctTret^etas, Eph. ii. 2, V. 6 ; Col, iii. 6

;

viol (fxoTo^ Koi rjfxipaSf I Thess. v. 5 5 vl^'s ^tpi^vrjSf Luke x. 6 ; 6 vios

T^s aTTtoXcta?, 2 Thess. ii. 3 ; John xvii. 1 2. There is no more
reason for supposing that reWa viraKoyjs was suggested by viol t7J<s

ciTret^etas than there is for supposing that St. John borrowed rc/cva

©cot) from St. Paul ; indeed there is not so much. On the contrary,

the phrase recurs quite naturally to the v-n-aKorj of ver. 2. Children
of obedience are those whose mother is obedience, in whom is the
spirit of obedience, who are obedient, not " obedient children."

)XT] au(rxT)jji,aTiI^6jX6i'oi rais Trporepoi' iv rfj dyt'oia b[i.iav €iri0u|uiiai9.

" Not conforming yourselves to the lusts which formerly ruled you
in your ignorance." I'he not uncommon verb a-uo-x>?/xaTt^co-^at (see

Liddell and Scott) is found also Rom. xii. 2, fxr] o-va-xvf^aTL^ea-Oe to)

alo)VL TovT(a. In respect to Rom. xii. there is somewhat better

reason for suspecting a direct or indirect connexion between St.

Peter and St. Paul than elsewhere, but we cannot safely bui/d any
o
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inference on this particular word. See pp. 19, 20. "Ayi/ota is

perhaps more applicable to those of St. Peter's readers who had
been Gentiles than to those who had been Jews. St. Paul speaks

of Gentile ignorance, Acts xvii. 30; Eph. iv. 18; see Abbott's

note ; but St. Peter attributes the crucifixion to the ayi/om of the

Jews, Acts iii. 17. It is not easy to say whether St. Peter here is

thinking of ignorance of God and His Law, or more particularly of

ignorance of Christ. If the latter, his words will apply equally to

Jews and Gentiles. All alike had sat in darkness, Matt. iv. 16
;

Luke i. 79 ; John i. 5, 10, 1 1. 'ETnOvfxiaL again seems to point rather

to Gentiles, whose lives were generally more licentious than those

of Jews. But there were many wicked Jews, Rom. ii. 17 sqq.; Eph.
ii. 3 ; and our Lord was speaking to Jews when He insisted upon
the sinfulness of lust, Matt. v. 28. But the readers of the Epistles

were neither all Gentiles nor all Jews. See Introduction.

15. dXXoi KttTot Toi/ KaXeo-ai'Ta ufids ayiof. " But after the pattern

of that Holy One who called you." It is best to take aytov as

substantival; it is hardly possible to make it an adjectival pre-

dicate and translate with von Soden, " after the pattern of Him who
called you, who is holy." This use of Kara (which is quite classical

and common ; see instances in Liddell and Scott) is found Gal. iv.

28, Kara 'IcactK, like Isaac. KaXetv is a word that belongs to the

vocabulary of Christendom, and St. Peter uses it several times,

—

God called us out of darkness unto light, ii. 9 ; called us unto His
eternal glory in Christ, v. 10 ; the call makes the pilgrim, above,

ver. I ;—but he uses it in a simpler and less technical manner than

St. Paul ; he does not speculate on its difference from other verbs

(cf. Rom. viii. 28 sqq.) ; nor does he appear to distinguish K\r)T6<i

from iKXcKTos in the same way as St. Paul (ver. i above). St. Peter

does not use KXrjToSi nor kX^o-is, except in the Second Epistle, i.

10, where A has Trapa/cXiyo-t?, and kKkoyrj is added apparently as

identical, or at any rate as giving another aspect of the same thing.

In the Gospels KaX^lv has many senses, of which the chief are illus-

trated by Matt. ii. 15, "out of Egypt did I call My Son"; v. 9,

"they shall be called sons of God" (from Hos. ii. i); ix. 13, "to
call sinners unto repentance " ; xxii. 9,

" call to the wedding " ; xx. 8,

"call the labourers into my vineyard." It has, in fact, four chief

meanings

—

{a) of calling out of a lower state, Egypt or sin ; (b) of

inviting to a feast ; {c) of summoning to a duty ;
{d) of giving a

name corresponding to a character. It seldom seems to imply

selection ; all are called alike. In Hebrews it is used of the call

of Abraham (xi. 8, as in a) ; of the new name, " in Isaac shall thy

seed be called" (xi. 18, from Gen. xxi. 12; cf. ii. 11, as in </); of

those who are invited into the Covenant (ix. 15, as in b) ; of the call

«^f Aaron to the priesthood (v. 4, as in c, but with the notion of

personal selection). In Peter the typical call appears to be that of
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Abraham, though the Patriarch is not named in this connexion;
the Christian is a homeless wanderer, called out of the darkness of

the past into the light of the gospel, travelling towards glory or an
inheritance or a crown, called especially to suffer with Christ (ii. 21).

The new name (Christian, iv. 16) is a name of suffering. St Paul
alludes to the new calling or name, quoting Gen. xxi. 12 (Rom.
ix. 7) and Hos. ii. i (Rom. ix. 26). He does not connect the Call with

any Old Testament type. The Call is from the Covenant of Works
to the Covenant of Grace, and Abraham exemplifies not obedience

to a summons or command, but belief in a promise; two things

which, though closely combined, yet represent different sides of the

same action, and are in theory very distinct. If we throw the

whole stress upon belief, three difficulties at once arise : why do
some believe while others do not ? what is the value of partial belief?

how can belief which causes action be itself in any degree the

effect of action? All these perplexities were acutely felt by St.

Paul. St. John also felt the difficulty, but found an answer in his

conception of Love which grows by familiarity and obedience. The
Synoptic evangelists, St. Peter, the sub-apostolic Fathers, hardly

touch the problem. Many modern scholars regard Peter as a later

writer, who was perfectly familiar with the Pauline Epistles, but

failed to grasp their meaning. But the fact to be explained is

that, instead of misapprehending or perverting the distinctive

Pauline thoughts, he leaves them altogether on one side.

ayior. St. Peter's idea of Holiness must be considered in

relation to the terms in which he speaks of God. Christ is the

object of Love (ver. 8). God, though Father, of fear ; the justice,

might, majesty of God are predominant thoughts in this Epistle.

In the present passage we are referred to Lev. xi. 44, xix. 2, xx. 7.

In all these passages the Israelites are commanded to keep them-
selves from uncleanness, because God is holy. The Hebrew
Qadesh comes from a root which means to divide. God is holy,

because He is separate from all uncleanness. No defilement can
approach Him under penalty of being consumed (Heb. xii. 29)

;

He is dTTCt/oafTTOS KaKwVf Jas. i. 1 3 ; <^ws oIkcov aTTpoa-LTOVf I Tim. VL
16. Justice is the positive idea most usually connected in the New
Testament with holiness, John xvii. 11, 25 ; Luke i. 75 ; Rom. vii.

1 2 (the law is holy and just and good). In the present passage the

holy God is also the just Judge. Justice is more nearly connected
with holiness than is goodness. The epithet is applied to Christ,

Luke i. 35, iv. 34 ; John vi. 69 ; t6v aytov koI SiKaiov, Acts iii. 14

;

iv. 27, 30 ; Apoc. iii. 7, possibly also vi. 10, always with reference to

His purity or majesty. St. Paul uses the epithet only of the Holy
Ghost, holy things, or holy men.

There is an important point involved, because Albrecht Ritschl

maintained that " the conception of the holiness of God is for the
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religion of the New Testament abolished {aufgehoben\ at any rate is

in no respect essential" {Rechtf. und Vers. ii. 12, 13 ; see Mielke,

das System Albrecht RitschVs, p. 23), on the ground that aloofness

and transcendent majesty involve mystery in doctrine, and fear as

in some degree an allowable motive for Christians. Ritschl's view

is an application of Kant's theory ; nothing can be known except

relations ; nothing can have any religious value except God's relation

to us ; this has been perfectly revealed in Christ as a relation of love.

It is interesting chiefly as showing the impossibility of squaring any

philosophical theory with the Bible, or with any book in the Bible.

Mystery and Fear cannot possibly be eliminated from Religion.

Kal auTol . . . Yeni0Tf)T€. " Do ye also become holy in every

manner of conversation." The aorist of the imperative is con-

stantly used in this Epistle, when, according to the ordinary rule,

we should have expected the present: see i. 13, 17, 22, ii. 2, 13,

17, iii. 10, II, 14, i5> iy- 17, V. 2, 5, 6, 8, 9. Blass (p. 194 sqq.)

hardly seems to recognise adequately the looseness of New Testa-

ment grammar on this point. Closely parallel in sense are the words

quoted by St. Paul from Isa. Iii. 11, i^iXOere Ik ^jiia-ov avrSiv koX

dcfiopLa-Or)T€f Xeyct Kvptos, kol aKaOdpTOV /xtj airTecrOe' Kayoi ela-Bc^OfxaL

v/AttS, /cat eaofxat v/xlv cts iraripa, kol v/xcts ecrecrOi /xol €t5 vtous koI

6vyaripa% Xiyu Kvptos TravTOKpartop, 2 Cor. vi. 1 7. It should be

noticed that St. Peter does not address those to whom he writes as

aytoi, saints, though they belong to the Wvo^ ayiov, ii. 9, or what

Clem. Rom. calls the ayiov /xcpis, xxx. i. ^Avaa-rpocfirj (a favourite

word of St. Peter's), which in Aeschylus and Aristotle means " a

repair," " haunt," or "abode," in Polybius is used of " a manner of

Hfe," literally " a turning to and fro," " a walking up and down."

The exact Latin equivalent is conuersatio (see Liddell and Scott, and
Facciolati). It is greatly to be regretted that the fine word *' con-

versation " has been rejected by the Revised Version to the

impoverishment of the English language. " Different kinds of

dva(rTpo<f>rj are to be spoken of further on in the Epistle : here at

the outset St. Peter lays down what is true for them all " (Hort).

16. "Ayioi co-eaOe. Lev, xi. 44, xix. 2, xx. 7 ; the future is here

equivalent to an imperative ; cf. Matt. v. 48.

17. Kttl €t TTttT^pa iTTiKaXeiaOe .. . 6,va(rrp(i^r\r€, ** And if ye call

on him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according

to each man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear" (R.V.).

This is the common and, according to classic usage, the better

translation. But that of the A.V., " if ye call on the Father who,"

etc., may be defended. Uaryp is one of those words which easily

dispense with the article (cf. ver. 2 above), and the article is

omitted, where a defining clause follows, without any perceptible

alteration of the sense ; cf Trpo<f>rJTaL ol irpocfyrjTeva-avTc^j ver. i o above

;

cts vofiov WAciov Tov T^s iX€vO€pia<Sf Jas. i. 25 ; TraiStois roU ev dyopa
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KaOrj/xevoi^y Luke vii. 32 ; vyiatVovo-i Aoyois tois tov Kvpibv, I Tim.

vi. 3. In any case the stress falls here upon the definition, " If the

Father, to whom you pray, is also the righteous Judge, see that ye

fear Him." The Father "giveth good things to them that ask

Him " (Matt. vii. 10) ; but He is not merely, as the heathen thought,

a SoiTTjp cawv. He chastises His children (Heb. xii. 5, 6), and He
judges. He is Uarrjp aytos, SiVatos (John xvii. 11, 25). Kiihl

remarks that in Peter's view the Old Testament motive (Holiness,

Fear) is not abolished, but rather strengthened by the new relation

of sonship. The point became of importance in the controversy

with the Gnostics, who maintained that God was Love simply and

solely. Fear, of course, means such fear as may be felt towards a

good father, not slavish, superstitious dread. It is a lower motive

than love, yet is not to be regarded as merely negative ; it is the

safeguard of holiness, and it prompts obedience in things which we
do not as yet understand,—and there are always things which we do

not understand. Even St. Paul uses occasionally the same language

as St. Peter, see 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. St. John (I iv. 18) writes that

" perfect love casteth out fear " ; but his words do not apply to those

whose love is not yet perfect. Our Lord says at one time, " Thou
Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart *' (Matt xxii. 37), at

another, " Yea, I say unto you, Fear Him " (Luke xii. 5).

In the words IlaTcpa cViKaXcto-^c there is a possible allusion to

the Lord's Prayer (so Weiss, Huther, Kiihl, Hort), but it is not

certain; the words may be suggested by Ps. Ixxxviii. (Ixxxix.) 27.

dirpoawiroXii|jnrTws- Neither the adverb nor the adjective from

which it is formed occurs elsewhere in the New Testament, but

we have the phrases Xa/x/Savciv, irpoo-Sex^o-Oai, Oavfxd^nv xpoo-WTrov,

They all denote the righteous Judge, who makes no distinction

between high and low, rich or poor, Jew or Gentile, in the eye of

whose holy law all men are equal. It is interesting to compare the

words of St. Peter (Acts x. 34), irr aX-rjOeia^ KaraXafi^dvofiai on ovk

coTi TrpoaoynroXyprrr)^ 6 ©cos* oAA* ev vavrl I6vu 6 ^oj8ovp,€vos avrov koI

ipya^ofievo^ BiKaioavvrjv 8€kto<s avrw cart. Cf. also Rom. li. lo, II.

Dr. Hort thinks that these passages are based on Deut x. 17, but

the thought and expression must have been not uncommon among
pious Jews ; thus we find in the Book ofJubilees {tdi, Charles, p. 73),
" quia Deus uiuens est et sanctus et fidelis et iustus ex omnibus ; et

non est apud eum accipere personam, ut accipiat munera, quoniam

Deus iustus est et indicium exercens in omnibus qui transgrediuntur

sermones eius et qui contemnunt testimonium eius." Cf. Ep.

Barn. iv. 12.

Thy TTis irapoiKias fifJiwK ^pfivov. The collocation is common in

Peter but rare elsewhere in the New Testament ; cf. i Cor. xv. 40 ;

2 Cor. viii. 8, and see Introduction, p. 4. IlapoiKia. See no'.e on
irap€7ri8i7/xo5 above. napotKctv is found Luke xxiv. 18 ; Heb. xi. 9

;
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TTu/ootKos, Acts vii. 6, 29 ; TrapoiKLa^ Acts xiii. 17. St. Paul will not
use TrapoiKos of Christians ; they are already o-v/xTroXtrat tiov dyiiav,

Ei)h. ii. 19. The word irapoiKia has a very interesting history ; the
" pilgrims" or "sojourners " in a district or town formed the diocese

or " parish." See Suicer, s.v. irapoiKia^ Diet, of Christian Antiqui-

ties^ s.v. Parish.

18. eiSoTcs oTt. The Holiness and Justice of God are the

ground of Fear, which is strengthened by another thought, that of the

high cost of Redemption. The same cast of thought finds expression

in Heb. vi. 5 sqq., and Clem. Rom. xxi., rov Kvpiov ^/xwi' 'l-qaovv

XpLCTToVf ov rh alfjia inrcp rjixSiv iSoOrj, cvrpaTTtu/Aci/. Further on Clement
speaks of the fear of God as Ka\b<s kol fxiyas kol o-w^cav iraivras rov<s

€v avT(o oortcus ava(TTp€<f>ofi€vov<s iv KaOapa Siavotlju This fine passage

affords an admirable illustration of what we may call " Petrinism,"

the mingled severity and tenderness of the Christian disciplinarian.

ou ()>9apTois . . . "iraTpoirapaSoTou. " That not with corruptible

things, silver or gold, were ye redeemed from your vain conversa-

tion handed down from your fathers." Silver and gold (which are

oLTroXXvfievay ver. 7, or cf>6apTa) are dross compared with the price

that was paid for you. Avrpov is the ransom paid for slaves, Matt.

XX. 28 ; Mark x. 45 ; i Tim. ii. 6 we have dvTLXvrpov ; XvTpova-Oai

is used Luke xxiv. 21; Tit. ii. 14; AuVpwo-ts, Luke i. 68, ii. 38;
Heb. ix. 12; X.vTp(jiTy]<Sj Acts viii. 35 of Moses. The Ransom is

here the Blood of Christ ; in Matt. xx. 28 the if/vxn of Christ. We
are redeemed from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate

us, Luke i. 68 sqq. ; from dvo/tia, Tit. ii. 14; here from vain con-

versation : the historical type suggested in all these passages is that

of the great deliverance from the house of bondage in Egypt (cf.

Ex. vi. 6). The Bible does not attempt to say to whom the

Ransom is paid, a question on which, in later times, there was much
unforiunate speculation. The question ought never to have been
asked, because it does not admit of an answer, except in some sense

which is hardly compatible with the metaphor of Ransom. A
money ransom is paid to him who holds the slave, but this is not

true of a spiritual ransom. To take an analogous case, the Algerian

slaves were redeemed by the blood and suffering of English sailors,

but to whom was this ransom paid ?

Closely connected, though not identical, with the idea of Ransom
is that of Buying. By one and the same act God redeemed us

from captivity and bought us for His own slaves. Acts xx. 28

{7r€pL€TroLT](raTo) ; in I Cor. vi. 20, vii. 23 ; 2 Pet. ii. i ; Apoc. v. 9,

xiv. 3, 4, the verb used is dyopatctv, and in all these passages the

price expressed or intended is the Blood of Christ.

St. Luke uses the word aTroXvTpwcns of final deliverance at the

Last Day, xxi. 28 ; and St. Paul, who does not use the simple

A,vrp<i»(ri9, has the compound in the same future sense, Rom. viii. 23 ;
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Eph. i. 14, iv. 30 ; such is probably the meaning also in Rom. iii.

24 ; Eph. i. 7 ; Col. i. 14 ; in Heb. xi. 35 dTroAvT/owo-ts is equivalent

to Avrpcocrts ; SO also in ix. 15. See Abbott on Eph. i. 7.

iraTpoirapaSoTou. This phrase again might seem to be aimed
rather at Gentiles than at Jews. From the Apologists we may see

how reluctant the Gentiles were to cast off the " manner of life " of

their ancestors, and by so doing to pronounce condemnation upon
their parents, philosophers, statesmen. See Clem. Alex. Protr. x. \

Min. Felix, Oct. vi. The strength of this sentiment is powerfully

exemplified in Mr. Dill's Roman Society in the Last Century of the

Roman Empire. Races like the English, whose past history was le?3

glorious, did not feel the difference so keenly ; see Bede, H. E. ii. 13.
" Vain " again is constantly used of idolatry (Acts xiv. 15). Yet
Jews also had a TrapaSoo-ts, Matt. xv. 2 sqq., which came from their

fathers, Gal. L 14, and was in some points against the law of God
and vain.

19. dXXA Tifitw aT/>taTt . . . Xptorou. " But with precious blood of

Christ as of a lamb unblemished and spotless." On the collocation

of the words, see Introduction, p. 4. On the Blood of Christ see

note on ver. 2 above. Here, no doubt, the absence of the article

before rt/Ato) aLfxarL is not without meaning. " Ye were redeemed
not with corruptible gold, but with precious blood"; both the

adjectives and the substantives are in strong contrast. "A/xw/ao?,

which in classic Greek means blameless, is used by the LXX. of

victims which have no physical blemish. Hence the name of the

/AWjLtoo-KOTTo?, an official whose business it was to ascertain this fact,

Philo, ^.? Agric. 29 (i. 320); Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 18. 117. "The
translators having to express the Hebrew mum, a blemish, apparently

caught at the sound of the Greek fiwfiosy and employed it for their

purpose " (Hort). It should, however, be observed that in the Old
Testament the ceremonial and the moral are not easily kept apart,

and that a/x-w/Ao? is used of moral integrity, Ps. xiv. (xv.) 2, and else-

where. "Ao-TTiXos, " spotless," is metaphorical, but is rather moral
than ceremonial ; it is found in the version of Symmachus, Job xv.

15, but not in the LXX. "A/xw/xos is used of Christ in a passage very

similar to this, Heb. ix. 14. The physical perfection of the victim

is regarded as typical of the sinlessness of Christ, which makes His
Blood Tt/XlOV.

Christ is called a/xvo? by the Baptist, John i. 29, 36; in

Apoc. V. 6 and elsewhere the word used is apviov. The Paschal
Lamb or Kid is called irpo^arov riXnov, Ex. xii. 5 ; in Isa. liii. 7 we
read, ws Trpo^arov iirl (r<f)ay7jv rJx^^Vt '^^^ <^5 dfiv6<s Ivavriov rov Kccpovros

a<f)<jDvo<i ovTCDs ovK avoCyu to crTOfxa. Here the sheep is slain, the

lamb is only shorn, and it has been questioned whether the

prophet in this particular verse is thinking of the Paschal Lamb
or, indeed, of any sacrifice at all (see Dr. Cheyne's note). The
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chapter, however, is full of sacrificial imagery, and the Suffering

Servant is depicted both as an Atoner (m? d/xa/jxtas rjfiwv <f)€p€L\

and as a Redeemer (tw ^wXwtti avrov r)fi€L<i IdOruxcv) ', indeed the

ideas of Atonement and of Redemption are blended through-

out. The Isaianic passage was very early applied to our Lord,

Acts viii. 32.

There can be little doubt that Isa. liii. was in the mind of St.

Peter here. Just before we have had an allusion to Isa. Hi. 3, ov

/Mera apyvpiov XvTpoiOiqa-ca-O^^ and references to Isaiah, and to chap.

liii. in particular, abound in the Epistle. But the " blood of the

Lamb " does not come from this source. It is found most easily

in Ex. xii. : the difference of the words TrpojSaTov and d/tvos is a

merely superficial difficulty, and riXeiov is equivalent to apuaixov koI

dcnnXov, We really do not know what words St. Peter himself

used. But in the case of such allusions there is danger in the

attempt to bind an author down to fixed passages. St. Peter may
have meant quite generally the lamb of sacrifice. See note on
pavTia/x6<Sy ver. 2 above.

The question has been raised whether the blood of the Paschal

Lamb was really a ransom, but it is difficult to understand the

point of view from which the question is framed. In one sense, of

course, it was not, as the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches us. But
in another, as a shadow, it was both an Atonement and a Ransom

;

it covered the houses of the Israelites from the destroying Angel, it

redeemed the firstborn, and was a condition of the deliverance of

the whole people from the house of bondage.

Dr. Hort quotes the Midrash on Ex. xii. 22, "With two bloods

weie the Israelites delivered from Egypt, with the blood of the

paschal Iamb and with the blood of circumcision."

20. irpocykwo-ix^Kou, The foreknowledge of God does not neces-

sarily imply the pre-existence of the thing or person foreknown
^see ver. 2 above ; Acts xv. 18 ; Rom. xi. 2), but does not exclude it

irp6 Kara^oXijs K<5a/xou. Matt. xiii. 35 (here, perhaps, Koa-fiov

should be omitted), xxv. i,^ ; the phrase is used also by Luke,

John, Paul, and in Hebrews : Apoc. xiii. 8, the Lamb was slain

from the foundation of tihe world. It is found also in the Assump-
tion of MoseSi and is quot'-d therefrom in the Acta Syn, Nic,

(Gelasius Cyzic. ii. 18, p. 2^^ koX irpoiOida-aTO fie 6 ©eos Trpo Kara-

l3oX.rj<s Koa-fMOVj eTvai fJL€ T"t SiaBi^Kyj'; avrov fX€crLT7)v (Moses IS speaking

to Joshua). This passage of the Assumption was possibly alluded

to by St. Paul, Gal. iii. 19, and may have suggested the language of

St. Peter here. The word KaraftoX-q is used 2 Mace. ii. 29 of the

foundation or ground-plan of a house. Dr. Hort quotes also

Plut. Moralia^ It. 956 A, to k^ dpxrj'S koI d/xa rfj irpwry Kara/SoXfj Toiv

Q.v6pmTr<j)v,

^afcpwO^rros. Cf. John i. 31 ; i Tim. iil 16; i John iii. 5, 8.
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•* Taken by itself the word suggests a previous hidden existence^

and it was not likely to be chosen except in this implied sense
*'

(Hort).

eir' iuxdrou jdv xpo*'""* " In the last of the times," in the last

epoch of the world's history ; or " at the end of the times " (ia-xaTov

being taken as neuter and substantival, as in the phrase cV ia-xdrov

Twv rjfxepioVf Heb. i. 2).

81' fifjias. The purport of this verse is still further to deepen the

reader's sense of the need of holiness and godly fear. Not only is

the blood precious, but the sacrifice of Christ was purposed by God
before creation, and all for you.

21. Tous 81* auTou TrioTo6s €is 0601'. nio-T€vovTa9 is supported by
the authority of K C K L P, a number of other MSS., and the Syriac

Versions ; but the great textual critics prefer Trttn-ov?, the reading of

A B, a good cursive, and the Vulgate, on the ground that ttio-tcv-

ovras is an obvious correction designed to get rid of the otherwise

unexampled phrase irtoTovs ds ©eov. IIio-to? in the active sense

( = believing) is rare even in the New Testament, and except in

this passage is always used absolutely. See Dr. Hort's elaborate

note. Nevertheless cis is used after tticttcvw, and there is no
obvious reason why ttuttos in the active sense should not be
followed by the same preposition. We must translate "who
through Him do believe in God." No other meaning will suit the

context, and cts after ttictto? in its passive meaning ( = trusted,

trustworthy) appears to be not only unexampled, but impossible.

For Sl avTov cf. Acts iii. 16, 17 Trtcrn? 17 St avTov (the words of St.

Peter). Above, ver. 8, Christ is Himself the immediate object of

Faith; here by Him, by the historical Christ, Bi dmo-Tao-ccos ck

v€Kpu>v (ver. 3), by the TraOrjfjuiTa and So^at (ver. 11), in a word, by
the gospel, we come to believe in God, who raised Him from the

dead and gave Him glory. It is to be observed that here the

brethren believe in God, not because the Son has revealed the

Father (Matt. xi. 27), but because the Father has revealed the Son.

The two propositions are reciprocal and interchangeable ; hence it

is clear that we believe in God through Christ not in the same
sense as that in which we believe through Apollos or Paul, who
were SiaKovot (i Cor. iii. 5). Here, again, it is impossible to say

whether St. Peter is addressing himself to jews or to Gentiles ; the

peculiar attribute ascribed to God was equally new to both.

Toi/ eyeipan-a . . . 8o|a>'. The Resurrection and Exaltation are

appealed to just as in St. Peter's speech on Pentecost, and indeed
in the Book of Acts throughout. Here the Resurrection is a

revelation of God and His abounding mercy ; it is also the means
(or one means) of the dvay€vvrj€rL<s (ver. 3), and gives efficacy to

Baptism (iii. 21). But there is no trace in our Epistle of the

favourite Pauline thought that the Christian is risen with Christ or
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has died with Christ. The substance of St. Peter's teaching is the
same, but the expression is not.

God gave Jesus Christ glory in the eyes of unbelievers (Acts
iii. 13) and of the Church, bestowing upon Him of grace ^'' the

Name which is above every name " (Phil. ii. 9 ; see Lightfoot's

note). Cf. Apoc. i. 17, 18. Thus we can understand John xvii. 5.

Si^y^ TTjK TTio-TiK ujjLoij' Kal IXTTiSa eti'at cts Ocok. " So that your
faith and hope is towards God." Faith in Christ (ver. 8) is also

faith in God, who gave Christ glory, whose mercy is the ultimate

source of the resurrection, the regeneration, and the gospel gener-
ally. Kiihl, with a number of German commentators, translates

"so that your faith is also hope towards God." In this way we
should get the sense " so that your faith is transformed into hope,"
and thus escape the apparent tautology between Trtorrovs €ts ©eoV,

TTLo-Tw ets 0€ov. There is no other substantial argument in favour
of this artificial rendering (it is rightly rejected by Dr. Hort).
Tautology is a characteristic of St Peter's style ; see Introduction,

p. 6. Further, faith and hope are so closely connected in St
Peter's mind that they are merely two aspects of the same thing

;

the one involves the other so completely that it is difficult to see
how he could say that the one becomes the other.

At this point ends what we may call the doctrinal section of the
Epistle. St Peter has been explaining the three Names, their

three attributes, and their several relations. Here he passes to the
practical Christian life, catching up and expounding the words
dyiaa-fxo^f avayevvoiv. The word suggests the thought, doctrine

and exhortation are blended in easy natural flow, and there are

constant recurrences and developments of ideas already expressed.

22, 23. 'Hyi'tKOTes carries us back to vers. 2, 15; vTraKorj to

vers. 2, 14 ; the following dvaycyew^/xevot to ver. 3 ; but something
new is added to each word. The order of conception seems to be
truth, regeneration, obedience, purity, love of the brethren. Truth
is explained by the words 8ta Xoyov t,^vTo<i 0€ot) /cat fxevovro^. It is

the word uttered by the Spirit of Christ through the prophets
(vers. 10-12); through this truth comes the New Birth. The
Truth must be obeyed, carried out in action as a law even before

we understand it, in order that we may understand it (as in John
vii. 17); see note on ver. 2. Obedience leads to purity of soul.

'Ayj/o9 in classical Greek is mainly a moral word {sanctus not sacer
;

but these, like ayto?, ayi/09, are connected in etymology) ; it is used
especially of virginity ; but the verb is generally used of ceremonial
purification. In the New Testament dyi/os always has the moral
sense ; dyvi^eii/ is used of ceremonial cleansing in John xi. 55 and
Acts xxi. 24, 26, xxiv. 18, but in Jas. iv. 8, i John iii. 3, as

here, of spiritual cleansing. We may compare the phrase dyia^av

iv d\r]0€La, John xvii. 17, 19. Purity from evil inclinations, especi-
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ally from rancour and malice, leads to love of the brethren (not
" brotherly love "). The word </)tAa8cA<^ia in secular Greek and in

4 Mace. xiii. 21, 23, 26, xiv. i, means the mutual love of brothers

by birth ; but in 2 Mace. xv. 14 Jeremiah is called 6 c^iXaScAi^os

oi^ros because of his love for all Jews (Hort). In the New Testa-

ment it is used (Rom. xii. 10; i Thess. iv. 9; Heb. xiii. i ; 2 Pet.

i. 7) in what is really a new sense, of love for those who are

brethren by virtue of the avayevvrjcn^. Love of the Christian

brotherhood must be (i) ai/vTroK/otros (Rom. xii. 9; 2 Cor. vi. 6),

not affected, Pharisaic, formal, mechanical, but sincere and from
the heart. (2) cktcvi}?, "fervent"; the word seems to convey the

idea of straining intensity, but some regard it as meaning " steady,"
" unintermittent." The adverb iKrevws occurs only in later Greek,
and was regarded as a vulgarism ; see Lobeck's Phrynichus^ p. 311;
Dr. Rutherford, New Phrynichus^ p. 365, thinks that even the

adjective is not Attic.

oTTopd is fixed to the sense of *' seed " {semen not satid) by the

epithets. Many modern German commentators and Alford under-

stand the meaning to be " born again not of a human father " (cf

John i. 13, iii. 4); but a better explanation is found in the parable

of the Sower ; cf. Luke viii. 11,0 (nropos icrrlv 6 Xoyos tov 0€ov.

In 8ia Xoyou 0eoO ^wi'tos Kal ^livovros the article is again omitted.

The epithets are best taken with \6yov. As \6yov is antithetical to

cTTopas, so are ^wvtos kol jxivovros to ov <fi6apTrjs aXXa a<f)6dpTov ; again

we have Xoyos ^wv in Heb. iv. 12, and iXirU ^w<ra in ver. 3 above

;

and finally Xoyov fxivovros is caught up and illustrated by the words
TO Be prjixa KvpLov /xivcL in the following quotation. This is the con-
struction adopted by A.V., R.V. (text), Alford, Kiihl, von Soden,
and most modern commentators. Dr. Hort follows the Vulgate
and many, especially of the older scholars, in coupling the epithet

with ®eov (cf. Dan. vi. 26, avros ydp iariv ©eos fiivo)V kol t,<i)v ct?

yevca? ycvcwv Iws tov attuvos). Aoyos is identified by St. Peter
himself with prjixa, and this again with the gospel which his readers

had heard (to evayyeXicrOkv CIS vfias I cf. Slo. tCjv evayycXto-a/xeVwi/

vfiaSf ver. 1 2 above), virtually with the iraOijfjiaTa Kal So^ai.

24. SioTi is used by St. Peter to introduce quotations from the

Old Testament, i. 16, ii. 6, and here. In iii. 10 Wp is used
(Hort).

irao-a adpt From Isa. xl. 6-8. St. Peter departs from the LXX.
in omitting w? before x^pTos, and in substituting avT^s for dvOpw-rrov

and KvpLov for tov ©eov 17/^(01/, but follows it in omitting two clauses

of the Hebrew (" because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it

;

surely the people is grass ") after cleVca-cv. Dr. Hort observes that

St. Peter possibly found all these changes already made in the text

of the LXX. which he used.

ii-qpdvBin and cg^-ircac are gnomic aorists which may be rendered
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in English by the present. Dr. Hort illustrates the avOos xoprov by
reference to Sinai and Palestine^ p. 139, where Dean Stanley de-

scribes the blazing scarlet of anemones, tulips, and poppies among
the thin, shortlived grass of spring in the Levant, and points out

the fine comparison of this 8o^a of nature to the " conversation

"

inherited by the Greeks from their fathers, which, " vain " as it was,

was also so brilliant and attractive. But the main point of the

quotation is the contrast between the shortness of earthly beauty

and the eternity of the word of God. St. James manifestly alludes

to this passage of Isaiah (i. 10, 11) in a different context; he is

disparaging wealth, and omits all reference to the word of God. If

there is any literary connexion here between the two Epistles, the

right of priority seems to belong to St. Peter, who introduces the

quotation with far greater ease, appropriateness, and power. See

note on SoKifiiov, ver. 7 above.

25. Kupiou stands, as already observed, for the rov ®€ov rifjMnr of

the LXX. and Hebrew. Dr. Hort observes that " KvpCov without

the article must be taken, as in most cases, for Jehovah, the God of

Israel, our God." But the noticeable point is that in a matter of

such grave import there should be any exceptions at all : and the

fact seems to be that if we exclude direct quotations from the Old
Testament, and such phrases as ayycXos, <^wvij, x^tp, Trv^vfia Kvpt'ov,

which are taken from the Old Testament and stereotyped by usage,

it is hardly possible in the New Testament to make any distinction

between Kv/oios and 6 Kvptos. Even in the Old Testament 6 Kvptos

stands not infrequently for Jehovah (passages quoted Matt. xxii. 44 ;

Lukeii. 23 ; Acts ii. 25) ; and in the New Testament Kvpio?, without

the article, is constantly used of Christ (Luke ii. 11; Acts x. 36

;

in Rom. xiv. 5-9 Kvptio and tw Kvpta> are used quite indifferently

;

xvi. 2 sqq., iv Kvpita, this is a common phrase; i Cor. vii. 17-33,

X. 21, 22, xvi. 11; 2 Cor. iii. 16-18; Phil. iii. 20; 2 Thess. i.

I, 2, 12). We have seen that in St. Peter's view the Spirit of Christ

was in the prophets, and it is not possible to say that in the present

passage he intends to draw any absolute distinction between Kvpiov

and XptoTTov.

CIS fifJias.
" Unto you," is equivalent to vfuvy as in ver. 4 above.

Dr. Hort would give the preposition its sense of motion, " which

was preached (reaching even) to you." The R.V. translates, "And
this is the word of good tidings which was preached unto you " ; and
it should not be forgotten that in the times of the apostle cvayycXtov

still preserved distinctly the meaning of "good spell" or tidings,

which we are so apt to forget when we use the abbreviated

" gospel."

II. 1. Here begins a new passage of exhortation suggested by

the word avayeyewrjfxivoL. It extends to the end of ver. 10.

diroO^jiccoi o3v. " Therefore," since ye are born again, since ye
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have become babes, lay aside all kinds of wickedness,* and desire

thie milk which Christ will give you. Milk . causes growth ; the

growth will. lit them for their place in the spiritual house, the royal

priesthood. Here again the Christian is addressed as member of a

corporation.' 'AvoOeaOaL is to be taken rather in the sense of cleans-

ing defilements (iii. '21, ov (rapKb<; d7r60(a-L<i pvVou) than in that of

putting off clothing (as in Rom. xiii. 12; Eph. iv. '22; Col. iii.

5 sqq.). The sins named are such as are specially destructive of

(faXaSiXcfiia. KaKia in the classics means either vice generally, as

opposed to dperi^y or specially cowardice. Suicer distinguishes three

ecclesiastical uses of the.word : (i) Evil, misery^ trouble ; Matt. vi.

345- dpK€Tov rjj rjiJi^pa rj KaKta avTrj<;. (2) Vice ; the word is com-
monly so" used by the Fathers, and Theophylact gives it this sense

in Rom. i. 29 {ad -Rom, chap, iii.) ; but it is. very doubtful whether

he is right. (3) Malice ; i Cor. xiv. 20, t^ KaKia i/ryTria^cre, where

Theophylact notes .vr)Tn(x^€i rrj KaKia 6 firjhiva KaKOTTOioiv aXK wcnrep

vYjiTLov dK(x.Ko<;. Cf. Col. iii. 8 ; Tit. iii. 3. Dr. Hor't maintains

that in the Pauline Epistles KaKia always bears this sense. In the

present passage the A.V. has "malice," the R.V. "wickedness."

The addition of Trdaav, " every kind or form of," suits " wickedness "

better than the more determinate *' malice," and the same remark
applies to avv vda-rj KaKia, Eph. iv. 31. In ii. 16 below KaKia

seems clearly to mean "wickedness." Upon the whole it seems
best to regard KaKia as the general term which is defined by the

following special vices. In Jas. i. 21, Bib aTroOifxevoL Trda-av pvTrapiay

Kal 7r€ptqr&€iav KaKias, the general sense " wickedness " seems to suit

better. It may be observed that James appears to combine i Pet.

ii. I, iii: 21, so that here, too, he is more naturally regarded as the

borrower.

uTTOKpiacis. So S A C K L P, the Vulgate, Philoxenian Syriac, and
Armenian ; B, the Pcshito, Coptic, and Aethiopic have viroKpicnv^

For the sense see dwiroKpird^ above. St. Peter is probably thinking

of our Lord's denunciations of the Pharisaic hypocrisy, which was

strict in outward observances but cold at heart, setting its rules and
forms above charity. The plural may mean kinds of hypocrisy or

acts oi hypocrisy ; as dpcrat in classical Greek means " virtues" or
^* virtuous deeds."

Kc^raXaXids. " AH backbitings." The verb Kara\a\€iv is used

by Aristophanes, Rajiae^ 752, of a slave who " blabs " his master's

secrets ; it is quoted also from the lost F^pas, Bekker, Anecd. i. 102.

In later Greek it bears the sense of talking or railing against. "The
adjective KardXaXo? (Rom. i. 30) and substantive KaraXaXia (2. Cor.

xii. 5o) are found only in the New Testament.

2,^s dpTLyivvr\Ta ^pi^K). " As newborn bnbes." "*ApTiylvvTp-o<:

is a late. and rare word, replacing vcoyvo?. This is the only place

where fip€<f>'n is use4^figuratively,»'>37rtotbeihg commonly so used"
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(Hort). The simile, which is very appropriate for those who are

avaycyevvrjfievoij recalls Matt, xviii. 3. In St. Peter's view Christians

are always babes, and therefore also always recently born. This is

in substance the explanation of Dr. Hort and von Soden. Kiihl

insists that apTLyevv-qra must mean that the readers had been quite

recently converted, and finds in the word a confirmation of his view
that the readers of the Epistle did not belong to Churches founded
by St. Paul, and that the Epistle was written before Romans. But
this is too large a conclusion from so slender a premiss. Even if

the readers had been converted by St. Paul, their Christianity was
still young. But in respect of Eternity, as von Soden well says, the

beginning of the new life must always seem a thing of yesterday.

€Trnro0iio-aT6 . . . awTTjpiai'. " Desire the sincere milk of the

word that ye may grow thereby" (A.V.). " Long for the spiritual

milk, which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salva-

tion" (R.V.). The words eis o-coTrypiW are undoubtedly genuine

;

see Tischendorfs note. Aoyt/cov ydXa is understood by the great

majority of commentators, as by the A.V., to mean *' milk of the

word," on the grounds that St. Peter is recalling the Xoyos of i. 23
(just as in aSoXov he recalls the SoXov of the preceding verse), and
that \6yos in the New Testament always means " word." Of those

who thus translate the phrase, some regard " milk of the word " as

meaning " the milk which is the word " (" /ac uerbi est periphrasis

iterbi ipsius^^ Bengel) ; others, " the milk which is contained in the

word," that is to say, specially Christ (so Kiihl, Weiss, Keil, von
Soden). This latter point seems unimportant, if we consider what
St. Peter has said touching the relation of Christ to Scripture.

Dr. Hort insists that XoytKos in the Stoic writers (even in Aris-

totle ; see Bonitz, Index), in later Greek, and commonly in Philo,

means rational, and can mean nothing else ; further, that in Rom.
xii. I (the only other passage in the Greek Bible where the word is

found) it bears this sense, and that Eusebius uses the word with the

same meaning. It may be observed, however, that St. Paul does

not use the phrase XoyiKov ydXa, and that his XoyiKrj karpeia corre-

sponds to St. Peter's TrvevfiariKas Ova-la's ; that the usage of St. Paul can

never be compared with that of St. Peter without great caution and
reserve ; that Aoyo?, in the sense of the word of God, or scripture, is

unknown to secular Greek ; and that XoyiKos, " belonging to the

word," is at any rate strictly analogous to Xoyt/co?, " belonging to the

human reason." Finally, as it is certainly the habit of St. Peter to

pick up and repeat his words, it would seem that the balance of

argument is in favour of the translation of the A.V. "ASoXos does

not mean "unadulterated," nor exactly " veracious," as in Aesch.

Ag. g^y xpifiaros ayvov fxaXaKois Sl86X.ol(tl Trapr/yoptat?, but "guileless,"

as the pattern of sincerity, and as forbidding all 8dAos, cf. ii. 22.

FaAa is probably a reminiscence of Isa. Iv. i ; if so, there is an
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additional reason for taking XoytKov as above. In any case the

word is suggested to St. Peter quite simply by dvaycycwrj/xivoL and

^p€<l>r}. The passage marks better than any other the difference

between St. Peter, the Epistle to the Hebrews, and St. Paul. In

St. Peter's eyes the Christian is always a babe, always in need of

mother's milk, always growing, not to perfection, but to deliverance.

In Heb. v. 1 2, vl 2, milk is the catechism, the rudiments of the

faith, including repentance, faith, baptisms, laying on of hands,

resurrection, judgment, and is contrasted with " the solid meat " of

the perfect, who have a formed character (8ta ttjv l^tv), can judge for

themselves, and do not need a guide. This is an adaptation of the

teaching of Philo (de migr. Abr, 9 (i. 443), Ir^po^ vtjttlwv kol hepoq

TeXiLwv xCi)p6<i IcTTiv : 6 (i. 440), €v ravrrj rrj X^P? '^^^ yevos €(ttl(tol to

avTOfxaOiSf TO avToScSaKTOv, to vqiriwi koX yaXaKTtiihov^ Tpo(f>rj^ dfX€TOxov)

:

but Philo probably borrowed it from the Stoics ; cf. Epictetus, ii.

16. 39, ov OiXiis ^817, (OS TO, TraiSta, aTroyaXaKTLO-OrjvaL /cat aimaOat
Tpo<f)rjs cTTcpccoTcpas ; It takes up the old philosophic distinction

between the /3los irpaKxiKos and OeoyprjTiKoSj and regards the Christian

as moving up naturally and properly through instruction, obedi-

ence, law, discipline, into knowledge and freedom. This was the

view adopted by Clement of Alexandria and Origen, and indeed by
the whole of the later Church. It represents a via media between

St. Peter and St. Paul. The latter draws the same distinction as

Hebrews between yaXa and /Spw/ta (i Cor. iii. i, 2), but regards the
" babes in Christ " as ov irvev/x-artKot, crap/civot, or a-apKLKoC. Here also

the distinction is probably based, if not on Philo, on some cognate

Rabbinical teaching. St. Paul is vexed with "the babe," who is in

fact the weaker brother, the formalist, and needs not to be carried

further along the same line, but to be put upon a different line.

Neither to St. Paul nor to Hebrews is " milk " the biblical milk of

Isaiah, nor is " the babe " the little child of the Gospels. St Peter

not only differs from them both, but he differs as being more
scriptural and evangelical. This point, which is in many ways of

the gravest importance, has not received the attention it deserves.

3. €l iy€v(Ta<rB€ on xP1<"'os ^ Kupios. " If ye have tasted that

the Lord is good." " Milk " suggests a quotation from Ps. xxxiii.

(xxxiv.) 9, yevaraa-Oe kol tScrc otl xP^o"tos 6 Kvpios. The words kol

ISere are omitted as not quite suiting the milk. A. V., R.V. translate

" that the Lord is gracious," but we need an adjective that will suit

the figure of speech. " In the Psalm 6 Kvptos stands for Jehovah,

as it very often does, the LXX. inserting and omitting the article

with Kvpios on no apparent principle. On the other hand, the next

verse shows St. Peter to have used 6 Kvpio<; in its commonest, though
not universal, N.T. sense of Christ. It would be rash, however, to

conclude that he meant to identity Jehovah with Christ. No such

identification can be clearly made out in the N.T." (Hort). But
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the point, as already observed, is that the writers of the New
Testament take no trouble to guard their readers against misappre-

hension on a subject of such consequence.

4. TTpos ov irpoaepxofiiet'oi. " Coming unto whom." The phrase is

suggested, as Dr. Hort thinks, by ver. 6 of the Psalm just quoted,

7rpo<rcA^aT€ Trpo? avrov /cat <f)oiTLcr6rjT€. Indeed the whole Psalm was
present to St. Peter's mind throughout the Epistle; cf. ver. lo,

ff)ofti^Or]Te Tov K.vpiov irdvTes ot ayiot avroVf with i. 15-17; ver. 5,

CK iraarwv t<ov trapoiKitav fxov ippvcraro fxe, with i. 17 ; vers. 13—17 are

quoted below, iii. 10-12 ; in ver. 23 we have the word Avrpwo-erai,

and ver. 20, TroWat at 6Xti}/€L<s twv 8tKata>v, /cat CK Tractov avrfov

pv(T€TaL avTov<^ 6 Kvptos, gives in little the main theme of the Epistle.

The present participle is used because stones keep coming one after

another ; but it may, as Kiihl thinks, denote the perpetual lifelong

drawing nigh of the soul to its Redeemer. The idea of stones

"coming" is not very natural, and it is therefore all the more
probable that Hermas was influenced by St. Peter when he speaks

of stones "coming up" (dva^atVetv) to be built into the tower

{Sim. ix. 3. 4).

\iBov l^wi'Ta. "A living stone." Cf. IXTriSa ^wa-av, i. 3 ; Xoyos ^wv^

i. 23 ; the phrase means much more than "an animated stone":

that "lives" in St. Peter's sense which is spiritual, divine, eternal.

The apostle here brings in a new metaphor, the stones, the house,

in order to reiterate with fresh force the necessity of holiness ; the

keyword is the ayiov of ver. 5, But he has already in view the

quotations which he is about to introduce in ver. 6 sqq. The
word \iOo<ij once used, draws him on to say more about it. This

artless conversational method is highly original; and it will be
observed that the hints or suggestions which guide the thought are

usually words or phrases of Scripture. This is a consideration

which ought to be allowed weight in discussing the relation between
vers. 6-8 and the parallel passage in Romans.

5. Kal auToi . . . irkcuiAaTiK^s. " Be ye also as living stones built

up a spiritual house."

It seems best to take olKoBo/xcta-Oe as imperative, the last link of

the chain of imperatives extending from i. 13 onwards. Dr. Hort
regards it as indicative, and translates "ye are being builded."

Here again St. Peter keeps distinctly in view the corporate idea of

the Christian life ; the house or temple is the community as in

Eph. ii. 21, 22, not the individual soul as in i Cor. iii. t6, vi. 19.

The word oIko<5 is used here probably because it means both

"house" and "household," and thus suits both the preceding

olKohofieL<r$€ and the following Updrevfia, IIvcv/taTiKo?, "spiritual,"

"immaterial," or perhaps "reasonable." Philo has the adjective

wvevp^aTLKos {de mundi opificio 22, i. 15). In his psychology

iri/eu/io, the breath of life, which makes the animal souJ "Hyc"
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(Gen. 11. 7), IS synonymous with the Greek vovs {guod detur potiori

insid. 22, i. 207. See Siegfried, p. 240, and Hatch, Essays in

Biblical Greek^ p. 126).

€is Updreufia £7101/. "To be a holy priesthood." The A.V.
follows K L P, the Vulgate, and Peshito in omitting et?. Here again

St. Peter is looking forward to a passage of Scripture which he
means to quote more precisely ; in Ex. xix. 6, aytov is the epithet

of e^vos not of Updrev/xa. The living stones, when they are built

into the house, become also the body of priests who minister in the

house, and the priests must be holy. The word aytos is repeated

here with emphasis from i. 15, and resumes all that has been said

from that point.

di'ei'eYKai . . . XpiaroO. " To offer up spiritual sacrifices accept-

able to God through Jesus Christ." *Ava<^epciv is thus used, not in

classical Greek, nor by St. Paul, but commonly in the LXX. (e.g. Gen.
xxii. 2, 13, of the sacrifice of Isaac), by James (ii. 21), and in Heb.
(vii. 28, xiii. 15). St. Peter does not define the sacrifices further

than by saying that they are spiritual, as befits the spiritual house
and the holy priesthood. The epithet irveufiaTLKas distinguishes

them from the offerings of the Law; they are not shadows and
symbols, but realities, such as spirit offers to spirit, and a holy priest-

hood to a holy God. It would, however, be pressing the word too

far to regard it as excluding all connexion with material objects ; for

a gift of money is spoken of as a Ovarca (Phil. iv. 8 ; of. Acts x. 4 ;

Heb. xiii. 1 6). Purely spiritual acts of self-dedication, praise, faith,

are also spoken of as sacrifices (Rom. xii. i ; Phil. ii. 17; Eph. v.

1,2); and no doubt no sacrifice is irviv^aTiKri without the act of self-

surrender. Here, where the sacrifices are those of the community,
it seems impossible so to restrict them as to make them merely

another name for c^tXaSeXj^ta, or for the putting away of all malice

or wickedness. The praise and prayers of the assembly of brethren

are no doubt meant, but their gifts are not excluded.

cutrpoaS^KTous 0€w 8icl 'iTjaou XpioroG. " Acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ." " EvTrpoVScKTos is not used in the LXX. or

Apocrypha (the simple Scktos being preferred in this sense), but

it was known to Greek religion (Schol. on Arist. Pax, 1054),
and also to ordinary Greek language (Plutarch, Fraec. Ger, Reip.

801 O" (Hort). Commentators appear to be very evenly divided

on the question whether 8ta is to be taken with aveveyKai or with

€V7rpoor8cKTovs. Heb. xiii. 15 favours the former construction; the

order of words, the latter. There is a difference in the sense. In
the former case we offer through Jesus spiritual sacrifices which
are acceptable because spiritual ; in the second, we offer spiritual

sacrifices, which are acceptable because offered through Him,
deriving all their worth from Him who presents them to God, and
with whose one sacrifice they are bound up.

9



I30 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER

6. SioTi -aepUxei iv YP»'l>fi' "Because it contains in Scripture.*

Vpa<f>t] drops the article here just as " Scripture " does in EngUsh.
UcpUx^i'V is absolute and impersonal, as in Josephus, Ant. xi. 4. 7,

ftovXofJiai ytveadaL iravra KaOm iv avrrj Trepicxet. The same USe of the

word is found in Origen and in Adamantius (see Hort). In other

passages, though the verb has ceased to be transitive, it is followed

by an adverb or adverbial phrase ; thus we find iTna-ToXal TrepUxova-i

Tov rpoirov tovtov^ Josephus, Ant. xii. 4. 11 ; €7r«rroXas 7re/Dt€;(oi;(ras

ovTO)?, 2 Mace. ix. 18, xi. 22. nepto;^^; is used for a table of

contents or summary of a book (see Facciolati, Periochd), or for a
paragraph or passage, Cic. ad Att. xiii. 25. 3; Acts viii. 32.

In the passage which follows we have a cento of quotations

from the Old Testament. 'iSov rt^r^/xt . . . KaTaLaxwOfj is from Isa.

xxviii. 16; XlOos . . . ywvias from Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) 22; XiOos . . .

a-KavSdXov from Isa. viii. 14; yeVos IkX^ktov from Isa. xliii. 20;
ySacrtXetoi/ Updr^vixa, Wvos aytov from Ex. xix, 6 ; Xaos ets TrepnroL-qcriv

. , . iiayyeiXrp'f from Isa. xliii. 20 (Xaov fiov ov TreptCTrotrycra/xryv ras

d/)€Tas /Aov 8ir}y€i(T6ai). 01 ttotc ov \a6<s . • • iXerjOevres is a clause

made up of phrases taken from Hos. i. ii.

The relation between i Pet. ii. 6-8 and Rom. ix. 33 is discussed

in the Introduction, p. 18 sqq. St. Peter is catching up, reiterating,

justifying from Scripture, words which he has used immediately

before, in vers. 4 and 5 ; but some of them have been present in

his thoughts from the first ; thus cKXeKTo?, i. i ; ti/xt;, Ttju-tos, i. 7,

19 ; aytos, i. 15 ; Xoyo9, i. 23, ii. 2 ; and we may add ov Xaos com-
pared with dvaycyewT/ftcVoi, i. 23. The passage which occurred to

him first was Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) 22, from which comes the

drroBiSoKiiJiaa-fievov of ver. 4; this word Started the train of asso-

ciation which suggested the other quotations. This particular

quotation is used elsewhere by St. Peter, Acts iv. 11, and in the

Gospels (Luke xx. 17 with parallels), but nowhere else. These
features seem to be strongly in favour of St. Peter's originality here ;

but Dr. Hort and many other high authorities think it morally

certain that St. Peter borrowed the common part of his quotation

from St. Paul.

180U, Ti6T]fjit . . . Karaiaxuv^fj. " Behold, I lay in Sion a chief

corner stone, elect, honoured; and he that believeth on him
shall not be put to shame." The LXX. version of Isa. xxviii. 16 is

iSov cyo) ifJLJSdXXoy ets to, OcfiiXLa 2icbi/ XiOov TroXymXr) c/cA-cktov

aKpoywvtatov evri/JLoVj €15 toi OefjiiXia avTT]<s kol 6 Triorevtov ov /nrj

KaraicrxyvOy, St. Peter omits TroXvr€Xrj, "precious"; cvti/xov might

bear the same meaning, but he clearly takes it to mean "held in

honour," which is the more usual sense of the word.

cV auTw after Triarevoiv is found in most MSS. of the LXX., and
was inserted, as Dr. Hort thinks, before the Christian era. The
Hebrew text as translated by the R.V. is " Behold, I lay in Zion for
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a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone of

sure foundation : he that believeth shall not make haste." The
Stone is Jehovah Himself (Cheyne), or the Messianic King (Hort).

"Shall not make haste," shall not flee in terror, is not in itself

badly represented by ov fxr) KaraiaxwOrj : but these words are here

understood, " shall not be ashamed, but shall come to honour."

*AKpoyiovLa2ov makes of the stone not a foundation, but the " head
of the corner " ; and this mistranslation probably accounts for the

substitution of tIOt^ixi lu for ifi^aXku) eU ra defxiXta. In Rom. ix.

33, iSovj tlOtj/xl iv 2ta)i/ XiOov Trpoo-Ko/x/xaros, a different but equally

cogent reason can be assigned for the same substitution ; it was not

possible for St. Paul to speak of " the stone of stumbling," a loose

stone lying in the road, as a foundation. Both apostles there-

fore may have made the same change independently, but it is

quite ijossible that they found it already made in some common
source.

nifTTeueiv here has quite the same sense as in Isaiah. St. Paul
finds in it a proof of the difference between the righteousness of

faith and that of works.

7. o^lv ouv "q TifjLT) Tois iTiCTTcuouo-ti'. "For you thercforc which be-

lieve is the honour." The words are an explanation of 6 Trto-Tci'wv

€ir' avTtS ov jxr] KaraLO-xwOfj and of the preceding e-VTifiov, Cf. i. 7,

€ts cTraivov kol So^av kol tl/jl-^v. In the following sentence the con-

trasted dishonour is explained by irpocrKOTnova-i, the honour itself by
the lofty titles which are given to those who are built upon the

stone. The translation of the A.V. " unto you therefore which
believe he is precious " (it comes from Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, and
Bengel, and found its way into the English Bible through Tyndale),

is objectionable grammatically, for 17 ti/mt/ is subject not predicate.

The R.V. has, "For you therefore which believe is the precious-

ness." " It is you that are concerned in the preciousness of which
Isaiah speaks ; for you that stone is before God of great price ; the

benefit of its high prerogatives accrue to you " (Hort). But this ex-

planation is based upon the omitted ttoAvtcX^, assigns no meaning
to 6 TTttrTevwv iir avrw ov fxri Karawrp^w^^, and gives tO ti/ai; a sense

which it cannot bear. Tt/x?; means " a price " (Matt, xxvii. 6), or
" honour," but is hardly used of intrinsic worth, and never of tiiat

value in affection which we call "preciousness."

dTTiaToCcn 8^. " But to such as disbelieve," " to anybody who
disbelieves." The article is occasionally omitted before the
participle when the persons denoted are left quite indeterminate.

So Plato, Mep. X. 595 C, iroXXa tol o^vnpov ^XiTrovTOiv afi/3XvT€pov

opoivTcs irpoTcpov etSov, " short-sighted men often catch sight of
things before men of keener vision."

\i0os . . . Ywi'ias. From Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) 22 quite literally

except that the LXX. has Xl6ov (attracted to the case of 6v), The
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verse is quoted by our Saviour (Matt. xxi. 42 ; Mark xii. 10; Luke
XX. 17), and by St. Peter (Acts iv. 11), but not elsewhere.

XtOos TrpoaK<5jXfjiaTos Kat irerpa <rKai/8dXou is from Isa. viii. 14.

The Hebrew text is translated in the R.V. " for a stone of stumbling

and for a rock of offence." "The LXX. translators apparently

shrank from the plain sense, and boldly substituted a loose para-

phrase containing a negative which inverts Isaiah's drift, Kat ovx ws

XlOov 7rpo(TK6fXfw.TL (rvvavTr)cr€(T$€ (avTw) ouSe ws irerpas irrwfxaTL
"

(Hort). Theodotion and Symmachus have ets XWov Tr/ooo-Ko/x/xaros

Kat CIS irirpav Trrco/xaro?. Aquila, cts XCOov TrpocrKOfXfJLaTos Kat cis

a-repeov (TKavSdXov (Field's Hexapld), St. Paul (Rom. ix. 33), \.iOov

TrpoarKOfjLixaTO^ kol Trirpav (TKOvhaXov, It WOuld Seem that the LXX.
translation was known to be faulty, and that it had been corrected

into a shape very similar to that given by St. Peter and St. Paul.

Indeed there is reason for supposing that the exact shape was
in use. At^os 7rpo(TK6jXfxaTo<s is given by Aquila, and Trerpa aKavBaXov

seems to underlie the words of our Saviour (Matt. xvi. 23), 6 8k

crTpacf>€l<s ctTre tw nerpw* "YTraye oTrtVcu /xov, '^arava- cTKavSaXov ct ifiov.

At any rate this speech would very readily suggest to Christian

minds the slight final correction that was needed. It should be
noticed, moreover, that these three prophecies were naturally much
used by Christians, and that they recur in combination. In the

Gospels, Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) 22 is followed by words (ttSs 6 ttco-wv ctt*

cKctvov Tov \l6ov (Tvv6Xaa67J(TeTaLf Luke xx. 18) which appear to be

suggested by Isa. viii. 14. In Rom. ix. 33 and here in Peter we
have all three; and in Barnabas vi., cTret ws \lOo<s to-x^pos cVt^iy

€is (Twrpi^riv' *lhov i/x^aXu) els ra OefiiXia ^iwVj a quotation of Isa.

xxviii. 16 is preceded by words (iTcOr] eU <rvvTpiprjv) which seem to

be a reminiscence of TiOr^p^i iv Ilwv and of A.i^os TrpocrKopfiaTos. It

is therefore quite unnecessary to suppose that St. Peter's version of

Isaiah is derived from that of St. Paul,

8. 01 TrpocrKoiTTouCTt Tw Xoyu direiOourres. "Who stumble on the

word through disobedience." The proper meaning of ctTrct^cti/ is

"disobey," and of dTrct^oJs "disobedient." "Disobey" is not the

same thing as " disbelieve," but the two are closely connected and
here practically equivalent, because disobedience is the outward
expression of disbelief. Tw Adyw is better taken both with irpoa-KOTr-

Tovari and with dTrci^owTc?, but the German commentators generally

incline to take it with dTret^owrc? alone: "who stumble through

disobeying the word." The chief reason given by Kiihl for this

construction is that toJ Adyw could not without some explanation

be put for to) Xt^w, because such a substitution involves a nearer

approach to the Johannine use of "word" than we can find in

Peter. This, however, is needless refinement. The unbelievers

stumble on the word of prophecy, the word which makes Christ the

chief corner stone. The participle appears to have its usual adverbial
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force, they stumble " because they disobey," so that disobedience,

rebellion, causes the stumbling. We cannot take dTrei^owTcs as

co-ordinate with irpoo-KOTTTovo-i, " they stumble and disobey," because
of the parallelism with aTnaTova-L iyevi^Orj At^os irpocrKOfXfiaro's.

€is o Kal iTiBi\aav. " Whereunto also they were also appointed "

by the ordinance of God ; cf. cis o iriOrjv cyo> K7jpv$j 1 Tim. ii. 7

;

2 Tim. i. II
; John xv. 16; Acts xiii. 47. The antecedent to €is o

is the main verb irpoa-KOTtrova-L : this follows as a necessary conse-

quence from the subordination of the participle. Hence those who
(like Calvin and Beza) make the relative refer to dTrei^ovrrcs, and
those who find the antecedent in both 'n-poa-KOTrrovcn and dTrct^owrcs,

are no doubt mistaken. The sense, therefore, is " they disobey, and
for that reason stumble" ; "because they disobey, God ordains that

they shall stumble." Their disobedience is not ordained, the

penalty of their disobedience is. An illustration may be found
in the Book of Exodus (v. 2): "And Pharaoh said, Who is the

Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go ? I know not
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." Therefore "the Lord
hardened Pharaoh's heart " (vii. 3), and brought him to ruin. The
words may be taken as meaning that disbelief, disobedience, come
first and entail "hardening," judicial blindness, wilful rebellion, and
destruction as their consequence ; and this, which may be supported
from other passages of Scripture, and is, indeed, the teaching of

experience, appears to be the view of St. Peter. We may, if we
please, add the further question, Whence comes disbelief? Does
not this imply a preliminary hardening ? This question is raised by
St. Paul (Rom. ix. 17, 18) in the anguish of his desire to find some
hope for Israel as a people, and to vindicate what he still regarded
as a universal promise of God. But the question ought never to be
asked, because it can never receive an answer. The only logical

answers are Universalism and Reprobation, of which the former
contradicts both Scripture and experience, while the latter is irre-

concilable with the idea of God. The Platonic school held, the
Bible generally and St. Peter here imply, that man has, by virtue

of his divine creation, a certain knowledge of God, a certain love of
goodness ; that, if he holds fast and obeys this rudimentary faith,

he is carried forward towards fuller light; that, if he will not
follow, he becomes "hard," ignorant, impenitent, and openly
rebellious. The New Testament teaches that the remedy for

hardness is not instruction, which the hard man despises, nor
chastisement, against which he rebels, but the vicarious suffering

of Christ above all, and of good and innocent men in their several

places and functions, the priest for his people, the mother for her
child, the teacher for his pupils, and so on. This is the law which
we see at work in all the world, both physical and moral ; why it

should be the law we are not to inquire.
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9. ufActs hi . . , TrepnroiT|ai»'. " But ye are an elect race, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a peculiar possession." In
these words is explained the ti/xi; of ver. 7. All the titles are

corporate, and all are transferred from Israel to the brotherhood.

Israel has been purged, not rejected. TcVos e/cAcKTov is from
Isa. xliii. 20; the word yeVos denoting blood-relation is applied to

the Christians as members of one family through the new birth

;

cf. i. 23. From its use here possibly comes the expression rpCrov

ycvo9, applied to Christians (see Aristides, ^/^/. ii., rpia yevy elarlv

avOpwiroiV : XV., ol XptCTtavot yeveaXoyovvTai diro rov K.vpLOv ^Irjcov

XpLcrrov), The phrase was also used derisively by the heathen, as if

this " third race " was not wanted and ought not to exist, Tert
ad Nat, i. 8. 20. BacrtAciov iepdrevfiay eSvo^ dyiov are from Ex.
xix. 6. The same passage is referred to in Apoc. i. 6, hroi-qa-fy

rjpLd^ /SacriXctW, Upcts tw ©co) kol irarpX avTOv : v. I o, iTroLr}(Ta<5 avrov^

T(3 ©cw rjjjLcov ^acTiXciav koX lepct?, koI /SaaLXevcrovarLv cttI rrjs yyjs I here

there is a closer approximation to the Hebrew, which has " a kingdom
of priests," or possibly "a kingdom, priests" (see Dr. Hort's note).

It is barely possible that in the LXX. ^aa-CXuov is a substantive

( = kingdom), but in Peter it is certainly an adjective. 'Updnvfjia is

explained in ver. 5 ; the Christians are a body of Upct?, because

they offer spiritual sacrifices ; the UpaTevjua is royal because it

belongs to the King, who has chosen it as His own possession,

and because, therefore, it shares in His glory; not because the

lepcts are themselves kings, and shall reign upon earth (as in the

Apoc). The title is applied in Exodus to the people of Israel, who,
in a sense, were all Upct?, yet possessed a specially consecrated

body of lepcts. Here also, therefore, it affords no presumption
against the existence in the Christian community of a class of

spiritual officials. But the spiritual official is irpco-yS^Vcpo?, not iepev^,

"E^i/os is generally a secular word, but it is used of God's " nation "

(l Esdr. i. 4, Oepairevere to t6vo<i avrov 'lo-parJX : Ps. CV. (cvi.) 5). The
nation is dyiov because separated from other nations and consecrated

to the service of God {sacrum not sanctum). The consecration

implies an obligation to personal inward holiness, but does not

exclude the necessity of such an exhortation as we find in i. 15.

The following title is taken from Isa. xliii. 21, Xaov pov, ov TrepuiroLri-

o-dpiTjv Td<s dp€Td<i p,ov 8t>yyct(r^at, but the phrase €is ir^pnroi-qa'LV is

suggested by Mai. iii. 17. In Ex. xix. 5; Deut. vii. 6, xiv. 2,

xxvi. 18, we find A.aos TrcpiovVtos. The figure was familiar to St
Paul also (Acts xx. 28; Eph. i. 14).

v

oTTws Tcis dp^Td<i . . . <|>ws. "That ye may proclaim the excel-

lences of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous

light." *Ap€T?j in the Bible never signifies moral virtue, except in

Phil. iv. 8 (see Vincent's note) ; 2 Pet. i. 3, 5, and the Apocrypha.

Here 't is used in its proper Greek sense of any shining or eminent
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quality, such as makes a man noble in himself and glorious in the

eyes of others. The Hebrew word represented in Isaiah by ra? dpcra?

means " my praise." Here the sense is very nearly that of /xcyaAcia

Tov ©€ov (Acts ii. II, the Vulgate has magnalia Dei). The Christian

is to show forth in word and life, not merely the goodness of God,

but His glory, His greatness, all His noble attributes, wisdom,

justice, strength. In the current Greek of St. Peter's time the

miracles wrought by a god were called his dpcrat ; see Deissmann,

Bibehtudien, P- 9^5 Eng. trans, p. 95 ; but this special limitation of

the word must not be attributed to Isaiah, St. Peter, or their readers.

10. ot TroT€ ou Xaos . . . €X€T]0€Vt€s. Hos. ii. 23. St. Peter

appears to follow the reading of A, koli iXeT^aat rrfv ovk ^Xirjfxevrjv kol

iptZ T(3 ov Aao) iJLov Aao? fiov el crv. St. Paul, Rom. ix. 25, combines
Hos. ii. 23 with the second half of i. 10 and follows the text of B,

KaXicro) tov ov Xaov fiov \a6v /xov kol Trjv ovk rjyaTrtjixevrjv rjyaTrrjfjiivrjv.

Koi ecrraL iv tC) tottw ov ipprjOrj avTols' Ov Xaos /xov v/mcis, ckci kXtjOt^ctov-

Tttt viol 0€ov ^wvTo<s. St. Paul applies the words to the admission

of the Gentiles. Hosea was speaking of the conversion of the Jews
themselves, and St. Peter uses his phrases here in such a way that

they are equally applicable to all readers of the Epistle, whether

Jews or Gentiles. It is quite needless to suppose that he was here

following a lead given by Romans.
11. dyainfiToi . . . <|/uxt]9. Here we might say begins a fresh

exhortation, the former extending to this point from i. 22. But it

is extremely difficult to divide the Epistle into sections, or, if we
make a new section here, to say precisely where it ends. If we
regard the subject as being the duty of Christians in their several

positions and vocations, we may make the next break after iii. 7

;

but the same subject recurs iv. 7-1 1, and the duty of Presbyters

is treated later on, v. i sqq. It is better not to be too systematic.

"Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from

the desires of the flesh, which war against the soul." fc? BK and the

Vulgate read aTrix^a-OaL : A C L P, the Syriac, Coptic, and Aethiopic,

air€X€a-9€. The balance of authority rather inclines in favour of the

imperative, and is turned definitely in this direction by the absence

of v/xas and by the following exovre^. Dr. Hort, upon the whole,

prefers the infinitive, on the ground that St. Peter shows a very

strong preference for the aorist in imperatives ; but just below we
have three presents imperative.

The words "strangers and pilgrims" carry us back to 1. 1-17

;

there is still more instruction to be gathered from these words.

Here they suggest, not heaven from which the Christian is an exile,

but the lawless heathen among whom he dwells for a time. Yet,

because he dwells among them, he has a duty towards them ; they

are not kindly, yet they may become even as he.

iCvx\.v^% — qutppe quae^ introduces a reason, "abstain, for they
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war.*' *PLirlx^a-Oai imOvfjLLwv is a classical phrase. Dr. Hort quotes

Plato, PhaedOy 82 C, 01 opOcos <f)i\oaocfiovvT€<s airixovTai rdv Kara to

crtojaa iTnOvjXLiov airao-oiv. The ethical use of crdp$ in the Epistles

may have come from Epicurus (see Ritter and Preller, p. 424) and
the Stoics—EpictetUS, ii. 23. 20, TrapeXOovaa rjfXLv keyero), KpaTia-TOv

€LvaL Twv 6vT(Dv rr]v a-dpKa : Marcus Anton, ii. 2, rwv fikv crapKiiov

KaTa(f)p6vr](rov : Plutarch, Consolatio ad Apoll. 13 {Moralia^ 107 F),

TO -yap ahovXiJiTOV rfj a-apKL kol toTs ravT7]<s TrdOea-t Siaycti/, vcji' <av Kara-

o-TTto/xevo? 6 vovs T^s OvTjT^s dvaTTLfxirXaTaL ffiXvapia's, €v8aLfj,6v Ti Koi

fxaKapLov, But the question is complex. A large number of New
Testament words are found in Epictetus, Soy/^o, Kavwv, o-w^co-^at,

dTToXXvaOaij ajixtprdveiv, Krjpvcrcrciv { = to preach, iv. 6. 23), tois ivToXas

roG ©€ov (iv. 7. 17), KaXelv (of God, ii. i. 39), dirioTia (ii. 14. 8),

fjuipTvg (ii. 24. 113), ayycA-O? (iii. 22. 23), KvpL€ 6 ©eos (ii. 1 6. 13),

Kvpi€ iXiyjcrov (ii. 7. 12). The Stoics were closely connected with

the East ; one of their strongholds was Tarsus, and their vocabulary

may well have been modified by Jewish influence. It is possible

even to think that Epictetus had some acquaintance with Christian

terminology. New words and ideas spread quite as rapidly under

the Empire as they do now. But some Christian words come from

Stoicism, such as TrpoKoirrjj Phil. i. 25; KaTopdwjua, which some
MSS. have in Acts xxiv. 2 ; c^i?, Heb. v. 14 (though the Stoics

distinguished this word from Sta^eo-ts); 8tavoia, i Pet. i. 13; </)vo-ts

^eto, 2 Pet. i. 4. No doubt there was a certain amount of give and
take. In the present passage the seat of desire is the ordp^, which

St. Paul opposes to vovq (Rom. vii. 23) in the same way as Plutarch,

though he generally finds the antithesis in Trvevfxa. Here St. Peter

contrasts ardp^ with ij/vxvj the soul, the whole immaterial nature of

man; we may compare the phrase quoted by Antoninus from

Epictetus, ij/vxdpLov el jSacnd^ov v€Kp6v. " ^v^^ here, in opposition

to <rdpi, is the higher spiritual part of man, in which the higher

spiritual religious life develops itself, to which the final Deliverance

belongs (i. 9)," Kiihl. In iii. 18, St. Peter contrasts (rdp$ with

7rv€v/xa as flesh with spirit or ghost. See note there.

12. TT)»' di/aaTpo<|>Y)i' u^dv iv rots eOveaiv exorrcs KaXi^i*. "Hav-
ing your conversation honest among the Gentiles." A.V. KaAiJv

(which is marked as predicate by the position of the article)

is the Latin honestus^ gracious, dignified, commanding admiration.

Unfortunately the English honest has almost lost its original sense,

but we ought by all means to rescue it from further degradation.

Xvo. Iv w KaTaXaXoOo'i;' ujxuv 6s KaKOTToiwj'. " In order that

in that very matter in which they speak against you as evil-

doers." *Ek w, which must be taken with both KaraXaXov^w

and So^do-wo-i, cannot here be temporal, because So^daruicn is

future in sense, and must therefore be regarded as equivalent

to hf T<g dvaarp€<j>€(r6aL, Now they vilify your conduct (vilify
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you in your conduct); one day they will glorify God for it

(in it). Ka/coTTotos just below, ii. 14, and again in iv. 15, means
not merely an evil-doer in the general sense of a wicked man, but

one who does evil in such a way that he is liable to punishment
from the magistrate. Cf. John xviii. 30, el firj rjv ovtos KaKOTroco?,

ovK dv croL 7rap€S(!)Kaix€v avTov. The word, therefore, naturally

reminded the Tubingen critics of Suetonius, JVero, 16, "afflicti sup-

pliciis Christian! genus hominum superstitionis nouae ac maleficae "
;

Tac. Ann. xv. 44, " quos per flagitia inuisos uulgus Christianos appel-

labat " ; Pliny, £j>. x. 96, " flagitia cohaerentia nomini." We must
observe, however, that St. Peter does not hint at the existence of

those accusations of cannibalism and incest which were levelled

against the Christians in the second century, Eus. H.JE.w. i. 14, 26

;

and that the molestation of the brotherhood by their pagan neigh-

bours does not appear to have advanced substantially beyond
calumny (KaraXaXova-Lv). The state of things is that described in

Acts, and all that is said would apply very well to the persecution in

England of the early Quakers or Methodists. Then also there were
calumnies, tumults, and the law was invoked, not directly for the

punishment and suppression of religious opinion, but indirectly and
occasionally for the punishment of actions arising out of the opinion.

Calumnies of a very formidable kind would arise immediately in

that pagan society, which, with all its cultivation, was exceedingly

savage. Charges of " boycotting " or interference with trade (Acts

xvi. 16, xix. 23), of setting slaves against masters (Philemon),

children against parents, and wives against husbands, would be
made instantly ; that of disloyalty to Caesar in some vague and
general way was also immediate (John xix. 12) and inevitable.

Beyond this kind of calumny the language of St. Peter does not go.

Yet we cannot doubt that the viler accusations would instantly

occur to any pagan who heard of the new religion. Jews were
regarded as haters of the human race (Mayor's Notes on Juvenal,

xiv. 96 sqq.), and the Christians were a kind of Jews, only worse

(Celsus, True Word). Cicero charges Vatinius quite incidentally

and in the coolest way with sacrificing boys {in Vat. vi., " cum
puerorum extis Deos Manes mactare soleas "), and Horace {Epodes^

V.) makes the same charge against Canidia. What was a jest to the

light-hearted poet would be deadly earnest to the vulgar. Public

prostitution again was connected with many Eastern rites, even with

those of Cybele (Juvenal, ix. 22 sqq.), and accusations of this kind
would lie near at hand. It should not be forgotten that, in spite

of the fine language of the philosophers, the really popular religions

in Greece and Rome were forms of devil-worship, intimately blended
with magic in all its grades. Hence it is evident what the baser

sort of men might think and say about Christianity from the very

first From the way in which Cicero and Horace talk it is also
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evident that they might say the most abominable things without any
intention of putting Christians to death on this account. Yet we
can also understand that, where men are savage enough to entertain

such suspicions, they will sooner or later act upon them ; the mob
will cry out, and there will be a Nero.

eK Twk KoKSiv epywi' . . . e-irio-KOTr^s. " From your honest actions,

as they behold them, they may glorify God in the day of visitation "
:

€/c Tcov KaXcoj/ epyoiv cttotttcijoi/tcs (avra). The grammar is slightly

embarrassed by the introduction of a participle which requires a

construction different from that of the main verb. Cf. i. 8, cis

ov apTL fXT] 6piovT€<i (avTov) TTwrrevoi/Tc? Si, and in the classics, Hom.
//. vii. 303, S(i)K€ ^t^09 apyvpo-qXov ^vv koAcw T€ (fi€p<x)v : Soph. O. C,
oios vewpovi veoTTOKo) jxaXXio Xa/Swv : £/. 47, ayycAXc 8* op/cw

Trpoa-TiOcU : Arist. Aues. 56, XCOia koij/ov Aa/?(ov : Thuc. vi. 34, d tw
Ta)(yvavTovvTL Kovff>L(ravT€s 7rpo(rl3dX.OL€Lv : iii. 59, ^eto-ao-^at , , . olktio

(rix>cf>povL \a/36vTas : in all these places the object of the participle

must be supplied from an adverbial phrase (dative or preposition

with noun) attached to the main verb. 'ETroTTTcvoi/res (cf. iii. 2)

merely means beholding. The verb is used by Symmachus in his

version of Ps. ix. 35 (x. 14), xxxii. (xxxiii.) 13, but does not occur

in the LXX. In the vocabulary of the Greek mysteries the Epopt
was one who had reached the highest grade of initiation, and was
admitted to gaze upon the sacred things ; and Clement of Alexandria,

who is fond of mystic Neoplatonic terms, employs the phrase iir<yirr€v-

€Lv Tov ©eov {Strom, iv. 23. 152) ; but we must not attempt to apply

this non-biblical usage here. Von Soden, Kiihl, Weiss, Usteri,

Hort, observe with justice that in the words of St. Peter there is an
unmistakable echo of Matt. v. i6, ow-ws tSwo-tv v/awv to. koKo. epya, koX

SoidcTiixri TOV Trarepa v/xiov rov iv tois ovpavots. 'Ev rjjxipa cTrwr/coTr^s,

a current biblical phrase, from Isa. x. 33, dispenses with the articles.

God "visits" sometimes with comfort or deliverance (Ex. iii. 16;
I Sam. ii. 21 ; Job x. 12), sometimes to punish (Ex. xxxii. 34; Ps.

Iviii. (lix.) 6 ; Job xxix. 4), sometimes for the purpose of judicial

investigation (Ps. xvi. (xvii.) 3). In Luke xix. 44, ovk cyvws tov

Kaipov Trj<s cTTtcTKOTr^s arov, the sense appears to be this last
; Jerusa-

lem had not made herself ready for the coming, the " visitation," of

her judge. Indeed, this is the general idea which seems to underlie

all the passages referred to. God " visits " as judge, and rewards or

punishes as He finds occasion. The question here is whether St
Peter is speaking of the supreme and final visitation, in other words,

of the Day of Judgment, or of an intermediate visitation, when the

truth of the gospel is brought home to the heart, so that we might
express it in paraphrase " in the day of their conversion." Kiihl

and most modern commentators take the latter view, von Soden
and Schott the former, thus making -^fiipa iTTLcrKOTrrj^ refer to that

PLTroKaXvij/Ls which occupies so large a place in St. Peter's thoughts.
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This seems to be the better explanation. The sense is little dif-

ferent in either case ; the heathen could not be said to glorify God
in the Revelation, unless they had already been converted.

13. With the following sections compare Rom. xiii. 1-6 ; Eph.

V. 2i-vi. 9; Tit. ii. ; Col. iii. i8-iv. i. We need not suppose

that there was any direct borrowing on either side ; a few expres-

sions are very similar, but there are also considerable differences.

The topic is a missionary's commonplace, as we see from its repeti-

tion in the Pauline Epistles. There was great and obvious danger

of incurring the suspicion of disloyalty or of interference with the

family bond, especially in the case of slaves. All Christian

preachers must have received definite instructions as to the attitude

they were to maintain, and the language they were to employ on
these highly delicate questions.

13. irdau di'Opwirii'Tj KTiaei. "To every human institution."

Kxto-ts in Rom. i. 20 means " the act of creation " ; ibid. viii. 19-21,

the whole assemblage of created things, " creation " in the concrete

sense; ibid, viii. 39, "a creature." In secular Greek the word
usually signifies " the foundation of a city," but ktlCclv is used in the

sense of founding or instituting (iopr-qv or ^wfiov in Pindar), or

creating, inventing (xoXtrov, Soph. 0.0.^1 5). It is by this secular

use that we must explain St. Peter's phrase ; -n-aaa avOpoyTTLvr} Kxib-ts

is " every foundation," or " institution of man." If we attempt to

give KTLo-Ls the sense of " divine ordinance," we bring the substantive

into direct contradiction with its epithet, dvOpwTTLvr], which can only

mean " human." The idea involved is that, while order is a divine

command, all special forms of civil government by consuls or kings,

republican or monarchical, are mere means of carrying out God's
design for the welfare of society, depend upon the will of man, and
are in themselves indifferent. Both in expression and in point of

view St. Peter differs very widely here from St. Paul, who speaks of

Caesar as holding his authority from God, not from the people

(Rom. xiii. i). A doctrine of divine right could be built upon the

words of St. Paul, but not upon those of St. Peter. In the early

days of the Empire it was still seriously debated whether the

government was a Republic or a Monarchy (see Dion Cassius,

liii. 17). St. Peter takes the former view, St. Paul the latter.

8td Toi' KuptoK. " For the Lord's sake." Not because the Lord
ordained Caesar, but because the Lord's life was one of obedi-

ence, because He Himself showed respect to Pilate, and because

He commanded His people to obey. Matt. xxii. 21. Many com-
mentators (Hofmann, Keil, Usteri, von Soden) understand the

words to mean "so as not to bring dishonour on the name of

Christ " by unruly behaviour.

14. €iT€ PaaiXct (US uirepcxoin-i. " Whether to the King as above
all." Bao-iXcvs was the regular title for Caesar in the Greek-speaking
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parts of the Empire (cf. Apoc. xvii. 10-12), though the Romans
always refused to call him rex.

€iT€ '>]ycfi<5at»' ws 81' auToi) Tr€^iTO|x^i'bis. " Or to governours as

sent by him." " 'Hye/Awi/ was specially applied about this time to

governours of provinces, whether legati Augusti^ or proconsuls, or

anything else" (Hort). Xle/^Tro/AeVot? is present, because they are

sent one by one, from time to time (cf irpocrepxpfxevoi, ii. 4). They
are commissioned by Caesar, not by God. Aid (generally, not
always ; see Blass, p. 132) expresses the intermediate agent, and Dr.

Hort regards the preposition as indicating that Caesar is the channel
through which divine authority is conveyed to the governour. But
if Caesar himself was an dvOpayTrLvrj KTtVtg, so assuredly was the pro-

consul. Order, the State, is divine, and the Emperor's authority is

derived from the State, not immediately from God. St. Paul calls

the magistrate SiaKovos ®eov : St. Peter does not go so far as this.

What he says is that the magistrate is to be obeyed because Caesar
sends him ; and that Caesar, though a human institution, is to be
obeyed, because order is God's will. The passage is full of interest,

and its meaning ought not to be missed. St. Peter throughout his

Epistle maintains that vofio^ Travrwv fiaarLkevs: God is King, but
rules through Law. His frame of mind is constitutional. St. Paul,

the Roman citizen, is Imperialist both in politics and in theology

;

the grace of God is as supreme in the one department as the grace

of Caesar in the other.

CIS cKStKTjaiK KaKOTToiwi' cTTaij'oi' §6 dYaOoTroiui'. ** For punish-

ment of evil-doers and praise of well-doers." In these words St
Peter comes very close to St. Paul (Rom. xiii. 3, ^cActs 8k i^rj

KJyojSeLGrOaL rrjv i^ovaiav ; to aya^ov ttoUlj /cat l^eis hraivov i^ avrri'S I 4,

®€0V yap SittKovos ia-TLVf ckSikos cts opyrjv tw to kukov Trpda-a-ovTi), and it

is not impossible that there may be a connexion between the two
passages, though it is not necessary to suppose that it was direct or

documentary. *EK8tK€tv, eKSiKryo-ts are common late words for aveng-

ing or punishing. It may be noticed that though the individual

Christian is forbidden to take the law into his own hands and avenge
his own injuries (Matt. v. 39), yet it is the duty of the civil power to

avenge them for him ; and unless this duty is firmly discharged the

State cannot exist. Ka/coTrotwv. See note above. But it should

be added that Roman law made no sharp distinction between
" immoral " and " criminal." The governour was father as well as

magistrate, and his power extended to every action that was contra

bonos mores. Thus he was specially directed to take care that

children obeyed their parents and freedmen their patrons. Digest

i. 16. 9,
" De piano autem proconsul potest expedire haec : ut obse-

quium parentibus et patronis liberisque patronorum exhiberi iubeat

;

comminari etiam et terrere filium a patre oblatum, qui non ut

oportet conuersari dicatur, poterit de piano : similiter et libertum
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non obsequentem emendare aut uerbis aut fustium castigatione."

A Christian son, or freedman, might very well be thought non ut

oportet conuersari, his avaa-Tpocfn^ would be far from KaXrj in the

sight of a heathen father, or patron, or patron's family. Owing to

this paternal jurisdiction €7ratvos was much more directly and fre-

quently the function of the ancient magistrate than of his modern
counterpart. Yet we still speak of the sovereign as " the fountain of

honour," and of late years the scriptural belief that it is the duty of

the State not only to repress evil but to encourage good, has taken

practical shape.

15. oTi ouTws . . . &yv(o(riav, "For this is the will of God,
that by well-doing we should muzzle the ignorance of foolish men."
^ifjiovv (t? reads <^t/xotj/, and Westcott and Hort retain this vulgar

form; Introduction, § 410, Appendix, p. 166) is used because
the ignorance expressed itself in speech {KaraXaXova-iv), which can
be muzzled. The general sense of the verse is clear, but the con-

struction is open to doubt. We may regard otl outw? as referring

back to vTroTdyr)T€—" Be subject, for this is the will of God,"—in

this case the following words, ayaOoTroLovvras . . , ayywaiav, must
be regarded as a loose explanatory afterthought. Or we may take

the whole verse as a parenthesis referring to the words eiraivov

ayaOa-rroLuiv. If we adopt this view ovT(ii<s anticipates the infinitive—" For this is the will of God, namely, that we should muzzle."

*Ayvwo-tai/ :
" ignorationefn de Christianorum probitate. Hoc uerbo

continetur ratio cur Christiani debeant miserationem ethnicis,"

Bengel.

16. Kttl fjiT) (US eTriKd\u|ji)xa cxoiTes rrjs KttKias "t^v IXcuOepiai'.

" And not as men who hold liberty a cloak for vice." The nega-

tive /at} and the nominative l^vTi.'i are both determined by the

imperative vTrordyrp-e. Here again in the position of m we have
the same refinement as in i. 19; see Introduction, p. 4. The
Christian iXcvOcpta might easily be interpreted to mean emancipa-
tion from moral restraint, and repeated warnings were necessary

;

of. Gal. V. 13 ; 2 Pet. ii. 19. It is just possible that iTTLKoXvfifia Trj<s

KOKtas is a reminiscence of Menander, Boeotia^ ttAovtos 8c 7roAA.ujv

iTTLKaXvixfi ia-Tiv KaKwv (Stobaeus, J^/or, xci. 1 9 ; Meineke, iv. p. 94 ;

Kock, iii. 2. 28, No. 90). Greek poets are quoted by St. Paul,

Acts xvii. 28 : i Cor. xv. 33 ; Tit. i. 12: and Apoc. v. 8, <^taAa?

Xpvaa9 yc/xovo-a? ^v/Aia/xarwi/, reminds US of Soph. O. T„ 4, ttoXis 8*

h^LOV fji€v Ov/xia/xoLTiov ye/xet.

SouXot 06oO. Cf. Matt. vi. 24 ; i Thess. i. 9 ; Tit. i. i. But St
Paul prefers the phrase SovXos Xpto-rov, Rom. i. i, xiv. 18, xvi. 18,

and elsewhere.

17. irdin-as TifATJo-arc. All men are to be honoured, but not
with the same honour. "Alieniores ciuiliter tractandi: patres

familiariter," Bengel. The wise Christian will know what degree or
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kind of observance is due to Caesar, to a master, a husband, or a

wife. We might have expected rt/xarc, as the command is not

special but general. But the aorist is repeatedly used in the same
way, i. 13-22, and it seems clear that St. Peter does not dis-

criminate the tenses. See note on i. 15. Tov ®€ov (fio^eta-Oc

The slaves of God must fear God; cf. i. 17, v. 6. Kiihl rightly

notes that St. Peter still speaks the language of the Old Testament,

and regards Fear as the natural and proper attitude (die Grund-
bestiinfming) of the Christian soul towards God. It is probable

that the apostle is here alluding to Prov. xxiv. 21, 4>ol3ov tov ©eov,

vt€, KoX (3a(TiXia.

18. ot otKerat uiroTao-o-6|X€i'ot. "Ye domestics being subject."

This and the three following paragraphs (iii. i, 7, 8) begin with

participles, which the writer probably connected in his own mind
with one of the preceding imperatives. We may compare this

paragraph with Eph. vi. 5-7; Col. iii. 22-25; i Tim. vi. i, 2;
Tit. ii. 9, 10. St. Peter's treatment of the subject seems to be
quite independent. Otfctr?;? means any member of a household,

and includes wife and children. Here, as usually, it is restricted to

the slaves : yet denotes them not as slaves, but as belonging to the

familia or ot/cos, like the Latin famuli^ or our domestic. Some of

their masters would be good and cTrtetKct?, equitable, reasonable.

The latter word is defined by Aristotle, Ethica Nic. v. 14, koX l(mv
avrrj fj tfivcris rov tTrtctKov?, iiravopOoi/Jui vojxov 77 eXXciVet 8ia to

KaOoXov. Law is the hard and fast rule which equity modifies

according to circumstances. St. Paul speaks of the "reasonable-

ness of Christ,'* 2 Cor. x. i ; the bishop should be cTrietKi}?, i Tim.
iii. 3, and in Jas. iii. 17 the wisdom which cometh from above is

irpCiTOV fJL€v ayi/>J, hrura ilprjVLKrjy iTruLKi^Sf evTrct^iy?, fxeoTri iXcovs kol

Kapirwv ayaSwv, dStaKptros, avvTroK/atros : this is a String of golden

words. Some, again, would be crooked, perverse (o-KoXtot). All

alike are to be obeyed iv iravrl <f>6fi<a. The fear is not fear of man
(as in Eph. vi. 5), but fear of God; this is evident from the follow-

ing Slol arvveLSrja-Lv @€ov. Three dangers would beset the Christian

slave. If his master were a Christian, he might fancy that because

all men are equal in the Church they are therefore equal in all

things: this point is touched by St. Paul (i Tim. vi. 2). Or he

might rebel against the injustice of his servile condition and set

his heart on emancipation (i Cor. vii. 21). Lastly, if the mastei

were a harsh man, the newly learned doctrines of justice and mercy
might make the slave more inclined to resist. This is the danger

that occurs to St. Peter ; he meets it by reminding the slave that

innocent suffering is the lot of all Christians. It is instructive to

notice how completely both apostles abstain from casuistry.

Neither makes any allusion to the scruples of conscience that

would suggest themselves so easily to the Christian slave of a
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heathen master. At every turn he must haive been called upon to

bow his head in the house of Rimmon, to fetch the incense for his

master to burn, to dress the door with branches on pagan festivals,

to wear clothing embroidered with idolatrous emblems. A very

liberal measure of outward compliance must have been tolerated at

this time.

19. TouTO Y&p \dpis €1 8ia auv€i^r\criv 0€ou u7ro<)>€p6i Tts Xutras trdtt/^inv

dSiKws. "For this is thankworthy, if for consciousness of God one
endures griefs, suffering unjustly." R.V. has in text " this is accept-

able," in margin " this is grace." Both A.V. and R.V. have " for

conscience towards God." "Acceptable" is cvTrpoVSeKTov, and if

we render x**P'^ ^7 ^^^^ word we disguise, and indeed pervert, a

remarkable saying in order to force the teaching of St. Peter into

harmony with that of St. Paul. It is singular that the Revisers

should here have departed from their general rule of translating, as

far as possible, the same Greek word by the same English word. In
rovTo xapi?» voLov kXco's ; tovto x^tpts it is very probable that St. Peter

has in his mind the saying of our Lord recorded in Luke vi. 32-34,
where the repeated Trota viuv x^P*^ ia-Tt; is rightly translated by the

Revisers " what thank have ye ? " Indeed, no other translation is

possible. In the parallel passage, Matt v. 46, the phrase used is

TLva fjLta-Oov cx^Tc. Matthew and Mark do not use the word x<*P'5 at

all. Luke has it in vi. 32-34 and again xvii. 9, /jltj xdpiv tx^i ra

SovAo), in the common Greek sense of a favour done by one person

to another, or of the gratitude called forth by a favour. In Luke
i. 30, ii. 40, 52, where the evangelist is using Hebrew documents,
the word has its Old Testament sense, " favour," " goodwill," felt

by God to man, or by men to one another. But this Hebrew sense

is familiar in Greek also; the "goodwill" has a reason in the char-

acter and conduct of the person towards whom it is entertained, as

Sophocles says, Ajax^ 522, x^P'^ X^P'^ 7^P co-ti*' ^ tUtovo-' act.

"Words of grace," Luke iv. 22, may mean "words of beauty,"

which would again be sl Greek sense, or " words inspired by the

divine favour." In John L 14, 17, x^^pts is apparently defined by
dXrjOeia: it is the special gift of truth: in i. 16, x^P's avrt x^ptTos

may mean "one gift or blessing after another," or more easily,

"God's goodwill towards us in return for our goodwill towards

God." In the Gospel of St. John the word is only found in the

first chapter; in the Johannine Epistles and the Apocalypse it

occurs only in the benedictions, 2 John 3 ; Apoc. i. 4, xxii. 2 1.

In Acts x^P^5 becomes suddenly much more common. It is used

(i) in the secular Greek sense, xxiv. 27, xxv. 3, 9; (2) of favour

or goodwill in the eyes of man or God, ii. 47, vii. 46 ; (3) of the

favour, in the special sense of the protection, of God, xiv. 26,

XV. 40; (4) of special divine gifts, x^P^^ '^^^ oro<^ta, vii. 10; x^P'-^

Kol Swa/Ats, vi. 8 ; (5) of the word of grace, i.e. the gospel, xiv. 3,
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XX. 24, 32 ; cf. xiii. 43, vpoa-fieveiv ry x^P'" '^'^^ ©coi), to stand fast

by the gospel ; XV. 1 1, 8ta rrj<; xaptTO? *lr}crov XptcrroO Tna-revofjiev

cnoOrjvai: xviii. 27, ot Trexio-Teu/coTes 8ta t^s ^^ptros : (6) of a large

outpouring of divine love on the disciples at Jerusalem, iv. 33 ; at

Antioch, xi. 23. We may say that x^pts is hardly an evangelical

word at all. Only on two occasions is it put in our Saviour's

mouth, and then only in its Greek sense. Even in Acts the

metaphysical difficulty arising from the freedom of God's gifts is

no more to be found than in the Old Testament. To some limited

extent the antithesis between the divine favour and the merits of

man may be found in those passages where " the grace " means the

gospel, but it is as yet latent. This applies also to the use of x^P^?
in Hebrews and in James. In the present passage St. Peter speaks
of good conduct without the slightest embarrassment as thank-
worthy, a glory, a favour in the eyes of God. Those who are

willing to suffer innocently do what God desires and " find favour."

Ata a-vv€L8r](nv 0€ov, " For consciousness of God " ; ^^propter Dei
conscientiam^^ Vulg. C reads here 8ta (rweiSr^crtv a.yo.Qr\v\ A has

a conflate text, Sia on^veiSTyo-tv ®^ov dyaOijv. The reading of C is

not without support (see Tischendorf), but is probably a mere
correction designed to bring the passage into harmony with others

where " a good conscience " is spoken of (Acts xxiii. i ; i Tim.
i. 5, 9, I Pet. iii. 16), and to get rid of a difficult expression.

SvvctSiyo-is ®€ov is without parallel ; in i Cor. viii. 7 there is a variant

rfj (rvv€i8tj(T€L Tov ctSwAov, but the best MSS. have rrj crvvriOeLa,

2vi/€i8?;crts is a word of late and vulgar formation meaning " con-

sciousness," or, specially, " conscience." Its coinage was facilitated

by the common use of a-vvoiSa in such phrases as a-vvoiSa e/xavrw

ayvoLav, Probably the Greek word was invented to represent the

Latin conscientia^ which has the same two meanings, consciousness

and "conscience"; for the latter, see Cicero, pro Milone^ 23,
"magna uis est conscientiae in utramque partem." In the New
Testament arvvicSrjcrLs occurs frequently, and, except in Heb.
X. 2, means "conscience," moral and self-judging consciousness.

The A.V. and R.V. render "for conscience towards God," keeping
the general sense of orwctS^yo-ts, but giving the genitive tov ©eov a

sense which it cannot bear. We must translate " for consciousness
of God." Consciousness of God is, as Alford says, the realisa-

tion in a man's inner being of God's presence and relation to

himself. "Conscientia Dei, dum quis non hominum sed Dei
respectu officio suo fungitur " (Calvin). " The consciousness that

it is God's will, and that God helps, gives strength to bear " (von
Soden).

dSiKus. The Christian writer does not hesitate to say that a
master may be "unjust" to his slave. Aristotle teaches that

justice^ in the proper sense of the wgrd, does not exist between a
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man and his chattels, his children or slaves, Eth. Nic. v. 10. 8, ov

yap eoTiv dSiKtia irpos ra arrov ciTrXcos, to Sc KTrjfxa kol to tIkvov^ cojs

ai' 11 tttjXlkov kol {lt] )((DpL(T6rjf wcnrep fiipos avrov, avrbv 8* ovOels

7rpoaLp€LTaL ySXaTrrctv 8t6 ovac ccrTtv dSiKia Trpos avrov.

20. TTOioi' ydp kXcos, €i djxaprdi'orrcs Kal KoXa(|>il^6|xccoi uirojxei'eiTe ;

" For what glory is it, if, when ye sin and are buffeted for it, ye shall

endure it patiently ? " KXcos, which in the classics is mainly a
poetical word, is found in Job xxviii. 22, xxx. 8. There may be a
question whether d/xaprdvovTcs should be translated "when ye do
wrong," "for your faults," as by A.V., or "when ye sin," as by
R.V. In favour of the first view it may be argued that the master
would strike the slave, not for sin against God, but for neglect of

duty ;owards himself. On the other hand, the kXcos comes from
(jod, in whose eyes the neglect of earthly duty is sin. Further,

d/xaprctvovTcs is balanced against ayaOo7roiovvT€<s in the following

clause. Hence it should retain its usual sense here.

dW €t dYaGoTToiourrcs Kal irdaxorres. " But if, when ye do well,

and suffer for it." The words repeat Trdo-^wv dSiKws, and are anti-

thetical to afxapToivovTiS kol Ko\a(^i^6ixf.vou

21. €is TouTo ydp IkXi^Otjtc. " For unto this were ye called

:

because Christ also suffered for you." Ets tovto = cts to dya^o-

TTOtoCvTa? KoX 7rd(rxovTa<s inrop-iveiv. For v-rrip A has Tripu 'Yrrep is

constantly thus used of Christ's death ; see for a good instance

John xi. 50-52. Ilcpt is employed in the same connexion, i Cor.

i. 13, la-TavpoiOt] irepl vfxwv : cf. Matt. xxvi. 28. The difference

appears to be that while v-rrep means " on behalf of," -n-epC conveys
an allusion to the sin-offering, the Trcpt dfiaprtas, and thus acquires a
significance which does not attach to this rather colourless preposi-

tion in itself. The MSS. often vary between the two, Mark xiv. 24

;

1 Cor. i. 13 ; Gal. i. 4 ; Heb. v. 3 ; i Pet. iii. 18. When the apostle

says that Christ also suffered on behalf of you, he means that the

believer profits morally and spiritually by the pains of Christ in

some way which he does not here define. In ver. 1 2 above we are

taught that unbelievers also profit by the sight of the patient

endurance of the brethren under undeserved suffering ; the disciple's

cross " draws" as does that of his Master ; the sacrifice is the same
in its degree, and so are the results. In the present passage St.

Peter begins with the simple object of inculcating patience ; hence
in the opening words he speaks of Christ as the great Example.
But he proceeds quite naturally to enlarge and deepen the thought,

and in the following verses Christ is set before us also as Sacrifice,

as the Giver of the New Life, and as Shepherd.

uiroXiix'n'di'a) is a late form for v7roAei7ra>. A7roA.t/x,7rdi/a>, Kara-

XifXTrdvo) are also found in secular authors. 'YTroypafXfios is used,

2 Mace. ii. 28, of the " outlines" of a sketch which the artist fills in

with details, But in Clem. Alex. Strom, v. 8. 49 the word means
10
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" a copyhead " in a child's exercise book, a perfect piece of writ-

ing which the child is to imitate as exactly as it can. So here

Christ is spoken of as the Pattern which we are to reproduce in

every stroke of every letter, till our writing is a facsimile of the

Master's.

22, 8s djuiapTiai' oSk liroiTjaei', ou8e eup^Or] SoXos iv ra OTOfJiaTi auToC.

From Isa. liii. 9, on avofiCav ovk c7rot>;cr€v, ovSe. SoXov iv t(3 (rTOfiari

avTOV. St. Peter has dfiapriav for avofiiaVf but his ovSe S6X.o<s ivpeOr]

appears to be nearer the Hebrew than the ovSe 86\ov of the LXX.
The R.V. has, " Although he had done no violence, neither was any

deceit in his mouth." The first clause Professor Cheyne translates,

" although he had done no injustice." The verse is a good illustra-

tion of St. Peter's method of composition, or manner of talking.

Constantly there are reminiscences of Scripture, which at first are

obscure, but are picked up again and made explicit. The sinless-

ness of Christ we have had in the afivov dfjLuifxov koI danrLkov of i. 1 9.

A0A.0S, aSoXos, in ii. i, 2, point forward to Isaiah, and also to the

quotation from the Psalms given in iii. 10.

23. OS XoiSopoufiCfos ouK dfTeXoiSopet. *Ai/TiA,oiSop€tv is not found
elsewhere in the Greek Bible. It is a natural and correct formative,

but is quoted in the lexicon only from late writers. The language

is a loose adaptation of Isa. liii. 7, ws dfxvo<s IvovtIov rov Keipovroi

d(jnt)vo<s, ovTCDs OVK dvoLy€L TO aroixa. This verse has already been
alluded to in the d/xv6s of i. 19. From Acts viii. 32 we see that it

was a favourite passage with the first Christians. The imperfect

tenses, expressing habit, bring out the lesson of virofiovij.

irdcrxojv ouk ^iretXei may be illustrated by a passage in the

Passio S, Perpetuae {Texts and Studies^ ed. T. A. Robinson, 1891,

p. 89). Some of the martyrs found it difficult to abstain from

menacing words. As they left the court " Perpetua sang psalms, but
Reuocatus, Saturnilus, and Saturus addressed the crowd of by-

standers, and, as they passed before Hilarianus, pointed their

finger at him and said, Thou judgest us, but God will judge

thee."

TrapcSiSou. "Committed Himself," The verb is commonly
used of handing persons over to a judge (see Liddell and Scott), but

requires an accusative. The omission of the object has occasioned

some difficulty. Generally speaking, uapaStSwat two. t<3 SLKaoTrjpito

means ** to deliver up a malefactor for punishment," and St. Peter's

words have been understood to mean that Christ handed over His

persecutors to the judgment of God. But the whole drift of the

passage forbids this interpretation, and there is nothing in the word
TrapaSiSovat itself to imply that the person handed over is guilty.

It is better therefore to render " committed Himself." A.V., R.V.

have in the margin "committed His cause," but in judicial pb rases

the object of the verb seems to be always persona).
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Tw KpiKOiTt SiKatws. Compare tov dTrpotrcDTroX^Trra)? Kpivovra,

I 17/
24. OS TC19 dfxapTias . . . cirl to iu\ov. " Who Himself carried

up our sins in His own body on to the tree." From Isa. liii.

12, KOL avTos afxapTLa<s ttoXXCjv avt]v€yK€y combined with Deut. xxi.

23, OTi K€KaT7}pafX€vos VTTO 0€ov TTttS Kpffxd/jLevo^ cVt ^vAov. The
verse of Deuteronomy is quoted by St. Paul (Gal. iii. 13), and
alluded to in those passages of Acts where St. Peter (v. 30, x. 39)
and St. Paul (xiii. 29) speaks of the Cross as to ^vXov. *Avacf>€p€iv

is commonly used in the LXX. of bringing a sacrifice and laying it

upon the altar, and the phrase dvacfjepeiv ctti to ^vkov bears an
unqueitionable similarity to the common ava^ipav iirl to Ova-iaa--

TTJpLoVf Jas. ii. 21; Lev. xiv. 20; 2 Chron. xxxv. 16; Bar. i. 10;
I Mace. iv. 53. Here St. Peter puts the Cross in the place of the

altar. The addition of €7rt to $vXov was, no doubt, suggested by the

use of avT]veyK€ in Isa. liii. 12. But the use of the verb in this

verse appears to be due to the LXX. translators ; in ver. 4 we have
Tots d/x-apTitts r]p.wv <j>€p€Lf and the Hebrew word is the same in both
places. Isaiah is alluding in both verses to the sin-offering. Pro-

fessor Cheyne notes on ver. 4, " The meaning is first of all that the

consequences of the sins of his people fell upon him the innocent

;

but next and chiefly that he bore his undeserved sufferings as a

sacrifice on behalf of his people," and adds that " this is the first of

twelve distinct assertions in this one chapter of the vicarious

character of the sufferings of the Servant." But the turn which St.

Peter has given to the words represents Christ as not only the sin-

offering, who bore the consequences of the sins of His people on
the Cross of shame (riveyKcv eVt tw ^vXw), but as the priest who took
the sins, or the sin-offering (17 o-paprla = to, ircpi t^s dfiapTia^, Lev.

vi. 26), and laid the sacrifice on the altar of the Cross (dvijv€yK€v

€7rt to ivXov). Thus Alford appears to be right in giving dvac^epetv

here a double meaning; but the two meanings "bear " and "carry"
both belong to the one Greek word, and St. Peter has done his

best to cure the ambiguity by expanding Isaiah's avTos into the
highly emphatic avTo? iv tw croifxarL avTov, which, reinforced as they

are by the following /awXcdtti, clearly mean " He Himself, by His own
personal suffering, carried the sins up " ; in other words, the Priest

was also the Victim.

Kiihl will not allow the analogy between dva^filpuv iirl to ivXov

and dvac^epctv iirl to Ovcnaa-rqpiovy nor will he admit any reference to

sacrifice on the grounds (i) that the cross is never regarded as an
altar (he should have said not elsewhere, and even this is doubtful,

if we remember Heb. xiii. 10) ; (2) that nowhere are sins spoken of

as the actual sacrifice (but see Lev. vi. 26 referred to above) ; (3)
that in the Old Testament the body of the victim is never burnt
upon the altar (this seems quite beside the point : the sin-ofifering is
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certainly said ava(f>ip€(r6aij and Isaac was actually laid upon the

altar iirdvo) tmv ivXoiVj Gen. xxii. 9) ; (4) that, above all, we con-

tradict the Old Testament idea of sacrifice, if we think of sin as

laid upon the victim and brought with the victim to the altar, for

nothing but what is pure can come to the altar before the sight of

God (but the essence of sacrifice lies in the idea that the innocent

victim is not polluted by the load of guilt which it carries). To
$v\ov he takes to mean simply " die bei Sklaven iibliche Todes-

strafe." But in the apostle's time to $vXov is not " a gibbet " but

"the stocks," Acts xvi. 24. Finally, he translates, " He carried our

sins up on to the tree and thereby took them from us," adding by way
of explanation, " because He bore our sins, in their consequences, in

form of sufferings, as evils, in His body, so that, with the life of His

body, our sins and their consequences were destroyed." But the

real difficulty of the passage lies in the number of allusions which

St. Peter has crowded into one short phrase, and Kiihl's explanation

leaves it untouched.

tva Tais dfxapTiais dTroyci'Ojici/ot ttj 8iKaioau»''r] ^i^awfxcK. **That

having been loosed unto (from) sins we might live unto righteous-

ness." 'ATToytyvea-OaL occurs only here in the New Testament, and
is not found in the LXX. ; but Theodotion has it in Dan. ii. i, in the

sense of "to depart from." In Herodotus and Thucydides it is

put where aTroOavelv might have been employed, perhaps by way of

euphemism; but this use does not appear to attach to the verb

elsewhere. Schwartz notices three instances of its use in imperial

times, Tatian, ad Graecos^ vi., ov^ ws oX SrwiKot Soy/j-aTL^ova-L Kara

Ttva9 kvk\(ov ircptoSovs, yivo/xevoiv del koL aTroyivofiiviDV : Galen, Hist,

Phil. xxii. p. 612, 15, T^v 8c ff>^opav orav c^ ovTiov Trpos to fxrj etvat

Ka6i<TTrJTaL KaOairep ctti twv airoyiyvofxiviov ^wojv : Plut. Consol, ad
Apoll. XV. {Moralia^ p. 109 F), dAV otct crv Sta<^opdv €t»/at /u,^

yeveaOaty rj yevojxcvov aTToyevicrOaL ; All these passages are philoso-

phical, and balance ytyv^a-Oai against airoyiyv^o-Bai, "coming to

be " against " ceasing to be." It seems highly doubtful whether

aTroytyvea-OaL could ever have been used as a direct antithesis to

^rjvj and almost certain that it could not in St. Peter's time. Hence
it is better to translate not "having died unto sins," but "having

fallen away " or " having been loosed unto sins." Grotius renders

longefacti a peccatis \ von Soden, los von den SUnden. Beck takes

the same view, and apparently Bengal, though his language is not

quite clear. There remains the difficulty of the dative ; but this is

no greater than in Rom. vi. 20, iXcvOepoL ^tc ry St/catoo-vviy. Here,

as there, the case is determined by the antithesis. Thus St. Peter

speaks here of the death of Christ as having for a distinct purpose

that the believer should be set free from sin and brought into the

new life of righteousness ; but the Pauline images of death or burial

with Christ do not cross his mind. In this particular clause he is
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speaking only of that aspect of our Lord's death which is technically

called Redemption, chap. i. 18 above.

oiJ Tw jAwXwiri idOrjTe. From Isa. liii. 5, tw yxwAcoTrt avrov rificls

IdOrjfxev. Here N L P and many cursives have ov tw /xwXwTrt

avTov, the avTov of the LXX. having been reinserted by a careless

scribe. MwXwi/r (" m'^ex, frequens in corpore seruili," Bengel) is not

found elsewhere in the New Testament. The weals are those left

by tl^e scourging, John xix. i ; Matt, xxvii. 26 ; Mark xv. 15. "Ye
were healed by His scars " is a strong expression of that belief in

the value of vicarious suffering which recurs in an even stronger

form in iii. 18.

25. qre yap ws irpoPara irKavdiiievoi. " For ye were as sheep

going astray." C K L P have TrXavio/xcva, " as sheep that go astray,"

a needless attempt to simplify the grammar. The words are taken

from Isa. liii. 6, Travrcs ws irpo^ara iTrXavi^Orjficy.

dW €Tr€aTpd<|)ir)Te vuv iirl TOf iroifAej/a Kal iiriaKO-nov rotv ^'^X^*'

ufjiwK. "But are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of

your souls." The aorist eTrco-r/odf^ryTc is here clearly equivalent to

the perfect. Cf. i. 12. 'ETrto-rpet^tiv means properly only " to turn

towards," but is used by Lucian and Plutarch of " turning back

from error." It is a favourite word with Plotinus to express what

we call " conversion." When a man forgets God he " turns away "

;

when he remembers his Father he " turns back " {linenpi<j>iTaL).

See Enn. v. i. i. The word is used in the same sense in the New
Testament ; hence we may translate it " returns," not simply " turns."

Uot/ATJi/, Shepherd, and here Shepherd of souls (for j/^vxtov cf. i. 9
above), is a word that includes all that Christ does for our souls,

loving care, feeding, instruction, guidance, government. It brings

out the general ignorance and helplessness of man, who, without aid

from above, can only go astray like sheep without a shepherd. In

the Old Testament we have this figure in Ps. xxiii. ; Zech. xiii. 7 ; Isa.

xl. II ; Ezek. xxxiv. 23, xxxvii. 24. In the Gospels we read of the

sheep. Matt. x. 6, xxv. 33 ; Mark vi. 34 ; Luke xv. 4. Christ is

Shepherd, Matt ix. 36 ; Mark vi. 34 ; John x. ; Heb.^ xiii. 20.

Iloi/xaiVav is used of Christ, Matt. ii. 6; Apoc. ii. 27, vii. 17, xii.

5, xix. 15 in the sense of "govern"; and of Christian ministers,

John xxi. 16 ; Acts xx. 28 ; i Pet. v. 2. TLoiixv-q is used of the

Christian flock. Matt. xxvi. 31 ; John x. 16 ; iroiixviov, Luke xii. 32 ;

Acts XX. 28 ; I Pet. v. 2, 3. It is curious that St. Paul never uses

the metaphor, except of the Christian minister, and that but twice

(Acts XX. 28; Eph. iv. 11). On the other hand, iroifi-qv is never

used of the Christian minister, except in this last passage from

Ephesians. John x. shows clearly that it is an error to restrict

shepherding to government, though this idea is, no doubt, always

included ; and St Peter's phrase, Shepherd of souls ("souls

"

including in his usage the whole of man's spiritual nature), implies
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that the Lord gives us all that is needful for intelligence, emotion^
or will.

'EttcVkottos is here a description, not a title. It is nearly equiva
lent to TTOLfjLT^v : of. Ezek. xxxiv. Ii, iBov eyw iK^rjTT^crui to, Trpo/SaTO.

fjLov^ Kttt €7ncrKi\lfoiiai avra : though it is more general. Philo, de

Som. i. 15 (i. 634), calls God 6 tQv oA.o)v iirCa-KOTros. The ecclesiasti-

cal use of the word comes from Ps. cviii. (cix.) 8, quoted in Acts i.

20 ; in part also from Isa. Ix. 17, KaTaan^a-o) tov<s iincrKOTrovs avr^v iv

SLKaiocrvvrjy /cat tov<s Blukovovs avruiv iv iricrrei, quoted by Clement of

Rome, xlii. 5. In Acts xx. 28 (" the flock wherein the Holy Ghost
made you overseers ") cViVkottos is used by St. Paul very much as

St. Peter uses the word here, as a description, and in much the

same sense as ttol/xiIjv. In the later Pauline Epistles (Phil. i. i

;

1 TiHL iii. 2 ; Tit. i. 7), but not elsewhere in the New Testament,
we find an official entitled 'ETrtV/coTro?, who in the two Pastoral

Epistles appears to be also entitled Presbyter.

It would seem that the ecclesiastical eirto-KOTro? was taken from
the Old Testament and carried with it its Jewish associations. The
word was in common use among the Greeks, as Overseer is among
ourselves, to denote kinds of supervision that were purely secular (see

Hatch, Bampton Lectures^ ed. 1882, p. 36 sqq.); but the ecclesiasti-

cal use can be explained quite easily from the Old Testament, and
there is no reason for attempting to derive it from other sources.

Why St. Paul altered the recognised title of the Christian official we
can only guess, but he may have been influenced by the words of

Isaiah, in which the mention of BiKaiocrvvti and tt/o-tis as the divinely

given qualifications of overseers and ministers fits in so aptly with

his own views.

'ETTib-KOTro? contains an idea of eminence and authority which
TTpea-jSvTepo^ in itself does not, and it had also, as we have seen,

a loose connexion with the Apostolate. Hence, we may suppose,

as one Elder came to be invested with special functions, he came
also to be distinguished as 'ETTio-KOTros, which word then became a

title, Bishop, no longer Overseer.

III. 1. The Duty of Wives is inculcated also, Eph. v. 22 ; Col.

iii. 18; Tit. ii. 4.

6fj.oia)s may be taken closely with vTroraa-crofxafai : slaves are to

be subject, so likewise wives. But it is best taken as referring to ii.

2 7. Slaves are to show honour t masters, likewise wives to husbands.

For the construction of vTrorao-o-o/xcvai, see note on ii. 1 8. The same
phrase, vTrorao-oro/xcvai rots tStotc avSpdaiVj is found in Ephesians and
Titus, and with the omission of iSt'ois in Colossians also. See Intro-

duction, p. 1 7. 'iStois strengthens the article rots, which by itself is

possessive and means " your." It gives the same sense that we find

in the English, " your own husbands " ; you belong to them in a

special way, and your duty to them is very near and clear. Further,
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it softens the rule of subjection. It is not obedience to a stranger

that is required.

Xva , , . K€p8T)eiio-oin-ai. " That if any obey not the word, they

may without the word be won by the conversation of their wives."

The use of the future indicative after the final ti^a belongs to late

and vulgar Greek (Cobet, Variae Lectiones^ p. 508; Blass, p. 208),
instances occur in Mark xv. 20; Luke xx. 10; i Cor. xiii. 3; Gal.

ii. 4 ; Apoa iii. 9, and elsewhere.

2. eiroirrcuo-ai'Tes. See note on ii. 1 2 above. In avev Xoyov the

absence of the article is probably immaterial, and we may translate
*' without the word," without any direct appeal to the teaching of

Christ, which, in the eyes of an unbelieving husband, would have no
authority. Otherwise the meaning will be " without a word " ; the

wife need not argue at all, the mere sight of her conduct will suffice.

For the sense of KcpSatVctj/, cf. Matt. xvii. 15 ; i Cor. ix. 19-2 1. It is a

fine Christian expression, on which Leighton dwells with unction: "A
soul converted is gained to itself, gained to the pastor, or friend, or

wife, or husband who sought it, and gained to Jesus Christ ; added
to His treasury, who thought not His own precious blood too dear

to lay out for this gain.** A striking instance of the ** gaining" of

the heathen husband by the Christian wife will be found in the

account of Monnica in Augustine's Confessions, But, though
Monnica did not, to use a common expression, "preach" to her
husband, she owed her influence over him largely to wise words.

The patient well-doing of the wife has power for the salvation of

others ; cf. ii. 1 2 above. St. Peter, it will be observed, admits no
questioning about the indissolubility of marriage in cases of religious

disparity. At Corinth the question had been raised, and St. Paul
expresses his personal opinion (I, not the Lord, i Cor. vii. 12) to

the effect that the Christian partner should not seek divorce or

separation, but that, if the heathen husband or wife choose to dis-

solve the tie, it may be done. He adds, " For what knowest thou,

O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband ?
"

Trji^ Iv 4>6pw dY»^t» a.vxx.irt^o^r\v. "Your conversation chaste in

fear." "Your chaste conversation coupled with fear" (A.V., R.V.)
hardly brings out with sufficient force the close collocation of iv

<^o/3a) dyvijv. The conversation is chaste, because it moves in the
fear of God (cf. ii. 18 above). Here again St, Peter does not mean
" fear of your husband," though in Eph. v. 33 we read ^ l\ yvvrj

iva KfyojS^raL rov avSpa.

3. oiji' earw oox 6 H e^biOev . , . K<5fffA0S. On the use of the
article in this passage, see Introduction, p. 4. The translation of

A.v., " whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning," is not
strictly accurate, as 6 koot/mos is not repeated. What St. Peter says is

" whose must be, not the outward adornment of plaiting hair and
putting round of jewels or putting on of robes, but the hidden man
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of the heart." Koo-ftos is in antithesis to av^pwrros, visible ornaments
to the invisible soul. It is possible that there is a play on the two
meanings of koo-/xo5, " ornaments," and the " world," or " multitude

of men " ; at any rate this supposition would help to explain the

antithesis. As koo-/xos is used in classical Greek, so mundus is used

in classical Latin for all kinds of embellishments. Livy, xxxiv. 7,
" munditia et ornatus et cultus, haec feminarum insignia sunt : hunc
mundum muliebrem appellarunt maiores nostri." Tertullian {de

habitu mul, 4) makes a distinction between cultus^ jewellery and dress,

and ornatusy the personal beautification of the toilet, and confines

mundus to the former. " Cultum dicimus, quem mundum muliebrem
uocant ; ornatum, quem immundum muliebrem conuenit dici.

lUe in auro et argento et gemmis et uestibus deputatur ; iste in cura

capilli et cutis et earum partium corporis quae oculos trahunt."

IfnrXoKTjs. Cf. I Tim. ii. 9-13. The two passages are very

similar, but our Marriage Service rightly prefers that of St Peter.

On plaiting of hair, see Ovid, de arte am, iii. 136 sqq. It was an art

highly cultivated by Greek and Roman ladies.

Trept0^<T6ws. Ornaments of gold were worn round the hair (in

the shape of golden nets), round the finger, arm, or ankle.

4. 6 KpuTTTos TTJs KupSias afdpuiTos. ** The hidden person of the

heart, clothed in the incorruptible of the meek and quiet spirit,

which is in the sight of God of great price." *Ev is used as in Jas.

ii. 2, di/^jO xP'^o-oSttKTuA.tos iv iarOrJTL XajxTrpa, With to a(f>$apTOV con-

trast -xpva-iov TO aTroX\vfX€.vov of i. 7. The neuter adjective forms a
substantive, and no substantive is to be supplied ; but the sense is as

given by the R.V., " the incorruptible apparel." The incorruptible

or heavenly raiment and jewellery of the hidden person is the meek
and quiet spirit which befits Christians ; whether the exact ante-

cedent to o is TO acfiOapTov or irvevfiaj it is impossible to decide, but

the question does not affect the sense. Ilvev/aa is here spirit, dis-

position, temper, a sense which is not borne by the word elsewhere in

the New Testament. In this Epistle irvevfia, as applied to man,
does not denote a distinct faculty, but is nearly equivalent to \f/vx^.

In iii. 18, 19, iv. 6 it means the whole of the inner nature of man
as opposed to a-dpi, the body. Man is made up of body and ifrvx^y

or body and Trvevfxa. nvevfia denotes the inner nature as immaterial,

invisible, impalpable, but this nature in its relation to God is if/vx>j.

Hence in i. i it is impossible to translate iv dytao-/x(3 UvevfiaroSf " in

sanctification of your spirit " ; if this had been St. Peter's meaning

he would have said iv dyiaorjaa) ij/vxyj^: cf. i. 21, Ta<; xfrvxo-s v/j.'1)v

ffyvLKore^, Hence again, as applied to the Holy Spirit, xvcv/xa means
" the Immaterial Being," not a special influence or gift of God. It

will help to make the matter clear if we observe that, in phrases

which approach the one under consideration, St. Paul always defines

nTcv/Aa by a substantival genitive ; thus we find Trvtvfia SovXeias,
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8«Xtas, (To^ta?, xpaonyros (i Cor. iv. 21 ; Gal. VI. i). All these are

modelled upon the Hebrew 7rv€vfxa Karavv^cw? (Rom. xi. 8 from Isa.

xxix. 10), and imply that the frame of mind spoken of is breathed
into the man by God, as the Trvevfxa tov Koafxov (i Cor. ii. 12) is

inspired into him by the spirit of evil.

St. Paul uses " man " in much the same way as St. Peter, dis-

tinguishing 6 €^(i> from o €0-0) avOp(t)7ro<s (Rom. vii. 22 ; 2 Cor. iv. 16

;

Eph. iii. 16), and the "old" from the "new" man (Eph. iv. 22, 24;
Col. iii. 9). The commentators throw no light on this peculiar

use of dv6p(07ro9 for personality ; it seems to be Hebrew, and there

are many phrases in the Old Testament that might suggest it,

man of God, man whom the Lord doth choose, man of earth, and
so on.

6. ouTw ydp iroTc. " For in this manner in days of old the holy
women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves." For
eis ©eov t5 reads eVt tov ©eoK. In its Biblical meaning ("I have
hope") iXiri^to is followed by cU (2 Cor. i. 10): eVi with dative

(i Tim. iv. 10): cVt with accusative (i Pet. i. 13; i Tim. v. 5).

*Ev XptoTw, Kvpio), eXiTL^u) occur i Cor. xv. 19; Phil. iL 19; but
this is not to be counted among the constructions of eXTrt^w, because
iv Xpio-Tw may be added to any verb, and does not belong to one
more than to another. Ilorc, "in the days of old." The saintly

women of the Old Testament are cited as a model for Christian

matrons. Here we find another instance of St. Peter's strong sense
of the continuity of the religious life. There may be a hidden
reference to Isaiah's denunciation of women's trinkery (iii. 16 sqq.)

;

but St. Peter speaks not of what good women of old did not wear,

but of what they did wear. They adorned themselves with a meek
spirit by subjection, or because they were subject.

6. Kupiok auT^i' KaXoGaa. Gen. xviii. 12. Here again Monnica
illustrates the language of St. Peter. When other matrons came
to her and complained of their husbands, she would "blame their

tongues, telling them that when once they had heard the marriage
lines read over to them, they ought to have looked upon them as

indentures by which they were made handmaids ; they ought there-

fore to remember their condition, and not rebel against their lords

and masters" (Con/, ix. 9. 2).

^s iy€vr\By]Te T^Km. " Whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do
well," A.V. "Whose children ye now are, if ye do well," R.V.
These translations are substantially identical, and both give the aorist

iyevT^Orjre the sense of the perfect yeyovare. There is no strong

objection to this; cf. av-qyyikr], i. 12: €Tr€<TTpd<J>7]T€f ii. 25. There
is, however, no sufficient reason why we should not keep the proper
meaning of the aorist, and render " whose children ye became by
doing good." It is true that in this case a certain difficulty arises

out of the participles. 'AyaOoTroiovcrai koI firj ^ojSov/Acvat seems to bo
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clearly an exhortation ; and the force of the exhortation may be

thought to be somewhat blunted, if the apostle is taken to say that

they have been doing good ever since they became children of

Sarah, and even before that time. Yet this difficulty is rather

artificial ; the meaning may very well be " Ye became children of

Sarah by doing good; continue so to do, or ye will cease to be

her children." Bengel regards the words ws ^appa . . . T€Kva as

forming a parenthesis. On this view, v-n-OTacraofxevaL ayaOoiroLovcraL

^opovixfvai all belong to iKoa-fMovv. Bengel's expedient is allowed

a place in the margin of the R.V., but it is unnecessary and awk-

ward.

TcWa T^s Sappa is a phrase of much the same meaning as tckvu

vTvaKorjs (i. 14). Those who exhibit the same character as Sarnh

may be called in a figure her children. The words are as applic-

able to matrons of Jewish as of heathen origin.

Kttl (x^ <|>oPou|X€i'ai fxTjSejjiiai' 'TCT6r\<nv, From Prov. iii. 25, kol ov

KJiO^rjOyjcry 7rr6r]<TLV Itt^XOovo-clv ovh\ 6pixa<s aacfiuiV €7r€p;j(0/x6vas. This

again is one of St. Peter*s favourite chapters; it is quoted again

ver. 5 below. nToiyo-ts (quite a classical word) means fluttering,

excitement, perturbation of spirit, caused by any passion, but more
especially by fear. If the word retains its proper sense here, we
must take it as a cognate accusative, and translate " are not afraid

with any alarm." But in Proverbs the epithet iireXOova-av and the

parallelism with opfids give it a concrete meaning, and it is better

to render "are not afraid of any alarm." St. Peter may be thinking,

in the first place, of alarms caused by the ill-temper of a bad
husband (it is probable that dcrc/3tuv op/i,as was in his mind). Yet

his words have a wider scope. Alarms about children, about

servants, about the fortunes of the family, about the growing ill-

will of heathen neighbours—the Christian matron who hopes on
God will face them all unperturbed.

7. ofioiws. Here, where there is no duty of subjection to be
enforced, the " likewise " seems clearly to refer to ii. 1 7. Honour
is due to all ; honour therefore your wives. For the construction

of <rwotKovi/T€9, see ii. 18, iii. i.

KUToi ycwaiK. " According to knowledge," like wise and sensible

men who understand the due gradations of honour. The Pauline

sense of -yvwort?, in which it signifies the understanding of spiritual

mysteries, is quite foreign to St. Peter. In the following words we
observe the same elegant classicism as in i. 19. The sense is

precisely the same as if the author had written tw ywat/c€t<j) a-Kcvei

0)9 da-Oevio-Tipto. The husband is to pay honour to the wife as to the

weaker vessel ; such honour as is due to the weaker, that is to say,

consideration, wise guidance, marital helpfulness. *fis here has its

common limiting force, and gives, not the reason for the honour, but

a qualification of the command. S/ccvo? means—(i) a chattel, 01
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pi«ce of furniture, Matt. xiL 29; Mark iii. 27; Luke viii. 16; a-Kevri

in the same house differ in value and purpose, Rom. ix. 21-23;

(2) an implement or instrument adapted to a particular end; thus

we have a-K€vos cVXoy^?, an elect instrument, Acts ix. 15; (3) a

vessel which contains things, John xix. 29 ; (4) in i Thess. iv. 4

o-KcOos may mean "wife," a peculiar sense which the word bears

sometimes in Rabbinical Hebrew ; see Alford's note. Here, how-
ever, this meaning is excluded by the comparative do-^evco-Tcpo), which

clearly implies that husband and wife are both vessels. As there

is here no reference to purpose or contents, we must take aK€vos to

mean simply "chattel." Husband and wife are both parts of the

furniture of God's house, though one is weaker and the other

stronger. In the passage quoted from i Thess. some commentators
give o-Kcvos the sense of " body." But it is doubtful whether the

word ever has this sense. In 2 Cor. iv. 7, cxo/acv t6v Orjaavpov tovtov

iv ocrrpaKLvoLs a-Kcvcaiv, the apostle does not mean in " earthy bodies,"

but uses a metaphor from money stored, as it often was, "in
earthen jars." In the present passage we can hardly suppose St.

Peter to be thinking only of the bodily weakness of the wife. Many
modern commentators, it should be noticed, connect the dative not

with aTTovifiovTiSi but wi^h <rwoi/covia€5. This leaves the honour
without any restriction 6r limitation, which can hardly have been
the apostle's intention.

CDs Kal auyKXTjpoi/ofxoi ^j^dpiTo^ Jwrjs. "As being (not only

husbarids, but) also fellow-heirs of the grace of life." B, the

Vulgate, Armenian, and some cursives have crvyKXrjpovofjLOLs. The
first o)? gives the limitation of the honour, the second its reason.

The wife must not forget the duty of subjection ; the husband must
remember that she, whom nature and the law make his inferior, is

his equal, and may be his superior, in the eyes of God. Xapes

^w^s (the article again is dropped before a familiar phrase) is rightly

understood by Alford to mean God's gracious gift of life eternal

;

for K\r]povofiLa compare i. 4; for x^P^^, i. 13. Desire to make St.

Peter speak the same language as St. Paul led Erasmus and Grotius

to paraphrase the words by x'^P'-^ ^daa or ^woTroiovcra. nA, and
some other authorities, including Jerome, read 7roiKLkr)<s xapiTos ^w^s :

but the epithet has been inserted from iv. 10, where it is natural

and appropriate.

cYKoirreaOai. " Hindered " ; K L and other authorities have
iKKOTTTeaOai, "cut off"," a Stronger expression. Hofmann seems
to be right in taking vfjLwv as referring to the husbands alone ; the

sighs of the injured wife come between the husband's prayer and
God's hearing : so St. James speaks of the complaints of the

oppressed as frustrating prayer (v. 4). Others regard v/awv as

including both husbands and wives. The two cannot join in

prayer, as they ought to do, for a blessing on their married life,
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if there is injustice between them. Such prayers are " hindered,"
because the two are not agreed, and the one voice protests against

the other.

8. The imperatives still run on, and the section begins with
adjectives and participles. To Bk reXos, "finally," is adverbial.

TcAos 8e is more usual in the classics, but to Se riXos is found in

Plato, Laws, 740 E. With the word " finally " St. Peter turns from
special to general admonitions. "*Ofi6(f>poves mente, o-vfiiraOeU

affectu, in rebus secundis et adversis," Bengel. *0/xo<^pa)i/ (not

found elsewhere in the New Testament) is used by the Greek
poets, as Homer, //. xxii. 263, ofiocfipova Ovfj^bv exovres. The word
expresses rather likeness of sentiment or disposition than of opinion,

but includes community of faith and hope. Cf. Rom. xii. 16,

XV. 5; Phil. iii. 16. Sv/xTra^i}? (another a-n-a^ Xeyofievov) is found in

Aristotle, and denotes community of -n-dOr}, in the broad Greek sense,

of all feelings whether of pleasure or of pain. For <^iAa8eA.</>oi, see

note on ^iXa8€A.</)ta, i. 22. 'EvcnrXayxvia in Eur. Rhesus^ 192, means
courage. But in Hebraistic Greek ^Tr\d.yyya. are the seat of mercy,
hence cvo-TrXayx^os here, and Eph. iv. 32, means tender-hearted,

pitiful. For Ta7r€ivo<^/ooi/€9, " humble-minded," K P have (f>iX6cf>pov€<;,

"courteous." L, the Vulgate, and some other authorities exhibit

both adjectives. TaTr€Lv6<f>p(Dv is found in Prov. xxix. 23, and forms
one of St. Peter's many allusions to that book.

9. \k^ diroSiScJinrcs KaKoi/ dm KaKou. In Prov. xvii. 13 we read

05 d7ro8tS(i)(rt KaKo. SlvtI dyaOiav, ov KLvr}6r](r€Tax KaKo. cic rot) otKOu

ovTov. St. Paul, Rom. xii. 1 7, has the same phrase as St Peter,

fjirjSevL KaKov avrl KaKov aTroStSoi/Tcs : cf. also I Thess. V. 15. The
words XoL^opiav olvtI AoiSopia? look back to ii. 23. Eis tovto may
refer to the preceding words (cf. ii. 21 above), or to those which
follow. It is just possible to render, "Contrariwise blessing (for

hereunto were ye called) in order that ye may inherit blessing";

but the parenthesis is awkward, and the construction appears to be
the same as in iv. 6, ets tovto . , , Tva KptOCxri. It is better then
to translate with R.V. " contrariwise blessing : for hereunto were ye
called that ye should inherit blessing" or "a blessing." The
Christian hope is also the Christian rule. " Bless, and ye shall be
blessed," is strictly parallel to " Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.**

10. ydp. The " for " introduces a reason for the whole admoni-
tion contained in vers. 8, 9, not merely for evXoyowTcs. The
passage which St. Peter proceeds to cite treats not only of the

tongue and its government, but of righteous conduct generally.

The words which follow are quoted verbatim from Ps. xxxiii. (xxxiv.)

13-17, except that in the first verse the LXX. has tis 1<ttiv dvdpwiro^

6 OiXtav C<^rjvj dyaTrcov rifiipas IBiiv dya6ds ; The Hebrew is translated

in the R.V. "What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many
days, that he may see good ? " St Peter has, " He that willeth to



CHAP. III. VERS. 12-14 157

love life and see good days." Possibly his interpreter, who wrote

better Greek than the LXX. as a rule, may have been inflnenced by
the feeling that 6 OcXwv ^wrjv could carry no meaning to Greek ears.

'AyaTTwv tScti/ again is not Greek : dyaTrai/ ^(orjvj though unusual,

may be defended by 2 Tim. iv. 10, ayaTrrja-as t6v vvv aliova. Else-

where the object of the verb is always personal.

l(aY\ means this present earthly life (though de Wette and some
few others have taken it of life eternal). " He that willeth " can in

spite of all sorrow and unjust usage make his life lovely and his

days good. The words may be taken in connexion with i. 6-19,
but the tenor is different There the Christian has a joy arising out

of persecution itself, the joy of the soldier who looks forward to

victory; here life in itself may be made sweet and delectable by
righteousness. The passage illustrates the essentially Hebrew
character of St. Peter's mind ; it serves as a relief to his profound
sense of the insufficiency of this life ; it shows that persecution was
as yet no more than a not intolerable vexation, while to such of his

readers as were Gentiles it would convey in a very persuasive

manner what is meant by " good days."

12. eirl SiKaious. The eyes of the Lord are upon righteous men
for their good, and His ears are turned towards 'their prayer.

AtKatos is quoted from the Old Testament, in the sense which there

it bears ; cf. 2 Pet. ii. 7, SiKaiov Awr. But the face of the Lord is

upon men who do evil, not for their good. For the omission of the

article with Trotowra?, cf. ii. 7.

13. Kal Tts 6 KaK(S><T<ov ufxas ; " Who is he that can harm you ?
"

Who is able to do you any real hurt ? The words are taken from
Isa. 1. 9, ISov Kv/atos ^t^Oya-et /aoi, tis KaKwcrci fie; The R.V. has
" Who is he that will harm you ? " that is to say. Who will wish to do
you any hurt? This rendering might be defended by the words of

the DidachCy i. 3, v^L^vi 8c dyaTrare tous /Ato-oui/ras v/^as koX ov\ e^€T€

^X^povy where possibly we have a reminiscence and attempted
explanation of St. Peter's words. But the apostle clearly thought
that suffering is the lot of Christians, and there could be no Trda-x^Lv

olSlkws without dSiKowrcs. ZiyXcoTat, " zealous ardent lovers "
: the

word, which is quite classical, is similarly used in i Cor. xiv. 12;
Tit. ii. 14.

^

14. dXX' €t Kal Trdaxoixe. " But if ye should even suffer." El
Kai generally introduces a supposition which is more or less improb-
able. The optative is rarely used in hypothetical sentences in the

New Testament ; indeed the mood was becoming obsolete in vulgar

Greek. See Blass, pp. 37, 220. St. Peter here seems to have had
in his mind the words of our Lord, Matt. v. 10, fiaKoipLoi 01

SeSioiyfxivoL evcKiv SLKaiocrvvrj's. It will be observed that he uses

oiKatoa-vvri in the old Hebrew sense, as did our Lord Himself (cf.

StKatou? above), and that he gives /xaKctpios that full sense ii\
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which it is used in the Gospels, in Jas. I 12, 25, and in the Apoc.
xiv. 13 (and six other passages). St. Paul uses it in the same way
three times in quotations, Acts xx. 35 (in a saying of our Lord's),

Rom. iv. 7, 8 (from the Old Testament) ; in i Tim. i. 11, vi. 15 he
applies it to God ; in Tit. ii. 13 to blessed hope; but, when he uses

it of man, gives the word a lower sense ( = happy). Acts xxvi. 2 ;

I Cor. vii. 40 ;
perhaps even in Rom. xiv. 22.

t6»' Be ^6^ov aiirS)v jat) ^o^r\Qr]r€. " Be not afraid of their terror."

Do not fear their threats. ^6l3o<i has here a concrete sense, like

vTorjans in iii. 6. The words are from Isa. viii. 12, 13, t6v 8k ^6^ov
avTOV ov fir] (fio(3r)0rJT€ ovie jxr] Tapa^OrjTV Kv/atov avTov dytatrare. The
passage runs, ** Say ye not, a conspiracy, concerning all whereof this

people shall say a conspiracy ; neither fear ye their fear, nor be in

dread thereof." In the LXX. the meaning is " do not be afraid as

they are," and <^o/?ov is a cognate accusative. To this extent St.

Peter has changed the sense of the original. For the meaning here

can hardly be, " Do not be afraid, as your heathen neighbours are,

of mere earthly misfortunes."

15. Kupioi' 8e rov Xpiaroi' dyido-aTc. "But sanctify the Lord,

that is to say, the Christ." The words rov Xpicrrov are substituted

for avTov in the text of Isaiah to make the meaning clear. Some of

the early readers of the Epistle were alarmed by this change ; hence
in K L P and some other authorities we find a variant t6v ©eoV for

Tov XpLo-Tov, The R.V. has, ** But sanctify in your hearts Christ as

Lord," taking Kvpiov as predicate by reason of the absence of the

article. This translation might stand, if we took the words by them-

selves and out of connexion with the Isaianic text, but not other-

wise. The absence of the article before Kvptos has no significance.

In any case the Christological import of the passage is not affected.

*Ayta<raT€ is sufficiently explained by the words which follow in

Isaiah, " Let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread."

Itoi/ooi del TTphs diroXoyiai'. "Always ready for an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in

you." We might have expected Trepl rrj? Iv vfuv TrtcrTcws, but in St
Peter's mind the two words are very nearly identical. 'ATroXoyta

(followed by a dative, as in i Cor. ix. 3) means any kind of answer

or self-justification, whether formal before a judge, or informal.

Here iravrC fixes the word to the latter sense. Aoyov alreiv is a

classical phrase. Every cultivated sensible man was expected by
the Greeks to be prepared koyov SiSovai re koI SeiaaOai, to discuss

questions of opinion or conduct intelligently and temperately, to

give and receive a reason. The phrase A.oyov dTroStSomt, below, iv.

5, is quite different. ^ojSov (cf. ii. 18, iii. 2) is fear of God, not of

man. It is surely not fanciful to see here an allusion to St. Peter's

own experience. When the critical moment came upon him, he
was not ready with his answer, and so denied his Lord. Further, it
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was through want of meekness and fear that he denied ; of meek-
ness, because he had fancied that he loved the Lord " more than

these "; and of fear, because though he feared man, the Lord at the

moment was not his dread.

16. o-oi^eiSifjcrii' cx®*^^? AyaO^K . , . dmaTpo<|>i^t'. " Having a good
conscience ; in order that, wherein ye are spoken against, those who
revile your conversation, which is good in Christ, may be ashamed.
For a-vveCSrjariVf see ii. 18. *Ev w KaToXaXectr^e, the very thing

wherein ye are spoken against, is the avaarpo^ri : cf. li. 12,

avaarpo(f>rjV exovrc^ KaXrjv, iva, iv w KaraXaXoiia-Lv. Constantly the

apostle repeats his phrases with new significance and in a new light.

In the former passage he speaks of the righteousness of the

Christian as likely to promote the conversion of the heathen, here

simply as stopping the mouths of his defamers. Trjv ayadrjv iv

XpioTw are to be taken together ; cf. t^v iv <f>6^io ayvrjv dvaor/oo^ijv,

iii. 2. Three times (here and v. 10, 14) St. Peter uses the phrase

iv Xpio-Tw, which in the Pauline Epistles is very common (there are

thirteen instances in Romans). Elsewhere it is not found ; but the

idea that all is in Christ constantly recurs in John's Gospel, I 4, vi.

56, xiv. 20, XV. 1-5, xvi. 33, xvii. 21. The phrase iv Xpiarw is

mystical, and this is why St. Paul loves it. But it is not necessary

to suppose that he invented it. 'Eirrjped^ovTc^ is generally regarded

as governing dvacrTpo<^rJv, which is a possible construction (see Luke
vi. 28). But in good Greek the verb is not transitive, and is

followed by a dative or preposition. Here it would be quite

possible to take avacrTpocf>T^v with KaTaLo-xwOwa-LVj *' that those who
revile you may be abashed by your good conversation " ; nor is the

position of vp.o)v a conclusive argument against this rendering.

17. KpeiTTOK ydp, A further reason for patient endurance. Not
only will it silence calumny, but it is Christlike, and it has a value

for others. Here again recurs the thought involved in ii. 1 2, and in

the virkp vfjiwv of ii. 21. There is a parallelism between the suffer-

ings of Christ and those of the Christian, but it is not quite clear

how far it is meant to be carried. Et OiXoi to diX-qfia, " if the will

of God should will," is a rugged emphatic pleonasm, similar in sense

to the €t 8iov of i. 6. For the optative, see note on ver. 14 above.

18. OTi Kai XpiaTos aira^ irepl dp,apTiuc &TriQav€. It is better
" because Christ also once for all died for sins." 'Attc^oi/cv, N A C,
and all the Versions ; B K L P have Imradi. "Awa^, as in Heb. ix. 28,

distinguishes the one sacrifice of Christ from the repeated deaths of

victims under the Law. Ilept ap.apTLa^ is the regular phrase for the

sin-offering. Lev. v. 7, vi. 30 ; Ps. xxxix. (xl.) 7 ; Ezek. xliii. 21. 'YTrep

afxaprias occurs in Ezek. xliii. 25, xliv. 29, xlv. 17, xlvi. 20, The sin-

offering was propitiatory. Lev. v. 6, koI i^iXda-irat irepl avrov 6 Upevi
ircpl T^s afjuapTias avrov ^s i]fJMpT€j kol d<^i6ri(rf.Tai avrw rj afiapria, and
is called lAao-fios, Ezek. xliv. 27. Christ suffered not for particular
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offences, but for all sins of all men ; hence in the New Testament
we frequently find irc/at or vTrkp a/xaprtcov, Heb. v. i, 3, x. 26

;

I John ii. 2 ; i Cor. xv. 3 ; Gal. i. 4. He died as the one true sin-

offering, 8tKaio5 vTrlp dSt/cctfi/, just on behalf of unjust. In ii. 19 we
read that the sinlessness of Christ gave His Blood its value. What
we see in the world is that the unjust man is saved, or made
better, by the sufferings of the just, who not only sets an attractive

example, but actually bears the punishment of the unjust. The
consequence of moral evil is moral insensibility ; the pain of wrong-

doing is felt, at any rate in the first instance, by the innocent person

who desires to amend the offender ; take, for example, the anguish

of a mother over a theft committed by her child. In the police

courts a different rule prevails; there tudex damnatur cum nocens

absoluitur. Owing to a confusion between these two forms of

justice, the human and the divine, St. Peter's words, StKatos vxep

aStKwv, have often given great offence. Plotinus, one of the best and
ablest of men, says, probably with reference to Christianity, Kaxovs

Se yeyofiivovs ai$iovv aAAovs avrtav crcor^pas etvai iavTOVs Trpocfxivovs ov

OcfiLTov eixov TTOLovfiivoiv, " for men who have become evil to demand
that others should be their saviours by sacrifice of themselves is not

lawful even in prayer," Enn, iii. 2. 9. The Neoplatonist admitted

that my suffering makes me better, but thought it absurd to suppose

that the suffering of another could do so. The same difficulty lay

at the root of Socinianism (see Ritschl, Christian Doctrine ofJustifi-
cation and Reconciliation^ Eng. trans, p. 299 sqq.).

tmiQfxas irpooraYdyT] tw ©ew. "That He might bring us to God.**

As to the mood of Trpoa-aydyy^ it may be noticed that the optative is

never found in the New Testament in final clauses ; see Blass, pp.

211, 220. The meaning of irpoixdyciv has been much debated. It

is used of the priests, Aaron and his sons, whom Moses " brings

before God," and who may be regarded as sacrificial gifts. Thus in

Ex. xxix. 4, Kttt 'Aapo)i/ KoX Tous viovs avTov irpocrd^ii^ iirl ras Ovpas rrjs

(rK7}v^<s Tov fiaprvptov: cf. ver. 10 of the same chapter, koI Trpoo-a^cis

rov fi6(TX0V iTTL TttS Ovpas Trj<i <rKr)vrj<s rov fjiaprvpiov. Hence Kiihl

understands the meaning to be " that He might make us priests to

God." But there does not appear to be any reference here to the

priesthood of the Christian; and in the passages quoted, as von
Soden points out, irpoa-dyuv merely means " to bring near." Others

have supposed the phrase to signify " that He might make us a
sacrifice to God " ; TrpoadycLv being frequently used of the victim.

Lev. iii. 12, iv. 4, viii. 14. But this sense is inapplicable here; for,

in the words immediately preceding, Christ is spoken of as being

Hims'^lf the Victim. If, therefore, -rrpoa-dyeiv possesses here any

sacrificial sense at all, it is merely in a distant and indirect way.

We shall find the best explanation in Eph. ii. 18, iii. 12; Heb.
iv. 16, viL 25, X. 22, xii. 22, where, as von Soden says, the free
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access of Christians to the Father corresponds to the priestly

rrpoo-'v^'v of Christ The sin-offering opens the door and leads us

through it.

8ai/aTa)9eis, SwoiroiTjOeis. " Being put to death in flesh, but
quickened in spirit." The participles are not antecedent in point

of time to dTre^avc, but there is no difficulty in this; they are

equivalent to os iOavarwOr}, i^iDOTroti^Orj. The datives arapKi, TTvevfiaTi

are antithetical ; Christ died in body, and was quickened in soul or

spirit. St. Peter does not mean that the spirir had died. The
divine spirit of Christ which was in the prophets (i. 11) cannot have
been subject to dissolution ; and we can hardly suppose the

meaning to be that His human spirit was first destroyed and then

re-created, for there is no trace of such an idea elsewhere in the

Bible, and the next verse shows that in St. Peter's view the spirits

of the antediluvians were alive. We may explain CwoTroLrjOet^

perhaps by the x"-P'-^ ^^^* ^^ ^^^* 3* "^^^ ^^^^ of heaven is not
unnaturally distinguished from that of earth as a new life, a second
auayevvrja-L?, a fresh grace of God, though the two are continuous
and not disparate. Or we may compare John x. 18, "I have
power to lay down My life, and I have power to take it again,"

where the life is spoken of as ending and beginning again, yet the
*'

I " continues through the change. All phrases which apply to the

point of transition from the old life to the new are necessarily vague,

and the speculations which may be built upon them are endless.

How far are we to suppose the parallelism between the Passion

of Christ and that of the Christian to extend ? If we read aTviOavcv

for eiradev one point of similarity is greatly attenuated, for nowhere
in the Epistle does St. Peter regard the sufferings of the brethren as

likely to culminate in a violent death. A great number of modern
commentators have found a parallel in aTraf. "He suffered once ;

His sufferings are summed up and passed away ; He shall suffer no
more. And we are suffering arrai ; it shall soon be so thought of

and looked back upon" (Alford). But this interpretation also

would vanish with iTraOcy^ and is in any case rather artificial.

Nothing, then, seems to remain except ircpt ajxapTMVf St/caio?, tva

TTpoaaydyrjf and a-apKL. He died as the innocent sin-offering, and
our innocent sufferings have in their degree a similar value; He
brought us near to God, and we may bring others. But these

lessons are only allusively conveyed, and do not lie on the surface.

The apostle makes clear his chief point in iv. i sqq. : Christ

suffered in the flesh, and in the flesh we also must suffer.

19, 20, Iv fS . . . hC uSaros. " In which also He went and
preached unto the spirits in prison ; which aforetime were disobe-

dient, when the longsuffering of God was waiting in the days of

Noah, while the ark was a preparing, whereunto few, that is, eight

souls escaped through water."

II
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19. This and the following verse seem to be primarily intended

as a proof of ImoTrot-qOu^. After our Lord's Death He still lived and
ministered. The order of time is dTrc^ave, Tropcu^ets cki/'/dv^cv, os

ccTTtv Iv ^i^Lo. rov 0eou rropevOeU cts ovpavov. There can be no doubt
that the event referred to is placed between the Crucifixion and the

Ascension. We must therefore dismiss the explanation of Augus-

tine, Bede, Aquinas, and others, that Christ was in Noah when
Noah preached repentance to the people of his time. On this view

OT€ (XTrc^cSexeTO is taken with iKijpv^cVy not with dTret^i/o-ao-t, and TOts

iv <f}v\aKy is understood to mean "those who were then in the

prison of sin," or *' those who are now in the prison of Hades, but

were then alive."

What St. Peter says is that Christ not only ministered to men
upon earth, but also (/cat) went as a spirit to preach to spirits in

prison. Of these spirits we are told that they had been disobedient

in the days of Noah.
But who were the spirits? The context seems to imply that

they were those of the men who refused to listen to Noah.

Uvevfiara may be used of men after death (Heb. xii. 23), and the

v€KpoL<; of iv. 6 fixes this as the right sense.

The evYiyyeXiarOrjj again, of iv. 6 must be taken to prove that in

St. Peter's view our Lord preached the gospel to these spirits, and
offered them a place of repentance. Under the influence of later

theological ideas many commentators have been unwilling to admit

this, maintaining (i) that Christ must have preached to them not

hope, but condemnation ; or (2) that He preached only to those

that were righteous ; or (3) only to those who, though disobedient,

repented in the hour of death ; or (4) that He preached the gospel

to those who had been just, and condemnation to those who had

disobeyed. But all these afterthoughts are excluded by the text.

St. Peter clearly means that all the men of the time except eight

souls were disobedient.

Again, these explanations are all needless. The thought which

underlies St. Peter's words is that there can be no salvation without

repentance, and that there is no fair chance of repentance without

the hearing of the gospel. Those who lived before the Advent of

our Lord could not hear, and therefore God's mercy would not

condemn them finally till they had listened to this last appeal. So
Clement of Alexandria says {Strom, vi. 6. 48) that it would have

been TrXcovc^ta? ov T^9 Tv^ovo-rys cpyoi', " extremely unfair," to con-

demn men for not knowing what they could not know. Clement is

referring to this very passage, though he does hot actually quote it.

Thus St. Peter does not here contemplate the case of those who
have actually heard the gospel and refused it (on this point

see ii. ^-Z).

It is probable that St. Peter is here expressing in a modified form
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a belief which was current in the Jewish schools. In the Book of
Enoch (ed. Charles, chaps. Ix. 5, 25, Ixiv., Ixix. 26) will be found
obscure and mutilated passages which may be taken to mean that

the antediluvian sinners, the giants, and the men whom they

deluded, have a time of repentance allowed them between the first

judgment (the Deluge) and the final judgment at the end of the

world. In the last passage referred to we read that there was great

joy among them " because the name of the Son of Man was
revealed unto them." Weber (quoted by Kiihl) cites two passages

f. om the Bereschit Rabba, "But when they that are bound, they that

are in Gehinnom, saw the light of the Messiah, they rejoiced to

receive Him "
; and again, " This is that which stands written : We

shall rejoice and exult in Thee. When ? When the captives climb
up out of hell and the Shechinah at their head." See also Gfrorer,

Jahrhundert des HeilSy ii. p. 77 sqq. St. Peter limits this Jewish
doctrine to the special case of those who have not heard the gospel

on earth. It will be observed also that he alludes to Jewish tradi-

tion without expressly quoting it.

In the second century we find references to a passage which is

quoted as from the Old Testament (Irenaeus, iii. 20. 4, ascribes it to

Isaiah, iv. 22. i to Jeremiah; Justin, Trypho, 7 2, ascribes it to Jere-

miah, but adds that the Jews had recendy cut it out of the Bible),

ifxvijcrOr] 8c Ki^ptos 6 0€os aytos ^laparjX twv viKpuiV avroO, ruiv K^KOifirf-

fi€vo>v €ts yrjv x'^fxaro^, koX Kari^-q Trpb's avTOv<s ivayyeXia-acrOai. avrois

TO a-oi'DjpLov avTov. The source of this passage is unknown, but it

probably comes from some Jewish apocalypse.

It will be observed that what St. Peter affirms here is not simply

the Descensus ad Inferos, which is already contained in his Pente-

costal sermon. Acts ii. 27, in Luke xxiii. 33, possibly in Eph. iv 9,

but a special form of the Descensus, the Harrowing of Hell. Pos-

sibly this belief underlies Matt, xxvii. 52, 53; it is connected with

this passage of the Gospel in the Testamenta XII, Patriarcharum,

Levi, 4, (T/cuXevo/Aevov tov aSov €irt tw Travel toO viI/lotov. See also

Hermas, Sim. ix. 16. 5-7 ; Iren. iv. 33. i, 12, v. 31. i ; the Presbyter

in Irenaeus, iv. 27. 2 ; Marcion in Irenaeus, i. 27. 2 ; the Fragment of

the Gospel of Peter, 41 ; Tert. de Anima, 55 ; Origen, Celsus^ ii. 43 ;

in Lucam, Hom. iv. (Lomm. v. 99) ; in Joan. ii. 30 (Lomm. i. 158)

;

Acta Thaddaei in Eus. H. E,\. 13. 19 ; Ignatius, Magn, ix. 3.

20. oXiyot may imply a reminiscence of the question—Are there

few that be saved? Luke xiii. 23.

oKxi) \|/uxat. Gen. vii. 7, viii. 18. "^vxoll, of living men, Acts
ii 41, xxvii. 37 ; Rom. xiii. i ; Apoc. xvi. 3, and elsewhere.

8i€o-(ddT]crai'. Cf. Thuc. i. no, Kttl oAtyot olTto troXXwv iropevo'

fifvoi Sia T^s K.i^v7]<i h Kvpyjvrjv ccrw^T^o-av : iv. 1 1 3, Siaato^ovrai es t^
AtJKvOov. Atecr<x>6r](rav Sta must mean " escaped through " ; the water
already surrounded them when they fled into the ark.



1 64 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER

Many commentators here give Sta its instrumental force, "were
saved by water." This not only gives the preposition a sense

different from that which it bears in the compound verb, and neces-

sitates our translating cis ^v " in which," but produces an impossible

sense. The very object of the ark was to save Noah from the

water.

The difficulty which suggested this false translation arises from
arguing back, on a mistaken analogy, from the antitype to the type.

St. Peter has been thought to mean that in Baptism we are saved

by water, and that therefore Noah was saved in the same way. But
St. Peter, on the contrary, says here, in this particular figure, that

we pass through the water of Baptism into safety, as Noah passed

through the Flood into the ark. Similar language is used elsewhere

of Baptism. " Our fathers all passed through the sea, and were all

baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea," i Gor. x. i, 2.

Here also the figure is substantially the same, that of escape through

water. In Rom. vi. 3, again, the water represents the Death of

Christ, through which we pass to the Resurrection. In all these

figures the stress is laid, not on the water, but on the going into or

under the water, and the rising from it and leaving it. The water

expresses, not the instrument through which we receive the grace,

but rather the evil life which we leave behind. Of course the water,

being tied to the sacrament by divine command, is a condition of

the grace ; but this particular point is not directly involved in the

figure of the ark. To bring out this point other figures are needed,

such as that of washing, to which an allusion immediately follows.

21. ** Which, in an antitype. Baptism, not the putting away of

filth of flesh, but a question of a good conscience, brings you also

safe to God." i?, the Coptic, and Aethiopic omit o : Erasmus, follow-

ing some cursives, read w, a mere device to make the construction

easier. The antecedent to o is either vBu)p or to ScacrwOTjvaL 8l

vSaroi : but St. Peter suddenly changes his figure, introducing two

new metaphors ; hence arises the embarrassment of the grammar.

The mention of Noah had led him to speak of Baptism, which at

first strikes him as analogous to the Flood, inasmuch as it is a

deliverance from drowning in the waters of sin. But here he is

struck by the thought that this is not an adequate account of Bap-

tism, or that there are other aspects of the sacrament which are

equally valuable. It has an outward and an inward part ; it is a

washmg, a question which brings you safe to God. No trace of the

parallel which he set out to draw remains except in €ts ©€ov = eU ttjv

KifiiOTov, and Si dvacTTacrews = Si" vSaro?. The word dvrtTVTTov is used

also Heb. ix. 24 (see Bishop Westcott's note there). Properly

speaking, the type is the seal of which the antitype is the impres-

sion, or the original document (to avdevriKov) of which the antitype

is the copy. In Hebrews the earthly temple is antitype of the
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eternal. This is the general use; cf. 2 Clem. xiv. (see Bishop

Lightfoot's note) Const. App. v. 14. 4, vi. 30. i, where the Flesh of

Christ is the antitype of His Spirit, or the bread and wine of His
Body and Blood. But St. Peter uses avrinrKov of the nobler

member ot the pair of relatives, of that to which the tvttos points

and in which it finds its fulfilment, of the seal not of the

copy.

QihXfiK p<£imo-fi.a is a strong phrase. Cf. Markxvi. 16, o Tnorcvcras

Kttt /SaTTTLarOel? crmOriarirai : Tit. iii. 5» €0^<^o'€V 17/Aas 8ia Xovrpov

TraXL-yyevecrLa'i kol avaKatv(!>(T€u>s IIvev/u-aTO? 'Ayiov. But St. Peter's

phrase goes beyond either of these. For airoOccn^ see diroOefjievoL,

ii. I ; both this word and pviros are aira^ Xiyo/xcva. For aweiBrjcrK

ayaO-rj cf. ii. 19, iii. 15. Baptism is not merely an outward and
visible form, but an inward and spiritual grace ; not merely a
cleansing of the body, but a cleansing of the soul. But instead of

writing ov orapKos aTroOea-ts pvirov dXAoi j/'v;^^?, St. Peter substitutes for

\l/v)(^^ the difficult words o-weiSiyVews dyaS^s iirepatTrifjLa, "ETrepwrav

means to ask a question, or, in later Greek, to ask for a thing.

'E7r€p(i)Tr)p.a accordingly means either " a question " or " a demand."
Commentators almost universally couple ct? ©coy with <rwci-

StJo-co)? dyaOrj^ cTrcpcu-ny/Aa, and understand the meaning to be prayer

to God of (proceeding from) a good conscience, or prayer to God
for a good conscience, or inquiry of a good conscience after God.
The last version (Alford's) is based upon 2 Kings xi. 7, kol €in]p<a-

rrjarev AaviS ct? eiprjvTjv *Ia)a/3 :
" David asked about the peace, or

health, of Joab." But it requires cTrcptuTT/o-is : and though this

is perhaps not an insuperable difficulty, yet " inquiry after God"
applies to one who is just turning towards the light, not to one who
has made up his mind and is actually being baptized. To the other

two renderings it is a fatal objection that iTrcpwrav signifies to ask

men for favours, Ps. cxxxvi. (cxxxvii.) 3 ; Matt. xvi. i, but is not

used of prayer to God. Lastly, none of these explanations gives

the sense required. What we want is a version which will not only

express the inner reality of baptism, but express it in a shape which
forms an antithesis to aapKos diroOeari's pvirov.

The best way seems to be to take cis ®€ov with o-<u^«, so as to

form an antithesis to SLea-wOrja-av cts t^v KifioiToVy and to understand

iircpdirrifxa of the Baptismal " question " or " demand." Faith and
repentance are the antecedent conditions of baptism ; they may be
said to make "a good conscience," and to be the real "putting

off of the filth of the soul." The candidate must always have been
asked, in the form of words familiar in later times, or in some other,

whether he possessed these qualifications. We may translate

"question of" or "concerning," or "demand for, a good con-

science," the question, "Dost thou believe?" the demand, "Wilt
thou renounce ? " " Wilt thou obey ?

"
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Si* dmordlaews *\r]<roG XpiaroO. "Through the resurrection of

Jesus Christ." The words are formally parallel to St* vSaros, They
are connected grammatically with o-w^ei : and baptism saves us

through^ in the sense of by the virtue of the Resurrection. Here
again, then^ the mixture of metaphors causes a slight difficulty ; but

this is met by using the word " through," which, like the Greek Sta,

means both "passing through" and "by means of."

Regeneration is connected with the Resurrection above, L 3.

22. as eVrii' Iv Sc^ia. Christ is spoken of here as " being ** at

the right hand of God,* cf. Rorti. viii. 34. The phrase " sitting
"

comes from Ps. ex. (Matt. xxii. 24), but was used by our Lord
Himself, Matt. xxvi. 64 ; Mark xiv. 62 ; Luke xxii. 69 ; cf. Eph.

i. 20; Heb. i. 13, x. 12, xii. 2; Mark xvi. 19; Acts ii. 35 (where

Ps. ex. is quoted by St. Peter). St. Stephen (Acts vii. 55, 56) saw

the Son of Man "standing " at the right hand of God, as if He had
risen from the throne to succour His dying servant; with this

compare the story of Carpus in Ep, 8 of Dionysius the Areopagite,

See also Dr. Milligan, The Ascension ofour Lord^ p. 58.

TTopeuGels CIS oupai'oi'. The Resurrection, is distinguished from

the Ascension, though the interval of time is not stated.

uTTOTay^rrwK auTW dyy^^w*' •<^<*i elouo-iwi' Kal Su»'(£|X€a>i'. "Angels

and authorities and powers having been made subject unto Him.**

Cf. Rom. viii. 38, oiUre ayycXoi, ovr^ ^PX^^* ^^^ cveo-Ttura, o{jt€

/icAAovra, ovre 8vi/a/x€is, ovre vi/^w/ta, ovre jSdOos, ovre Tis KTtcris irepa I

Eph. i. 2 1, virepdvo) iracnys apx^? Kol c^ovcrtas koi Swa/Aetos kol Kvpio-

rrjTOS . . . KOI Trai/ra vTrcra^cv ktA.. : Col. ii. 10, KC^aX^ TraoT/s ap;(^s

KOI c^ovo-ias. For the verb vTrorda-a-eiv cf. also I Cor. XV. 27;
Heb. ii. 8 : its use was suggested by Ps. viii. 7, Travra wrcTa^as

vTTOKaTo) Tlov TToSolv ttvTov. See the Booh of Enoch (ed. Charles,

Ixi. 10; the passage comes just before one of the Noachic frag-

ments which St. Peter may possibly have had in view in the

preceding verses), " And He will call on all the host of the heavens,

and all the holy ones above, and the host of God, the Cherubim,

Seraphim, and Ophanim, and all the angels of power, and all the

angels of principalities." This part of Enoch, Mr. Charles thinks,

was written between B.c. 94-79, or more precisely between B.c.

70-64. From some such source are derived the angelic divisions

as they are given both by St. Peter and St. Paul. Enoch's phrase

opens a question whether we ought not, in the present passage, to

translate "angels both of authorities and of powers." The
"authorities and powers" probably mean the departments of

nature over which the several angelic orders bear sway. In the

Book of Jubilees {^di. Charles, p. 5), the highest angels are those

that stand before the Face, next come the angels of Glory, then

angels of Winds, of Clouds and Darkness, of Snow, Hail, Frost,

and so on.
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rV. 1. XpiaTou ouv iraOorros . . . dfxoprias. Here also K has

a.Tro6av6vro<s virlp vfxiov : A K L P add vTrep rj/xwy after TraOovro^ :

BC have iraOovTos only. For a/xaprtas B has d/iapriat?, and this

appears to be the reading of the Aethiopic, Vulgate, and Peshito.

ovv introduces the main lesson to be drawn from iii. 18-22.

*07rkit,ea-6ai (one of St. Peter's aTra^ Acyo/Acva) is used here in its

classical poetical sense ; of. Soph. El. 905, oTrXC^iaOai 6pd(Tos.

'Evvota (Heb. iv. 12) is an idea, design, or resolve, that of suffering

with patience. Here, again, Christus Patiens is our vTroypa/z/xos.

He suffered in the flesh and so must we; of course, dya^oTrotowrcs

or 8ta StKaioo-wT^v is implied. But St. Peter goes on to add a very

remarkable statement about this bodily suffering. It is not only

Xa.pvi Trapd ©CO) (ii. 2o), or KpcLTTov (iii. 17), but it also makes the man
better. " For he who hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from

sin." "On gives the reason for oTrXtcrao-^c. neVavTat is middle, not

passive ; the meaning is, " he hath ceased to do evil," not " he hath

been delivered from the power or guilt of sin." 'Afiaprua in i Peter

always means "a sinful act." He that in meekness and fear hath

endured persecution rather than join in the wicked ways of the

heathen, can be trusted to do right; temptation has manifestly

no power over him. St. Peter does not say that our guilt is taken

away by our sufferings, or that Christ did not suffer for us all, or

that our sufferings can do us any good, except in so far as they are

borne for the love of Christ. These points do not here arise. The
passage is not to be compared with Rom. vL 7, 6 yap diroOavojv

SeSiKaLioTai aTro t^s dp.apTia<s.

2. els TO fiTjK^Tt . . . yupivov, " So that he lives the rest of his

time in the flesh no longer by the lusts of men, but by the will of

God." Ets TO gives the result of iriiravTaL a/xapTtaSf cf. Rom. i. 20,

iv. 18, and other passages. If we take cts to as " in order that " (cf.

iii, 7 above), we must couple it with oTrXtVaor^c, and translate as

R. V. " Arm yourselves with the same mind, that ye no longer should

live." The article is used with the same easy correctness as in

iii. 3. BiSo-at (used in LXX., not elsewhere in N.T.) is a classical

verb, but the first aorist (familiar in the proverb Xdde /?i(uo-as) is

late; the Attic form is ^twvai, see Cobet, Nouae Lectiones^'^. 576.
The datives cVi^v/xiai?, O^Xyipari express the rule by which the man
shapes his life. From this verse it is evident that TraOelv crapKiy as

applied to the Christian, rather excludes than suggests the idea

of death. The prospect of martyrdom is clearly not immediately

present to the writer's mind.

3. dpKeros ydp . . . KareipydaBai, "For the time past may
suffice to have wrought the wish of the Gentiles." After ydp

C K L P have rjpXv : i<, the Coptic, and Aethiopic, vpuv. For the

construction of dpKeT6<s cf. Anthol. Graeca^ ix. 749, dpKfxov olvtf

aWca-Bai KpaSirjv' p.r] irvpX irvp tTraye. But a Greek would probably
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have written dpKcros o TrapcXi^Xv^ws ;(povos, ev <f . . , KaTitpyaaOe :

cf. Isocrates, Paneg, 75 D, \kq.vo% yap 6 TrapeA-iyXv^ws {xpovos), iv w r(

Twr Setvwv ov yiyovev ; BovXrjfw. is used, Rom. ix. 19, of the will of

God ; here, in contrast to that will, it means the wish of heathen
neighbours who would gladly see the Christians living the same
kind of life as themselves. To PovXrj/xa rwv iOviov is one of the

phrases relied upon to show that the readers of the Epistle were
themselves of Gentile birth, but this is not a necessary inference

from the words. Lax Jews might, and very frequently did, adopt
the evil ways of the heathen. Possibly St. Peter is thinking of

passages such as 4 Kings xvii. 8, kol iiropevOrjo-av rot? BiKo^nofxacrL Ttov

i6vo>v. St. Paul uses language which implies that the general

morality of the Jews was little higher than that of the Gentiles,

Rom. ii. 21-24, iii- 9-18; Eph. ii. 1-3; and ready to hand lie the

instances of the Herods, Bernice, Drusilla, and the sons of Sceva,

a chief priest (Acts xix. 14). There is a possibility again that -^pHv

really belongs to the text ; and if it does, the writer is certainly not

addressing Gentile Christians only.

ireiropeufji^Kous iv is a Hebraism. The tense of the participle is

adapted to that of Karetpyao-^at, cf. ^avarw^cts, l^oiOiroi-qOu's in iii. 18.

*A(r€Xy€ta in classical Greek means brutality, but is used by later

writers specially of lasciviousness. The plural means either kinds

or acts of lasciviousness. Oi»/o</)A.vyta is found in the LXX. Deut
xxi. 20, but not elsewhere in the New Testament. Kw/aoi (Rom.
xiii. 13; Gal. v. 21) were revels, carousals, merry-makings, some-

times private, sometimes public and religious. Plato regarded them
with disapproval, as tending to foster the tyrannical licentious

character, liep. 573 D, To /actol ravra iopTol yiyvovrai Trap avroLS

/cat KiOfxoL Kttt ^aA.€tai Kal IraZpai koX to. roiavra iravra, Siv av "Epcas

rvpavvo^ tvZov OLKdv BiaKv^epvai ra rys ^XV^ aTrarra : Theaet, 1 7 3 D,

SetTTva Ktti <rvv avKt\Tpi<Ti Kwfjioi, At such revels the talk seems to

have turned largely upon '* Love," which is the theme of conversa-

tion in the Symposium. By philosophers and poets such a subject

might be handled as it is by Socrates and his friends; in other

cases " Love " would signify 7rdv8r//>tos 'Ac^poStrry. Even the excel-

lent Plutarch thought that it was absurd to be squeamish over wine,

and that it was not only excusable, but a religious duty, to let

tongues go ; the gods required this compliment to their mythological

characters. Quaest. Conuiu. vii. 7, Ei yap cxAXotc /xaXtara h-f\ ttov

Trapa ttotov TrpoinraKnkov cert TOVTQi<i Kai Boreov €ls ravra tw ©€^
TTjv xf/vxw* Among the Romans comi'ssan, comissator^ comissatio

are words which imply debauchery, and carry with them a strong

moral disapproval (see references in Facciolati). Except in so far

as they were corrupted by Greek ideas, and this in Imperial times

is a large exception, the Romans did not regard lust and drunken-

ness as acts of religious observance.



CHAP. IV. VER. 4 169

d0€fjitTots etSwXoXarpeiais. "Unlawful idolatries." In Acts x

28, the only other place where d^c/wros occurs in the New Testament,
it is used by St. Peter of that which is forbidden by the law of

Moses ; and this is probably the meaning here. In classical Greek
it means " forbidden by Oijxi^" by the natural law of reason and
conscience. This is the sense adopted by R.V., which translates
" abominable idolatries." The question is of importance, because,

if the meanmg is " unlawful," St. Peter would seem to be addressing

Jews, if " abominable," then Gentiles. Many Jews fell into idolatry,

like Alexander, the nephew of Philo; and many more would be
contaminated by conniving at it. See, for a striking example of

this fact, the magical formula given by Deissmann, Bibelstudien,

p. 26 sqq., Eng. trans, p. 274, which must have been composed by a

Jew. Nor need St. Peter be taken to mean that all his readers had
joined in idol worship. The phrase forms the chief argument of

those who maintain that the Epistle was directed to Gentile readers.

But, upon the whole, the most natural supposition is that among the

Asiatic Christians were both Gentiles and Jews, and that St Peter
uses words that touch sometimes one, sometimes the other, some-
times all alike.

4. iv J Uv'dfivraK , . . pXa<T<|)Y]{jiourr€9. "Wherein they are

amazed that ye run not with them into the same pool of reckless-

ness, blaspheming." 'Ev <S, " in which thing," " in which manner
of life" {h do-cXyctats ktX.), should be taken with oT;i/Tp€xoi/Taji'.

The reason of the amazement is given by the genitive absolute, and
i€vC^€(TOai iv TLvi is hardly a possible construction. Just below,

iv. 12, the verb is followed by the simple dative. Hen^av, which
properly means " to entertain a guest," is used in later Greek in the

sense of "to astonish"; of. Acts xvii. 20. This "amazement" was
a fruitful source of persecution. The Christians were compelled to

stand aloof from all the social pleasures of the world, and the

Gentiles bitterly resented their puritanism, regarding them as the

enemies of all joy, and therefore of the human race. An instructive

passage will be found in Minucius Felix, xii.

Zurrpexeiv expresses the blind haste of the wicked man who rushes
headlong on his pleasure; cf. Rom. iii. 15, "their feet are swift to

shed blood." 'Ao-wrta (Eph. v. 18 ; Tit. i. 6) in Aristotle {Etk. Nic.

iv. I. 3) is opposed to <^€t8(o, and signifies the utter recklessness in

expenditure of the dKoXao-ros, who has lost all self-control. A good
instance is to be found in the Prodigal Son. 'Avaxvo-is (not found
elsewhere in the Greek Bible) means "a pouring out," "effusion";
hence any broadening of water, such as an estuary or a marsh, caused
by the overflow of a river. In Virg. Aen, vi. 107, "tenebrosa palus

Acheronte refuso," Heyne explains refuso by avaxvOevro^s, Kiihl

refers to Aelian, de an. xvi. 15, and Script, graec. apud Luper. in

Harpocr. Suidas, however, gives ^SXa/ctta, IkXvctl^ as synonyms, as
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if the word had taken a physical meaning, of the pouring out or

loosening of fibre, hence of " dissoluteness."

l3\aa(fi7]fjiovuT€^, " blasphemers that they are," comes with great

force at the end of the clause, so as to form a strong basis for the

following words. B\a(T<j>r)fi€i:v in classical Greek has a weaker and
a stronger use, of calumniating man or God ; the difference lies, not

in the verb itself, but in the object. In Tit. iii. 2 it means merely

"to calumniate," but it is always a stronger word than KaraXaXeXv

or XoiSopctv, and brings out the wickedness of calumny (cf. Rom.
iii. 8; 1 Cor. iv. 13, x. 30; i Tim. i. 20). It is used of the Jews
who reviled our Lord (Matt, xxvii. 39), and in many passages means
what we call "blasphemy," contumely against God (Matt. ix. 3,

xxvi. 65). In the present passage the run of the sense shows that

it bears this stronger meaning. The charges made by the heathen
were not only false, but turned the Christian faith into impiety, the

Christian virtue into vice, and involved a different and blasphemous
idea of God.

5. ot d-n-oSojTouo-i \6yov, " But they shall give account to Him
that is ready to judge quick and dead." For the sudden vehement
use of ot, compare Rom. iii. 8, S>v to Kpifia cvSlkov ia-ru 'A-jroSiSovai

\6yov, "to render an account to a master or judge," "to stand

trial," generally with the implication that defence is not easy (Matt.

xii. 36; Luke xvi. 2; Acts xix. 40; Heb. xiii. 17), is to be dis-

tinguished from koyov alT€Lv or BiSovaL (iii. 15 above). *ETot)u,«s

:

the Judge is ready ; cf. ataT-qpiav iToifxrjv d7roKa\v(f>6rjvaif i. 5, and
^yytK€ just below. The Judge is not here named. Above, i. 17,

He is the Father; but St. Peter connects the judgment with the

Revelation of Jesus Christ, i. 13, and with the appearance of the

Chief Shepherd, v. 4.

6. els TOUTO yap Kal vcKpois euTiYyeXiffOti. "For this is the

reason why the gospel was preached (not only to living, but) also

to dead, that, after they had been judged like men in flesh, they

should live like God in spirit." Tap introduces an explanation of

the words immediately preceding. He is ready to judge quick and
dead ; for soon the living will have heard, and the dead have already

heard the gospel. " Paratus est Judex ; nam euangelio praedicato

nil nisi finis restat," Bengel. Nc/cpots must be taken in the obvious

sense of the word ; they were dead at the time when the announce-
ment was made. Further, it must have the same sense as in ^tovras

Kol v€Kpovst that is to say, it must include all the dead, not merely

those who perished in the Flood. EvrjyyeXLaOr} is impersonal ; bu^
if St. Peter had meant that the agent was any other than Christ,

he must have said so expressly. The difference of tense in KpLOuxn,

^CxTL, makes the former verb antecedent in time to the latter, and
the sense is the same as if St. Peter had written tva KpiOevrt^ ^wo-i.

Judgment in the flesh is death (cf. the passage from Enoch, quoted
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on ill. 19 above, where the DeMge is spoken of as a first judgment
to be followed by a second, " when the name of the Son of Man
will be revealed unto them"). Death is that penalty which all

men alike must pay. Kara has the same force as in i. 15. Thus
we get a complete antithesis, KpiOioa-i answering to ^wo-t, Kara

dvOp(x>7rov^ to Kara ©eo^', <rapKL to irv€v/xaTt. Life like God in spirit

is blessed life ; the object of the preaching was the salvation of the

dead ; but St. Peter does not say, and probably does not mean, that

the object was in all cases attained. The idea seems to be that

God will not judge any man finally till the whole truth has been
revealed to him. If this interpretation is right, the "preaching"
is the same that was spoken of in iii. 19, but the audience here

includes all those who had died before the Descent into Hell,

whether saints or sinners; for, if those who riireiOyja-av before the

Deluge heard the Word, those who were disobedient afterwards

cannot have been shut out
The meaning of the passage has been much debated. Augustine,

Cyril, Bede, Erasmus, Luther, and others took vcKpoi to mean
" those who were dead in trespasses and sins," the spiritually dead,

or more especially the Gentiles (Matt viii. 22; Eph. ii. i; Col.

ii. 13) ; but it is impossible to suppose that St Peter used the same
word twice, almost in the same breath, in two different senses.

Bengel explained vcKpoC of those first Christians who were dead in

St Peter's time, giving the word the sense of " those who are now
dead." This explanation was suggested by his belief that it was im-

possible for Christ to have preached to the dead. " Quum corpus in

morte exuitur, anima uel in malam uel in bonam partem plane figitur.

Euangelium nulli post mortem praedicatur." But the same sense

has been given to vcKpoC by a number of modem commentators.
Von Soden thinks that ver. 6 is intended as a comfort, and that

St Peter is replying to a difficulty indirectly suggested by his words
in the preceding sentence. God will soon judge both quick and
dead. " Yes," the Christian reader might say, " the blasphemer will

have his recompense. But how will this avail our friends who have
died in the midst of suffering ? " Even for them, the apostle answers,

the thought of the judgment is full of consolation ; for this is the

very reason why the gospel was preached to our departed brethren,

that after death they might have eternal life. This explanation

makes our passage nearly parallel in sense to i Thess. iv. 13-18,
but a glance at St. Paul's words in that place will show how differ-

ently St. Peter must have expressed himself, if this had been his

meaning. Further, on this hypothesis he would surely have written

Tots TeOvrjKocTL or Tots KCKoip.-qp.ivoLSy not v€KpoU. Hofmann gives

v€/cpots the same signification, but regards the verse as a word of

menace, making ydp refer to ^X.aa-<l>r]fiovvT€<s ot aTroStaaovari Xoyov.

In this case the sense will be, " Let not the blasphemer think that,
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if he escapes punishment in this life, he has escaped altogether.

For this is why the gospel was preached to those who are now dead
in order that (if they listened) they might have eternal life (but if

they refused to listen, might heap up to themselves further con-

demnation)." But here we have to make a large and arbitrary

parenthesis to get the sense which Hofmann desires, and the

objections to this meaning of ve/cpots remain.

In very early times the evrjyyeXia-Orj of iv. 6 was distinguished

from the iKT^pvi€v of iii. 19 and ascribed not to Christ, but to the

apostles ; see Hermas, Sim. ix. 1 6. 5-7 ; Clem. Alex. Strom, vi. 6.

45, 46. This view was only rendered possible by the impersonality

of evrjyyeXtcrOi], and is quite fanciful. Further, Hermas, Clement,
Irenaeus (iv. 22. i, 2), and Ignatius {Magn. ix. 3) restrict the

preaching to the just, guided probably by the mention of the
"saints" in Matt, xxvii. 52. But, as noticed above, the use of

aimOricracrLv in iii. 20 seems clearly to imply that in St. Peter's

belief the offer was made to all, though some might reject the

light in Hades, as many do reject it in this world.

7, it&vTdiv 8e TO T^os ri^iyiK^v. " But the end of all things has
drawn near." The "but" introduces a new train of thought
suggested by the mention of the judgment. It has drawn near,

and there is increased need for watchfulness and prayer. The day
is near {eTOLfxrjVf i. 5 ; dXiyov apri, i. 6 ; tw crot/x-ws exovrt, iv. 6 ; cf.

Jas. v. 8; Phil. iv. 5; Apoc xxii. 12). It is nearer than it was
(Rom. xii. 11), but it is not imminent {ovk ivia-TrjKev, 2 Thess. ii. 2)

;

it will not come without warning; men are not to neglect their

duties, or fall into panic terror. There is a close similarity here

between St. Peter, Mark xiv. 38 (yprjyop€LT€ koI Trpoa-evx^crOe), and
Luke xxi. 36 {aypvTrveLTC Be iv Travrl Kacpw Seoficvoi), For vt^xj/are cf.

L 13, V. 8 ; I Thess. v. 6 ; Luke xxi. 34. It may be noticed that

St Peter says nothing about the signs of the end. Even in 2 Peter,

where the Parousia is so immediately in question, this subject is not
touched except in so far as the Mockers (2 Pet. iii. 3) belong to the

Last Days. Neither the apostle nor his readers can have felt any
interest in these speculations. They were rife at Thessalonica.

From the second century onwards, there were repeated attempts to

fix a date for the end of the world; see Alexandre, Oracula Sibyllina^

ii. p. 485 sqq.

8. TTji' €ts lauTous dydinji' cKxenj Ixoitcs. "Cherishing love

which is fervent towards one another." 'Ektcv^ is marked as predi-

cate by the position of the article. " Amor iam praesupponitur, ut

sit uehemens praecipitur," Bengel; cf. i. 22, dAXTJAovs ayairria-an
€KT€vw^. Both there and here Kiihl would give cktcvtJs the sense of

"persistent." The easy rapid connexion of the following sentences

with the imperative by participle and adjective Ixovtcs, <t^L\6$€voi,

BuLKOvovvTfs is found also ii, i3-ijj. 8 above. ^Ayamj cts iavrovs (to
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yourselves = to one another ; for this use of the reflexive, which is

not unclassical, see Blass, p. 169) is the <^tAa8eX<^ta of ii. 22.

aydirt] KaXuirrei irXTJ0os dfjiapTtwi'. ** Charity covers," or "atones
for a multitude of sins." In Prov. x. 12 the LXX. has fjuaos lyupa
V€LKO<5f TravTttS 8e tovs fJ^rj ^iXovctKowras KaXvirrei <^tXta. The sense

of the Hebrew is,
*' Hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covereth all

transgressions." St. Peter's version is nearer to the Hebrew than

that of the LXX. The meaning of the Hebrew is that, while hatred

stirs up strife by dragging the faults of others to light, charity covers

them up and hides them. This, however, can hardly be the sense

here, and certainly cannot be in Jas. v. 20, 6 lincrTpixpa^ afxafrrwXbv

CK TrXdvqs oSov avrov crwcru ij/vx-qv Ik OavdroVf kol KaXvif/ei ttXtjOo^

dfiapTLC)v. In this latter passage "cover" must signify "cover from
the sight of God," " make atonement for,"—a sense suggested by
Ps. xxxi. (xxxii.) I, /naKdpioi &v df^iO-qa-av ai dvoyu,tdt Kat wv citckoXv-

(f)Or)aav at dfjcaprtaL, and Other passages where the verb Kipper is used
(see Cheyne, Isaiah^ ii. p. 2 10, «.) ; and this appears to be the meaning
of St. Peter also. The love of Christ covers sins (Luke vii. 47);
and love of the brethren, flowing as it does from the love of Christ,

may be regarded as a kind of secondary atonement. Brother

becomes a Christ to brother, and, in so far as he renews the great

Sacrifice, becomes a partaker in its effects and a channel through

which the effects are made operative for others. If there is any
connexion here between St. James and St. Peter, it is clear that the

former is the borrower, for the connexion of his phrase with the

verse of Proverbs can only be made clear by taking the phrase of

the latter as a help. If St. Peter had not first written d-yd-Kt] koXv-kt^i

irXrjOo^ dfjiapTLiovy St. James never could have said that he who con-

verteth a sinner KoXvij/iL TrXrjOos dixapnoiv.

9. ^\X6i^voi, By hospitality is not meant the giving of feasts,

but the reception, entertainment, and relief of travellers. Inns
were rare and little used, though we read of them in two passages

of St. Luke's Gospel, ii. 7, x. 34. The entertainment of strangers

was specially enjoined by our Lord (Matt. xxv. 35). It was to be
practised without asking questions, for thus angels might be enter-

tained unawares (Heb. xiii. 2) ; but became a stringent obligation

in the case of brethren, especially if they were travelling on the

affairs of the Church (Acts x. 6, xxi. 16), and injunctions to hospi-

tality are frequent (Rom. xii. 13; i Tim. iii. 2, v. 10; Tit. i. 8;

3 John 5). Indeed, without a liberal practice of this virtue, the

missions of the Church would have been impossible.

10. cKaaros KaOws cXaPe \dpi(j^a.. "As each hath received a
gift ministering it to one another." St. Peter does not speak of

miraculous x^P^^^/^^Ta, of healings, or miracles, or prophecy, or

discerning of spirits, or tongues, or interpretations (i Cor. xii. 9, 10).

Throughout the Epistle he lets fall no word to show that these
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extraordinary gifts of the Spirit existed among the Diaspora, or thai

he himself attached any importance to them. Here, where the

injunction to hospitality so closely precedes, it would seem that

money, the means of hospitality, is regarded as a xapto-z^a.

otKoi'Oftot. St. Paul uses "steward" of himself (i Cor. iv. i),

and of the Bishop (Tit. i. 7). Here every Christian is a steward.

There may be a reference to Matt. xxiv. 45, where, as here, the

mention of the good steward follows immediately on that of the

Second Coming. For ttolklXt)^ see note on i. 6. Xapis is here
the bounty of God, of which the x^^P^^i*-^"^^ ^^^ ^^^ component
parts.

11. ei Tis XaXei, <&s Xoyta 0€oG. " If any man speak, speaking as

the oracles of God." The article is omitted, as with ypacf)rj, ii. 6

;

but, if it be thought necessary to mark the omission, we may
translate "as oracles of God speak," that is to say, "as Scripture

speaks," with sincerity and gravity. The Christian's talk is to be
modelled on the Bible. The verb XaXelv might be used of speaking
with tongues or of prophecy (i Cor. xiv. 2, 4), but not without a

defining addition. Words reveal the character, and should always

be "words of grace," whether addressed to the heathen (the a-n-oXoyla

of iii. 15) or to the brethren. We may compare Jas. iii. ; Matt.

xii. 37. Aoyta means Scripture. The word originally signifies

" oracles," and was borrowed from Greek heathenism by Jews and
Christians. Ta Xoyta sometimes means specially the Ten Com-
mandments (Aristeas in Eus. Praep. Eii. viii. 9. 27 ; Acts vii. 38 ;

Philo in Eus. H. E. ii. 18. 5 ; Basil, de S. S. xiii. 30). Philo, how-
ever, uses \6yia or xPWI^^^ o^ ^H the writings of Moses, the only

portion of Scripture of which he expressly treats. Ovk ayvoto fiev

ovVy a)S TrdvTa elcri )(p7]<rfioi, ocra iv rat? Upais ^tfSXoi^ yiypairrai,

Xprj<r6€VT€^ 81 avTov—immediately after this he employs the word
Xoyia, Vita Mosis, iii. 23 (ii. 163). In the Z>e Praemiis et Foenis, i

(ii. 408), he says that there were three species of " the \6yia given

by the prophet Moses," the cosmogonical, the historical, and the

legislative. When he speaks of "the \6yia given by the prophet

Moses," he implies that there were other Aoyta given by other

prophets, and as he expressly applies the word " oracles " to the

narrative portions of Scripture, it would seem that the Xoyia in his

view include the whole Hebrew Bible. Though he deals at large

only with the Mosaic books, he quotes freely from the historical

books, from Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Jonah,
Zechariah. In Rom. iii. 2 ; Heb. v. 1 2, ra Aoyta means the Hebrew
Bible. As Christian writings gained currency and authority the

same title was extended to them ; see Clem. Rom. xiii., xix., liii.,

Ixii., and 2 Clem. xiii. When Polycarp speaks of ra Xoyta toG Kvptov

as including the history of the Resurrection (Phil, vii.), he means
the Gospels, and embraces under the term not only the words of
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our Lord, but the narrative ; and there can be little doubt that

\6yia KvptaKtt was used in the same sense by Papias (Eus. H. E. iii.

39. I, 16). Ephrem Syrus, according to Photius, divided the New
Testament into KvpiaKo, Ao-yta and dTroo-ToXtKa Krjpvyixara, and it is

probable that all the earlier writers restricted \6yia to the Gospels.

Eusebius, however, uses to Xoyiov of a historical passage in Acts
(If, E, ii. 10. i), and in his time the word denotes all Holy Scripture,

Jewish or Christian. Socrates {H, E, iii. 20) calls the prophecy
that not one stone of the temple should be left upon another to

rov XpKTTov Xo'ytoi/, the " oracle," or " prediction " of Christ. This
is an unusual but quite proper use of the word. The meaning of

\oyia has been much disputed : the reader may consult Heinichen's

note on Eus. ^ ^. iii. 19. 15; Lightfoot, Essays on Supernatural

Religion^ P* 172 sqq. ; Salmon, Introduction to the New Testament

^

p. 98 sqq. ; Weiss, Lehrbuch der Einleitung^ pp. 486 sqq., 492 sqq.,

and the Introductions generally.

The R.V. translates our passage, " If any man speak, speaking

as it were oracles of God," taking Ao'yia as accusative ; and many
commentators follow Bengel in this mode of explaining the words.

There are, however, serious objections to this rendering. In the

first place, we must give different senses to ws after SiaKovoiWes and
after XaAct: in the former case it will represent ut^ in the latter

quasi or tanquam. But, further, what tolerable sense can be
gathered from the words "as it were oracles of God"? Dean
Alford, who follows the same construction as R.V., thinks that the

admonition is addressed to the prophet, and that what St. Peter

means is that the prophet "is to speak what he does speak as

God's sayings (oracles), not as his own." But XoXdv alone cannot
signify XaXCiv Iv irvev/uLTiy and who would exhort a prophet to speak
as if his utterances were not his own, when this is the very essence

of all prophecy ? Or, if it be supposed that the teacher is meant,
how could he be recommended to speak quasi-oracles ? It is the

very thing that a teacher ought to avoid.

€1 Tis SiaKom. All Christians are " ministers," as was the Son
of Man (Matt. xx. 28, xxiii. 11). They are to render their services

not by way of patronage, with any show or feeling of superiority,

but "as of strength which God supplies," with humble acknow-
ledgment that all their power of doing good is given by God. ijs is

in Attic attraction ; other instances will be found in Bruder.

ii'tt ^1' TTclai So^d^TjTai 6 0e6s Sid *lT]aoO XpiaroO. On the apostolic

doxologies (Gal. i. 5; Rom. xi. ^6^ xvi. 27; Phil. iv. 20; Eph. iii.

21; I Tim. i. 17, vi. 16; 2 Tim. iv. 18; Heb. xiii. 21; i Pet. iv.

II, V. II : 2 Pet. iii. 18; Jude 25 ; Apoc. L 6, v. 13, vii. 12) see

Westcott, Hebrews, p. 464 ; Bingham, xiv. 2. i ; Hooker, Ei:e/. Pol.

V. 42. 7. Glory is given to God " through Christ " in three (Rom.
xvi 27 ; I Pet iv. 11 ; Jude 25 ; so also in Clem. Rom. Iviii.). In
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later times this became an Arian watchword ; see Basil, de S. .9. i. 3 ;

Socrates, i. 21 ; Theodoret, ii. 23.

c* ^oTti' 1^ 86|a. The collocation of the words is rightly considered

by Hofmann and von Soden to show that the doxology is addressed

to Christ, as are those in 2 Tim. iv. 18 ; 2 Pet. iii. 18 ; Apoc. i. 6.

It is hardly to be supposed that any serious writer would lay himself

open to misunderstanding on so grave a point, when by merely
throwing back the words Sto, 'Irycrov Xpto-roD he could have prevented

all possibility of mistake. The same remark will apply to Heb. xiiL

20, 21. The Christian doxologies, except that in 2 Pet. iii. 18 (for

the Jewish form see i. 3), end with Amen. Our Lord used this

word, in a manner peculiar to Himself, to affirm His own utterances,

not those of another person ; and this usage was adopted by the

Church. See Dalman, Worte Jesu^ p. 185. Dr. Chase says that

the addition of Amen marks the formula as liturgical. The Lord^s

Prayer in the Early Churchy p. 170.

12. |XT) |€V'iJ^€o-0€ • . . (US ^ivo\y ujjiij' o-i)ja|3aL»/ovTos. " Be not

amazed by the fiery trial in your midst, since it is sent to prove

you, as though some amazing thing were happening to you."

Ilvpoxns is used Apoc. xviii. 9, 18, of the conflagration which
devours Babylon. Here, however, the allusion is to the fire by

which gold is tested, and the word is probably taken from Prov.

xxvii. 21, SoKtfXLov dpyvpto) KOI XP^^^ Trvpwa-L^ : cf. Ps. xvi. (xvii.) 3,

cTTupoMras. See i. 7 above. What St. Peter desires to bring out is

not so much the fierceness of the heat and the pain, as the refining

power of fire. " Trial by fire " would perhaps be a belter transla-

tion than "fiery trial." On ievL^ca-Oat see iv. 4. The participle

yLvofi€vy without article is adverbial.

13. x<*tp€T6. Even now the Christian may rejoice in the thought

that he is a partaker in the sufferings of his Master ; but dyaXXtacris,

exultation, rapture, is reserved for the Revelation. Compare i. 6-9.
" Partake in suffering " is a phrase which seems to imply that the

Christian not only suffers like Christ, but that his sufferings produce
in their degree the same result as Christ's. The same thought, as

von Soden points out, is involved in the section iii. 17-iv. 6.

14. €1 6>'€i8iJ^€a6c iv oi/ofxari Xpiarov jxaKtlpiot. " If ye are re-

proached in (in the matter of, for, or, possibly, by) the Name of

Christ, blessed are ye." There is a striking resemblance here to

Matt. v. II, 12, fULKoipLOL icTTe OTttV OVCtSlVcOCTt vfxa<s Kol Bni)^(0(n, KOt

CtTTOMTt TTttJ/ TTOVrjpbv KaO* VfXWV xf/€vB6fJi€V0i CV€K€V ifXOV. XatpCTC KOL

ayaXXLaa-Oe. For fxaKapioi see note on iii. 14. This is the only

passage in the New Testament where ovojxa Xolcttov occurs. Else-

where we find ovofia Kvptov, *Ir/crov, *lrj(rnv X.nL<TTov, rov Kvptov 'Irycrow

XptcTTOv, rov Kvptou *lrj(roVf rov Kvptov 17/1,101/ 'lr}(Tov XpioTOv. St. Peter

constantly uses " Christ " alone ; but there is a special reason for

his doing so here, where he is leading up to " Christian." Suffering
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for the Name is a common phrase, cf. Matt. xix. 29; Acts v. 41,

ix. 16, xxi. 13. The most serious and pressing form of suffering as

yet is reproach, not imprisonment or death, cf. ii. 1 2.

oTt TO TT]s S6|i(]s . . • dmirauerat. " Because the Spirit of glory

and of God resteth upon you." The phrase is from Ps. xi. 2, /cat

avaTraverai ctt* avTov 7rve{)/Aa tov ®€ov. The article is repeated with

great emphasis, "the Spirit of glory, yes, the Spirit of God." He
is the Spirit who enables us to glorify God through suffering. He
rests upon the Christian as the Shechinah rested on the tabernacle,

and brings a foretaste (cf. x^P^ ScSo^acr/AeVr;, i. 8) of that glory which
is fully given at the Revelation. The Spirit of glory is a spirit of

power ; through this power the conduct of the Christian puts his

adversaries to shame (iii. 16), and his words are unanswerable.

Ao^a is here selected as the attribute of the Spirit, because of the

preceding ovttSt^co-^c : the Spirit turns reproach into glory. St.

Peter cannot mean " the temper of glory and of God " ; see note on
iii. 4. Here, as elsewhere, by Spirit he means spiritual being or ghost.

How he would, if challenged on the point, have distinguished the

Ghost (i. 2), the Ghost of Christ (i. 11), the Ghost of God, is not

easy to say, but we must allow the chain of later belief its due
weight

16. ws ^ovevs, ^ kX^ttttjs, ^ KaKoiroKJs, ^ <&S dXXoTpiociriaKOTTOs.

"As a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as meddling with

things forbidden." Ilacrp^ctv is simply "to suffer"; the verb does

not define the nature of the suffering, nor the manner, whether by
legal process or otherwise, in which it is inflicted, ^ovev?, a

murderer, in the ordinary sense of the word. We are not to dis-

cern here an allusion to the charges of child-slaying and canni-

balism brought against Christians at a later date. A Christian

might quite well be guilty of murder. The times were wild, and
conversions must often have been imperfect. According to

ApoUonius, one Alexander, a Montanist, was cond-^xuned for

brigandage (Eus. If. E. v. 18. 9). Clement of Alexandria tells of

a favourite disciple of St. John who became captain of a band of

robbers ; AT^crrap^^os y\v ^kxiotojto^^ /xiai^ovwraros, yoXciriiTwro^^

Q, D, S. 42. There were men in the Apostolic Church who had
been /cXeTrrat, and were still in danger of falling back into evil ways,

see I Cor. vi. 10; Eph. iv. 28. For KaKOTroLos see note on ii. 12.

dWoTpLoeTTLa-KOTTos IS 3. word not found elsewhere, and probably

coined by St. Peter. How easily it could be formed is shown by
the passage quoted by Zahn from Epictetus, iii. 22. 97, ov yap to.

dXXorpta -TToXvTrpay/xovet (6 kwikos), orav to. avOpwTriva iTncTKOTrjj. The
exact meaning is not certain, but, as the compound must signify

" one who busies himself about ra akXorpia" we can classify and
compare the different senses which are possible.

I. dXXorpto? may mean "that which belongs to another," and
13
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has been supposed to refer (a) to other people's money,—hence
the Vulgate has alienorum appetitor \ Calvin and Beza, alieni cupidus.

But cTTto-KOTTos Can hardly mean " one who covets,"

—

{b) to other

people's affairs generally. Thus in TertuUian, Scorpiace^ 12, the

old Latin version has alieni speculator \ A.V. "a busybody"; R.V.
" a meddler in other men's matters." In this way we get a tenable

sense for cttiVkotto?, but meddlesomeness seems a trivial offence to

be ranked in such a list as that given here. Yet TroXv-n-pay/jioa-vvr)

was regarded as a high social misdemeanour, and a Christian might
give great offence by ill-timed protests against common social

customs, such as the use of garlands, or of " meat offered to idols
"

at dinner parties. The word might even be so understood as to

convey a reproof of all needless defiance of paganism, such as that

of the Christian who would strike with his stick the statue of a god
in the open market-place; see Origen, contra Celsum^ vii. 36, 62,

viii. 35, 38, 39, 41; Minucius Felix, 8; Tert. de Idol. 11 ; ad
uxorem, ii. 5 ; Prudentius, irepl (rrc<f). iii. 130. The Church always

discouraged these extravagances of zeal.

2. dXA-orptos may also mean that which is " foreign to a man's
character," and from this point of view, again, two different explana-

tions are possible, {a) The Christian may here be warned against

conduct which " does not befit him as a citizen." 'AAXorptoTrpayctv

(see Liddell and Scott) was used like TroXvirpayiLoveiv in a political

sense ( = nouas res moliri). It is just possible that St. Peter is here

admonishing his readers against sedition, and repeating in another

form the advice given above, ii. 13.

Under this head will fall the explanation given by Professor

Ramsay {^Church in the Roman Empire, pp. 293 note, 348 note\

who thinks " that the word refers to the charge of tampering with

family relationships, causing disunion and discord, rousing discon-

tent and disobedience, and so on."

ip) But it seems best to understand dXXorpios as referring to

things "which do not befit a Christian." The word is constantly

used in the LXX. for " outlandish," " unlawful," " heathen," thus

we have ©eot dAAorptot frequently ; irvp dAAorptoi/, Lev. x. i ; Num.
iii. 4; iSea-fiara dAXorpia, Sir. xl. 29; cf. Justin, Trypho, 30, d cVtiv

dA.XoTpia T^s deoa-ejSeia? tov ®eov. There were many trades which
the heathen themselves regarded as disgraceful, those of the lanista,

the lenoy the histrio, and so on. Almost all trades were intimately

allied with heathenism ; every object might be adorned with images

of gods (Tert. de Idol. 3). A Christian might even be a mathe-

maticus (Tert. de Idol. 9) : indeed there were innumerable ways in

which he might be drawn into the gravest inconsistencies, and
many so-called Christians lived half-heathen lives, as we learn

from Hermas and TertuUian. Such conformity to heathen customs

would bring upon the Christian the charge of hypocrisy or cowardice,

•»#
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and this charge carries with it penalties which the pagans would
take delight in making as severe as possible.

It will be observed that the meanings given under (2) are not

mutually exclusive and may possibly all be right. The repetition

of (i)s before dA.A.oTpioc7rto-K07ros seems to show that St. Peter is not

adding another offence, but summing up all possible offences in a

comprehensive et cetera. " Neither as murderer, nor thief, nor evil-

doer generally, nor, in a word, as a bad Christian." The movement
of thought is from particular to general, from special crimes to all

lawlessness and immorality, and from this again to all actions for-

bidden by the still wider rule of the faith.

16. €1 Se ws Xpio-Tiakos. " But if he suffers as a Christian, let

him not be ashamed." S has xpiyo^rtavo?, B xpeicrnai'os. Possibly

we might translate "as a Christite^^ or "as a Chrestian^^ for it may
be that St. Peter uses the word here as a nickname given to the

"brethren" by Gentile scorn. If it had been in common use

among the members of the Church, St. Paul could hardly have
avoided some reference to the fact in i Cor. i. 13. The name
Christian was first given to the brethren at Antioch (Acts xi. 26),

probably at the time when St. Luke notices its emergence, during

the year which St. Paul spent in that city (about a.d. 43). A
Gentile Church had been formed there by Barnabas and Paul; this

new development would excite attention, and the word was coined

probably by the Gentile Antiochenes who were notorious for their

factions, biting tongues, and ingenuity in framing party epithets.

The Jewish nickname for the disciples of Christ was Na^wpatot

(Acts xxiv. 5). The word Christian is of Latin formation; it is

made upon the analogy of many party names which appeared
during the civil wars, SuUani, Mariani, Caesariani, Pompeiani, and
so on. But this Roman fashion had been caught up by the

Greeks ; thus in the Gospels we find 'HpwSiavot. St. Luke's words,
" the disciples were first called Christians at Antioch," imply that

the name rapidly became current, and it was used by Agrippa
(Acts xxvi. 28). By a.d. 64 it was in the mouth of the populace in

Rome (Tac. Ann. xv. 44; Suet. Nero^ 16), and possibly it is to be
found among some mutilated and obscure words scribbled on a

wall in Pompeii before a.d. 79 (a facsimile of them will be found
in Aub^, Histoire de V^glise^ i. p. 417). By the time of Ignatius

it had been completely accepted by the Church (Eph. xi. 14;
Rom. iii. ; Polycarp, vii.). Either it had lost its original reproach,

as has been the case with many other nicknames, such as Whig
and Tory, or it was embraced for the very reason that it had not
lost it.

The true original form of the nickname is doubtful. Professor

Blass, following the authority of the Sinaitic MS. (which gives the
same spelling in both passages of Acts and here), thinks that it
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was Chrestianus. Chrestus (Good) was a proper name familiar to

Gentile ears (it is found thirteen times in the Corpus Inscriptionum

Atticarum^ and in Suetonius, Claudius, 25, we find "impulsore
Chresto "), while Christus was an unknown word. Chrestianus was
certainly in common use among the Gentiles (Justin, Apol. i. 55;
Tert. Apol. 3), but Tertullian implies that this form was not

universal. Lactantius (Z Z>. i. 4) ascribes it to ignorance, but this

does not touch the point. It is very possible that Professor Blass is

right; at the same time it should be observed that the difference of

sound between Xpto-riai/os, Xprja-TiavoSf and Xpeicmavos (the reading

of B) would be imperceptible, and that the two latter spellings may
be merely instances of Etacism. Theories have been built upon
this interesting word affecting both the date of i Peter and the

historical character of Acts. It has been found possible to main-

tain that the term " Christian " originated in Rome not before the

time of Trajan. The reader will find the literature on the subject

given in the article on Christian in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible,

fji^ aiaxuK^aOw. If St. Peter had been preparing his readers for

martyrdom he must have used much stronger language ; of. Heb.
X- 38, 39, xi. 35-37, xii. 4. The sufferings which a Christian

may have to undergo do not, as a rule, extend beyond reproach

and insult (ovetSi^eo-^at), or cause any worse trial than false shame
and moral cowardice, which, though grave sins, do not need to be
dwelt upon.

So^a^^Tw 81 Toi' ©cSk Ik tw 6i/o)xaTi touto). " But let him glorify

God in this name (the name of Christian)." K L P, other later MSS.,
and Theophylact have Iv tw /xipei tovto) (cf. 2 Cor. iii. 10, ix. 3).

Hence A.V. and some commentators translate "on this behalf."

But the true reading is no doubt ovofxarL, and ovo/jm can only be
rendered "name." In Mark ix. 41 the R.V. translates iv wo/xan
oTt XpLCTTov ia-TCf " because ye are Christ's," but the A.V. correctly

has " in my name because ye belong to Christ." There is no other

passage in the New Testament where ovofm can mean " reason " or

"account," nor does the word appear to possess this sense in

Greek. In Latin hoc nomine (a phrase derived from the names or

headings in a ledger) sometimes means " on this account " ; but we
must not confuse the idioms of the two languages without authority.

8o|a^€rco is in strong antithesis to atVxwco-^co as 8o^a to ot/ctSos

just above. It is for this purpose that the Spirit of glory rests upon
the Christian. For the union of glory and suffering cf. i. 11.

17. Sti 6 Kaip(5s. " For it is the time appointed for the judg-

ment to begin with the household of God." It is best to supply

simply ccTTt : after the neuter verb the article may be used with a

definite predicate, cf. Matt. xxvi. 53, ct (ru et 6 Xpio-ros, o vtos tov

©60V, and Mark xiii. 33, ovk otSare yap ttotc 6 Kaipos iaTLV. Kpip-a

is used here in the sense of KpCiXL^, cf. Acts xxiv. 25 ; Heb. vi. 2 ;
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Apoc. XX. 4. Verbals in -fm and -crw not infrequently interchange

meanings, for instance oi(/is and opa^a. The oTkos ©eov is not quite

the same as the oT/cos Trveu/iartKo? of ii. 15. What St. Peter means
here is the household or family, Christians considered not as living

stones, but as stewards, ministers, servants. But why does he say

that judgment begins with or from the household of God?
Perhaps he is thinking of the parable of the Pounds (Luke xix.),

where, after the good and bad servants have been dealt with,

sentence is pronounced upon "the enemies." There is no
apparent reference to a First and Second Resurrection (i Thess.
iv. 17; I Cor. XV. 23; Apoc. xx. 4, 5). Alford finds a reference

to Jer. XXV. 1 5 sqq. ; Zeph. i. ii., and other passages where the

prophet sees the day of the Lord coming first to Jerusalem, and
then passing on in a widening circle to the whole earth. But none
of these passages expresses distinctly the idea that the chosen people
will be judged first and the heathen afterwards. The meaning
appears to be that the sufferings of the Christians are the actual

beginning of the final judgment ; so Bengel says, " Unum idemque
est iudicium a tempore euangelii per apostolos praedicati usque ad
iudicium extremum." Thus the on with which the verse begins
seems to introduce a second reason for steadfastness. The first lies

in 8o^a^€Ta) : the second is that this irvpuio'is is the immediate pre-

liminary to salvation or deliverance. Hence they may commit
their souls to God in unshaken confidence. Thus the words of
menace are parenthetical and secondary. Kiihl thinks that the
dw€t^owT€s, here and in ii. 8, are the Jews whom the apostle judges
more severely than the heathen, supposing that ii. 11, 12, iii.

14-16 refer especially to the latter. But we have a similar flash

of denunciation in ot dTroSwo-ovo-t Xoyov, iv. 5, which certainly is

pointed at the heathen.

18. ei 6 SiKaios. See iii. 12, 14. To St. Peter as to Clement
of Alexandria, Strom, vi. 6. 47, St'icaios BiKaiov KaBo BtKaio^ ia-rtv o^

Sui(f>€p€t. Christian righteousness "exceeds" that of Jews (Matt.

V. 20), but is essentially of the same character. The righteous is

" hardly saved " because he " comes out of much tribulation," Apoc
vii. 14. If they have been safely led through this ordeal the final

judgment brings not dread but dyoAAtWis (iv. 13). The words are

from the LXX. version of Prov, xi. 31. The Hebrew original is,

" Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : how
much more the wicked and the sinner."

19. <3(rr€ Kai. The words pick up the thread ot consolation,
which has been tangled for a moment by the sudden thought of the
sinners and their doom. There is some question whether the KaC

should be taken with ot Trao-xovres or with irapaTiOia-Oioa-av, but the
latter course seem.s the better. Translate, " Wherefore also let them
that suffer commit" The imperative introduces a new injunction.



1 82 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETEF

Let them not only glorify, but also trust God. For Kara to OeXrjfia

Tov ®€ov, cf. iii. 7. IXto-Toi KTLa-TTjf " to 8. faltliful Creator," may be a
reminiscence of the prayer of Jonathan in 2 Mace i. 24, which
begins, Kvpte, Kvpic 6 ®€09, o TrdvToyv KTLo-TT]^, The epithet ttictto? is

selected, because of the trust implied in Trapari^eo-^wo-av, the title

Creator, because it involves power which is able, and love which is

willing to guard His creatures. That St. Peter, speaking to

Christians, should have here given this name to God, instead of

Father or Saviour, shows in a striking way how deeply the Old
Testament affected his thoughts. The word KTia-Trjs does not occur
elsewhere in the New Testament, but is used of God, not only by
Philo, de Somn. i. 16 (i. 634), but by Clement of Rome, xix. 2 ;

Aristides, Apology^ xv., xvii. ; and Clement of Alexandria, Dindorf,

vol. iii. p. 507. The love of God displayed in creation is used by
St. Paul as an argument in addresses to heathen, Acts xiv. 15,

xvii. 25 ; cf. also Rom. i. 20 ; but the nearest parallel to St. Peter's

phrase will be found in the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. vL 26 sqq.

irapaTiOeo-Owaat'. "Let them commit their souls," or rather
** deposit them in safe keeping." Cf. Ps. xxx. (xxxi.) 5, d% xctpas crov

TrapaOiQcrofiai to vrvivfid fiov : Luke xxiii. 46. JiapariOicrdai is used in

the classics of giving one's money into the safe keeping of a friend.

In days when there were no banks this was constantly done by
people going on a long journey, and such a deposit (TrapaOTJKrj^

TrapaKaTaOrjKrj) was regarded as entailing a peculiarly sacred obliga-

tion, which none could violate or think of violating without the

deepest guilt. See the story of Glaucus, son of Epicydes, Herod.
vL 86. The use of the verb is illustrated by Acts xiv. 23, irapeOevro

avrovs Tw Kvpiai €is ov TreTriorevKewrai' : XX. 32, TrapoTLOefxat vp,a? tw
©ew : I Tim. i. 1 8, ravTrjv rrjv irapayyeXtav irapaTt^ep-at (rot : 2 Tim.
ii. 2, ravra irapdOov ttlcttols av6pu>TroL<s I in the last passage the de-

positaries are to be inarToC, " trusty," and probably in the first €is

ov ireina-T€VK€i(rav is "on whom they had trusted." The noun
vapaOriKTi is found I Tim. vi. 20; 2 Tim. L 12, 14; in all these

places irapaKaTaOrjKr} occurs as a variant

iv dyaOoTrotta. Well-doing, diligent obedience in the midst of

suffering is the sign of trust St Peter does not seem to be

thinking of Quietism, but his words form a barrier against that form

of error.

V. 1. irpeorpuWpous 081' I9 ujxik irapaKaXo^. " The presbyters

therefore among you I exhort." The reading here given is that of

A B, which is followed by the great textual critics ; K L P and
other authorities omit ovv : N has Trpco-^vrepovs ovv tovs ev vpXv :

K L P, the bulk of the later MSS., the Vulgate, Coptic, and Syriac,

and some Fathers have Trpco-^vrepovs tovs ev vplv. It seems highly

doubtful whether we should read ow, or Tov<i, or ovv tovs. Ovv

introduces some special applications of the general exhortation just



CHAP. V. VER. I 183

given. The omission of the article appears to have no significance.

If it is to be insisted upon, the translation will be " I exhort

presbyters/* " such as are presbyters." It has been so pressed as to

give the meaning " presbyters, if there are any " ; and so to imply a

doubt in St. Peter*s mind whether these officials existed in all the

Churches addressed; but this, as von Soden points out, is im-

possible in view of iii. i, where ywatKcs cannot mean " wives, if

there are any." It seems evident from the words which follow that

these personages possessed considerable authority, and were in the

proper sense of the word officials. Age is still a general qualifica-

tion for the office ; the original sense of elder is not quite extinct.

But Trpco-ySvTcpos is distinctly used not only as an official designation,

but as a personal title (here and in 2 and 3 John), and it is better to

mark this fact by translating it presbyter or priest, just as it is

better to render cttiVkottos by bishop in Philippians or the Pastoral

Epistles, but by overseer in Acts and i Peter.

We read of presbyters at Jerusalem, Acts xL 30; they were
ordained Kar iKKXrjaCav by Paul and Barnabas on the First Mission

Journey, Acts xiv. 23; and they existed at Ephesus, Acts xx. 17.

Presbyters receive the money brought from Antioch to Jerusalem
by Barnabas and Saul, Acts xi. 30; apostles, presbyters, and
brethren form the Council of Jerusalem, Acts xv. 23 ; the

presbyters form so important a part of the Council that the Decree
was attributed to apostles and presbyters alone, Acts xvi. 4.

Presbyters of Ephesus were summoned to Miletus by St. Paul as

representatives of their Church, Acts xx. 17; they knew the

apostle's doctrine, t'dt'd. 21 ; were his natural defenders, t'h'd. 26,

34 ; had been made " overseers " over the flock by the Holy Ghost
to " shepherd " the Church, t^t'd. 28 ; with a special view to keeping
out erroneous doctrines; the "shepherd" is to resist the "wolf,"

ih'd. 29.

In these passages the presbyter appears as treasurer, member of

the Church parliament, ambassador, shepherd ; as teacher, as exer-

cising some kind of authority in faith and discipline, as deriving

his power from the Holy Ghost, as ordained (x^porovcLv) by the

apostles; and we gather also that there were as a rule many
presbyters in each Church.

On the other hand, in the Gentile Church of Antioch, about the

year 45 a.d., prophets and teachers (it has been supposed on the

insufficient ground of the repeated re that Barnabas, Symeon, and
Lucius belong to the former class, Manaen and Saul to the latter)

minister (Xctrovpyovo-t) to the Lord, and receive a special mandate
from the Holy Ghost to set apart (Sufiopi^eLv) Barnabas and Saul for

mission work. Acts xiii. 1-3. But neither this passage (see Intro-

duction, p. 44) nor Acts xv. 32 forms an exception to the statement

that in Acts the prophet is one who sees visions, utters predictions,
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or delivers to the Church special revealed and occasional mandates,
and whose province is entirely distinct from that of the presbyter.

In James, i Peter, the Johannine Epistles, and the Apocalypse
the presbyter appears to hold the same position as in Acts. In

James he is called in by the sick that he may pray over them and
anoint them, v. 14; in the Apocalypse four and twenty presbyters

sit round the throne, as in later times we find them sitting in a

semicircle round the altar. In the Pauline Epistles the presbyter

is not mentioned except in i Timothy and Titus, when he is

identified with the bishop, and teaching is one of his functions,

I Tim. iii. 2 ; Tit. i. 9. The bishop appears also with the deacon
in the address of Philippians, but the presbyter is not mentioned in

that Epistle.

Upea-^vTcpo? IS a familiar official designation among the Jews,

and denotes a member of the local /3ov\'^ or a-vviSpiov which ad-

ministered the local affairs of towns or villages, and acted in

particular as a judicial body (Deut. xix. 12 ; Judg. viii. 14; Matt
X. 17). Such local courts existed throughout the country of the

Jews, and consisted usually of at least seven elders with two
Levites to act as officers. Some of the seven were priests (Schiirer,

Jewish People in Time ofJesus Christy Eng. trans, ii. i, p. 150 sqq.).

Smaller crvviBpia were subordinate to larger, and after the Greek
period (it is doubtful to what extent before) all were subject to the

great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, which consisted of seventy-one

members, elected by co-optation, and admitted to office by the

laying on of hands. The designation elder belonged in a general

way to every member (i Mace vii. 33) as one of the yepova-La

(2 Mace. i. 10), but a distinction is made between d/ox^epcis,

ypafi/MaTCL^f and Trpea-/3vT€poL (Gospels and Acts passim). Those who
were neither members of the high priest's family nor professional

lawyers were simply elders, under which name both priests and
laymen might be included (Schiirer, ii. i. 165 sqq.).

The Elders of the local Sanhedrin were also elders of the

synagogue (Schiirer, ii. 2. 58). As such they had exclusive direction

of all religious matters, and possessed the power of excommunica-
tion. But they did not in their official capacity take any part in

public worship. In the synagogue no special officer was appointed

to preach, pray, or read the Scriptures. The lessons were fixed, and
the prayers were written, but any member of the congregation might

officiate with the permission of the apxf'(rvvdy<ayo^f who as a rule

was an elder.

Schiirer notices (ii. 2. 249) that in inscriptions belonging to the

Diaspora, though we find yepova-idpx'n'i and dpxfjiv used as personal

titles, irpco-ySvrcpos is never so employed. For pagan usage, see

Deissmann, s.v.

The designation elder or presbyter, which, unless Acts is a
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romance, is certainly many years older than bishop, is generally

supposed with sufficient reason to have passed over from the

synagogue to the Church. It does not follow that the offices were

identical in the Church and in the synagogue. Indeed the passages

cited above show that the Christian presbyter was not only an

administrative, but also a spiritual officer. The circumstances of

the Church would make this change inevitable. The new congrega-

tions would require to be instructed not only in the gospel, but in

the whole Bible, and this duty would need to be assigned to ttio-toi

avOpoiirou Further, instruction was the preliminary to baptism,

that is to say, to admission into the community ; here there was a

most important difference between synagogue and church, and
none but a highly trusted person could be allowed to confer the

Christian franchise. We are not directly informed whether the

presbyter actually officiated in public worship. Since the publica-

tion of the Doctrine of the Twelve Apostles in 1883, there has been

a tendency to suppose that this was the function of the prophet.

But, on the other hand, it may be urged {a) that this cannot be

gathered from the New Testament itself ; {p) that the term prophet

is limited to one "who has a revelation " (i Cor. xiv. 30) ; {c) that

the condition of the Church of Corinth was quite abnormal
;

\d) that

prophetesses, who were common, could not have led the service

even in a Pauline church ; {e) that even in the Doctrine the function

of the prophet is confined to prophecy and to extemporary inspired

outbursts of thanksgiving at the Eucharist ; (/) that the Doctrine

is probably not older than the fourth century, and that its character

is exceedingly doubtful ; (^) that in the majority of churches it is

dubious whether there were any prophets at all. In the Apocalypse

(v. 8, 9) the presbyters offer to the Lamb the prayers of saints and
sing the new song. This passage is strongly in favour of the tradi-

tional view, and i Peter may be held to make in the same direction.

Nevertheless it must be admitted that the Pauline Epistles (exclud-

ing the Pastorals) are extraordinarily silent about the presbyter.

Not only is the name not used, but there is hardly a trace of the

existence of the authority under this or any other title ; and from

this fact and from the use of bishop in Philippians it might be

inferred that the Churches of Macedonia and Achaia had, at any

rate at first, an organisation unlike that of other communities.

From the Pastoral Epistles, Clement of Rome, and Polycarp,

bishop and presbyter appear to have been used for a time as

alternative names for the same personage. We might suppose

that, towards the end of his ministry, St. Paul brought his special

adherents mto line with the rest of the Church, and that the fusion

of the two titles was a consequence of this reunion. It is worth

notice that the peculiar Isaianic nomenclature of the Epistle to the

Philippians had a long life. There were, in the time of Constantine,
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Novatians and Montanists who had bishops and deacons, but
apparently no presbyters (Sozomen, vii. 19). The same usage was
to be found in Arabia and Cyprus, and existed also in the Churches
for which the Doctrine was compiled. It would be vain, in the
absence of definite information, to ask whether these communities
were survivors of a distinct Pauline Church, whether they had
attempted at a later date to revive the Pauline organisation, or
whether, owing to the smallness of their settlements and from reasons
of convenience, they had simply allowed the presbyterate to drop.

There has been much discussion on these topics, and many
different opinions are held. The reader may consult Lightfoot*s

Excursus in his edition of Philippians ; Hatch, Bampton Lectures

;

Gore, Christian Ministry ; the editions of the Didache^ especially

that of Harnack; the articles of Dr. Sanday, Dr. Harnack, and
others in vols. v. and vi. of the third series of the Expositor ; Pro-
fessor Gwatkin's articles on Bishop and Church Government in

YLdiStmgs^ Dictionary of the Bible
'y Hort, Christian Ecclesta,

h <rufjnrp€o-puT€pos. Not a fellow-presbyter, but the fellow-

presbyter whom you know so well. For the word avfnrpea-ISvTepo^

(not found elsewhere in the New Testament) see Eus. ZT. E. v.

16. 5, vii. 5.^6, II. 3. 20; Chrys. Bom, i. in Ep, Phil, i (xi. 194 B),

oOfv KoX vvv TToXXol " (rviJL7rp€a-^VTip<o " i-TTLO-KOTTOL ypd<liov(rL /cat

" (rwSiaKovta" The first title which St. Peter gives himself involves
a claim to their affection ; the second, to their reverence.

fidpTus. The term is best taken here of "an eye-witness," as
in Acts i. 8, 22, ii. 32, iii. 15, v. 32, x. 39, 41. In this sense fxdpTvs

is practically equivalent to aTroa-rokos. St. Paul claims the title for

himself as given by revelation. Acts xxii. 15, I07; fidprvs avTw Trpos

Trai/ras avOpuiTrovs <av IwpaKas icat ^/(ovo-as. His vision had made
him an eye-witness. When he says in i Cor. xv. 15, ifrnprvprjarafjiev

Kara tov ®eov otl rqyupiv tov Xptarovy he does not mean merely
that he had preached the Resurrection, but that he had testified to

it as a fact of which he was assured by the evidence of his own
senses. Kiihl and others understand " witness " here to mean no
more than "preacher," on the ground that, as St. Peter by the use
of the word a-v/ATr/aea-ySvTcpos has just put himself on a level with the
other presbyters, he cannot intend in his next words to exalt him-
self above them, but there is no force in this objection ; the climax
is quite natural, and the author calls himself aTroo-ToXos in the
address. Further, if he meant only "fellow-preacher," the word
o-v/A/xaprv? lay ready to his hand. If Kiihl is right, the three epithets

are all brotherly: "fellow-presbyter, fellow-preacher, fellow-heir of

glory." Professor Harnack {Chronologic^ p. 452) takes the meaning
to be that the author is a witness of the sufferings of Christ by
reason of the sufferings which he had himself endured for the

Name. Luther and Calvin held this view. But a witness witnesses
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to truth or fact. A witness of the sufferings of Christ is one who is

in a position to certify that the sufferings actually occurred. There
are special and appropriate phrases for those who imitate the
patience of their Master ; they are said to partake in the sufferings

of Christ (i Pet. iv. 13), to be conformed to Christ's death (Phil,

iii. 10), and so on. In the Apocalypse (ii. 13) fidprv^ is used in its

familiar later sense of one who suffers even unto death for the truth

;

but it would be extremely difficult to introduce this meaning into

the phrase fiaprvs rwv iraOyjixaraiv, Jiilicher {Einleitung in das
Neue Testament^ p. 134) remarks on the word fidpTv^f that no one
who had really known Jesus in the flesh could have written an
Epistle which tells so little about the life of our Lord. The remark
applies equally to Acts and to the Epistles of James and John. It

was not the object of any of these writings to add to the knowledge
given in the Gospels, or to supplement the regular teaching of the
disciples. Attention has been drawn in preceding notes to the fact

that our Epistle contains a remarkably large number of allusions to

the Gospels, which are all the more striking because they are not
quotations. What looks like one of them is found in the next verse.

Each such allusion may be disputed, but it is hardly possible that

all are fallacious. Yet it is a singular fact that the early Christians

seem to have felt very little curiosity about the details of our Lord's
earthly life—His features, tones, gestures, daily habits, and so on.

The thirst for anecdote and minutiae begins with Papias and the
Gnostics, who pretended to possess portraits of Jesus drawn by
Pilate (Iren. i. 25. 6). 6 koI t^s ftcXXovcnys aTroKaXvirrea-Oai So^rjs:
" The partaker also of the glory that shall be revealed." The o kuC

seems to mark this as the apostle's third and highest claim, and as
something peculiar to himself. Hence it is probably right to see
here an allusion to a definite promise made to the apostle by our
Lord; we may find it either in John xiii. 36, or better in Matt.
xix. 28, OTttv KaOia-y 6 vtos rov av6p(i>irov iirl Opovov Soirjs avroi),

KaOior^crBi koX vjxilq lin SwScKa 6p6vov<s. In this case the meaning is

that he is to share with Christ in His glory. Otherwise we must
understand "your partner in the glory." But if this had been St.

Peter's meaning he would probably have written avyKOivoyvos.

With Tr}<s iJ.cXXovorr)<s airoKaXvirTearOai 80^1/9, cf. iv. 1 3, iv ry airoKa-

kvi(/€i Tr}<s So^rjs avTovj and i. 5, 13. St. Peter's phrase is found
also Rom. viii. 18 ; in Gal. iii. 23 we have rrjv fieXXovaav diroKa-

Xv({>6rjvaL irCa-TLv. These resemblances are not so striking as might
at first appear; in the New Testament /acAAw is often a mere
auxiliary (see Blass, p. 204).

2. TToijxdi'aTe rh iv C\uv "noiiiviov tou ©eou. " Tend the flock of
God which is among you." For the metaphor of the Shepherd
and the sheep, see note on ii. 25. Von Soden remarks that, used
30 it is in I Peter, both of the presbyter and of Christ, the idea
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conveyed is that of pastoral, spiritual, not administrative, duty.

There is very probably a reference to John xxi. i6; cf. also Acts
XX. 28. Calvin translated to Iv vfuv "as far as in you lies,*' but the

run of the words is decidedly against this; Bengel and Luther,
** which depends upon you," " is entrusted to you " ; but this gives iv

a sense which it cannot bear without the addition of Kclfxcvov, The
preposition must be local. " The flock which is among you " may
be taken to mean " the flock in your town or village." The floclf

is God's, therefore they are to tend it, not because they must,

(dmyKao-Tw?), but with a willing mind (cKovo-tw?) ; not like hirelings

for the sake of pay (atcrxpoKcpScos), but gladly and eagerly {TrpoOvfjuos).

'Errto-KOTrowTcs (the word is omitted by 6< B) is equivalent to Troi/tat-

vovT€s, see note on ii. 25. 'Avay/cao-rcos gives the idea of a definite

burden of duty, which men may be inclined to rebel against as

excessive. After eKovcrtws i< A P add Kara @e6v : Westcott and
Hort omit the words, Tischendorf inserts them. If we keep them
and translate in the most natural way "willingly like God," we
make God the Shepherd. God is the owner of the flock, but there

can hardly be a doubt that by the Chief Shepherd of ver. 4 Christ

is meant. Thus we should be brought very near to the inference

that St. Peter uses ®€os and Xpiaro^ interchangeably; nor need
i. 3 be taken to forbid this conclusion ; see note there. Possibly

Rom. viii. 27; 2 Cor. vii. 10 might justify us in giving Kara a

looser sense, "according to God's will," "in godly fashion." Alo-xpo-

KcpSws implies that the presbyter was in receipt of a stipend ; other-

wise it would have been impossible for him to take the hireling's

view.

8. fj-tjS* fits KaraKupieJorrcs rav KXi^pwi'. "Neither as lording it

over the lots." KX^pot (plural), except in the sense of " dice," is

not found elsewhere in the Greek Bible. KX^pos in Matt, xxvii. 25
is a die; in Acts i. 17, 25 (?), an allotment or office allotted by the

dice; in Acts viii. 21, a share or portion; so also in Acts xxvi 18
;

in Col. i. 1 2, €ts Ttjv fiepiSa rov KX-qpov tcov ayitav Iv (jxoTLf it is used
of the lot, inheritance, or estate of the saints (KX-qpovofua). In
secular Greek KX^pos constantly means an estate. In Deut. ix. 29
the people of Israel is called the xX^pos of God, His portion or

estate, distinguished from the portions of other gods. Possibly

this verse may have been in St. Peter's mind, for it contains the

phrase iv rfj x^tpt <rov ry Kparata, which is employed just below.

KX^pot then must have one of two meanings, "offices" or

"estates," and of these the first will not suit the context. The
presbyters are not to lord it over their lots or estates, the estates

are the people committed to them, and the people (to this extent

we may bring in the passage of Deuteronomy) belong to the estate

of God. Twv K\T^p(t)v is most naturally taken to imply that each of

these presbyters had a separate cure. Dr. Hatch thought {Bampton
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Lectures^ p. 77) that the office of the presbyter was "essentially

collegiate," and that only at a later time was a presbyter thought

competent to act alone. But from the first there may have been
small isolated congregations in which there was but one presbyter.

In cities particular presbyters may have had charge of a particular

house church, while for certain purposes all the presbyters met in

council. In KaraKvpievovres the preposition gives the notion of

hostility or oppression, but Kvpuvio by itself denotes behaviour

forbidden to a Christian pastor, Luke xxii. 25, 26. Here again

there may be a reminiscence of the gospel. Discipline in those

days might be exercised in very rough fashion, especially towards

converted slaves ; hence St. Paul warns the bishop that he is to be
"no striker" (i Tim. iii. 3, cf. Tit. L 7). Or again, the precise

sense in which domineering was not unlikely may be found in

ato-xpoKcpSo)?. But the word is wide enough to include every de-

scription of arrogance or tyranny. Domineering is a personal

fault, and this again seems more applicable to individuals than to

colleges.

TUTToi yiv6it.€voi, " Becoming, making yourselves, examples." Yet
it is doubtful whether yivofievoL means much more than 6vt€s, cf.

Matt. X. 16 ; Luke xx. 33 ; John i. 6 ; Acts v. 24.

4. <j>ai'epu0eVTos is used of the First Advent of Christ, i Pet
i. 20; I Tim. iii. 16; of the Second, Col. iii. 4; i John ii. 28.

^ApxLTToiiirjv is not found elsewhere in the New Testament; cf.

6 TToifirjv 6 fxeyas, Heb. xiii. 20, and ii. 25 above.

rby &\i.apdvri,vov ttjs 86§t)s ari^avov, *AiJLapdvTLvo<s (here only in

New Testament) is a derivative not from the adjective (i. 4), but
from the substantive d/xapavro^y and means, not "which fadeth

not away " (A.V., R.V.), but " made of amaranth," " amaranthine,"

not "immortal," but "made of immortelles." For the "crown"
cf. I Cor. ix. 25, a^^aprov crT€<f>avov: 2 Tim. iv. 8, 6 T^s hiKaiocrvvyj'S

(rricjiavos : Jas. L 12, tov aricfiavov Trjs ^o)^s, ov cTrv^yyctXaTO rots

dyaTTuxTLv avrov: Apoc ii. 10, tov crT€(f)avov t^9 ^oirj<5 : iii. 10, rov

arl^avov crov : iv. 4, (rrecfidvov^ XP^^^^'^' Cf. the word /3pa/3eLOVf

I Cor. ix. 24; Phil. iii. 14. "Amaranthine" is most applicable to

a crown of leaves and flowers. The question has been raised

whether St. Peter means us to think of a crown of victory, or of a
festive crown, such as was not uncommonly used by Gentiles, and
is said to have been used by Jews also, on occasions of rejoicing

;

but the idea of victory is certainly that which is attached to the

cown in St. Paul, St. James, and the Apocalypse ; and St. Peter

can hardly have any other meaning. The word " crown " is used
in the Gospels only of the Crown of Thorns (but Heb. ii. 9 Jesus
is 80^ Koi TLixfj icrrecfiavwfxevov). But some of the phrases referred

to above, "the crown," "the crown which He promised," are very
definite, and may come from some unrecorded saying of our Lord's.
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6. ojioiws, v€(ar€poif fiiroTdyilTC TrpeajSuTcpois. "Likewise, ye

younger, submit yourselves to the elder. 'G/aoiw? (as in iii. i, 7)
denotes that there is a similarity in principle, though the details are

different. The same rule of unselfishness applies both to shepherd
and to sheep. UpcajSvrepo^ has two senses, the official, in which it

has been employed in the preceding verses, and the non-official or

natural. St Paul passes from one of these senses to the other in

I Tim. V. I, 1 7, " Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a father

;

the younger men as brethren ; the elder women as mothers ; the

younger as sisters. , . . Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honour." But here we have an absolute antithesis

between wp€(r/3vT€pot and vewrepoi : and what is inculcated must be
respect not to office, but to age (so Huther, Keil, Hofmann, Usteri).

Alford, Kiihl, von Soden give -n-pia-fivTepoL the same sense as in ver. i,

on the ground that the elder by office was also elder in years. This,

however, was not universally the case, as we see from the instance

of Timothy (i Tim. iv, 12) ; and, though a certain age was no doubt a

requisite in the bishop or presbyter, there is no reason to suppose
that it was such as would distinguish him from the bulk of the

congregation as older than all of them, or even as older than the

average. The elder was a man of staid and sober age, but not

necessarily advanced in years or grey-headed. Indeed, the title

was taken by the Church from the synagogue, and among the Jews
it did not imply actual superiority in age. It is, therefore, hardly

possible to take vcwrcpot as meaning all Christians who are not

presbyters (as Alford following Bede). Others (Kiihl, Weiss,

Schott, Briickner) create an antithesis to trp^a-fivTepoi by taking

vcwTcpot to denote some kind of inferior official, in whom is to be
detected the germ of the later deacon, and find the same sense in

the viWTcpoi or veavia-KOL of Acts v. 6, 10. But in this passage of

Acts the " young men " are simply those members of the congrega-

tion who, being best fitted for the purpose by their physical strength,

would naturally volunteer to carry out the corpses of Ananias and
Sapphira.

TTdvres Be dXXi^Xois t^i' TaTr€i»'o<()poaui'Tji' ^YKO)x|3cSo-aa6€. ** And
all of you towards one another apparel yourselves with humility."

After dAA.riA,ots KLP and many other MSS. insert vTroraa-a-ofjievoi,

and the R.V. gives this reading a place in the margin. Beza,

Lachmann, Buttmann, Hofmann, Huther place the full stop after

aXXiiXots, so as to bring the dative into connexion with vTroTay-qTe :

and no strong reason can be alleged against this punctuation. But
the dative may, without difficulty, be taken with iyKo/xjSioaaa-Bc,

For this rare verb some few authorities have iyKoXma-aa-Oe or iyKoX-

TTwa-aa-Oif which the Vulgate renders insinuate, "take into your

bosoms." *EyKOfiPov(T6ai is derived from ko/jl^o^j which, according

to the glossaries, means "a knot," or "anything tied on with a
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knot" Hence iyKOfiPwfw, is used of a garment tied on over others.

Pollux, Onomasticon^ iv. 18, describes one form of it as i/AartSioi/ rt

X^vKov ry Twv SovXtov c|coyu,iSt TrpocrAcet/xevoi/, a little white garment,

which slaves wore over their i^io/xis : and from Longus, Pastoralia,

ii. 60, we learn that it was of such a nature that a shepherd, who
wanted to run his fastest, would cast it off. The c^w/xts was a

sleeveless tunic, and from the definition which Suidas gives of

KOfijSos—6 KOfx^os Twv 8vo x^'-R'-^^^^i
^'''^^ ''"'S 8^077 €7rt Tov lSlov

rpaxqXov—we may infer that this form of iyKOfi^wfia was a pair

of sleeves, which were fastened and held in place by a knot behind
the neck. But KOfi/Sos might also mean the knot of a girdle ; hence
KOfjLjSoX.vTTj'Sf according to Hesychius, is synonymous with /^aXavTio-

Tojxos, "a cutpurse," purses being carried on the girdle. In another

place, s.v. Koa-a-vfi/Srjy Hesychius uses ijKOfi^wfxa as equivalent to

vepL^iofia AlyvTTTLovy a kind of apron such as that used by black-

smiths. It would seem that any article of dress, that was attached

by laces, might be called cyKo/xySw/xo. The verb was used by
Epicharmus (Fragment 4 in Ahrens, de dialedo Dorica^ p. 435).
The words of the fragment are ct yc pXv on KCKOfipoirai KaXws : but

Ahrens notes on the authority of Photius, £/>ts^. 156, that the right

reading is cyKeKo/jt/JooTai. The meaning is, " If, indeed, because she
is bravely apparelled." Hesychius makes KOfi/SwaaaOaL equivalent

to (rroXia-acrOaiy and iyKCKOfi^wTaL to IveiXrfrai, as if they were used
of putting on garments of a certain amplitude and dignity. This is

probably St Peter's meaning. Humility, like "a meek and quiet

spirit," is an ornament of price, a beautiful robe. The R.V. has
"gird yourselves with humility," as if the metaphor were derived

from tying an apron round the waist, so as to be ready for service

(cf. John xiii. 4). But, upon the whole, the facts given above
appear to make against this rendering. See Suicer, s.v. 'EyKOft/?oo/xat.

OTi 6 0e<5s . . . X'^P'*'' Prov. iii. 34, Kvptos VTrcprjcfxivoLS avri-

rda-a-erai, TaTreivois Be StSwcrt x^P'-^' The same quotation is found
also in Jas. iv. 6, with the same substitution of 6 ©60s for Kvpios.

See iv. 8 above. The passage in the Epistle of St James offers

other resemblances to this part of i Peter, vTrordyrp-e tw ©cw, avrC-

(rrrjre tw 8ta)8oAa), vrj/wa-eL vjxas. There is probably a connexion
between the two passages, and there are some apparent reasons

why we should assign the priority to St Peter: (1) in James the
mention of humility is sudden and unexpected

; (2) though he gives

the quotation from Prov. iii. 34 in the same shape as St Peter, he
writes, in ver. 10, TaTreLvioOrjTe Ivw-mov rov KvpCov, as if he were
aware that 6 ©cos was not quite correct : we may infer perhaps that

he had somewhere seen the quotation in its altered shape
; (3) the

mention of the devil in i Peter is not only more natural but more
original; (4) in ver. 8, St James has dyvLa-are ras KupSias, which
may be suggested by ras i}/vxa.s vfxiav iTyytKores of i Pet. i. zzi
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if this is so, St James is combining different parts of the Petrine

Epistle.

6. fliri r^v Kparaihv X^V^ B K L P read x^W'"^* On this

vulgar form see Westcott and Hort, Introduction^ p. 157 ; Blass,

p. 26. "The mighty hand of God" is generally connected in the

Old Testament with the deliverance from Egypt, Ex. iii. 1 9 ; Deut
iil 24, iv. 34, ix. 29 ; Dan. ix. 15 ; or deliverance generally, 2 Chron.

vL 32, but in Ezek. xx. 34 the phrase is used, as here, to denote

the dread power of the great Judge.

CI' Katpw. " In the due or appointed time." A P, many curs-

ives, and some versions add iTna-KOTnjs (from ii. 12). Compare
Matt. xxiv. 45, Tov SiSovaL avrots rrjv Tpo<p7jv iv Kaipw: and, for the

exaltation of the humble, Luke xiv. 11.

7. CTTtppiVJ/ai'TeS. Ps. liv. (IV.) 23, iTTipplxj/OV €7rt KvptOV TTJV

fxipifivdv croVj kol avros are SiaOpixj/eu The [xipifjiva is here the alarm

of the persecuted Christian. God will care for him; see Luke xxi. 18.

8. n^vj/are, YpTiYopi^aaTe. The Christian may cast the whole

burden of his anxiety upon God, yet is not thereby absolved from

the duty of vigilance; of. iv. 19 above. For vi^xfrare see i. 13, iv. 7.

He is to be sober and wakeful, because his enemy is always at

hand : a train of thought which brings us very close to Matt. xxiv.

42, 43, 49. Much the same combination of words is found

I Thess. V. 6, but in a different connexion ; there the Christian is

enjoined to watch and be sober, because he is a child of the day.

6 dKTtSiKos . . . TtKcl KaTairtciK. A has rlva KaraTrirj, "seeking

whom he may devour " : B has KaraTniiv without riva, " seeking to

devour **
; K K L P nva KaraTrtctv, "seeking some one to devour " (L P

wrongly accentuate rtVa). *AvTt8t/cos is an adversary in a lawsuit.

AtaySoXos (almost a personal name, and therefore without article),

" the slanderer," is a Greek rendering of the Hebrew Satan. *12pi>

o/Aevos is probably taken from Ps. xxi. (xxii.) 14, ws Xewv o apTra^v

Kttt (opvo/Jicvos : TrepLTrareLf probably from Job i. 7, TrcpteX^cuv rrjv yrjv

KOt ifJiTTepiTraTT^cras rrjv vtt ovpavbv TrdpeLfii, The imagery of the

sentence is mixed, derived partly from the prowling lion of the

Psalm, partly from the Accuser of Job, who walks up and down
the earth to spy out the weakness of God's servants. Satan's

" slander " is that Job " doth not fear God for nought," and God
allows him to test the truth of this charge by trying Job, first with

loss of property and children, afterwards with personal suffering.

So here the Devil is the author of persecution. Compare the

Epistle from the Churches of Vienna and Lugdunum, Eus. If. E
V. I. 5, ivi<rKY)\(/€v 6 avTiKct/xei/os. In the same epistle, v. 2. 6, those

who denied the faith are said to have been swallowed by the Beast,

iva AiroTTVixOels 6 Oi^Pf ovs Trporepov ^€T0 KaTaireiroyKivai, ^covras

i$€iA€<Ty. It seems clear that the writers had this passage of i Peter

in view. Throughout his Epistle, St Peter seems by "suffering"
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to mean the adventitious pain of deliberate persecution. This was
Kara rb OiXrjfia tov ®€ov (iv. 19), but possibly in the same sense as

Job's trials, as permitted but not exactly purposed by God. The
natural tendency of righteousness is to produce "good days"
(iii. I o) ; any other result seems to be regarded as surprising and
occasional. It will be observed that St. Peter does not use Koa-fios

as the name of a hostile, irreligious power. Here, again, we may
perhaps detect the Hebraistic cast of the apostle's mind.

9. o-repeol ty] iriCTTei. In its proper physical sense a-Tepeo? means
hard or solid. The word occurs 2 Tim. ii. 19, a-rcpebs OefxeXios, sl

solid foundation; Heb. v. 12, 14, arepea rpoffn^j solid food, opposed
to liquid milk : the verb a-repeovv in Acts iii. 7, 16, is to make solid

or strong ; the substantive is found in Col. ii. 5, to o-repew/xa ttjs

€ts Xpia-Tov TTiarTews vfj^oiv^ the strong wall or foundation of your faith

in Christ. When transferred to a moral quality in the classics,

orepcos inclines to a bad sense, hard, harsh, brutal. In the present

passage its meaning appears to be solid, strong, impenetrable, like

a wall, rather than steadfast or brave. The adjective will affect the

translation of t^ Trta-ret. 'H Tricrrts is sometimes " faith "
; the article

before the abstract noun being constantly used in Greek as in

French, where the English idiom rejects it, to mark off the virtue

in question from other kindred virtues, for instance, rj ayaTrrj in

1 Cor. xiii. ; sometimes " the faith," that is to say, the Christian

belief as distinguished from other beliefs. Thus we have in 2 Cor.

i. 24, rg yap ma-Tet la-TYiKariy for it is by faith that ye stand ; and,

on the other hand, in Acts vi. 7, ttoAv? op^Aos twv tcpewv viriqKovov

ry irLo-TCL, " a great multitude of the priests became obedient to the

faith "—in other words, changed their convictions and became Chris-

tians. " The faith " is a phrase that does not appear in Romans or

Corinthians, but Gal. i. 23 we find evayyeXi^erai ttjv ttlo-tlv tjv ttotc

eTTopOeLi Eph. iv. 5, fita ttlcttis, one faith distinguished from all

others ; Phil. i. 2 7, /1,1a »/a;xf? crvva6Xovvre<s rg TrioTei tov evayyeXiov,

the faith in which all agree, which is defined in the gospel ; Col.

i. 23, T^ TTLo-TiL Te^€jueAto)/xeVoi, the faith is that definite hope of the

gospel from which the Church is not to be moved; i Tim. i. 19,

TTcpl Tr)v TTiaTLv lvavdyyj(TaVf some have Suffered shipwreck as regards

the faith, by falling into erroneous doctrines: iii. 9, to fivarrjpLov

T^5 TTto-rews: iv. I, a7ro(TTT^(Tovrat TtV€S t^s 7rt<rT€<D5 : V. 8, vi. lo, 21 ;

2 Tim. i. 13, ii. 2, iv. 7. The notion of "the faith" as a body of

sound doctrine naturally became more important in St. Paul's eyes

from the time of his imprisonment, as contact with one error or

another awakened him to the fact that there might be semi-Christian

types of opinion of a misleading nature. In Heb. xi. i faith is

not merely loving trust in God, but strong conviction, which admits
of definition by its subject-matter, by the particular things hoped
for and not seen. In the present passage the use of the word

13
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a-repcoL inclines the balance in favour of "the faith." Solidity

applies rather to convictions, which are well-grounded, firmly con-
nected, and therefore impenetrable, than to trust, which is ardent
or confident, but not solid.

€t8oT€s . . . €iriTe\€ro-0at. " Knowing that the same sufferings

are being accomplished in your brotherhood which is in the world,"

is the translation generally given. If this is correct, the words must
be regarded as a consolation. You are not alone in your suffer-

ings ; all Christians have the same burden to bear. But almost
every word of this rendering is open to serious objection. EiSws
followed by an infinitive means " knowing how " to do a thing, cf.

Luke xii. 56; Phil. iv. 12; Kriiger's Gree^ Grammar^ Ivi. 7, 9 ;

Blass, p. 227 ;
" knowing that " is dim on. Ta aura rcov TraOrjfjidTwVy

if it means " the same sufferings," is quite unparalleled ; the passages

quoted by Alford, to d/^ieTa^crov r^? /3ovXrjs, Heb. vi. 17 ; to vTrepe^ov

r^5 yvojo-€0)9, Phil. iii. 18 ; to ttlcttov t-IJs TroXtTeta?, Thuc i. 68, in

which the neuter adjective or participle represents an abstract

substantive, do not help in the least. It is impossible to see why
St. Peter did not write to, avra 7ra^rJ/>taTa, if these words would
convey his meaning. He was not a scholar, but there are some
errors of expression which no man could make. T^ aSeX<^0T>/Tt

v/xwv, again, is a singular phrase ; we should have expected tq aZek-

<f>6T7jTL alone or toTs aSeX^oU vfiaiv. The dative is more naturally

construed with tol avrd than with linTeXua-Oaiy with which it can
only be taken loosely as a dativus incommodu Finally, the meaning
of cTTtTcXetv is uncertain ; it may be " to accomplish," " bring to an
end," or possibly " bring towards an end," or, again, " to pay in full."

Liddell and Scott are mistaken in giving the verb the sense of " to

lay a penalty upon a person." In the passage referred to, Plato,

Laws^ X. p. 910 D, t^v t^s da-^fBeta^ SiKrjv tovtol»; cTrtreXowrcov, the

meaning is " let them carry to a finish the prosecution for impiety

against these men." The only commentator who has really grappled

with the text is Hofmann, who translates " knowing how to pay the

same tax of suffering as your brethren in the world." Compare Xen.
Mem. iv. 8. 8, tol toO yrjpws eTrtTeXcto-^at, " to pay the tax of old age,"

in loss of sight, hearing, memory, and so on. This version meets
most of the difficulties ; but to. aura twj/ TraOrj/xdrcDv for " the same
tax of suffering," is, to say the least, an unusual phrase, and rj dSek-

cfjorrjs vfxwv remains a stumbling-block. Yet neither phrase falls

outside the limit of toleration.

10. 6 Gcos irdatjs x<^piTos. " The God of every grace." From
Him comes every good and perfect gift (Jas. i. 17). See note on
TTOLKtXrj x^P^5, iv. 10. Many commentators couple c»/ Xpio-rw with

KaXcVas, and we might understand this in a variety of ways, (i)

God was in Christ who called you; or (2) God called you by
Christ as His instrument (cf. Gal. i. 6, 15, tov KoXicravros vfia<s iv
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XapLTi—Sta T^s xaptTos); or (3) Iv Xpia-rw may be used in that

vague sense in which everything is said to be in the Lord (cf. i Cor.
vii. 22, 6 iv Kvpto) kXtjOcU SovXos), Christ being, as it were, the

atmosphere of all Christian life. But Hofmann may be right in

joining So^av iv Xpiarrw. The glory which is here attributed to God
is closely related to Christ in i. 7, 21, iv. 11, 13, v. i, 4. For
oVtyov TraOovraSf "after ye have suffered a little," or "for a little

while," compare i. 6. KarapriW, "shall correct" or "amend."
So Mark i. 19, KarapTL^eiv ra SlKTva: Gal. vi. I, KarapTt^cre rov
TOLovTov (where Lightfoot notes that KarapTLleiv is used as a surgical

term of setting a broken bone): i Thess. iii. 10, KarapTc^eLv to.

va-Tiprnxara : I Cor. i. 10, rjT€ 8c KaT7}pTL(Tp.ivoL (the apostle is speaking
of the healing of schisms). God will amend them through suffer-

ing, which is the cure of sin ; compare iv. i, 6 vaOiDv aapKi TreVavTat

a/xaprias. 2r7;pi^et, "shall stablish," SO that you shall not be
shaken by alarms ; compare iv. 1 2, p.rj ^cvt^ccrOe. ^Oevwa-et is one of

St. Peter's airai Xcyofxeva, t? K L P, all later MSS., the Syriac,

Coptic, and Armenian versions, Theophylact and Oecumenius have
OefxeXiwaei after aO^vwaet : the word is omitted by A B, the Vulgate,

and Aethiopic. Many of the later MSS. exhibit the optative,

KarapTLcraL, k.t.X.^ for the future indicative.

11. auTw TO Kpdros. " His (God's) is (or, be) the might." God
has power to do all if you humble yourselves under His " mighty
hand." St. Peter dwells, and wishes his readers to dwell, on the

majesty and power of God, which to the Jew was always a most
comfortable thought, and is not less so to the Christian. It is

perhaps worth observing that Kparos occurs in only one of the eight

Pauline doxologies, that of i Tim. vi. 16.

12. The words which follow were possibly added by the hand
of St. Peter himself (this is the opinion of Blass, Grammar^ p. 123),
just as St. Paul concludes 2 Thess. and Galatians with a few lines

of autograph. Aia may denote either the bearer or the draughts-

man of the Epistle, or both ; on this point and on Silvanus see

Introduction. Tov ttio-tov ktt^X^ovy " the (well-known) trusty brother."

Similar forms of commendation occur i Cor. iv. 7 ; Eph. vi. 21;
Col. i. 7. *Os Aoyt^o/xat, "as I reckon," in the sense of "as I

think," cf. I Cor. iv. i; Rom. viii. 18. There is no tyw, and the
" I " is therefore not emphatic. St. Peter does not mean " I think
him trusty, though others do not." The Epistle is short (St' oXCyiav,

cf. Heb. xiii. 22), not so much in itself, as in comparison with all

that was in the apostle's heart, and all that he would have liked to

say. Silvanus would supplement it largely by word of mouth, and
it is natural that St. Peter should here speak of him as " trusty," one
who knew the apostle's mind and could expound it faithfully. But
Silvanus was an eminent man, and only one who was still more
eminent could venture to prai;^ him for so simple a virtue.
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"Eypai/ra, "I write," is the epistolary aorist; instances occur in

Philem. 19, 21; Rom. xv. 15; i Cor. v. 11, ix. 15; Gal. vi. 11;
I Mace. XV. 6; 2 Mace. ii. i6; Plato, Epist, vii. adfinem^ dmyKaLov
ISo^e fjLOL prjOrjvau

irapaKaXui' Kal eirifxapTupwi' TauTr]»' ctmi dXYiOr) X'^P^" "^^^ Geou.
" Exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God." The
article i^ omitted before dXrjOrj x^piv. *ETnfxapTvp€tv is to "bear
witness to " a fact, not to " bear new, or fresh, testimony." " This "

refers to the whole of the contents of the Epistle, whether doctrine

or exhortation. The apostle's words here have a strongly emo-
tional tinge, but not more so than we expect from a pastor who is

deeply interested in the spiritual welfare of his flock in a time

which was no doubt one of stress. We need not suppose that

there was any great danger of apostasy. Still less need we suppose
that by laying emphasis on the " truth ** of his Epistle the apostle is

here reflecting upon other teachers. The gospel is constantly

spoken of as " the truth," in opposition to the imperfect light of

Judaism, or the errors of heathenism, John i. 17, 17 X^P'^ '^^'' V
aXiijOeLa : Col. i. 6, eTrcyvcorc rrjv X^P''^

'''^^ ©eov iv aXrjQua. : I Pet.

i. 22, Iv TQ inraKoy r^s dAiy^etas, means "by obedience to the

gospel." But Gal. ii. 5, rj dXi^Oeia tov cvayyeXtov, is "the right

conception of the gospel," as of grace not of works, truth, that is

to say, as opposed to the errors of other Christian teachers. So
again 2 Pet. ii. i, "the way of truth " is set against the delusions of

if/evSo7rpo(l>^TaL and i/fevSoStSacTKaXot, who were, no doubt, professedly

Christian, It has been supposed that here also dAiy^rJs is used of

orthodox belief.

Kiihl thinks that the communities addressed had not been
evangelised by any apostle, and that St. Peter is here giving the

official seal to the instruction which they had received. The
Tubingen school, on the other hand, holding that the author (not

St. Peter) is writing to Pauline Churches, consider that he is ex-

pressing his approval of the doctrine of St. Paul. But all that he
means is, "What I have made Silvanus write, this gospel of bearing

the cross with patience, is God's truth. See that ye stand fast

in it"

Usteri, pressing the absence of the article before aX.r}6rj x^-P^^*

would translate "this (this persecution) is a real grace of God.
Stand ye fast to meet it." But there is nothing in the text to

justify such a narrowing of the sense of " this," and persecution, in

itself, is regarded as the work of the Devil.

els V <"^T€. "Wherein stand fast." 5< A B and many cursives

have the imperative ; K L P and the mass of inferior MSS. read

co-TiJKaTc. Eis is probably used as in 6 €ts tov aypov, Mark xiii. 1 6,

as a mere equivalent for ev; see Blass, p. 122. Von Soden, how-

ever, quoting L 13, t^v <f>€pofjL€injv vfuv \dpLVj thinks that here also
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the x«^P« is regarded as future, and would translate "whereunto

stand fast."

13. r\ iy BapuXwKi cui'eKXeKTii. "The fellow-elect woman in

Babylon." N after Ba^uXwvt adds iKKXrja-ia: the Vulgate has
" ecclesia quae est in Babylone," and the same addition is found in

the Peshito, in the Armenian, in Theophylact, and Oecumenius.

A catena explains that by Babylon is meant Rome ; Syncellus says

that some took it to mean Rome, others Joppa. St. Peter's words

have been the subject of much speculation from an early date. We
are not to supply eK/cXryo-ta, nor any other word. 'H iv BafivXiovi is

a complete phrase, and means " the woman in Babylon." This

may be understood either literally or metaphorically. Bengel,

Mayerhoff, Jachmann, Alford, and some few others take the words
literally, and understand the apostle to mean his own wife. On the

other hand, the great majority of commentators take them meta-

phorically of the Church in Babylon, but are divided on the question

whether Babylon itself is metaphorical or not. The latter point

may be treated independently of the former. Both phrases may be
literal, one may be figurative, or both.

Against the literal interpretation of 17 may be urged (i) that SL
Peter would have spoken of his wife in plain terms and by name

;

(2) that 17 €v BapvXwvL is a singular phrase for an ordinary woman
residing or sojourning in Babylon. Both these objections are con-

siderably weakened, if St. Peter's wife was a very well-known person-

age ; and there can be no doubt that she was. St Paul tells us

that she accompanied her husband (i Cor. ix. 5), and tradition

could not have regarded her as a martyr (Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. 1 1.

63), unless she had done something to earn martyrdom—unless,

that is to say, she had taken an active part in her husband's labours.

Against the metaphorical interpretation it may be argued that

17 iv Ba^vXCiVL is an unprecedented and perhaps impossible phrase for
" the Church in Babylon." In the Old Testament we have " the
daughter of Zion" (Isa. xxxviL 22); in the New Testament it is

possible that St. John speaks of a Church as /cvpta, and of another
Church as her dScA^iJ (2 John i. 5, 13) ; the meaning of the Woman
in the Apocalypse is open to doubt. In Hermas

(
Fts, i. i. 4, 5)

the Church appears to the prophet as yvvrj^ and is addressed by
him as KvpCa. But in all these cases the metaphor is far more
obvious than it is in the present passage. Again, what is easy and
natural to imaginative writers like Isaiah, John, or Hermas, is not
so to St. Peter. Lastly, "the Church and Marcus my son " strikes

one as a somewhat more difficult combination than " my wife and
Marcus my son " (see Introduction, § 8). On Marcus and Babylon,
see Introduction, § 9.

14. iv <j>iXiiifjiaTi dYdiTTis. Compare Rom. xvi. 16; i Cor. xvi. 20;
2 Cor. xiii. 12 ; i Thess. v. 26. St. Paul's phrase is ^CkqfM aytoK#
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The kiss is one of the most ancient of ritual usages. Justin, Apo
i. 65, oAAifAovs <^ikr]\i.a.Ti oxncoXfi[L^B(L Travad/Jiivot twv evx<jjv, the kiss

came after certain evxou and before the evxat of communion ; Tert.

de Orat. 14, "quae oratio cum diuortio sancti osculi integra?" In
Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat. Myst. v. 3, the kiss is placed before the

Sursum Corda ; he adds, aryj/xeLov tolvvv ia-rl to ^lA-Ty/xa Tov OLvaKpa-

Orjvai TOLS i/'u;(as kol iracrav i^opt^eiv fivrja-tKaKLav, See also Const.

App. ii. 57, viii. 11; Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western
\

Palmer, Or. Litt. ii. 102; Suicer, s.v. <^iA.7y/>ta; Ducange, s.v.

Osculum ; Bingham ; Probst, Liturgie ; Duchesne, Origines du culte

Chretien.

€\.pr\vr\. In this final benediction St. Peter uses the Hebrew and
evangelical " Peace" (cf. Luke xxiv. 36 ; John xx. 19, 21, 26) instead

of the later " grace," which we find in the corresponding passages

of the Pauline Epistles, Hebrews, and the Apocalypse. "Peace"
carries us back to the Address ; the Epistle begins and ends with

peace. The phrase rots eV Xpto-rw " can hardly signify the mystical

life-communion {die mystische Lebensgemeinschaft) of Paul, of which
there is no trace in the Epistle, but is merely another name
for Christians, and conveys the last warning not to forsake this

community of Christians " (von Soden).



INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND EPISTLE
OF ST. PETER

§ I. TESTIMONIA VETERUM

It will be most convenient to begin the Introduction to 2 Peter by
a discussion of the external attestation of the Epistle.

Jerome,

Bom about 346 ; died, 420.

In the Epistle to PaulinuSy prefixed to editions of the Vulgate,

Jerome accepts all the seven Catholic Epistles without reserve

:

"Jacobus, Petrus, Joannes, Judas Apostoli, septem epistolas

ediderunt tarn mysticas quam succinctas, et breues pariter ac

longas : breues in uerbis, longas in sententiis ; ut rarus sit, qui non
in earum lectione caecutiat" Here the word caecutiat seems to be
taken from 2 Pet. i. 9.

In the extracts from the Catalogus Scriptorum Eccksiasticorum^

which also are printed in editions of the Vulgate, he notices that

there was some considerable doubt as to the authenticity of

2 Peter, and tells us that the doubt rested on the style of the

Epistle

:

" Scripsit duas Epistolas, quae Catholicae nominantur : quarum
secunda a plerisque eius esse negatur, propter stili cum priore

dissonantiam."

In the Epistle to Hedibia, 1 20, Quaest, xi., he suggests that this

difference of style might be accounted for by the supposition that

St. Peter employed two different interpreters

:

" Habebat ergo (Paulus) Titum interpretem, sicut et beatus

Petrus Marcum, cuius euangeHum Petro narrante et eo scribente

compositum est Denique et duae epistolae quae feruntur Petri

stilo inter se et charactere discrepant structuraque uerborum. Ex
quo intelligimus pro necessitate rerum diuersis eum usum inter-

pretibus."

Jerome thus records, explains, and perpetuates the doubt, yet

his great authority practically laid it to sleep in the Greek and Latin
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Churches. But in or about the time of Jerome there were several

eminent Fathers who either rejected 2 Peter or regarded it with

grave suspicion. "Among the innumerable quotations from and
allusions to Scripture found in the writings of Chrysostom, Theo-
dore, and Theodoret, there does not appear to be one reference to

2 Peter" (Dr. Chase in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, iii. p. 805 ;

as regards Chrysostom this statement is to some extent modified by
the note). Amphilochius of Iconium (Westcott, Canon, p. 557)
says that some accepted seven Catholic Epistles, some only three.

Didymus of Alexandria accepted 2 Peter as authentic, and wrote a

commentary upon it
;
yet at the close of this work the reader is

startled by the words (only preserved in a Latin translation), " non
est igitur ignorandum praesentem epistolam esse falsatam, quae, licet

publicetur, non tamen in canone est." Mr. Warfield (Southern

Presbyterian Review, Jan. 1882) suggests that Didymus here ex-

presses a view which he afterwards rejected. At a later date

Junilius of Africa (about 550 a.d. ; Westcott, Canon, p. 545) places

2 Peter among the books which he calls mediae, those which,

though not absolutely undoubted, are yet accepted by very many
{quam plurimt). Junilius, though African by birth, lived in Con-
stantinople, and derived his Syrian theology directly or indirectly

from Theodore of Mopsuestia (see Dr. Salmon's article in the

Dictionary of Christian Biography), The doubt as to the authen-

ticity of 2 Peter appears to have been most strongly felt in the

Antiochene Church, and rested largely on the absence of the Epistle

from the Peshito, which recognised only three of the Catholic

Epistles, James, i Peter, i John; indeed there is some doubt
whether the Syriac version originally included even these; see

Introduction to i Peter, p. 13.

Eusebius,

The date of his History is about 324.
JI. E, iii. 3. I, 4, IIcTpov />t€v ovv iiriaToXri fua ^ Xeyofihrq avrov

rrpoTipa. dvcafioXoyrjTaL* ravry 8k kol ol irdXai 7rp€a/3vT€poi ws avafi<f>L-

X.€KT(o iv Tots cr<f}(ov avToiV KaraKiXprjvTai. crvyypdfxfia(ri, r^v 81

<f)€poiX€vr)v SevTcpav ovk ivSidOrjKOV fxkv ctrat TrapetXiJc^a/xcv, o/xa>$ 8i

TToA-Xots ^(pi^arLfJLOi <f>av€'L(ra /jlctcl twv oKXoyv icnrovBdarOr) ypa^Siv ...
dX\a Tflt fjikv ovofia^o/JLeva nirpov, wv fiiav yvrjaiav cyi/tov iTriarroXrjv

KOL Trapa tois TroAac Trpecr^VTcpoL^ w/xoA-oyiyp-cViyv Tocavra.

If. jE. iii. 25. 3, Twv 8' dvTtAeyo/Aevwv, yvwpLfxoiv 8* oZv ofito^

roL<s TToAAo??, 7} Xeyofxivrj *IafC(o/3ov <f>€p€Tat. kol y *lov8a, rj t€ Uirpov

8€VT€pa lirKrToXrq. He then goes on to speak about the voOa.

We gather that 01 ttoXXol, the majority of the Church, accepted

2 Peter as authentic ; that Eusebius himself doubted, but did not

absolutely deny, its authenticity; that his doubt rested on two
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grounds, namely, that writers, whose opinion he respected, regarded

2 Peter as uncanonical (vrapctXTj^a/Aei/) ; and that, so far as he knew,
the Epistle was not quoted by " the ancient presbyters "—by those

older writers, that is to say, whose works were to be found in the

library of Jerusalem {H. E. v. 20. i), and he probably means "not
quoted by name." It is to be regretted that Eusebius does not

state from whom he had received his opinion, or who were included

among the ol ttoXXoL The seven Catholic Epistles existed in the

library of Caesarea, and there is some reason for thinking that they

were all accepted as genuine by Pamphilus (Westcott, Canon^

P- 393 sq.).

Methodius,

Martyred in the Diocletian persecution.

In a fragment of his treatise, de Resurredione (Pitra, Anal, Sacra,

iii. p. 611, quoted by Dr. Chase), we find an express citation of

2 Pet. iii. 8, xiXia h\ trrf TTJ'S ^aa-iXcLas wvo/>taa-€v rov airipavrov

aiojva Sia t^s xiXuxho'i SrjXwVf y€ypacf>€v yap 6 (XTrocrToXos IleT/aos on
fiia rjfxipa iraph. Kvptw ws ^tAia tryj koX ^iXia err] ws rjfxepa fxia.

We may notice also in the same treatise (ed. Jahn, p. 78) the

words €K7rvp(i)^iJ(r€Tat filv yap Trpos KaOapaiv Kal avaKaivurpJov Kara-

I3acri(a iras KaraKXy^o/xevo^ 6 Koa/xos irvpi, ov /xrjv €ts iiriaXciav

iX€V(r€Tai iravTeXi} kol <f>Oopaiv . . , Sto avayK-q hrj koX t^v yrjv avdvi

Kal Tov ovpavov fiera rrjv iK<}>X6y<o(nv €<T€(r6aL iravrmv koX 7K>v ftpaa-fiov.

Here the trvp Karapdcriov is taken from Wisdom x. 6 ; but the run
of the passage reminds the reader strongly of 2 Pet. iii 9-13, and
Methodius, as the first quotation shows, was acquainted with the

Epistle.

Origen,

Died, 253.
In Joann, Comm, v. 3 (Lomm. i. 165) ; see also Eus. JI, E, vi.

25. 8, Ilerpos Sc, €^* w OLKohofXiirai y X/okttov iKKXrjaria, 17s TrvAae AtSov

ov KaTL(rxyorova'L, pLiav cttio'toA'^v 6fioXoyovfi€vr]V KaraXiXoiTrev, iarrct Sk

Kal ScvTcpav afjLffujSdXXeTaL yap.

Origen does not express himself so positively as Eusebius ; he
records the doubt, yet is not unwilling to accept the Epistle. He
does not tell us on what arguments the doubt rested, nor by whom
it was entertained. In particular, he says nothing about the style of

2 Peter, though he was a keen critic, as may be seen from his

remarks on the Epistle to the Hebrews (Eus. A^, E. vi. 25. 11). In

the works of Origen are found six quotations from, and two clear

allusions to 2 Peter. Dr. Chase, however, notices that they all

occur in those treatises which exist only in the Latin version of

Rufinus, and it must be admitted that this fact renders it somewhat
doubtful whether they can be ascribed to Origen himself.
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Clement of Alexandria,

Died about 213.

Eus. IT. E. vi. 14. I, €v 8c rats 'YTronwrcoo'eo-t, ^uvcXovra eiTrcti/,

7rd(rrj<s rrjs ivSiaOT^KOV ypa<f>rj<s iirLTerfirjixevas ireTroLYjraL 8ir)yy](r€L<Sy fiTjBk

TttS di/riAeyo/Aeva? irapekOwVy ttjv ^lovSa Xiyu) kol tols AotTras Ka^oAtKas

€7rta"roA.as, tiJv T€ HapvdjSa kol Tr)v Tlirpov Xeyoixivrjv dTroKaXvil/iv.

Nothing can be clearer than this statement, which is con-

firmed by Photius {Biblioth, 109). It is in no degree invalidated

by the confused utterances of Cassiodorus, who, writing after an

interval of more than three hundred years, says, first, that Clement
expounded the whole of the Bible ; then that he had commented
upon I Peter, i and 2 John, and James, but not on the other three

canonic Epistles ; and, finally, made a loose and untrustworthy trans-

lation (for the Adumbrationes is supposed to be his version of this

part of the Hypotyposes) of Clement's notes upon i Peter, i and 2

John, and Jude, not James.
Dr. Chase does not allow that Clement ever quotes 2 Peter. But

in Protrep. x. 106 we have the phrase rr]v 6801/ r^? dXrjOeias, which

is found in 2 Pet. ii. 2 and not elsewhere in the New Testament.

^a/)/cos d-rroOeais, Stro7n. i. 1 9. 94, may be drawn from 2 Pet. i. 14

((XTTo^eoris is peculiar to i and 2 Peter). In Ed. Proph, 20, i Pet.

i. 19 is combined with 2 Pet. ii. i (see note). See again note on

ii. 13 for another possible reference. In Paed. iii. 8. 43, to

2o8o/AiTwv 7rd6o^ KpLcn<s fi€v aSiKfja-aari., TraiSaywyia 8e dKovaaai, is

taken not from Jude, as Dindorf thinks, but from 2 Peter, who
mentions Lot, while Jude does not (see also Paed, iiL 8. 44, where

the same remark holds good, though Clement immediately goes on

to quote Jude 5, 6 by name). From the same verse, 2 Pet. ii. 8,

comes a phrase which is found in Strom. iL 12. 55, ^aaavL^wv 8e c<^*

ots yfjLapre rrjv iavTOV \f/v)(rjv dya6o€py€L. Again, in Stroll, vii. 14. 88,

Clement speaks of the moral law as rj ivToXy, in the singular.

Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 21. Probably many other borrowings might be

detected by anyone who would carefully read Clement through

with an eye to this point. It is true that Clement does not quote

2 Peter by name, and some of the phrases here noticed may not be

conscious quotations at all. " The way of truth " is found also in

Clement of Rome, " the putting off of the flesh " may have been a

common expression among Christians. But if they are ultimately

derived from 2 Peter, as is probably the case, the fact that these

phrases had become a regular part of the parlance of the Church

seems greatly to increase the strength of the evidence in favour of

the authenticity of the Epistle.

It should be remembered that Clement was the successor and

pupil of another learned man, Pantaenus, who was head of the

catechetical school perhaps as early as 180. In that year those
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who advocate the late date of 2 Peter suppose that the Epistle had
not existed more than five, or at the outside more than twenty or

thirty years. Pantaenus could hardly have been imposed upon by a

forgery so recently perpetrated, as Harnack and Dr. Chase suppose,

in Alexandria. And, if Pantaenus did not know the Epistle, or

rejected it, how came Clement, the heir of his erudition, to

accept it?

Cyprian,

Died, 257.

This Father displays no acquaintance with 2 Peter, yet this fact

serves only to show the precariousness of the argument from

silence. For a clear allusion to the Epistle is found in a letter

addressed to Cyprian by

Firmilian^

Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (Cyprian, Epp. Ixxv. 6), "Ste-
phanus . . . adhuc etiam infamans Petrum et Paulum beatos

apostolos, . . . qui in epistolis suis haereticos exsecrati sunt et

ut eos euitemus monuerunt" Cyprian must have known to what
Epistle of St Peter Firmilian was appealing.

Hippolytus,

Died about the end of the first quarter of the third century.

Refut. Omn, Haer, ix. 6, fter ov irokv 8e eVt tov avrov /Sop^opov

aveKvXCovTo, cf. 2 Pet ii. 22. The expression is, as Dr. Chase
says, of the nature of a proverb, but it is not a common proverb.

See note on the passage.

/h'd, X. 33, TO, Bk irdvra SioikcX 6 Xoyos o ®€ov, o irpojToyovo's Trarpos

wats, ^ irpb €war<f)6pov ^oxr^opo? ^(ovrj, cf. 2 Pet i. 1 9, and see note
on the passage.

IMd, X. 34, iK<f)€v^€a-$€ lfr€p\oiilvriv ttv/oos Kp(a-€<oi aireiX^v koX

raprapov ^o<fiepov 6fj,fia d^wTtCTToy, cf. 2 Pet ii. 4, 1 7, iii. 7.

In Dan, iii. 22^ (^ yap of tis inroTayy tovt<^ koX ScSovAurot, cf.

2 Pet ii. 19.

I3id. iv. 10, c{ yap koX vvv PpaZvv€i vpo Kaipov, /jl^ OiKfw r-qv

Kpiciv Tw Koa-fito CTicveyKctv, cf. 2 Pet ii. 5, iiu Qu

Ht'd. XxiiL 24, ^[xipa 8k Kvptov \C\La ertf.

The Clementine Literature,

Passages bearing a more or less close resemblance to 2 Peter
have been detected in the Recognitions^ the Homilies^ the Actus
Petri cum Simone. On this point the reader may consult the
observations of Dr. Chase, and of Dr. Salmon, Introduction

(p. 520, ed. 1888).
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Theophilus ofAntioch,
Died, 183-185.
ii. 13, o A,oyo9 avrov^ <fiaiv(ov (ocnrep A,v;(vos Iv olK-qfiart (rw€)(oiJ.iv<Oy

i<f>(i)TLar€v T^v vir ovpavov, cf. 2 Pet. i. 1 9. In 4 Esdr. xii. 4.2 we
read, " Tu enim nobis superes solus ex omnibus populis . . . sicut

lucerna in loco obscuro " ; and the word of God is a Av'^vo? in Ps.

cxix. 105. Yet it seems most likely that Theophilus had St. Peter

in mind.
ii. 9, 01 8^ Tov ©€0V avOpuiTroi TrvevfLaTO^jiopoL Trvev^aro^ ayiov koX

Trpof^rJTai yevo/jievoLf cf. 2 Pet. i. 21. Dr. Chase points out that

the word rrvevfiarocjiopos is found in Hos. ix. 7 ; Zeph. iii. 4. It

can hardly be maintained that either of these passages is conclusive,

but they deserve some weight

Taftan,

Date of Oratio^ 150-170.
Or, ad Graecos, 15 (Otto, vi. p. 70) toiqvtov Se firi ovroi rov

crKr)v<jiixaTOi. This sense of the word o-Kiyi/w/za (body) is borrowed
from 2 Pet. i. 13. Immediately before, in the single word vaos, we
have an allusion to i Cor. iii. 16. '^KTJvwfxa is so used by Eus.

ZT. jE. iL 25. 6, who possibly found it in Gaius.

T^ Muratortanum,

P. 106, line 6 (in Westcott's Canon) "Sicute et semote passione

petri euidenter declarat** These words must refer either to the

Gospel of St John or to 2 Peter. They can hardly refer to the

Gospel, which had been fully noticed. See on this point Introduc-

tion to I Peter, p. 14.

Arisiides,

His Apology was presented to Hadrian in 129-130, or, as Mr.
Rendel Harris thinks, to Antoninus Pius, in the early years of his

reign,

Apol. xvi., fj ohok r^S aXrjOeiai ^is tovs oSevovras avr^ eis rrjv

al(ovLov xiipayfAyit ^a<nA,€tai/, cf. 2 Pet i. II, ii 2. This seems
a clear case. Canon Armitage Robinson considers that the Greek
text of the Apology "as a rule gives us the actual words of

Aristides."

Folycarp,

Martyred in 155.
Phil, iii., ry a-o^iq. rov fiaKapiov koI ivSo^ov ITavXou, Ss • • • ^fuv

eypaif/ev ^TrtOToXas, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 1 5.
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Martyrium Polycarpu

XX. 2, €*s T^v a'wvtoi/ avTov ySao-iXctai/. So Harnack. Lightfoo

has iirovpoivLovy but atwytov is the reading of two MSS. out of three.

Justin Martyr^

Harnack puts the date of the Dialogue^ 155-160.
Dial, 51, Kox iv Tw fxira^v rrjs Trapovcrta? avrov xpovwy w? •rrpo€(j>r)Vf

yev-qcrecrOai aipecrets /cat if/€v^07rpo(f>yJTas €7rt tw ovo/Aart avrov Trpo-

€fjirjvvcr€. Otto refers to Matt. vii. 15, xxiv. 5; i Cor. xL 19. But
there would seem to be here a reminiscence of 2 Pet. ii. i, where
if/evSoTrpofjirJTaL and atpeareLs are mentioned in conjunction. In
£>iai. 82, again, Justin uses the word t/^evSoStSao-KaXot, which though,
as Dr. Chase remarks, a word of easy formation, is peculiar to

2 Peter.

Dial. 81, <rwT^KaiJL€V koX to etprifievov on 'Hfiipa KvpLOv ws x'^^'-^

erq, Otto notes, "Sic Tanchuma, fol. 335 A, Dies dei est milk
annorumJ* Here, again, doubt is legitimate. But we have seen
above that Methodius quoted this phrase by name from 2 Pet. iii. 8.

ApoL i. 28, KOX yap 7] iiTLfiovT] Tov fXTjBerroi rovTO Trpa^at tov ®eov
8ta TO avOpwTTLvov yevos yeyivrjTai* vpoyLvu)aK€L yap rtvas eK /xeravotas

a-wOiiaeaOaif c£ 2 Pet iii. 9.

Melito,

He flourished in the third quarter of the second century.

Apology (in Otto, vol. ix. p. 432), "Etenim aliquando fuit

diluuium uenti, et selecti (ad id) homines occisi sunt aquilone

uehementi, et relicti sunt iusti ad demonstrationem ueritatis.

Rursus alio tempore fuit diluuium aquarum, et perierunt omnes
homines et bestiae in multitudine aquarum, et seruati sunt iusti in

area lignea iussu dei. Atque ita ultimo tempore erit diluuium

ignis, et ardebit terra cum montibus suis, et ardebunt homines
cum simulacris quae fecerunt et cum operibus sculptilibus quae
adorauerunt, et ardebit mare cum insulis suis, et seruabuntur

iusti ab ira, sicut socii eorum seruati sunt in area ab aquis diluuii."

On the date of this Syriac version of Melito's Apology^ see

Introduction to i Peter, p. 10. Dr. Chase takes the deluge of

wind to refer to the destruction of the Tower of Babel, which is

mentioned in the Sibylline Oracles iii. 97 sqq., in connexion with

the destruction of the world by fire, and is inclined to think

that Melito is following the Sibyl rather than 2 Peter. There is,

however, a different explanation of the Flood of Wind ; see Otto's

note on the passage, vol. ix. p. 476. But it will be necessary to con-

sider the origin of the belief in the approaching destruction of the

world by five more fully in a later section.



206 INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER

Irenaeus,

Died, 202 or 203.

This Father introduces a quotation from i Peter with the words
Petrus ait in epistola sua (iv. 9. 2) ; but this phrase does not neces-

sarily imply that he knew only one Petrine letter. Irenaeus

certainly knew 2 John, which he quotes explicitly and by name
(i. 16. 3, iii. 16. 8) ;

yet, says Mr. Warfield, he quotes i John (iii. 16.

5, 8) just as he quotes i Peter, with the words in sua epistola^ iv ry

iina-ToXr}. Two passages call for notice.

iii. I. I, fi€Ta Be Trjv rovruiv €$oSov MapKOS 6 fiaOrjrr)^ kol epfJirj-

vevTT]^ Hirpov koI avTO? ra vtto Hirpov Kr]pv(ra-6/j.€va cyypa<^(09 rjfuv

TrapaSeScDKC

There can be little doubt that ^^oSos here means "death." It

is so used Wisd. iii. 2, vii. 6; Luke ix. 31; 2 Pet. i. 15. In

secular writers it never, so far as I know, bears this sense by itself,

though it is commonly used in later Greek in combination with a

genitive, c^oSos tov jSlov et simm. There is some slight presump-

tion, therefore, that here the word may be a reminiscence of the

Petrine passage. But, further, there were two traditions as to the

date at which Mark composed his Gospel. According to the one
he wrote before, according to the other after, the death of Peter.

It is a most natural and probable supposition that the latter view

was connected with 2 Pet i. 15. Irenaeus does not tell us whence
he derived this account of St. Mark's Gospel, but he no doubt
borrowed it from some earlier writer, most probably Papias. Thus
it may be argued with some confidence that 2 Peter was known to

and accepted by men who lived before Irenaeus, and whose
opinions Irenaeus followed. It might, of course, be replied that

the writer of 2 Peter was himself following the author or authors

of this tradition, but this would hardly be reasonable.

V. 23. 2, "Dies domini sicut mille anni"; v. 28. 3, ^ yap rip^lpa

Kvptov ws x'^^^ ^'''V-

Irenaeus does not tell us where he found these words which so

strongly resemble those of 2 Pet. iii. 8. In both places he con-

nects them with Chiliasm ; the world was created in six days, and
will last six thousand years. It has been supposed that he borrowed

this adaptation of Ps. xc 4 from Justin, or from Barnabas, or from

the Rabbis. But this point also will require to be further con-

sidered in a later section.

Epistle of the Churches ofLyons and Vienne,

177-179.
Eus. H, E. V. I. 36, 55 ; 2. 3, c^oSos is used absolutely of " death."

Ibid. V. I. 45, o Se 8ta fiiarov Kaipos ovk dpy65 avrots ovSe oKapiro^

iytvtro, cf. 2 Pet i 8.
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The Epistle, then, was known, if not to Irenaeus, to those with
whom he was very closely connected.

Let us notice another phrase in this letter—^v. i. 48, Sta t^s

dvacrrpo^^s avrwv pkaa-^rjfxovvT^'i r-qv o8ov, rovria-Tiv 61 viol rrj%

aTTcoXcias. Here we seem to find a combination of vers. 2 and 22

of the Fragment of the Apocalypse of Peter^ which is therefore

older than the Viennese letter.

f
Apocalypse ofPeter*

1 10-160, or more nearly 120-140; Hamack. The use of the

work by the Viennese Church warns us that the date can hardly be
placed after 140.

I, TToWot €^ avTtov co-ovrat \lf€vSo7rpo<f>r}Tai Koi oSovi kol Soyfinra

iroLKiXa T^s aTTwXetas 8tSa^ov(nv, cf. 2 Pet. ii. I.

I, Ta9 i/a;;(as eavTwi/ SoKt/xa^ovras, cf. 2 Pet iL S.

21, Toirov avxfJiTjpoVj cf. 2 Pet i. 1 9.

22, 28, l3kaar(l>rjfjLovvTe^ rrjv oSov t^s SiKaio<rvinjs, cf. 2 Pet H. 3, 21.

30, 17 €i/ToA.i7, cf. 2 Pet ii. 21, iii. 2.

In his edition of the Fragment, Professor Hamack {Bruckstiicke,

p. 71) says that the Apocalypse and 2 Peter are blutsverwandt^

but does not pronounce upon the question of priority. In the

Chronologies p. 471, he decides that the author of 2 Peter borrows

from the Apocalypse. But I find it quite impossible to accept this

view. Before the Apocalypse was written there had been violent

persecution {ol Stw^avrcs rov<s StKatovs fcat TrapaSovres avrov?, 27 ; the

verb Trjyavi^ofjLevoLj 34, belongs to the times of persecution ; the

word is used in the Viennese letter, Eus. If. E. v. i. 38), of which
there is no indication whatever in 2 Peter. Again, the description

of hell, suggested as it is by Plato, Aristophanes, Homer, and
especially Virgil, certainly points to a later date than the Epistle.

Jiilicher thinks it not improbable that 2 Peter made use of the

Apocalypse ; and Kiihl goes so far as to suppose that 2 Pet. ii. may
have been written by the same author as the Apocalypse. The
three reasons given by Dr. Chase in the Dictionary of the Bible for

thinking it impossible that the author of the Apocalypse should

have borrowed from 2 Peter, appear to be wholly unsubstantial.

I have suggested in the notes that the whole of the later Petrine

literature owes its origin to 2 Pet i. 1 5 ; these words gave the busy
army of inventors the suggestion and the name for their works of

imagination. If this view is tenable, we have here again a remark-

able proof of the authority of our Epistle in very early times.

It has been said above that the Apocalypse of Peter bears

traces of the influence of Virgil and Homer. The general idea which
underlies the vision, that our pleasant vices are made the whips to

scourge us, may be found in Wisd. xi. 1 6, St' wv rt? dy^uzprai/ei Sia tovtwv
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KoXo^crat, but in its concrete, pictorial development belongs to the

Greek and Roman mythology. But even in details the Apocalypse

closely resembles the Aeneid. Ct the following passages :

—

Apoc. 3, TO, [tXv yap a-wfiara avrCiv r^v kevKorepa iracry]^ \l6vo<s koX

ipvOporepa Travro? pdSov, crvvcKeKpaTO Be ro ipvOpov avTOiv tw Xcvkw, KaX

dirAws ov Bvvap.aL i.$rjyTJ(racr6ai to KaWos avrcui/' rj re yap KOfirj avTo>v

ov\7) rjv Kol av6r]pa kol iTmrpiTTOvcra. avruiv tw T€ irpocroaTra) kol rots

(5/X019, oxTTTcpct (TTecfiavos €K vapSocrTct;(i;os TreirXeyp,ivo<s kol irouciXiov

avd(i)Vf rj wcTTTcp ipts iv dipt, TOLavrrj rjv avroiy ^ cuTrpeTretou

Virg. Aen. L 402 :

"Dixit, et auertens rosea ceruice refulsit,

Ambrosiaeque comae diuinum uertice odorem
Spirauere.

For the contrast of white and rose in the complexion of beauty,

see the description of Euryalus, Aen. ix. 431-437, or of Aeneas,

Aen. L 588-593. OuAiy KOfirj kol avOrjpd is a reminiscence also of

Horn. Od. vi. 230, kclS 8k Kdprjros OvAas "^KC K6fxa<i vaKivBivia avOei

6p,oias.

Apoc. 5, p.iyi(Trov ypipov cktos toutov tov Koa-psxM VTtkpXoLpnrpov t<3

<^a)Tt, Kttt TOV dipa toi/ €K€l SlktIo-iv ^Xlov KaTaXa/ATro/xcvoy, «cai r^v yrjv

auT^v dv$ovarav dp.apavTOi's dvOeau

Virg. ^^«. vi. 637 :

•'Deuenere locos laetos, et amoena uireta

Fortunatorum nemorum, sedesque beatas.

Largior hie campos aether et lumine uestit

Purpureo, solemque suum, sua sidera norunt.**

We may remember also the da-KJioBekos Xeifidtv of Horn. Od, id. 539.
Apoc, 6, the phrase tottos av^/aiypos, of the place of punishment,

is taken from 2 Peter, but, used as it is in the Apocalypse^ it calls to

mind the words of Virgil,

^^«.vL534:

"Ut tristis sine sole domos, loca tarbida, adires."

Apoc, 8, 9, 16, the region of torment is full of boiling mud,
Cf. Aen, vi. 296, ."Turbidus hie coeno uastaque uoragine gurges

Aestuat *'
; 416, " Informi limo " ; the boiling mud is that of Phlege-

thon.

Apoc, 6, 01 KoXa^ovT€s ^yycXoi CKoreivov ^-jfov axrriiiv to &8v/ia

Kara, rov dipa rov tottov.

Virg. A^n, vi. 555 :

"Tisiphone . . . palla succincta cruenta.**

Apoc. 10, tovs 0ov€ts ipXeirov . , , l3€p\r]fl€V0V^ (h TtVl T07r«

TtOkip-fxevi^ Kttt ircTrATyptD/Aci/y ipverSjv rrovrjpSiV, Kal TrXiyccro/ia'OVs wro

Twv OrjpCtay ^kciVcuv.
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Virg. Aen, vi. 570

:

"Continue sontes ultrix accincta flagello

Tisiphone quatit insultans, toruosque sinistra

Intentans angues uocat agmina saeua sororum.**

Apoc, II, woXXot xatSes oXrivei acopot iTiKTOvro (text of Canon
Armitage Robinson) KaO-qficvoi iKAatov.

Virg. Aen. vi. 426

:

"Infantumque animae flentes in limine primo."

It may be strongly suspected that the author of the Apocalypse

was a Western, who had read Virgil. The book first comes before

our notice at Vienna, and in the Roman Muratorianum ; and these

facts point in the same direction. Further, the Clementina mani-
fest so strong an interest in Rome that we may look for their origin,

at any rate for that of their Grundschrift^ in the same locality. Prob-
ably a good deal of the pseudo-Petrine literature came from Rome.
But that the whole tone and conception of the Apocalypse is Uter
than 2 Peter seems to me to be beyond a doubt

The so-called Second Epistle of Clement

130-170.

xvi., yivwo-KCTC h\ on epx^rai i^Srj ^ -^fiipa r^^ Kpitrcws ws icXty&avos

Kaiofievos KOL TaKrja-ovraL at BvvdfxiLs twv ovpavtov kol vaara ^ yiy a>s

/xoA()3Sos cTTc irvpl rrjKOfievos Kal totc ^avi^trerai ra Kpv<l>ia kol <l>a.v€pa

cpya Twv dvOpwTTOiv.

The author here quotes Mai. iv. i ; Isa. xxxiv. 4, but his view of

the world-fire is that of St. Peter. Dr. Salmon {Introduction^ P- 521)
suggests that ^avTio-crat is an attempt to make sense out of the

corrupt ivpeO-^creTai of 2 Pet. iii. 10. Add that rj/xipa KptVews in the

New Testament is only found in Matthew's Gospel, in i John, and
in 2 Peter.

Ignatius.

105-117.

JSpli.f Preface, ^Irja-ov Xpiarov rov ©€ov -qfitav: see Lightfoofs

note ; the same phrase recurs £pA, xviii. ; jRom, iiL ; Polyc. viii.,

cf. 2 Pet. i. I.

JSph, xii., TLavXov , . . os ev Traxrrj iTricrToXy, cL 2 Pet iii.

i5» 16.

Trail, xiii. 3, kv w €vpc^en7/>tev ap,w/u,ot, cf. 2 Pet iiL 14.

Magn. ix., 17 tjm] rjfjiiov di/€retA.cv, cf. 2 Pet. i. 19.

No one of these phrases can be regarded as conclusive; yet

they are worth noticing as probably echoes of 2 Peter.

14
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Barnabas.

'jo-jgy Lightfoot; 130 or 131, Harnack.
XV. 4, Trpoa-€)(€T€j T€Kva, T6 Acyct TO ^vv€T€\€<r€V iv ti rjfjiipatq*

TOVTO A,6y€i OTL kv e^ttKicT^^tAt'ois €T€(rtf (rvvTf.\i(Tei Kvptos Tot aijfJiTravTa,

'H yap rjfjLepa Trap avrw x^A-ta irrj' auros 8c fxoi /jLaprvpel Xiytav' *l8oil

crriixepov rjfxipa corTat ws
x'''^^'*

^riy.

See remarks on Irenaeus above ; but here the Trap* avrw comes
very close to Peter's Trapa Kvptw. Hilgenfeld here quotes Lepto-

genesis^ 4, "Und (Adam) lebte 70 Jahre weniger als 1000 Jahre,

denn 1000 Jahre sind wie Ein Tag nach dem himmlischen Zeug-
niss. Desswegen ist geschrieben iiber den Baum des Erkenntnisses :

An dem Tage da ihr davon esset, werdet ihr sterben. Darum hat

er die Jahre dieses Tages nicht vollendet, sondern er starb an
demselben."

Hermas,
110-140, Harnack.
In the Pastor there are a few words and phrases which may

conceivably have been suggested by 2 Peter; Vis. iii. 7. i, t^v 68ov

T^v aXtiBivriv : Sim. v. 7. 2, p,ta(r/Aos : Sim. vL 2. 5, ^Xifx/xa^ but in a

different sense: Sim, ix. 14. 4, Bvarvo-qroii Sim, ix. 22. i, false

teachers are avdadeis,

Clement ofRome,

93-95, hardly as late as 97, Harnack.
Here again we find several phrases which in the New Testament

are pecular to 2 Peter ; such are 6 Tcpo^yyTiKo^ Xoyos, xi. 2 : cTroTmys

(but it is here used of God), lix. 3 : fitojiioSi Ixiii. i : /AcyoXoTrpeTrrj?,

i. 2. In vii. 6 we read Nwc Urjpv^ev /Acravotav, which not unnaturally

suggests 2 Pet. ii. 5, Nwe hiKaio(rvvyj<s KrjpvKo. Bishop Lightfoot in-

geniously suggested that Clement may have borrowed his phrase

from a lost passage of the pre-Christian third Sibylline book. See
his note.

/ude.

The Epistle of St Jude may, I believe, be confidently regarded

as the earliest attestation of 2 Peter. But the point must be dis-

cussed at length in a separate section.

§ 2. OBSERVATIONS ON THE TESTIMONIA

The Second Epistle of St. Peter is very short ; its subject, the

disorders of a particular section of the Church, is of limited in-
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terest, and is treated in a vague and general way, very unlike that

in which the same topic is handled in the First Epistle to the

Corinthians, and conveying little information about the persons

and circumstances in view; and it contains very few quotable

phrases. It is probably very seldom quoted even in the present

day. Yet its attestation is strong; if we accept the evidence of

the Apocalypse of Peter^ very strong; and if we accept that of

Jude, overwhelming.

Its authenticity was doubted by many in Jerome's time, because

its style was supposed to differ from that of the First Epistle.

Eusebius believed that it was not the work of St. Peter, chiefly

because he could find no clear instance of its use by the " ancient

presbyters." Origen knew that it was regarded with doubt, but

gives no reason for the doubt, and was himself rather inclined to

accept the Epistle. Of Clement we are expressly informed that

he gave it a place in his Bible. Before the time of Clement, if we
put aside the Apocalypse and Jude, we can only detect scattered

phrases and words, which are found in 2 Peter, and of which several

are not found elsewhere in the New Testament.

Even scattered words and phrases, such as 6869 t^9 aXrjOuas,

ovK apybs ovSe aKap-rros, aicovtos ySacrtXcia, o '7rpo<f>r}TLK6<; A.oyo9, 8vcr-

vorjToSy have a certain weight. Phrases have histories. Even in

our own time how many turns of expression are in vogue which,

though apparently quite casual, have yet a definite origin, and mark
the date of the document in which they occur. Not to speak of

really great coinages, such as " evolution " or " survival of the fittest,"

let us take such trivial instances as " within a measurable distance of

practical politics," "grand old man," "lost leader," "honest doubt,"

"sweetness and light." Every one of these current insignificant

phrases belongs to a definite period. But they have become current,

that is to say, they are constantly used by people who have not the

slightest idea where they come from. The same fate may have
befallen 2 Peter; the Church of Vienna, for example, may have
quoted one of its phrases, and yet never have read the Epistle

itself. Indeed, there is reason for thinking that the Epistle did

not enjoy a wide circulation. Otherwise it would be difficult to

account for the extremely bad state of the text.

To this point attention has been drawn in the notes ; but it will

be of service to collect here those passages in which the best attested

readings of the MSB. are either certainly or very probably wrong,

or in which variants existed at an extremely early date.

i. 2, TOV ®€0V Kol 'IiyO-OV TOV KvpCoV TjfXOJV,

The right reading here is very probably tow KvpCov -^fiSiv. See
note.

ii. 4, crtpow.

This is probably the right reading. But K L P have trcipatj, and
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this seems to have been what Jude found in his copy of the Epistle,

and paraphrased by Sea-jxoL^ atStots.

ii. 13, aSiKOVfiGvoL fXLcrOov dSiKtas.

This is the reading of fc< B P, the Bodleian Syriac, and the

Armenian; it is adopted by Westcott and Hort; Tregelles gives

it a place in the margin ; and Tischendorf, though he reads Kofxtov-

fxevoLy remarks in his note, " aBiKovfievoL si aptum sensum praebere

iudicabitur omnino praeferendum erit."

A C K L, all other MSS., the Vulgate, m% Jerome, the Sahidic,

Coptic, Aethiopic, Ephraem, Theophylact, Oecumenius have or

translate Koijuov/xevou

Syr^ has a word which Tischendorf translates ementes.

It is surely vain to try to get sense out of dStKov/xei/ot. Perhaps

it is worth while to notice that in the Sinaitic MS. dStKov/xcvot comes
at the end of a line, while the next line ends with dSiKtas. It is just

possible that a hasty scribe may have taken the dSiK- from the latter

word.

Ko/Aiov/Acvot will make sense, but not good sense. A few verses

below fii(T66<s dStKtas means the temporal gain of unrighteousness,

and the phrase can hardly have any other sense in the former place.

What we appear to want is a participle which should give the sense

of " seeking after." Ementes might suggest wvov/acvoi. KofLiovixevoi

has the look of a mere conjectural emendation.

ii. 13, dTrdrats.

dyaTTttts is the right reading, though it is supported only by B,

the Versions, and Jude.

ii. 14, fxoLxaXCSo^.

SoBCKLP: ^A and three cursives have /AoixoXias.

MotxaXts means "adulterous" (Matt. xii. 39, xvi. 4), or "an
adulteress " (Rom. vii. 3 ; Jas. iv. 4). " Eyes full of an adulteress

"

is certainly nonsense. MotxaAts is not a classical word, but occurs

in later Greek; see Lobeck's Phrynichus^ p. 452, note. MotxaXta
apparently does not exist, and is indeed an impossible formation,

as there is no verb ^oLxo-Xe-vw, nor noun fxoCxa.X.o<s. It may be
observed that in ii. 18 the Sinaitic has fjLaOrjTaioTrjTos for fxaraioT-qTo^.

The scribe had the word inaOrjTi^q in his head, and did not perceive

his error till he had written the first two syllables. So here some
still earlier scribe may have meant to write /xoixta?, but /AotxaAt?

occurred to him, and he inserted a wrong syllable. Hence came
the unmeaning /xoixaA.tas, which some well-intentioned copyist cor-

rected into fxoLxaXlBoi, This error is older than any of the existing

MSS.
ii. 15, Tov "Boa-op,

So A C K L P. B has tov Bcwp fxiaOov dStKtas •^ydTrrja-av, K has

TOV 'Beoiopcrbp p,iaObv dStKtas YiyaTrrjarev. Probably in the original of

the Sinaitic the words tov B^oip o«j were illegible, and the scribe did
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the best he could with them. The name Bosor does not exist. It

will be observed that no single MS. has the right reading roi

Becbp o<s,

ii, 16, 7rapa(j)povtav.

This, again, is a vox nthili^ but it is the reading of all the great

MSS. Six cursives have Trapatfypoa-vvrjv, three Trapavo/xtav : the

latter is the better conjecture, as it is Peter's habit to repeat words,

and TrapavofjLia^ occurs immediately before.

iii. 3, C/ATTttiy/AOvJ.

So K A B C P and many cursives. But this word also did not

exist, and therefore cannot have been used by St Peter.

iii. 10, KaraKarjO-erai,

So A L and some ofthe Versions ; C has acf>avi(r6'q(rovrat : t< B K P
and some Versions evpeO-qa-^Tai : the Sahidic and Bodleian Syriac

translate non inuenientur ', am fu harl omit the clause. Kara
Kayja-eTat, affjavLa-Orjo-ovrai, seem to be mere corrections; the right

reading is probably ovx evpc^ifo-erai. But here again we find an
error which is older than any of the MSS.

A document which exhibits so many serious textual corruptions

can hardly have been very generally read, or very carefully guarded

during the first stages of its existence. Yet there is some reason

for thinking that 2 Peter exerted a considerable and widespread

influence in very early times. Four points call for notice.

One is the tradition preserved by Irenaeus, that the Gospel of

St Mark was written after the death of St. Peter. It may, of course,

be said that St Peter does not allude to St. Mark's Gospel in i. 15.

But it may also be thought that he does ; and certainly his words

may have been so understood. It is a fair conclusion that the

statement given by Irenaeus was built by earlier writers on the

Petrine passage.

The idea that a day of the Lord was a thousand years, existed

among the Rabbis. But it was by no means the only idea. Some
held that the "day" was 365 years; some that it was 600. There
was also great variety among the opinions held as to the duration of

Messiah's reign ; the Rabbis leave us to choose between 40, 60, 90,

365, 400, 1000, 2000, and 7000 years. Elieser and some others

fixed upon 1000 years, and defended this number by combining

Isa. Ixiii. 4 with Ps. xc. 4 (see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des Heils^ iL

p. 252 sqq.). This is the opinion which underlies Apoc. xx. 4.

In the Christian writers quoted above this peculiar explanation of

the "day" is always connected with the millenary reign of Christ

It cannot be maintained that they all based their Chiliasm on our

Epistle
;
yet Methodius expressly quotes 2 Peter, and the words of

Barnabas bear a very close resemblance to the Petrine passage.

It" may be asked how the Fathers came to adopt one particular

Rabbinic view as to the duration of a day of the Lord, and one
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particular verse of the Old Testament as a proof of this view, unless

they were guided by a Christian document to which they attached

high authority.

But the most remarkable fact is that St. Peter does not give his

adaptation of Ps. xc. 4 any chiliastic turn at all. He employs
it simply to prove the long-suffering of God, and to account for the

delay of the Parousia. This is surely a sign of great antiquity.

From the time of the Apocalypse and Barnabas to thai of the

Alexandrines, Chiliasm was practically the universal belief of the

Church (see Justin, Tryphoy 80-82), and it is extremely difficult to

suppose that the author of 2 Peter, dealing as he is with the very

verse out of which Chiliasm arose, could have refrained from some
allusion to that opinion, if he had been writing at any date in the

second century, or even late in the first It may be observed here

that he says not one word about the signs of the End. Clearly he
felt strongly bound by the Lord's command not to speculate on
the day or hour of the Parousia. This command was soon for-

gotten, and its observance ought to count largely in favour of our
author.

Another interesting point is the belief in the destruction of the

world by fire. This also became the predominant opinion.

Writing about the middle of the second century, Celsus says

that Christians generally believed in a world-conflagration (Origen,

contra Celsum, iv. 11, 79), and treats the belief as arising from a
misunderstanding of the teaching of Greek philosophers, that e/c-

irv/jwo-ets and cVtKXvVet? alternate in the history of the world. Origen,

in answer, refers to Josephus, Ant i. 2. 3 ; to Deut. iv. 24 ; Dan.
vii. 10; Mai. iii. 2; i Cor. iii. 12, but not to 2 Peter, and insists

that the office of the fire, as described in Scripture, is to purify and
not to destroy. It may be suspected that here we have a glimpse

of one of Origen's reasons for his doubts about 2 Peter.

In Clement, Strom, v. 14. 121, 122, we find an iambic passage,

which is quoted also in the de monarchia (Otto, vol. iii. p. 136), and
there attributed to Sophocles. The verses speak, not only of the

world-fire, but of the Two Ways, and may be later than Barnabas,

But the words aTrai^ra TctTrtyeia koX /otcTapcrta <}>Xe$€L /xav^lcr come very

close to 2 Pet. iii. 10.

Justin, Aj>o/. i. 20, appeals to the Sibyl and Hystaspes as

authorities for the belief in the world-fire. The first reference is to

Orac. Sib. iv. 172-177; this book is supposed to have been com-

posed in the time of Titus or Domitian. The prophecies of

Hystaspes were Christian; as to their age, Clement {Strom, vi.

5. 43) appears to say that they were quoted in the Hirpov

KrjpvyfjMj the date of which is not later than a.d. 140-150 {Chron-

ologies p. 472). It may be suspected that both Hystaspes and the

fourth book of the Oracles belong to the same family as the pseudo-
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Petrine literature. Justin's words explain the opening lines of the

famous hymn

:

" Dies irae, dies ilia

Soluet saeclum in fauilla.

Teste Dauid cum Sibylla";

where the testimony of the Sibyl is coupled with that of the Psalms

(probably Ps. xcvii. 3).

But whence did the Sibyl and Hystaspes derive their opinion

that the world would be destroyed by fire? It was held by

the Valentinians, who may have borrowed it from the Stoics ; but

it was opposed by Irenaeus (i. 7. i), whose own belief was that the

world would be transformed by fire, but not destroyed (v. 36. i).

It is not to be found precisely in the Old Testament, though

there are passages such as Ps. xcvii. 3, "A fire goeth before

Him, and burneth up His adversaries round about" (cf. Isa.

xxxiv. 4, li. 6, Ixvi. 15, 16, 22; Mai. iv. i, quoted by 2 Clement

xvi.), where the fire of the Lord's presence, the refiner's fire, is

described as burning up all evil, and so making a new heaven

and earth. The general language of the New Testament does

not go beyond this (Heb. xii. 29; i Cor. iii. 13, vii. 31; 2 Thess.

i. 8; Apoc. xxi. i). Origen referred to Josephus, Ant. i. 2. 3, irpo-

€Lp7jKev 'A8a/x a<fiavL(rfJLOV rwv oAwv €(r€(r6aiy tov /ikv kwt l(rxyv irvpo?,

rbv €T€pov St Kara jStav kol 7r\r]6vv vSaros : but this Adamic prophecy

puts the world-fire before the Deluge, and this order is not merely

accidental, as appears from the account of Seth and his two pillars,

which immediately follows. We should infer from the words of

Josephus that Adam foretold a catastrophe either by fire or by
water; or again, if Josephus is quoting loosely, and we are not to

insist upon the sequence of events, we may suppose that he spoke

of the Deluge, and of the overthrow of Sodom. It is certain that

the destruction of the world by fire was not an article of faith

among the Jews, for Philo argues strongly against it (de inc. Mundi).
Here again we may ask how a doctrine which was regarded

with much suspicion, as belonging to Stoicism and as preached by
heretics, came, nevertheless, to be widely held, unless it was sup-

ported by some apostolic document.
The Second Epistle of St Peter must have been written before

the persecution of Nero, and therefore must be older than the

fourth book of the Sibylline Oracles. It is, then, quite a tenable

opinion that the belief in the world-fire arose ultimately out of

this Epistle.

Lastly, it is not improbable that the whole prolific family of

pseudo-Petrine literature springs from the hint given in 2 Pet. i. 1 5.

The apostle had promised something more, and the temptation to

supply it was irresistible.
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§ 3. RELATION OF 2 PETER TO JUDE.

Of these two writers one borrowed from the other ; this is quite

certain.

The priority of 2 Peter was affirmed with confidence by Luther.

No one, he says, can deny it. But since the time of Eichhorn the

opposite view has gained ground, and is maintained with confidence

quite as great. Holtzmann writes, "It is not necessary again to

refute this hypothesis (of the priority of 2 Peter), which at the

present day is practically abandoned." Weiss says that "there

can be no question " as to the priority of Jude. Professor Harnack,

Reuss, Jiilicher, von Soden, Dr Salmon, are of the same opinion.

Yet Luther's judgment has not been left without supporters. It

has been defended in recent times by Dr. Lumby (in the Speakei^s

Commentary)^ Mansel, Plummer (in Ellicott's Commentary)^ Spitta,

and Zahn.

An intermediate position is held by Kiihl, who thinks that 2 Pet
ii. i-iii. 2 is an interpolation ; that the original Epistle was used by

Jude ; that the interpolation was taken from Jude. This peculiar

view appears to rest mainly on two supports—(i) that Jude 17, 18

is a quotation from 2 Pet. iii. 3 ; (2) that the Libertines of the

second chapter have nothing to do with the Mockers of the third.

The weakness of the latter argument is palpable. The theory of

interpolation is always a last and desperate expedient. We shall

see as we go on that the style of the Epistle is uniform, and that

the second chapter has natural links of connexion with the first

and with the third. Nor is there any mark of dislocation at the

beginning or end of the passage which Kiihl supposes to have

been thrust into the original text.

When two writers, whose date cannot be precisely ascertained,

are clearly in the position of borrower and lender, the question of

priority must turn to a great degree on points of style, and these

will always strike different minds in different ways. If the arrange-

ment of the one writer is more logical, and his expression clearer,

than those of the other, it may be thought either that the first has

improved upon the second, or that the second has spoiled the first

The criterion is of necessity highly subjective, and no very positive

result will be attained unless we can show that the one has mis-

understood the other, that the one uses words which are not only

rrot used by the other, but belong to a different school of thought,

or that the one has definitely quoted the other. There are passages

in our Epistles which furnish us with these means of decision.

{a) 2 Pet. ii. 4, o-eipots ^o<^ov Taprapiaa-as : Jude 6, Secr/MOts atStois.

Jude's words are most probably to be explained as a paraphrase

-^f the ancient variant o-etpats. It is just possible to find both the
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"pits" and the "chains" in Enoch (see notes), but it is not easy to

think that the two writers are here drawing independently from the

same well.

2 Pet. ii. II, ov <l)€povcn Kar avrOtv irapa Kvpita fi\d(T<l>y]fJiov

Kpiariv ; Jude 9, ovk iroXp^rjae KpLcriv l-rrevcyKuv pXacr<^'qp,La^. St.

Peter says that the angels do not bring against So^ai (the Fallen

Angels) " a railing accusation in the presence of the Lord " (see

note on the passage). This gives a perfectly good sense; the

Angels are not like the False Teachers who do bring railing,

scandalous, passionate charges against So^at, the leaders of the

Church, and commit this sin in the presence and hearing of the

Lord. But here Jude inserts his reference to the Assumption of

Moses. The devil claimed the body of Moses on the ground that he
was a murderer (because Moses had slain the Egyptian). Michael

does not "charge the devil with blasphemy," as he might have
done, but contents himself with saying, "The Lord rebuke thee."

(See the Assumption of Moses in Hilgenfeld, Nouum Testamentum
extra Canonem receptum ; the passage in question does not exist in

the large fragment which survives in a Latin translation, but is

sufficiently attested.) The correct sense of KpCcriv iireveyKclv ySAao--

KJiTjfjLLa': is given by Origen, £p. ad Alexandrines^ Lomm. xvii. p. 8,

where, after referring to the words of Jude, he proceeds, " quidam
eorum qui libenter contentiones reperiunt, adscribunt nobis et

nostrae doctrinae blasphemiam," "they impute blasphemy to me
and my doctrine." The passage exists only in a Latin translation, but

the meaning is quite clear. Jude has, of course, omitted irapa Kv/aiw,

because the dispute between Michael and Satan did not occur in

the presence of the Lord. But he has altered and spoiled St. Peter's

point, and quite destroyed the parallel. The False Teachers did

bring railing accusations, but did not bring accusations of blasphemy.

ip) Jude has certain words, which may be called Pauline, and are

certainly not Petrine. KA77TOS, i ; aytos (in the sense of "Christians "),

3 ; Tri/cO/xa, in the sense of "indwelling spirit," and xj/vx^ko^, 19. Per-

haps we cannot lay great stress on the first of these words, but the

second most probably, and the third and fourth certainly, are alien

from the Petrine vocabulary. To St. Peter if/vxi] means the soul, the

seat of the religious life, and he could not possibly use \l/vxt-K6<; in the

sense of carnal. Now it is surely far more natural to suppose that

Jude was in the habit of using Pauline language, and slipped these

words in without any sense of incongruity, than that 2 Peter, while

following Jude slavishly elsewhere, cut out these words on doctrinal

grounds. Anyhow, Jude mixes up the psychology of St. Peter with

that of St Paul, and this fact seems to tell heavily against him.

(c) 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4, TOVTO irpoiTOV yLV(i)(TKOVT€^ OTL iXevaOVTai (TV

i<rxo-TU}V rSiV -^/JiepCiV iv ifnraiyfiovfj ifXTraiKTai Kara ras iSias i-mOvfi fx>

*vrtoi' irop€v6fJi€VOiy koI \iyovTe<ij Tlov Icttlv rj lirayyiXia t^s TapovoLo<i
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avTov; Jude 17, 18, vfieis 8e dyaTrrp-oL, fxvt^o-OrjTe rStv prjfjidTwv tw*

7rpo€Lpr]fX€voiV VTTo Twv d7ro(rT6\o)v Tov KvpCov rjfxwv *Irj<rov JLpiaTOVj ort

ekeyov v/xtv, *E7r* i(T)(0iT0v xpovov eaovraL ifXTraiKTaL Kara ras eavrthv

ItnOvpiLa^ TTopevofievoi. twv dcrifi^Loiv. St. Peter gives the warning as

his own, introducing it just as he does the other warning about the

interpretation of prophecy, with the words, rovro TrpuiTov yivwo-Kovres

(i. 20), and the Hebraism, eV ifiTraiypLovfj cftTrat/crat, is quite in his

style (see note on ii. 12). Jude gives the words as a quotation, but as

an apostolic commonplace. We cannot lay stress on the verb cAeyov

when we remember the familiar phrase 17 ypa<f>rj Xiya. But prob-

ably Jude means that he could find the substance of the warning
in the teaching of more than one of the apostles. No doubt he
could have done so j we may refer to Acts xx. 29, or to the Chris-

tian prophecy recorded by St. Paul, i Tim. iv. i. Jude may very

well be thinking of St. Paul as well as of St. Peter. But the point

is, that this particular form of the prophecy is found only in 2 Peter.

There is certainly strong reason for thinking that Jude is here

quoting 2 Peter. The reader may consult the remarks of Kiihl,

Spitta, Zahn {Einleitungy § 43, part ii. p. 81 of the second edition)

on the one side, and of Jiilicher {Einleiiung^ p. 187) on the other.

See also the notes on the passages in 2 Peter and Jude.
It may be thought that the passages and words that have been

adduced are such in kind and gravity as to form a presumption,

perhaps it may be said a strong presumption, in favour of 2 Peter.

But if so, this presumption ought not to be set aside unless it can

be rebutted by weightier evidence on the other part. No such
evidence can be adduced. The rest of the argument depends upon
points of arrangement and style, which can establish nothing beyond
a more or less vague opinion. Yet it will be worth while to run

through the two Epistles, and note how far the conclusion already

suggested is strengthened or weakened by considerations of a more
general order.

The Salutation of 2 Peter ends with the words x^P'5 vpxv koX

dprjvr} TrX-qOvvOdrj. The formula agrees verbally with that of the First

Epistle. It is a salutation of simple archaic type, combining the

Christian equivalent for the current heathen x^-^P^*-^ with the ordinary

Hebrew Peace. Jude has lAeos vplv /cat elprjvr] koI dydin) TrXrjOvv-

Bur). The verb is the same as in i Peter; the nouns remind us

of St. Paul's xdipi^ cAeos dprjvrjy i Tim. i. 2 ; 2 Tim. i. 2 ; Tit. i. 4

;

see also 2 John 3. It should be observed that immediately before

these words we find the Pauline kAi^toIs. St. Jude's formula is

conflate and later. Some critics believe that 2 Peter is earlier than

I Peter. But if it is later, and if the author was a forger, it is

remarkable that he should have quoted the First Epistle here and
here only. On the other hand, if the author was St. Peter himself,

it is most natural that he should use his ordinary form of address,
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and not surprising that every other part of the Second Epistle

should differ from the First

The rest of the first chapter of 2 Peter forms an exordium. The
author does not dash into his subject, but circles round it, dwelling

upon thoughts of which we do not quite see the application till they

are finally brought to a point This method is characteristic also

of the First Epistle, in which the special lesson of patient endur-

ance under persecution is slowly and gradually approached. In the

Second Epistle the object is to guard the readers against the seduc-

tions of the False Teachers and Mockers. With this view the

writer dwells first upon the fulness and completeness of the apos-

tolic teaching (ver. 3); next, upon its unique power; in this way

alone we become partakers of the divine nature (ver. 4) ; next, upon

the consequent necessity of moral and spiritual growth (vers. 5-10),

which is the condition of entrance into the kingdom (ver. 11). From
this he proceeds to the authority of the apostolic teaching. It

rests, not on ingenious speculation, but on the witness of facts,

especially of the Transfiguration (vers. 16-18), and is confirmed by

Prophecy (ver. 19) ; but Prophecy must be rightly understood.

This exordium is quite appropriate, and contains nothing to

arouse suspicion, unless we are convinced that the Transfiguration

is itself a myth. It abounds in thoughts and phrases which anti-

cipate not only the second, but the third chapter (apcn}, evaepeta,

VTTOfioin^f (fiOopdf Svva/xLS kol irapovcTLa, c7rayyeA./xa).

Some of the phrases employed have been thought to belong

to the second century ; but without any reason. Deissmann {Bibel-

studien, p. 277, Eng. trans, p. 360) prints a portion of an inscription

from Stratonicea in Caria. It contains the preface to a decree of the

town council, and is supposed to belong to the year a.d. 22 or there-

abouts. It uses not only the phrase Traaav (nrovSrjv da-^ipea-Oai (2 Pet
i. 5), but also Oua Swa/^ts (2 Pet i. 3). This latter expression was
familiar to town authorities and citizens. It may be observed that

lcr6TifjLo<5 (2 Pet i. i) is also a political word. It is quite possible

that St Peter's amanuensis was a Roman citizen, whether Silvanus

or another, who had often seen inscriptions like that of Stratonicea,

and was familiar with the language current among the officials by

whom they were composed, ©etas koivwvoI (fyva-ea)^ (2 Pet. i. 4)
belongs rather to philosophy, but would be quite intelligible to

any fairly educated man in St. Peter's time.

St Jude's opening consists of an address in two verses, and
an introduction in one. He tells his people that he had been

intending to write to them "about our common salvation," an

ordinary pastoral letter, but "found it necessary to write and exhort

you to do battle for the faith once for all delivered to the saints."

Spitta thinks that his words, rfj atra^ irapahoBiixr^ rots aytots

rurrcc, were suggested by rrj^ irapaBodeia-rjs avrois ayta? IvroX^i
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(2 Pet. ii. 21). This maybe the case; and, if so, it is a strong

point in favour of the priority of 2 Peter. But, in any case, St.

Jude here again uses a Pauline expression, rots ayiots. Clearly,

also, he was writing in a hurry. He had meant to do one thing

and found himself obliged to do another. It is not difficult to

suppose either that St. Peter's letter had reached him and opened
his eyes to the mischief that was going on, or that sudden informa-

tion had been brought to him that Antinomian teachers were at

work in his district, that time pressed, and that he copied out, with

no very great alteration, as much of St. Peter's letter as he thought
necessary. There would be nothing at all extraordinary in this.

St. Jude's people were not the same as St. Peter's.

We may notice here another phrase of St. Jude's, which comes
a little lower down (ver. 5),

** I wish to remind you, though once for

all ye know all things," of the instances of God's judgment in similar

cases. It is a hasty phrase. What Christians knew once for all, is

the faith once for all delivered. The term does not apply very

easily even to particular facts recorded in Old Testament history,

still less does it apply to the doom of the fallen angels, or to the

dispute between Michael and Satan. The words of Jude bear a
dose resemblance to those of St. Peter (i. 12), "Wherefore I will

always remind you of these things (the promises, the need of

growth in virtue), though ye know them." It can hardly be
denied that the two passages are connected, or that St. Peter's

phrase is much more natural and intelligible than St. Jude's.

The second chapter of the Petrine Epistle follows easily and
without any kind of dislocation from the first. Prophecy witnesses

to the truth of the apostles' doctrine, but it must be rightly under-

stood. There were, as we know, those who did not interpret

prophecy in the same sense as St. Peter. Further, even in Israel

there were false prophets. "So among you there will be false

teachers." There is some difficulty here about the future tense.

St. Peter speaks of these false teachers partly in the future, partly

in the present, and it is not quite certain whether he means that

they are already at work in other districts and will soon invade the

Churches to which he is writing, or whether we are to regard the

future as meaning " there must be," " there are and always will be."

St. Peter does not say expressly that the false teachers claimed to be
prophets, but there can be little doubt that they did so, for they

could hardly justify their doctrine except by an appeal to revelation.

At any rate the analogy between false teacher and false prophet

is so close that what is true of the one is in the main true of the

other also. The point is, that it does not follow that every one
who claims to be prophet or teacher is really what he professes

to be. There must be a test These teachers are false, because

they introduce "heresies" (see note on this word), because they
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deny the Lord who bought them, because they are immoral. They
deceive men with lying words; they will gain much success, and
bring reproach on the way of truth, but their doom is destruction.

With this passage (2 Pet. ii. 1-3) the reader must compare
Jude 4. St. Jude does not call his antagonists either teachers or

prophets, though the word ivv-rrvia^o/xevoi, in ver. 8, may imply

that they claimed prophetic inspiration. " Certain men," he says,

"have slipped in.*' They are already at work. If we may take

St. Peter's future, "there will be false teachers," as practically a

present, St. Jude's letter may have been written very shortly after-

wards. On the other hand, St. Jude's language has been taken to

imply a not inconsiderable interval of time. He goes on to say

of these men that they are ol irdXai Trpoycypa/x/xcVot eis rovro TO

Kpifia. Spitta finds here a reference to 2 Peter; but it is much
easier to take TraAat to mean " in the ancient Scriptures," " in the

Old Testament." But what is the meaning of tovto to K/)t)u,a ? No
judgment has been mentioned. For an explanation we must go to

2 Pet. ii. 3, where, after the description of the false teachers, we
find the words oh ro Kpcfxa €K7raXat ovK dpyct. St. Jude goes on to

say of these men that they are impious, that they change the grace

of "our God" into licentiousness, and that they deny our only

Master and Lord Jesus Christ. " Our God " is from 2 Pet. i. i

:

the concluding phrase is surely an exaggeration of St. Peter's t6v

ayopdcravTa avTOvs Sca-Tror-qv apvovficvoi. Nay, St. Jude not only

exaggerates, but rather spoils the phrase. St. Peter had more than

one good reason for inserting ayopda-avra before SeaTrorrjv.

Here follow in both writers the instances of God's judgments on
the impious. It will be convenient to arrange the two lists side by
side

—

2 Pbtbr. Judb.

1. Israel in the Wilderness.

2. The Fallen Angels. The Fallen Angels.

3. The Flood (Noah).

4. The Cities of the Plain (Lot). The Cities of the Plain (Lot
is not mentioned).

5. Cain.

6. Balaam. Balaam.

7. Korah.

It will be observed that St. Peter's instances are arranged in strictly

chronological order, while Jude's are not. This fact has been
counted by some in St. Peter's favour ; by others, against him. St.

Peter aga'n twice couples an instance of mercy with an instance of

judgment ; this fact again has been reckoned both on the one side

and on the other. We may notice that St Peter, with his mind
fixed on false teachers, naturally begins with the fallen angels, who,

^^ or THE ^>^

UNIVERSITY
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according to Jewish tradition, taught men all kinds of wickedness.

There is no particular point in St. Jude's first instance, but it may, of

course, be said that St. Peter saw this, and accordingly left it out.

The Flood St. Peter mentioned probably because Noah was a

preacher of righteousness, a " dignity " who was blasphemed by man
but approved by God. But the instance has a further value for

him, because he is going to argue in the third chapter that as the

world was once destroyed by water, so it will again be destroyed by
fire. Here it may be said that St. Peter had a definite reason for

adding. Nor is it conclusive, if we say that St. Peter is of a more
merciful and pastoral spirit than St. Jude, and that his mention of

Noah and Lot points towards the beautiful saying (iii. 9) that God's

will is that all men should come to repentance. It is true that

there is a certain exaggeration and passion, and a fiery zeal for

orthodoxy about St. Jude. He describes the sin of the Cities of

the Plain (aTrcX^ovo-at ottio-co crapKos erepas) in such a way that it

ceases to be parallel to that of the false teachers, and his view of the

proper treatment of penitents (vers. 22, 23) is couched in language

of great severity. Again, Cain, the murderer, is rather a fierce

parallel. Some have indeed supposed that we have here Philo's

whimsical allegorism, in which Cain is the type of the sceptic ; but

this is not at all in St. Jude's manner. The same fierce note sounds

in the instance of Korah, who rebelled againt the priests. St Jude
was evidently a zealot, and it may, of course, be said that the author

of 2 Peter did not quite like this fire and fury, and did what he
could to soften it down. But it seems more probable that the case

was the reverse of this, that St Jude did not think 2 Peter quite

strong enough.
Much has been written in Germany about what is called the

Apokryphenscheu of 2 Peter. St. Jude makes free use of apocryphal

authorities : he specifies the sin of the fallen angels, mentions the

dispute between Michael and Satan, and quotes Enoch by name.
The comparative reticence of 2 Peter is supposed to point to a date

late in the second century, about a.d. 170, when the idea of a canon
of Scripture was taking shape, and men were beginning to look with

suspicion on all books that were not included in the authorised

lists. Hence, it is said, we must infer that 2 Peter abbreviated

and expurgated Jude. But there is nothing in this argument.

Enoch was not absolutely rejected before the fourth century (see

the introduction in Mr. Charles* edition), and the use made of

Jewish tradition in 2 Peter is very similar to that which we find in

I Peter, or in Paul, who probably refers to the Assumption of Moses

in Gal. iii. 19, and certainly adopts a Rabbinical fancy in i Cor.

X. 4. Further, what I venture to think a conclusive reason for

regarding the passage about Michael as an addition made by Jude
has been given above.
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It may be asserted that Peter's mind is clearer and more intelli-

gent than that of Jude. In addition to the two instances cited (KaLirep

ctSdra?, and the choice and arrangement of the historical examples),

the reader should take note of the extraordinary haste and con-

fusion of Jude's censure on the people of the Cities of the Plain.

He not only brings out that feature of their wickedness which is

not applicable, but goes on to charge them in particular with " blas-

pheming dignities " (ver. 8). St. Peter does not fall into this error.

What he says (ii. 10, 11) is that the false teachers blaspheme dignities,

while the angels do not. Certainly St. Peter is the more intelligent

of the two. On the other hand, he drops at times into awkward and
confused expressions, and here Jude corrects him. One instance

of this is to be found in 2 Pet. ii. 1 2, a badly constructed sentence

which Jude (ver. 10) has straightened out, dropping the vulgar

Hebraism (ev r^ <f>6opa cjtOapi^a-ovTai), and making things much
smoother. Another occurs in 2 Pet. ii. 17, where the metaphors

are mixed up in the style of a Hebrew prophet ; fountains and mists

are punished with darkness. Here, again, Jude has laid his finger

on the artistic defect. Fountains cannot be sent into darkness, he
said to himself; no, but dorrcpes '^rXavrjrai can (ver. 12). To some
this will seem an obvious emendation in the style of Bentley ; to

others, again, the prettiness will appear to be a mark of originality.

Of the concluding section of 2 Peter, of the Parousia section,

there is only one distinct trace in Jude. Peter introduces it with

the warning that " in the last days there shall come mockers, say-

ing. Where is the promise of His coming ? " Jude quoted the first

clause as apostolic (see above), but omitted the second clause, in

which the nature of the mock is defined. Now, if Peter, on the

word "mockers," shut up his copy of Jude and plunged into

original composition, it must be admitted that he has disguised

the seam with phenomenal skill. On the other hand, if we read

over Jude 16-19, it will be seen that vers. 17, 18 can be cut out with-

out damage either to the grammar or to the sense. Further, Jude
has inserted the genitive t(ov do-eySciwi/, which is not wanted, and
appears to be suggested by the quotation from Enoch, which he
had inserted just before. It is possible that d/xw/Aov?, Jude 24,

may have been suggested by d/xw/xrJTovs, 2 Pet. iii. 14, and Trpoa--

SexofiivoLj Jude 21, by Tr/aocrSoKcovTe?, 2 Pet. iii. 14.

If we are to ask why St. Jude omitted St. Peter's argument
about the Parousia and the final section of 2 Peter generally, many
answers may be suggested. It may be that he could not quite

adopt St. Peter's reasoning. It may be that he thought that his

quotation from Enoch was a sufficient proof of the Second Advent
It may be that among his flock Antinomianism was a burning ques-

tion, while the Parousia was not. It may be, again, that he did

not quite like the way in which St. Peter speaks of St. Paul, for
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Jude uses Pauline language, and clearly did not think that there

was anything Svo-votjtov in the epithet \J/vxik6s. Or it may be simply

that he felt that he had said quite enough, and had no time to spare.

Sometimes there is a reason for an omission ; thus Marcion intention-

ally left out parts of St Luke's Gospel : sometimes there is none; thus

in the Apostolical Church Ordinance the Way of Death is not given.

Nothing has been said in this section about the argument from
the vocabulary of the two Epistles. This point has been worked
out with great elaboration by Spitta. It is difficult to see how the

question can be posed in such a manner as to admit of a definite

answer. Yet there are two points on which it is possible to lay

some weight. Jude undoubtedly borrows from a vocabulary which
is not St. Peter's; and it is noticeable that these peculiar words
occur before and after the description of the Antinomian teachers,

in those introductory and concluding verses which are, in the main,

St. Jude's own property. Again, the style of 2 Peter is uniform

throughout, and its most distinctive feature, the habit of repeating

words, marks all three chapters alike. But we must deal with this

subject, which is of great importance, in the following section.

§ 4. VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, AND STYLE OF 2 PETER-

The following words are found in 2 Peter, but not elsewhere in

the New Testament

:

"A^ccr/Aos^, aKaTairaWTTOS (f./. dKaTaTraoTOs), aXoxris^, a/juaOrj^f

aTTO^evyetv^, apryciv\ aarrjpiKToSf av)(fxr]p6<Sf /SXififia^ ^6p^opo<i\ jSpa-

hvrr)9f Stavyd^eiVf Svcrvor/Tos, iyKaroLKCLVj cKiraXai, IA.ey^ts^, linravypLoirq^

€VTpv<fiav\ €$aKoXov6€iv\ iiipafiay iTrdyyeXfia, c7ro7m;s\ urortfio^f Kara-

icXv^ecv^, Kavcrova-Oaif icvAi(r/>ta, X-qOi^^y ficyoA.owpCTnJs'^, /xeyttTTOs^, fiiaa-fxa},

fuacTfios^i ixvrjixrj\ fivayird^eiVf /xw/xos^, oXtyws (v.l, ovtws), o/ai^^Xt;^, Trapa-

^povia. {v.L irapavofiCa), rrapeLO-dyeLVj Trapewr^epeiv, TrXaorro?, poi^rjSoVf

o-etpos (v,/. crctpa), aT7jpLyfx6<s, aroix€Lov\ (in sense ofphysical elements),

<rTp€p\ovv\ raprapovVf raxtvos^, re^povvy Ti^K€<r6ai\ roioo-Se^, toX/xtttiJs,

vs*, <^o)cr^opos, i/^eu8o8t8acr/caXos.

Words marked (^) are found in the Greek versions of the Old
Testament. See Hatch and Redpath.

*Ep,7raiy/Aov^, ttapa^povCa are probably due to corruption of

the text See above, p. 213. On ^Xijufiaj Kava-ova-Oaiy see note.

*E7ro7rr?7s is used in the Old Testament only of God, Esth. v. i

;

2 Mace. iii. 39 ; 3 Mace. ii. 21.

Leusden counts one thousand six hundred and eighty-six airai

k€y6fi€va in the New Testament. As there are twenty-seven docu-

ments, this would give them about sixty-two apiece. In 2 Peter

there are fifty-four, which, considering the brevity of the Epistle,

is a very high number.
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The vocabulary of i Peter is dignified ; that of 2 Peter inclines to

the grandiose (i^ipafxay eTroTm;?, poL^rjSov, raprapovv, ncjipovv).

By the help of Bruder we may make a list of about three hundred
and sixty-one words which are found in i Peter but not in 2 Peter

Among words which, in spite of the great difference of subject, we
might have expected to find in the latter Epistle, are the following

:

'Ayia^eiv, dytacr/>t09, dyvt^etv, dyi/05, avayevvav, airoKaXv\]/i<5y Soid^uv,

iX*€LVy cAcos, iX.7rL^€LVf iXTTLS, iTTLKaXyppLa, €vayyeXL^€LV, KaOapoSy KXrjpo-

vofxcLV, K\r]povofjLLa, /xttKapto?, VT^^etv, olvocfiXvyia (with KwfioLy ttotoi),

ovofxa, TrapoiKta, 7rdpoLKo<s, Troi/xatVciv, ttoi/atJv, Trot/xviov, Trpec^vrcpos,

(TKavSaXov, (TKoAto?, a-vvetSrjo-LS, vTraKOi^, viroKpicns.

In 2 Peter there are about two hundred and thirty-one words which
are not found in i Peter, and some of these, again, are remarkable

:

"AKapTTOS, dvofiosj apyoSy /Jao-tXci'a, ivroXi^y cTrayyeAta, eirayyeA-

Xca-Oaiy cVdyycAjaa, t7rtytvw(rKetv, cTrtyvwcns, €vcrel3rj<s, evarifieuif deio^y

a-WTT^p, vTrofxi/jLvrjCTKoyy vTr6p,vr]<Tt^y VTrofjiOvq.

On the other hand, there are certain points of similarity. 2^hn
{Einleitungy part ii. p. 108) gives the following list

:

*Ava(XTpocf>'^, dvaarp€(f>€(r6at, airoOecris (this word is peculiar tO

I and 2 Peter), dpcrry of God (but probably in a different sense),

liroirrai (cf. cTroTrreveii', I ii. 12, iii. 12), dcrTujpLKTOs and crTqpiyfio^

(Cf. (TTTJpL^CiVy I V. 10), O-TTlXoL KOL jXixilXOl and dtTTTlAoS Kttt dfJiUifXrjTOS

(cf. da-TTtAos Kttt d/>tw/xo9, I i. 1 9), dKaraTravcTTOV? d/Aaprt'as (cf. iriiravTaL

d/taprtas, I iv. i), dcreAyeta, j/^v^i} (in sense of "soul"). B. Weiss
{Einleitungy p. 445) considerably extends this list; the most notice-

able fact that he adds to it is the fondness of both i and 2 Peter

for the plural of abstract nouns.

In 2 Peter there are even fewer particles than in i Peter. The
author never uses /^eV. He employs very few Hebraisms ; there are

a couple of reduplications Iv <l>Oopa (^Oap-qa-ovraiy ii. 12; Iv ipuraiy-

fMOvfj ifiTTOiKTaLy Hi, 3 j In Ii. 10 we have tovs ottiVo) crapKos vopevo-

fxivov<i : in ii. i , aipccrcis aTrwAecas : in ii. 1 4, Kardpa^ tIkvo, The
article he uses much in the same way as i Peter; sometimes
omitting it, as with apxaiov koct/xov, ii. 5 ; sometimes again employ-
ing it with unexpected freedom and elegance, for instance i. 4, t^s

iv T(3 Koa-fJLta iv iTnOvfXiq. ^Bopas : iiL 1 7, t^ rdv dOicrfxtov irXdvr}

:

cf. i. 8, 16, ii. 7, 10, 22, iii. 5, 12. The expression in the first

chapter is easy and clear ; in the later chapters it becomes at times

laboured, turgid, involved, and obscure, especially in two passages,

ii. 12-14, iii- 5-7- Some allowance must be made here for passion,

for the writer was clearly deeply moved by his subject. It should

be noticed also that the writer of i Peter is extremely embarrassed
at times; see iii. 20,^1, iv. 3-6.

Two features of the style call for special notice. One is the

habit of repeating words. The following instances may be given

:

i. 5, II, iTrixop-nyeiv '. i. 10, 1 9, ^e^atos : i. 12, 13, 15, iii i,

IS
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VTTOfxijxvrjpK^iv^ If VTrofXvrjrreij /xvi^fxrjv Trotctcr^at : i. 17, 18, cve;(^e terry?,

ivexOela-av: i. lO, 15, iii. 1 4, (nrovSd^eLv : i. 4, II, 1 8, 20, a7ro(f>€vy(LV

:

i. 20, 21, TrpocftrjTita : i. 20, iii. 3, TOVTO TrpoiTov ytvtocTKOi/res : ii. I. 3,

iii. 7, 16, aTTwAcia : ii. 4, 5, i(f>€LcraTo: ii. 4, 9, 17, iii. 7, rrypetv:

ii. 10, II, 12, ^kdcr<^r]ixo<i, ftX.aacf)r]ix€LV : ii. 2, 15, 21, 680s: ii. 14, 18,

SeXea^ctv : ii. 16, 1 8, cfiOeyyecrOaL : i. 1 6, ii. 2, 1 5, e^aAcoA-Ou^crv

:

ii. 13, 15, ixL(rOo<; dStKtas : ii. 21, iii. 2, cvtoXt; : ii. 4, 17, ^o^os:

ii. 9, iii. 7, yjfxipa K/sto-cws : iii. 12, 13, 14, Trpoo-SoKai/ : iii. 10, 12,

a-Toi-^Qila Kavcrovii^va.'. i. 3, 20, ii. 16, 22, iii. 3, 16, 17, tStos: L 16,

iii. 4, 12, Trapovcrta. This list might be considerably extended.

Three reflexions may be made upon this peculiarity

:

(i) The repetitions extend throughout the Epistle, and form a
strong guarantee of its unity against Kiihl's theory of interpolation.

(2) Some of the repetitions disappear in the parallel passages of

Jude, who has, for instance, only the single fxLcrOov (ver. 11) for the

duplicated fjLLar66<s dSt/cca? of Peter, and corrects the Hebraisms iv

(fiOopa cfyOupea-Oaif iv kpuraiypiovrj e/i,7ratKTat. Jude avoids repetitions
;

thus in the verse just quoted we have 680s tov KatV, TrXdvrj rov

BaXadfi, dvTiXoyca tov Kopi, and three different verbs are em-
ployed. He has a certain skill in devising synonyms. If we
take his opening and concluding passages, where he is most
independent, we find the phrase Kara ras iavriov iTnOvpLLa^ Tropevo-

fxevoL used twice, 16, 18; ttlo-tls occurs twice, 3, 20; a7ra| twice,

3, 5; IXeos twice, 2, 21; cXcetv twice in 22 and 23 (though this

is doubtful ; see note). But he has more style than Peter, and
is not given to the needless iteration of insignificant words. It is

therefore important to observe that in the parallel passage he does

repeat several of the words which are repeated in 2 Peter, rrypctv,

6 (Ms), 13, 21; ^ocfiO^, 6, 13; KpLa-L<Sf 6, 9, 15; ft\aacfir)fx€iv, fSXaa-

<f>rjfxta, 8, 9, 10. Now, on these facts it seems far more natural to

suppose that Jude pruned down, but could not wholly eradicate,

the repetitions of Peter, than that Peter copied and exaggerated a

not very marked feature of Jude's style. Indeed, we should have

to suppose that Peter was so captivated by Jude's tautology that

he introduced the same trick freely into his own first and third

chapters, where he was writing his own thoughts in his own way.

(3) It is to be observed that the same habit of repeating words

is noticeable also in i Peter. The following instances may be given :

i. 8, 9, So^av, 8c8o^a(r/A€i/7y : i. 3, iii. 21, St drao-rdo-ecos Tiyo-ov X-pia-rov

:

i. 7, 13, iv. 13, v. I, aTroKdkv\l/i<s : i. 9, 10, croyrrjpta: i. 15, 16, dytos

{ffuater)'. i. 15, 17, 18, ii. 12, iii. I, 2, 16, dvacrr/oe^co-^at, dvaa--

rpo<f}T]: i. 2, 14, 22, viraKorj: i. 3, 23, dvayevi/ai/ : i. 25, prjfia {bis):

ii. 4, 5, XlOo^ ^w, TTvevfxnTLKO'i : ii. 4, 6, ckAcktoi/, evTt/xov : ii. 5, 9,

Updnviia: ii. 9, 10, Aaos {ter): i. i, ii. 11, TrapcTrtSry/xo? : i. 17,

ii. II, TrapotKtd, 7rdpoLKO<:: ii. 12, 14, iii. 16, iv. 15, KaKOTrotds: ii.

14, 15, 20, iii. 6, iv. 19, dya^OTToto?, -Trotciv, -Troua: iL 19, 20, 23,
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and nine other places Trdarx^i-v: ii. 13 and six other places vTrorda--

(xecrOaL: iii. 16, 21, crwetSr^o-t? : iii. 18, 19, irvev/Aa : iv, I, TraOwv

crapKL {bis) : i. 13, iv. 7 : v. 8, vrj<fi€iv : v. 6, 7, raTrcivos, TaTrcivow.

This list also might be extended.

The habit of verbal repetition is therefore quite as strongly

marked in the First Epistle as in the Second. This is a matter of

very high importance. It forms a striking link between the two
Epistles ; and, further, if we suppose St. Peter to have employed an
amanuensis, and to have allowed him considerable freedom, it is

yet just in such a point as this that we should expect the mental
habit of the real author to be visible through the disguise.

Another curious feature of the style of 2 Peter is its tendency

to fall into iambic rhythm. Many sentences can be turned into

tragic senarii with very little alteration ; thus

:

ii. I, Tov OBryopda-avTa SecnroTrjv apvovfitvoi.

ii. 3, -TrAao-TOtcrtv ii/xas c/tTropcvo-ovrat Aoyots,

ii. 4, 0€os ovK i<ji€LcraT dWa aeipoLO-L ^6<f>ov

Iraprdpfiicriv ets huK'qv Trjpov/xevovs.

In i. 19 the cadence and the colour of the words are the same, and
in the third chapter again there is a perceptible approach to the

movement of blank verse in the sonorous futures passive, and in the

character and metrical value of the language, as, for instance, in

<rTOt;(€ta 8c Kava-ovfxcva XvOi^creTaL or ovpavol Trvpov/xeyoi XvO-qcrovraL.

The Attic tragedians were diligently studied and imitated by
Jewish poetasters in Alexandria ; for instance by Ezekiel, of whom
some fragments have been preserved by Eusebius {Frep, Euang.
ix. 28 sqq.). Our knowledge of this interesting man is derived

through Eusebius and Clement of Alexandria from Alexander
Polyhistor, a contemporary of Sulla. Ezekiel, probably with the

special view of introducing the Bible to the knowledge of cultivated

Greeks, dramatised Exodus in iambic trimeters, and possessed a
tolerable, though not immaculate, command of the metre. In his

Exodus he described a wonderful bird which appears to be the

phoenix, and this may be the source of the reference to the phoenix
in the epistle of Clement of Rome.

There were many of these Jewish iambic writers. Some of them
seem to have palmed off their compositions under the names of the

famous classic dramatists; thus in the Stromata of Clement (v. 14.

113 sqq.) we find passages ascribed to Sophocles, Menander,
Diphilus, which are certainly of Jewish manufacture. Such extracts

were collected in anthologies, and were probably widely known
among educated Christians at a very early date. Some of the first

Christians had even read the classic dramatists; thus St. Paul
quotes (i Cor. xv. 33) a verse of Menander, and even in the Apoc-
alypse is found a phrase yc/uoijcras OvfiLafidrmv (v. 8), which may
possibly be derived from Sophocles, O, T, 4, A possible reminis-
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cence of Menander has been pointed out in the note on i Pet. il

1 6. The habit of iambic composition passed over into the Church,
and Irenaeus (i. 15. 6) gives some verses of this kind written by
6 OcLOi TrpecrySuTTys /cat Krjpvi t^s dAiy^etas on the heretic Marcus.

In Clem. Alex. Protrept vi. 68 ; Strom, v. 11. 75, will be found
some lines attributed to Euripides. One of these passages, which
runs thus

:

irotos 5' h.v oIkos reicrbvuv vkaaOeU Cvo

is clearly taken from i Kings viii. 27. Here the author is treating

of Solomon, at any rate he is representing the words of Solomon,
and it is possible that Proverbs had been wholly or in part versified

by one or another of these Jewish paraphrasts. It may be per-

missible to suspect that the TrapoLfica given by 2 Pet. ii. 22 comes
in its actual shape from such a source as this. Certainly it falls

very readily into iambics :

iv* t5iov i^ipafi* iriffrpi^ei KiiOPf

0j T* is K6\i(r/jui ^op^bpov \ekovpiivii.

We should thus be able to account, not only for the combina-
tion of the biblical proverb about the dog with the non-biblical

proverb about the sow, but for the use of the remarkable words
e^epa/xa and KvXia-fia. (See note on this passage ; and for further

information on the subject of Jewish Alexandrine poetry, refer to the

Fragments of Alexander Polyhistor in Miiller, Fragmenta Histor-

icorum Graecorwn ; Schiirer, Jewish People in the time of Christ^

If the iambic writers really did exercise a certain influence on
the style of 2 Peter, two questions arise. Is the fact consistent

with an early date ? and again, Is it possible to suppose, in view

of this peculiarity of style, that the two Epistles of Peter were
written by the same hand ?

To the first question it may be answered, that the marked
features of literary style in the second century are Homerism in

vocabulary and Platonism in thought. Of the former there are

possiuiy some faint traces in 2 Peter (see notes on ii. 14, 17),

thou^ii not more than we can well account for in a contemporary
of Philo's ; of the latter there are none.

To the second question, again, there is an answer. Many writers

who compose, as a rule, in pure prose, fall at times, consciously or

unconsciously, into metre. We have a familiar instance of this peculi-

arity ready to hand in the case of Charles Dickens. Take the follow-

ing passage, which has often been quoted, from Martin Chuzzlewit :

** If there be fluids, as we know there are,

Which conscious of a coming wind, or rain,

Or frost, will shrink and strive to hide themselves
In their glass arteries;
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May not that subtle liquor of the blood
Perceive by properties within itself,

That hands are raised to waste and spill it;

And in the veins of men run cold and dull

As his did in that hour I

"

Dickens was familiar with the grave cadences of the stage, and
here the solemnity of his theme, the mysterious sense of impending
disaster, shapes his imagination so that his thoughts naturally fall

into the appropriate vehicle of tragic metre. It is by no means diffi-

cult to suppose that the author of 2 Peter was uplifted in the same
way. He sees men bringing blasphemy on the way of Truth, and
defying the terrors of God's judgment. Possibly he knew some-
thing of the Greek tragedians, certainly the swelling and sometimes
turbid imagery of Wisdom and of the Hebrew prophets would
recur to his mind. His imagination rises above the region in

which it habitually dwells; but it rises heavily, and with effort

He is no Isaiah, nor even Malachi; yet for once he is treading

the same heights, and endeavouring to speak as they would have
spoken. There is a certain dignity in the style of 1 Peter, which,

under stress of excitement, might easily become grandiose, and
even a little incoherent. Both these traits may be discerned in

2 Peter, though they have been absurdly exaggerated,

Jerome noticed a diversity of style between the two Epistles,

but it does not appear that Eusebius, Origen, or Clement, who, on
such a point, were much better authorities, had raised this objec-

tion. Even greater differences of style were observed by ancient

critics in the works of Aristotle and Plotinus. They may be
detected in the undoubtedly genuine works of Thomas Carlyle,

or in those of Wordsworth, or of Burns. It is a common remark
that artists have an earlier and a later manner, or that their inspira-

tion and gift of expression vary with their theme. Unless we can
say of two writings that they exhibit a different personality and
tone of mind, a different way of regarding the same objects, it is

extremely difficult to say at what point formal unlikeness amounts
to incompatibility.

Another distinction which has been pointed out between the

manners of i and 2 Peter is the comparative paucity in the latter

of allusions to the Old Testament or to the gospel.

I Peter sometimes refers to the Old Testament, as when he
speaks of Noah and Sarah, repeatedly quotes it, and constantly

uses words and phrases which easily remind the reader of their

biblical origin. On the other hand, though 2 Peter often refers

to the Old Testament, appealing to it for the instances of judgment
and the method of creation, he can hardly be said to quote it, and
his allusions are not so numerous. The passages specially marked
by the use of large type in Westcott and Hort's text are five •
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ii. 2 = Isa. Hi. 5; ii. 22 = Prov. xxvi. 11; Hi. 8 = Ps. xc. (Ixxxix.) 4;
iii. i2 = Isa. xxxiv. 4; iii, i3 = Isa. Ixv. 17; Ixvi. 22. We may add
ilpriv-q irX-qOvvOurj^ Dan. iii. 31 ; alwvio<s /3ao-tA.€ta, iii. 33 ; Kara-

/cAvcr/Aov CTrdyeiv, Gen. vl 17; iir ia-xdruiv rcov rjfxepiov, Josh. xxiv.

27; iv Tw dytu) 6p€L, Ps. ii. 6; rjixipav ii rjfxipas^ Gen. xxxix. 10;
Esth. iii. 7 ; Isa. Ivui. 2 ; 680s, tv^cta 6Sos are bibHcal phrases

;

iiaKoXovOeiv 68<3 is found in Isa. Ivi. 1 1 and elsewhere ; oT8c Kvpio^
ixKrepeU e/c Tretpaa-p-ov pvecrOaL is a reminiscence of Ezek. xiii. 2 1 or

some similar passage ; Tropevea-Oat oTricrw (only here and once in

Luke) is found in Deut. viii. ig; prj PovX6p.€v6s rtvas diroXidOai dWa
iravras €ts fierdvoLav x^PW"-'- is a paraphrase of Ezek. xxxiii. 11.

Further, we must take account of a number of detached words

—

Ka$apL<rp,o<Sf KaracTT/ao^r;, KaTairovcLcrOai, crKrjviop.aj vvcrra^etv, p,(i)p.o<s

:

Others are noticed tti the catalogue of d-n-ai Xeyo/xcva given at the
beginning of this section. Objection may be taken to some of the
instances here cited (see Dr. Chase, Dictionary of the Bihle^ p. 807)

;

but, however carefully the list is sifted, enough will remain to show
that the author of 2 Peter knew his Greek Bible well, and applied
its thoughts and speech with facility.

It must be allowed that 2 Peter is not so saturated with the

Old Testament as i Peter. But on this point great allowance must
be made for the difference of subject. If a clergyman were to write

two sermons, one on patience in affliction, another on a peculiar

form of Antinomian agnosticism, he would find fifty texts applicable

to the former subject for one that lent itself to the latter. And if

2 Peter's use of Hebrew scripture differs from that of i Peter to

some extent in degree, it yet agrees with it in one remarkable point,

the manner in which scripture is blended with tradition. In this

respect the two Epistles are very similar, and both differ from Jude.
In I Peter, again, there are numerous allusions to words or

facts which are to be found in the Gospels. In 2 Peter only
three unquestionable instances have been pointed out. We find

the phrase yiyovcv avrois rd t(T\ara x^^pova- T(ov Trpwrwv, ii. 20, cf.

Matt. xii. 45; Luke xi. 26; a peference to a prophecy made by
Christ of the "speedy " or " sudden" death of the author, ii. 14, cf.

John xxi. 18, and an account of the Transfiguration. To these

we may add tov dyopda-avra avTov<s SeanroTrjv dpvovpLevoi^ ii. I, cf.

Matt. X. 33 ; a possible reminiscence of Luke xiu. 7, 8 in ovk

dpyovs ovSe aKapiroviy i. 8 ; and 17 CTrayycXia t7}s irapov(rtas avrov, iii. 4,

cf. Matt. xxiv. It has been objected that we should have expected
to find much more than this. But there is nothing in the Gospels
so directly applicable to the particular subject of Christian anti-

nomianism as the words of our Lord in Matt. xii. 45 ; the quotation

is, at any rate, extremely apt. Again, St. Paul deals with the same
error, the misinterpretation of Christian freedom, in the same way
as St. Peter, relying upon general Christian principles, but never
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1

even once quoting the words of Christ. Yet, again, the objection is

like the Delphic knife ; it cuts with two edges. If it is difficult to

understand why St. Peter does not quote the words of our Lord,

it is far more difficult to explain why a forger, late in the second

century, does not. The apostles, as all their letters show, did not

feel bound to be constantly quoting. This habit begins with St.

Clement of Rome.
Spitta finds another reference to the gospel history in the words

Tov KaAcVai/Tos rjfjiag (i. 4). Christ in person called the apostles.

The interpretation of the pronouns in the first chapter is much dis-

puted, but Spitta is very possibly right. On this point the reader

nay consult the notes.

That the reference in i. 14 is to the prophecy of our Lord,

recorded in the last chapter of St. John's Gospel, may be regarded

as certain, in spite of Spitta's objections (see the answer of Dr.

Chase in the Dictionary ofthe Bible) ; and that the incident described

in i. 16 sqq. is the Transfiguration, has been doubted only by Hof-

mann. The details of these two passages will be found in the

notes ; here two points only need be considered.

It has been asked why St. Peter, when he is undertaking to

prove the truth of the Second Advent, should select for his purpose

the Transfiguration rather than the Ascension. It may seem a

curious choice, when we remember the words of the angels in Acts

i. II. Yet reasons may be found. It is possible, indeed most

probable, that those who denied the Parousia denied also the

Resurrection ; and, if this was so, it was useless for St. Peter to meet

them by blankly affirming the fact of the Ascension. Nor could he

well quote the promise of our Lord Himself (Matt. xxiv. 30), for

this also they denied. But if all the rest of the gospel history was

accepted by his opponents, the story of the Transfiguration was

common ground. It may be noticed that St. Peter does not use

the Transfiguration to prove the Parousia, but to prove the credibility

of the apostles who had preached the Parousia. For this purpose

the incident was admirably suited. The apostles had on that

occasion not only beheld the majesty of the Lord, but had heard a

voice from heaven ; they had come into direct communication with

God, and this fact was a strong guarantee of the general truth of

their teaching. May we not also think that the Transfiguration

may have been directly suggested to St. Peter's mind by the pre-

ceding ju,€Ta T^v e/x^v l^o^ov ? The word c^oSos occurs in St. Luke's

account of the Transfiguration (ix. 31); but this is not the point.

St. Peter has just been saying that he will take care that even after

his own death his readers shall be reminded of the truth of his

doctrine. In Matt. xvii. 9 we read, " Tell the vision to no man
till the Son of Man have risen from the dead," that is to say, " till

after My death." It is just possible that the similarity of phrase
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may have led St. Peter to think of the Transfiguration. This would
be quite in the manner of i Peter, where the following thought is

often dictated by the preceding word.

But it has also been thought that the Transfiguration was selected

because St. Peter was one of the three who were present on that

occasion, and that this shows too keen an anxiety on the writer's

part to identify himself with St. Peter. The same diflSculty has been
raised with regard to the preceding allusion to the prophecy recorded

in John xxi. The argument is one of those over which men may
dispute without end. The reader must put himself, as best he can,

in the writer's place, and ask himself how an apostle might have

been expected to speak in the circumstances, how a forger would
probably have expressed himself. If a writer declares his identity

in the Address only of an Epistle, as is the case in i Peter, the

Address is treated as a forged addition. If he hints in an unmis-

takable way who he is, as is the case in the Gospel of St. John, his

words are regarded as so suspicious, and even indecent, that he
must be a forger. If he does both, as is the case in 2 Peter, the

evidence against him is often treated as irrefutable. Obviously this

method of procedure leads to no conclusion. As regards what an
author says about himself, we can ask only whether, having regard

to his known character and position, it is possible or impossible.

Now no man can affirm that what St. Peter tells us about himself,

in the Second Epistle, is inappropriate ; the objection, indeed, is that

It is much too appropriate. But no document was ever condemned
as a forgery upon this ground.

The facts which seem to emerge from this review are partly

favourable, partly unfavourable, to the view that 2 Peter was written

by the same hand as i Peter. Chief among the former are (i) the

habit of verbal repetition, (2) the use of Apocrypha. Among the

latter we have observed (i) that the style of the two Epistles is

different, but not openly incompatible, in expression, and in formal

use of Scripture; (2) that the favourite phrases of the one Epistle

are not those of the other ; this point is more than verbal, and calls

for further elucidation.

It has been also pointed out that the vocabulary and style con-

tain no elements which were not in existence in the apostolic age.

So far we may agree with Weiss, that no document in the New
Testament is so like i Peter as 2 Peter,

§ 5. ORGANISATION AND DOCTRINE IN 2 PETER.

Exceedingly little information on the subject of Church organisa-

tion is to be gathered from the Epistle. Even the presbyter, who
in I Peter occupies a conspicuous position, is not mentioned. On
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the other hand, great stress is laid in the first chapter on the

authority of the apostles ; and in the final paragraph St. Paul, though

he is not expressly called an apostle, is spoken of as one whose
words carry great weight ; whose Epistles, if not actually scripture,

may at least be named in the same breath with scripture ; and whose
doctrine, though capable of perversion, is in substantial accord with

that of the Twelve. It has been supposed that in iii. 2 the phrase
" your apostles " involves a wider use of the title apostles, similar

to that found in i Thess. ii. 6, where St. Paul calls Silvanus and
Timotheus apostles. If this point could be established, it would
afford a strong argument for placing the Epistle at an extremely

early date. But enough has been said in the Introduction to i Peter

on the use of the title apostle. There is no sufficient reason for

thinking that in 2 Peter it is applied to any but the Twelve.

Some importance may be attached to the absence of all allusion

to Church officials in 2 Peter. It has been maintained that the

Epistle was written in the second century, and directed against some
form of Gnosticism. Now the Gnostic controversy greatly strength-

ened the position of the hierarchy, and it is hard to believe that, if

this debate had actually been raging at the time, the Epistle could

have failed to contain some reference to bishops and presbyters.

It may be replied that the forger was too clever to betray himself

by such an anachronism. But a forger of the second century would
not have known that it was an anachronism. In the Apostolical

Church Ordinance^ which is quoted by Clement of Alexandria, we
find St. Peter presiding over a highly developed hierarchy. The
pseudonymous writers of the early Church, from the nature of

things, were never either intelligent or critical. They did not

attempt to qualify themselves for their task by an accurate study of

the past ; indeed, it would not have been possible for them to do
so. There is hardly a single instance of a really good pseudo-

antique except the Platonic Letters^ the work of an otiose scholar,

who had thoroughly studied his exemplar, and could reproduce his

style and circumstances to a nicety. But what was difficult for an
Athenian professor with a library at his command was quite beyond
the capabilities of an uneducated Christian. Such a man does not

comprehend even the simplest rules of the forger'^ art. We may
apply to him the words of Persius, " Digitum exsere, peccas."

The doctrine of the Epistle will be most conveniently considered

under the two headings of practical and speculative.

As regards practical doctrine, the Second Epistle agrees very

closely with the first. It is disciplinarian, not mystic. Pauline

terminology and ideas are absent, and not only absent, but foreign

to the writer's point of view. This is seen at once from the crucial

words StKatos (ii. 7, 8) and y\fvxh (ii. 8, 14). 'ETrayyeXta (iii. 4, 9)
is not the promise of salvation by faith, but that of new heavens
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and earth. Uvevfxa does not occur except of the Holy Spirit (i. 21).

Christian prophecy is not mentioned, but the False Teachers (ii. i)

probably claimed authority as prophets. The prophecies of the

Old Testament were inspired by the Holy Ghost (i. 21), but they

need an interpreter. This is the view expressed in i Pet. i. 10-12
;

it was held both in the primitive Church (Acts viii. 31) and in later

times. Christ has "bought" or ransomed the believer (ii. i), bind-

ing him thereby to a life of moral purity. In baptism men are

cleansed from their old sins ; and he who lives like a barren tree

has forgotten this cleansing (i. 9; of. i Pet. i. 18, 19, iii. 21).

Faith is given by God (i. i), but is developed by human action,

through virtue and knowledge into love (i. 5-8). Thus "calling"

and "election" are made sure (i. 10); and this growth in practical

Christian excellences forms the passport, the right of "entrance"
into the eternal kingdom of Christ, which will be given by God
(i. 11). Life is progress conditioned by obedience, and the ful-

ness of the reward is future. And for this progress the Christian

needs constant admonition and instruction from those who know
better than he does himself (i. 12-18). It is easy to see why the

author speaks of moral obligation as "a command" (ejroAiJ, ii. 21),

as the VVay of Truth, the Straight Way, the Way of Righteousness

(ii. 2, 15, 21). Throughout the Epistle great stress is laid upon
Fear, and the thought of the Day of Judgment. Sin (a/xaprta) is

not an inner malign power, but the wicked act proceeding from
"desire" (i. 4). It is corruption (<^^opa, i. 4, ii. 19), the pollution

of the world (ii. 20); but, as in i Peter, there is no indication of a
belief in the hereditary transmission of evil. In this connexion the

use of the secular word aperrj (i. 3, 5) deserves a passing notice.

Wherever " virtue " is a familiar term, the disciplinary view prevails.

In ii. 13 there is a reference to the Agape in the word a-uvevoy-

XovfievoL ; but we may go further, and take dyaTrats to be the right

reading. No special information is given about the Agape, unless

we may infer from the text that it was celebrated in the daytime.

But here again, in this very tempting place, there is no trace of

anachronism. Here again, if the author was a forger, he has dis-

played remarkable skill, and carefully avoided words and ideas

which were familiar in the second century.

So far everything is in precise accordance with the teaching of

I Peter. Our author was well acquainted with the doctrines of St.

Paul, but he does not agree with them, and, if he had so chosen,

could have given reasons for his dissent (iii. 16). Certainly in these

important practical points, in the general view of the Christian life,

Weiss is right in saying that no book in the New Testament is so

like I Peter as 2 Peter. Yet there is something to be said on the

other side. It has been noticed that the favourite phrases of the

one Epistle are not those of the other. For instance, the word
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Axts is not found in 2 Peter. Nor does he speak of the Christian

as a pilgrim (TrapotKos, 7rapc7riS>7^os), nor of his reward as a patrimony

{K\r]povofjiLa). The End of all things again is not " the Revelation
"

of Jesus Christ, but the Day of Judgment. Again, a favourite word
in 2 Peter is iTrtyvwais (i. 2, 3, 8, ii. 20 ; it is not a specially Pauline

word, though often used by St. Paul). All these differences may
admit of explanation from the difference of subject. The theme of

I Peter is that Hope of the promised land which sustains the

pilgrim's heart in his toilsome march through the desert. And to

the eye of Hope the Last Day appears as a manifestation of the

Lord's glory. On the other hand, the object of 2 Peter is to fortify

his readers against the seductions of false freedom and speculative

error. For him, therefore, leading thoughts are the knowledge of

the Lord and the terrors of the Day of Judgment. Further, while

the tone of the First Epistle is fatherly and pastoral, that of the

Second is, though with marked exceptions, authoritative and
denunciatory. It can hardly be said that the differences just noted

are greater than can be accounted for by these considerations.

Let us pass on to the speculative theology of 2 Peter.

As in the First Epistle the Three Names are used.

God is Father of Christ (i. 17). That He is not actually called

Father of the Christian is probably a mere accident
;
yet it must be

noticed that this idea is not prominent in i Peter. But a striking

feature of the Epistle is the use of reverential periphrases

—

rj

[X€ya\o7rp€7n]<i So^a, i. 17; rj 6da Svvafiis, i. 3 ; Beta cf>v(ri^, i. 4. Here
we shall observe a remarkable similarity of devotional attitude (in

both Epistles the predominant feeling towards God is one of

intense awe) combined with an equally remarkable dissimilarity of

expression.

The Holy Ghost is only mentioned as the inspirer of the

Hebrew prophets (i. 21).

The Christology of the Epistle is its most distinctive point.

Christ is "our God" (i. i). If Spitta is right, as he probably is, in

preferring the shorter reading in the next verse, it is to Christ in

particular that the words Oeia Swa/xi? and Sua <^vcns belong. He is

our Sco-TTOTrys (ii. i), and it is His o/toXt} that we are to obey (iii. 2).

His is the atwi/tos ySao-iXeta (i. II ; cf. Luke i. 33; Apoc. xi. 15).

There is the usual difficulty in iii. 8, 9, 10, to decide whether Kvpio?,

6 Kvpiosj mean specially Christ or God ; but it is here evident that

the question is immaterial. Finally, Christ is the giver of grace

and knowledge (iii. 18), as He is the object of eTrtyvwo-ts (i. 8), and
to Him alone the concluding doxology is addressed. Yet He is

distinct from, and in some sense subordinate to His Father, from
whom He received honour and glory (i. 17).

The subject of the Epistle is, no doubt, the cause of the pro-

minence assigned to our Lord. What the Mockers denied was His
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Parousia ; what the False Teachers broke was His command. They
did not probably deny the divine origin of the Decalogue; what
they asserted was that Christ had abrogated it ; and St. Peter insists

that Christ had not only preached, but authoritatively enacted the

moral law of the Church, that in His " I say unto you " the Way of

Righteousness received divine sanction. But what we are to ask is,

whether the Christology of 2 Peter differs from that of i Peter ?

The answer is, that if we attenuate i Peter on the points in question

—the pre-existence of Christ, the use of " Lord," the " Name," the

doxology—and at the same time interpret strictly or slightly harden

the language of 2 Peter, it is possible to make a distinction

between the two Epistles. But if we apply the same rule to both,

there is really no difference at all.

Yet here again in expression, though not in idea, there is a

difference between the two. The author of the Second Epistle is

fond of the word " Saviour," which he applies to Christ five times,

not singly by itself, but in solemn formulas (i. i, rov ®eov rj/xwv koI

cruiTrjpos *L X. : i. 11, rov Kv/otou ly/xwv Koi oraiTTJpo^ *I. X. : cf. ii. 20,

iii. 2, iii. 18). Elsewhere in the New Testament, though not so

commonly as we might have expocted, a-oirrjp is used to describe

the work of Christ, as a predicate (Luke ii. 11 ; John iv. 42 ; Acts

V. 31, xiii. 23; Phil. iii. 20). Even in the Pastorals, where the

word is more frequent, it seems still to retain a distinctly predicative

force; see 2 Tim. i. 10; Tit. i. 4, where we may translate "Jesus
Christ who is our Saviour"; so also Tit. ii. 13, iii. 6. Nowhere in

the New Testament is " the Saviour " used as a synonym for Jesus

Christ. But in 2 Peter, especially in iii. 2, " our Lord and Saviour,"

<ro)T>}p appears as a title and almost a name. In i Peter o-amjp does

not occur.

We can hardly say with confidence that this mode of expression

is later in date. Quite conceivably also the same man might use it

in one Epistle and not in another. But again we cannot see why
the difference in the subject of the two Epistles should cause this

particular variation of language. Further, devotional phrases like

this have often a personal character. Origen, for instance, con

stantly speaks of "My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," while

Clement of Alexandria never does so. Here again the thought is

precisely the same as that of i Peter, where redemption is dwelt

upon with great iteration, but the form of expression is not the same.

Other points falling under the head of doctrine, the author's

belief as to the fall of the angels, or the creation and destruction of

the world, are explained in the notes ; the subject of the world-fire

has been discussed also in a previous section. It is sufficient to

say here that they afford no indication of date, and that, in so far

as they presume a certain use of Apocrypha, they are quite in

keeping with i Peter.
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§ 6. TO WHOM AND AGAINST WHOM WAS 2 PETER WRITTEN ?

The words which we find in iii. i, " this second Epistle I write

unto you," have generally been taken to mean that 2 Peter was
addressed to the same Churches as the first Some critics, notably

Spitta and Zahn, deny this, chiefly on the ground that the former

letter here referred to does not appear to have dealt with the same
topics as I Peter. But this is not a conclusive reason. Jude (3, 4)
may be taken to show that the disorders complained of had broken

out suddenly and unexpectedly ; and, even if we are to explain the

future tenses of 2 Peter with grammatical rigour, we get the same
idea— a new and unlooked for danger had suddenly become
imminent. It follows that a previous letter addressed to the same
Churches could not have resembled the later letter either in subject

or in tone. The former letter, if mentioned at all, could only be
described in general terms as making against Antinomianism and
the denial of the Parousia quite as conclusively though not so

explicitly as the later (see notes on the passage).

The point has some bearing on the question of authenticity. If

2 Peter was written late in the second century, why did the forger

refer in this ambiguous way to a former letter ? and why did he say

nothing about the Diaspora in the Address ? People say that he
was transparently anxious to identify himself with St. Peter. Why
then did he not do so in those places where it was so obvious and
so easy ? Certainly the obscurity is rather in favour of the authen-

ticity of the Epistle. A genuine author, who is quite sure of

himself, may be excused a little carelessness. Shall we say that the

forger was so clever, that he was afraid to show his hand too openly ?

But this is just what he is charged with doing ; and yet again he is

supposed to be so stupid, that, having called himself an apostle in

the Address, he tells us plainly that he was not an apostle in iil 2.

He is a very shadowy and inconsistent personage.

There is no reason why the apostle, having written to the

Diaspora such an Epistle as i Peter, should not within a very short

time have written to the same people one just like 2 Peter. We
often do send very dissimilar letters to the same person within a

week. We write to a friend at a distance under the impression that

he is quite prosperous ; in a few days we are sending fresh messages
full of alarm, or warning, or indignation. We have received dis

quieting news in the interval. Probably, if St. Paul had written to

the Galatians three days before he did, he would have selected very

different topics. And yet we might say, " I have always told you
the same thing. Look back at what I wrote in the past, and you
will see that you were forewarned."

There is nothing in the body ot the Epistle to show that the
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recipients of 2 Peter were not the same as those of i Peter. The
pronoun rifxlv in i. i has been taken to mean that the writer belonged
to a Jewish Church and that he was addressing Gentiles ; and the fact

that St. Paul had written to them has been interpreted in the same
way ; but neither of these reasons is good for much. On the other

hand, it has been maintained that the Epistle is directed to Jewish
Christians. The phrase arro(f>vy6vTe<s ra ixidcrfxara rov Koa-jJiov is as

applicable to one as to the other. What is true of i Peter is true

also of 2 Peter ; the author makes no distinction at all between Jew
and Gentile converts ; in his eyes both are Christians, all Christians

are alike, and the life of the patriarchs exhibits the same faith and
obedience that are required of all Christians. In this important

point he is Petrine and not Pauline. He does not say expressly

that he had himself preached the gospel to his readers ; we cannot

so press the iyvwpia-afiev of i. 16; nor is it necessary to suppose
that any of the Twelve had ministered among them (see note on
iii. 2). The language of the Epistle only means that the people

addressed knew quite well the doctrine of the apostles, and that it

was diametrically opposed to that of the false teachers. How long

these Churches had existed we cannot say ; neither i. 12 nor iii. 4
justifies the inference that they were oi old standing.

If 2 Peter was not directed to the Churches of Asia Minor, we
do not know what was its destination ; though we may feel quite

certain that, like all other Epistles, it was addressed to the Christian

community of some particular district and not to the Church at

large. Beyond a doubt this is the impression which the author

wishes to convey. These people had received a particular letter

from St. Paul, a particular letter from St. Peter, and were exposed
at the time to a particular danger. In this district there had been,

or seemed likely in the near future to be, an attempt to propagate

Antinomian doctrines, and to discredit the belief in the Second
Advent. Who were these false teachers and mockers ? And first,

were they in part or in whole the same people or not ?

In Germany there has been a strong tendency to distinguish

them, and Kiihl goes so far as to say that it is wholly uncritical to

(ignore the difference. But this view rests solely upon the beliei

\in the priority of Jude, and is not confirmed by anything in the

text of 2 Peter. Indeed, if we look at the matter in the light of

common sense, it is quite certain that an Antinomian could not

accept the doctrine of the Second Advent as it was held by the

JApostolic Church. It is possible to reject the belief in judgment
after death without impugning the moral law, but it is certain that

among the adherents of this view there will be many who regard it

as emancipating them from all restraint. There is therefore no
difficulty in identifying the false teachers with the mockers. There
may have been shades of difference between them ; some, perhaps,
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had a philosophy and some had not ; but in the eyes of a Christian

preacher, judging the party as a whole by its practical results, they

would all seem to wear the same livery.

At what date may we suppose these sceptical Antinomians to*

have appeared? Schenkel, Mangold, Volter, and Holtzmann (see

Spitta, p. 503) think that they were the Carpocratians ; but this

view is historically impossible. The second chapter of 2 Peter is

either older than Jude or copied from Jude, and Jude is older than

Carpocrates (see on this point the Introduction to Jude). Professor

Harnack thinks that 2 Peter appeared between 150 (or more prob-

ably 160) and 175, in the midst of the Gnostic controversy; that

/ude was written between 100 and 130 ; and that the author of Jude
was aiming, not at the Carpocratians, but at the older forms of

Gnosticism, " Archontics, Phibionites, Kainites, Severians, Nicolai-

tans" {Chronologie^ p. 466). But all these sects, so far as we are

acquainted with them (of the Archontics our knowledge is slender

and late ; of the Nicolaitans we know nothing except what we read

in the New Testament ; and the Severians did not misinterpret Paul,

but rejected his Epistles altogether, Eus. H, E. iv. 29. 5), exhibit

the fundamental Gnostic trait of dualism, to which there is not the

slightest allusion in Jude or in 2 Peter. Yet the latter Epistle must
surely have said something on the point when dealing with the

subject of creation. Again, the Gnostic principle of the evil nature

of matter led equally to immorality and to extreme asceticism ; but

to this latter feature again we find no allusion in Jude or 2 Peter.

Nor do we meet with any reference to the " genealogies," or to the

general Gnostic view of the Old Testament as the work of the

Demiurge. In some shape or another Gnosticism existed in the

East at a very early time \ one of its sources is Zoroastrianism, and
serpent worship is exceedingly ancient. But it cannot be denied

that Colossians and the Pastoral Epistles are much more anti-

Gnostic than 2 Peter or Jude.

Every feature in the description of the false teachers and
mockers is to be found in the apostolic age. If they had "eyes
full of adultery," there were those at Corinth who defended incest.

If they " blasphemed dignities," there were those who spoke evil of

St. Paul. They profaned the Agape, so did the Corinthians. They
mocked at the Parousia, and some of the Corinthians denied that

there was any resurrection. They used TrAaa-rot Aoyot, and sonie of

the Corinthians relied upon "a knowledge which puffeth up."

Every point is common, except the charge of pecuniary extortion,

which is repeatedly made in 2 Peter. But it is a necessity of the

case that a false teacher should live by the contributions of his

credulous adherents, and in the eyes of an apostle this would be
extortion. It has been thought that the doubt about the Parousia

could not be felt in the primitive Church; but it certainly was.
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Some denied the Resurrection (i Cor. xv. 12), and were warned by

St. Paul that they might as well say, " Let us eat and drink ; for

to-morrow we die." What they denied was clearly the future life,

not merely the Resurrection of the flesh ; for belief in a purely

spiritual after-life does not involve moral indifference. Whether
their scepticism came from Sadduceeism or from philosophy, we
cannot say. Others again, at Thessalonica (i Thess. iv. 13-18),

were sadly perplexed by difficulties of another kind. Those who
were alive at Christ's coming would enter into His kingdom, but

what would be the fate of those who had died beforehand ? This

doubt would arise over the grave of the first Christian ; we have an

interesting and most pathetical case in point in the anguish of

Irving over the loss of his son, who was taken away before the dawn
of that millennium which the father thought to be so near. Others

again, at Corinth, appear to have urged the familiar arguments

against the resurrection of the flesh. We do not gather from

2 Peter the exact nature of the denial of the Parousia which is

there denounced. But it appears to have been supported by a

novel argument, derived from the unchanging order of the world.

In this is probably involved a belief in the eternity of creation,

which was widely held in the apostolic age (see Philo, de Inc.

Mundi'y and Ocellus Lucanus is probably pre-Christian).

It is evident that these false teachers were acquainted with the

writings of St. Paul, and found in them expressions which, with a

little manipulation, would serve their purpose. Here two questions

arise. At what date may the Pauline Epistles have been used as a

basis for Antinomianism ? At what date may they have been
spoken of in the terms used by 2 Peter ?

To the first we may answer, that the words, if not the writings of

the apostle, were already misinterpreted in this way at Corinth, and
probably at Thessalonica. The second question is more difficult

;

it forms, indeed, the one argument in favour of the later date which

has been assigned to 2 Peter.

Yet this argument is not convincing. St. Paul's letters were

read in church from the very first, side by side with Moses and the

Prophets. There can be no higher testimony to the veneration in

which they were held than the fact that even in the apostle's life-

time men forged Pauline Epistles (2 Thess. ii. 2), careful as the

apostle was to guard against fraud by an autograph subscription

(i Cor. xvi. 21 ; Gal. vi. 11 ; 2 Thess. iii. 17). Letters directed to

one Church were sent on to another (Col. iv. 16), and there read

publicly. Clearly the apostolic missives were treated with very

high respect and scrutinised with great care. There is no difficulty

in believing that they were also collected. Cicero's letters were

kept together ; why not those of Paul ? What sort of conception

are we to form of the early Church, if we are to imagine that St
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Peter had not read Galatians, in which he was personally attacked,

or Corinthians, in which such an extraordinary state of things is

described ? It is not necessary to think of St. Peter as settled in

Rome, holding in his hands all the strings of a great organisation,

and receiving constant reports from his lieutenants. But is it

possible to believe that one apostle knew nothing about another,

or that he did not care what his brethren were doing or saying ?

There was nothing to prevent his getting every epistle that circulated

in the Church within a month or two of its publication. If he
agreed with his brother apostle, he would desire to be comforted

and edified by some token of his activity and success ; if he did not

quite agree with him, as was the case between St. Peter and St. Paul,

he would be all the more anxious to know what the difference was,

and how it showed itself in practical results.

It is quite possible that the author of 2 Peter regarded the

Pauline Epistles as scripture ; but even this is not conclusive proof

that he lived in the second century. The Jews did not place all

scripture on the same footing. St. Paul claims to be directly in-

spired by the Holy Spirit, the author of all scripture, and cannot
have made any distinction of kind between Hebrew and Christian

prophecy. St. Peter could hardly treat St. Paul as a false prophet

;

but, if he was a prophet, his Epistles are prophecies, and what is

prophecy but scripture ?

Certainly Clement of Rome had a collection of Pauline Epistles

(Harnack in the Index of his edition gives references to eleven), and
so had Ignatius (cV Trdar} lincTToXfj^ Eph. xii.), while Barnabas
(iv. 14) quotes St. Matthew's Gospel as scripture. " Sed caueas,"

Professor Harnack adds in his note on the passage, " ne temere e
yeypaTTTai illo conicias Barnabam nostrum scripta euangelica tanti

aestimasse quanti Veteris Testamenti libros." The caution may
perhaps be admitted, but it does not affect the point as regards

2 Peter. He, too, may have treated the Pauline Epistles as

scripture without setting them on an equality with the books of

Moses. See Plummer on 2 Pet iii. 15, 16 in EUicott's Commentary,
Thus we have no need to go down to the time of the Scillitan

Martyrs to find some kind of parallel for the language of 2 Peter.

Even this much disputed passage, then, does not really prove
anything against the authenticity of 2 Pet^r. Indeed it may be
thought that a forger writing late in the second century, when St
Paul had been canonised, v^uld not, unless he was amazingly

clever, have spoken of that great apostle as " our beloved brother,"

nor would he have adopted a discreetly critical attitude towards
him, and gently objected to his hva-vorjTa. The last stroke in

particular, if not simple nature, is the acme of art It is easier to

regard it as nature.

16
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§ 7. DATE, AUTHENTICITY, AND OCCASION OF 2 PETER.

The preceding review seems to show (i) that 2 Peter is oldei

than Jude ; (2) that it belongs to the same school of ecclesiastical

thought as I Peter
; (3) that it contains no word, idea, or fact which

does not belong to the apostolic age ; (4) that traces of the second
century are absent at those points where they might have been
confidently expected to occur

; (5) that the style differs from that of

I Peter in some respects, but in others, notably in verbal iteration

and in the discreet use of Apocrypha, resembles it.

These facts are best explained by the theory that the Epistle is

really the work of St. Peter, but that a different amanuensis was
employed.

On the other hand, those who hold (i) that 2 Peter borrows

from the Apocalypse of Peter; (2) that there is no clear trace of its

existence before Clement of Alexandria; (3) that it is later than

Jude ; (4) that it is directed against Gnosticism
; (5) that it implies

the existence of a Canon of the New Testament, will follow the

opinion upheld by Dr. Chase and many other eminent scholars, and
assign to the Epistle a date between 150 and 175.

In this case the Epistle is neither more nor less than a forgery.

A good history of ancient forgeries would form a most useful book.

Pseudonymous composition seems to have begun in the centuries

immediately preceding the Christian era. Its earliest productions,

letters of Plato, Aristotle, Phalaris, and so forth, were mere jeux
(Tesprit, like Landor's Imaginary Conversations ; but the flood of

Orphic and Pythagorean fictions enumerated by Zeller had a serious

object, that of recommending peculiar doctrines under shelter of

an ancient and venerable name. Alexandrian Jews, as has been

noticed above, practised the same dishonest art, in order to persuade

cultivated Greeks that the doctrines of the Bible were " stolen " by
the classic poets, or that " Plato was an Attic Moses." The early

Sibylline Oracles belong to the same class. In the Church we find

the manufacture of Pauline Epistles carried on in the lifetime of the

apostle. In the second century Gnostics are accused of tampering

with the text of scripture. They retorted that scripture, as read by

the Catholics, was spurious or interpolated. From this time

onward we find a great mass of pseudonymous writings. Some of

them are forgeries in the worst sense of the word, teaching non-

Christian or unecclesiastical doctrines in the name of our Lord and

His apostles, and unquestionably intended to deceive. Such are

the Gnostic Gospels and Acts, and perhaps we may add tlie

Clementine Homilies. Others, like the Acts of Paul and Thecla, zxq

merely edifying romances of the same family as the modern religious

QOveL Others again, such as the Apostolical Constitutions or the
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Apostolical Church Ordinance^ describe the Church as it existed in

the author's place and time, within a slender imaginative framework,

in which the apostles are introduced as still alive. Books of this

kind were probably not meant to delude, though they were certain

to create delusion. Yet another class sprang from the insatiable

craving to know more about the great personages of the early

Church than we are told in the genuine books of the New
Testament. Hence came a large crop of false Gospels and Acts.

It is difficult to see under v/hich of these classes we can place

2 Peter. The Epistle is not unorthodox, it is not a romance, it

contains no anachronism, at any rate none that is indisputable, and it

tells us nothing new about St. Peter himself. The Gospel of Peter

is heterodox, and altered the cry from the Cross, Eli^ Eli^ lama
sabachthaniy in such a way as to prove that the Divinity of Jesus left

Him before He died (17 Svva/xLs fxov, 17 Swa/Ats KarcAeu/^as /u.e : where
hvvajXL? represents arjXt, found in L: cf. Clem. Alex. Excerpta ex
Theod. i. 61). The Apocalypse of Peter professes to add to our know-
ledge of the future life, and draws its imagery from the heathen poets.

The Praedicatio Petri tells us that Christ commanded His apostles

not to leave Jerusalem for twelve years after the Ascension, prob-

ably quotes the Gospel of the Hebrews^ opposes Docetism {nan

sum daemonium incorporeuni)^ teaches communism (fttjuija-ao-^e

l(r6Tr]Ta ®€ovy kol ovScls lorrat ttcVt^s), is familiar with the later form of

the polemic against Greeks and Jews, and generally exhibited such
a character that Origen says, '* It was written neither by Peter nor
by anyone else who was inspired by the Spirit of God " (see the

Fragments in Geschichte der altchristlichen Litteratur). In the IlcptoSot

HiTpov mention was made of Peter's wife and daughter, and a piece

of information was given about the apostle's personal appearance

;

he was said to have been bald {GAL, p. 134). Similarly, the

Acts ofPaul and Thecla give a portrait of St. Paul (see Conybeare,
Monuments of Early Christianity, p. 62), and some Gnostics had a
portrait of Christ said to have been drawn by Pilate (Iren. i. 25. 6).

Some of these Petrine pseudepigrapha were more or less orthodox,

some, like the Clementina, are quite the reverse ; but they were all

peculiar, and all, as far as we have the means of judging, extremely
unlike 2 Peter. We have to consider, then, the possibility of a
forgery without any object, without any of the ordinary marks,
without any resemblance to undoubted forgeries bearing the name
of the same apostle. (See on this point some good remarks of
Zahn, Einleitung, ii. 95.)

As to the place from which the L^ ..^tle was written we have no
information. Professor Harnack, who holds that it is a forgery,

thinks that it emanated from Egypt {Chronologie, p. 469). Dr.
Chase holds the same opmion, on the grounds that the Apocalypse of
Peter was probably written in Egypt, that 2 Peter makes use of the
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Apocalypse^ and, further, that the Epistle has some resemblance in

phrase and thought to Philo and Clement. But the Apocalypse

was read in Gaul (see above, pp. 207-209), in Rome (see tivQMura-
torianum)^ and probably in many other places, at an early date ; if

it was copied, it might have been copied anywhere ; there is no
trace of Philonism in 2 Peter, and Clement was only accidentally

and for a time connected with Alexandria. Jiilicher {Etnleitung^

p. 187) suggests Egypt or Palestine as the birthplace of the Epistle.

The reason for selecting Palestine is that if the false teachers are to

be called Gnostics, they must be referred to one of those earlier and
less known sects which had their domicile in that district or in the

neighbouring regions of Syria. The truth appears to be that,

unless the Epistle is what it professes to be, it is entirely in the air

;

we can say nothing, except that the forgery must have been old

enough to impose upon Clement of Alexandria, and probably upon
Pantaenus also.

There are difficulties on either hand. But, if we pay due
attention to the number and gravity of these disturbing phenomena,
if we put steadily aside all prepossessions and compare the book
impartially with the rest of the New Testament, it seems far easier

to place 2 Peter in the first century than in the second. If we
consider, again, the absence of any allusion to persecution, or to the

fall of Jerusalem, it is far easier to place it early in the first century

than late. But is not this the same thing as saying that it is

authentic ? If it was written in St. Peter's name and lifetime, we
may well think that it was written by his direction and under his

supervision.

We may feel certain that 2 Peter is later than i Corinthians.

The more probable inference from iii. i is that it is also later than

I Peter. The interval of time may have been very short. There
were in Corinth false teachers, probably claiming to be prophets,

to whom the description of the false teachers in 2 Peter would
apply in every feature (see Zahn, ii. p. loi). These men would be
well known to St. Peter, who had adherents in Corinth, if he had
not visited the town himself. There are, then, two possibilities. If

we think that the former Epistle referred to in iii. i is non-existent,

it is within the bounds of credibility that 2 Peter was written before

I Peter, and directed to the party of Cephas in Corinth itself. We
might then discover in the rather obscure phrase, ot dTroo-roXot v^Siv

(iii. 2), an answer to St. Paul's ot vTrepXiav aTrocrroXot (2 Cor. xi. 5,

xii. 11). "Your apostles" may very well mean the Twelve.

Again, the Epistles of St. Paul to the Corinthians were probably at

least three in number (see i Cor. v. 9), and thus we should get a

good explanation of the words iv Trao-ai? cTricrroXats, which have

caused so much trouble. Further, if we are to suppose that the

Epistle was from the first regarded with suspicion by a certain party
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in the Church, the fact would thus be easily accounted for. St. Paul

himself would consider the Epistle as an intrusion, and his friends

would endeavour to prevent its circulation. Yet upon the whole

this tempting view is not the more probable. It is easier to suppose

that not all the Corinthian prophets were reduced to order by St.

Paul, that some of them were making their way towards Asia Minor,

or had already begun work in one of the towns in that country.

Nicolaitans, who were men of the same stamp, existed in the seven

Churches at the date of the Apocalypse, and our Epistle may have

been called forth by the first outbreak of that heresy. If we adopt

this view we can retain the current explanation of 2 Pet. iii. i, and
at the same time account for the intermingling of the future and
present tenses in the description of the false teachers. They were

already preaching in some places, and might shortly be expected in

others also. See Mansel, Gnostic Heresies^ pp. 69, 70.

In this case again, though the Epistle would not cause so much
offence as if it had been actually directed to a party at Corinth, it

might still excite the suspicions of the editors of the Peshito. In
the second century there were in the East many sects, the Severians

(these have been noticed above), the Ebionites (Eus. H, E. iii. 27. 4;
Iren. i. 26. 2), the Elkesaites (Origen in Eus. H, E. vi. 38), who
rejected St. Paul, and spoke against him in very violent terms.

Every book which seemed to incline in this direction would be
regarded with unfriendly eyes by the orthodox party. It is notice-

able that three of the books which were omitted from the Peshito

are open more or less to this objection, the Epistle of St. James,
the Second Epistle of St. Peter, and the Apocalypse. Spitta

observes with perfect truth that the reasons for which documents
were accepted or rejected by the early Church were not what we
understand by the word "critical." Men guided their judgment
largely by what we may call the pedigree of the document in

question, but still more by its relation to the orthodoxy of the time.

The Epistolarium of the New Testament was almost wholly

Pauline, and Paulinism shaped the norm of apostolicity. It is true

that the men of the second century were not Pauline, but they

thought they were, and hence arose the curious inconsistency that

those very men who agreed at bottom with St. Peter and St. James
could not bear to think that these two apostles had ever uttered a

word in their own defence against the sharp sayings of St. Paul.

They explained the differences away, or they left out of their canon
pieces which struck them as anti-Pauline. They admitt id Galatians

and doubted 2 Peter. Fortunately there were some who took a

different view. Otherwise we should hardly have known that in the

primitive Church there existed, not only the radicalism of St. Paul
and the stubborn conservatism of the Judaising section, but also

the great central party represented by the Twelve Apostles. The
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cardinal error of Baur and his followers, an error which vitiated

their many great services to Christian scholarship, was that they

arranged these Church divisions in chronological order, as if we
could suppose that in England or any other country the Tories

produced the Whigs, and, finally, that the fusion of these two gave
birth to the men of moderation and common sense. What history

teaches us is that, both in secular and religious affairs, the broad
catholic party, the party which has no name, always exists and is

always powerful. It is Reason, flanked on both wings by Emotion,
on the left by eagerness for the Future, on the right by strong

affection for the Past. Both Emotions belong to Reason, and
Reason knows how to use them in time and in measure. It shapes

that view of Christianity which we find in the Synoptic Gospels,

in the Book of Acts, and in the Epistles of Peter. It is a disciplin-

ary and logical view ; it regards the Bible as a continuous revelation,

and it limits the right of private judgment The " Judaisers " never

found a place in the Canon, though James sheltered them as far as

he could. On the other wing, the author of Hebrews leans towards

St. John, the Catholic Mystic, and, finally, in St Paul we find the

Protestant Mystic.

Thus we gain an intelligible view of the early Church, and thus

we see the value of 2 Peter. Value is not the same as authenticity.

Yet, if it has been shown that the Epistle fills a definite place,

represents a definite party, and expresses views that were really held

by St Peter, something not inconsiderable has been effected towards

the removal of hostile preoccupations.

The conclusion at which Dr. Zahn arrives, after an elaborate

discussion of all the points involved, is that 2 Peter was written

before i Peter by the apostle's own hand, not as the former Epistle

by an amanuensis or representative (thus the difference of style is

accounted for); that it was sent probably from Antioch shortly

before the time when St Peter went to Rome (60-63), ^o Jewish

Churches in Palestine ; and that it was called forth by the Corinthian

disorders, which, as the apostle feared, might shortly attack his own
special flock.

Zahn's views rest on so strong a support of learning and good
sense that they must be treated with great respect The weak point

in his final verdict appears to me, if I may venture to say so, to be
the characterisation of the recipients of the Epistle as Jews. The
conclusion involved, that St. Paul had written an Epistle to a Jewish

Church, is not impossible, for it is extremely difficult to see what
precisely is meant by Gal. ii. 9 ; still it is not probable. On the

other side, Zahn himself allows that i Peter was written, if not by the

hand, yet by the direction of St Peter to Gentile communities ; and
there can be little doubt that St. Peter had close relations with

Gentile Christians in Corinth, Galatia, and Rome. St Peter again
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makes no distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians, and

there is nothing in 2 Peter to differentiate its first readers from those

of I Peter.

If Dr. Zahn is right in thinking that the former Epistle referred

to in iii. i is lost, the easiest inference is that 2 Peter was directed

to Corinth not long after the date of the Pauline Epistles, from

whatever place happened to be St. Peter's residence at the time.

The difference of style may be explained as by Dr. Zahn ; but here

again it is more natural to suppose that, if St. Peter availed himself

of the services of a draughtsman or secretary for one Epistle, this

was his rule. That he would be assisted at one time by one brother

at another time by another, is not only pos; 'ble, but certain, from

the nature of things.



NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF
ST. PETER.

The Title, K A B have IleTpov '^
: C, Xlerpov iina-ToXr] p i K and

many cursives, Xlerpov iinarToXr} Sevripa: other cursives, JliTpov

iTTia-Tokr] KaOoX-LKT) Sevripa : L, iina-ToXr] KaOoXiKr) Sevripa rov ayiov

dTTooTToAou JUrpov: the Codex Amiatinus, incipit epistula petri

apostoliy ii. : the Codex Fuldensis, incipit epistula sci. petri secunda.

1. 1. " Symeon (Simon) Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus

Christ, to those who have obtained a faith of equal honour with

us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ."

N A K L' P, other inferior MS. authorities, and Theophylact
have 5v/a€(di/ : and this reading was known also to Oecumenius. So
Tischendorf. B, many cursives, and the Versions have St/Aoiv. So
WH (giving Sv/acwv in the margin).

For the names of the apostle see note on i Pet. i. i.

The original Hebrew form, Symeon, is found elsewhere only in

Acts XV. 14, where it is used by the Apostle St James. Theophylact

says, rov 2v/>t60)i/ to ^l/xwv v-rroKopia-ixos icmVf regarding the latter as

a home-grown Hebrew diminutive of the former. In i Mace. iL

3, 65, Simon and Symeon are used indifferently of the same son

of Mattathias. It is, however, possible that the shorter form was
shaped by Gentile influence, Simon or Simo (from simus) being

familiar to Latins and Greeks, as we see from Plautus and Terence.

See Zahn, Einleitung^ i. p. 21.

Hofmann, Huther, Schott, Kiihl, Zahn, Spitta, accept Symeon
as the correct reading. Some think that this form of the name is

here used to emphasise the Hebrew character of the writer, and
consequently that also of the recipients of the letter ; but it is diffi-

cult to build such an inference on so slender a basis. The First

Epistle makes no distinction between Jew and Gentile, nor does

the Second. But, if the reading is correct, it is an argument for the

early date of the Epistle, as the form Symeon was not in use in the

second century. Simon is found in The Gospel according to the

Hebrews^ in the Gospel of Peter^ in the fragments of the Ebionite

Gospel (in Hilgenfeld), in the Apostolic Church Order {Duae Viae^

in Hilgenfeld), in the letters of Peter and Clement to James, pre-

fixed to the Homilies^ and regularly in the Homilies themselves.
248
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No instance of Symeon is quoted. If the use of the Hebrew form

here is an archaism, it is very dexterous. For the collocation, Simon
Peter, see note already referred to.

SouXos Kttl dTr<5CTToXos MtjctoG XpiOTOU. Cf. Rom. i. I, IlavXos

8ovA,os 'Irjarov Xpiarov KXryros aTrooToXos : Phil. 1. I, IlavXos koI

TifJioOcos SovXoL ^Irjcrov XptcTTov : Tit. i. I, IlavAos SovA.os ®€ov aTroa--

ToAos Se *Ir}<rov XptcrroO : Jas. i. I, 'IctKw^Sos ®eov /cat Kvptov ^hjaov

'X.pKTTov SovXos : Jude i, 'lovSas *\7]<tov Xpi(TTov 8ovXo<s: Apoc. i. i,

Tw SovA-o) avTov (Xpi(TTov OT ®€ov) Iiodvvrj. AovXo<5 is used of Chris-

tians in general, Acts ii. 18; i Cor. viii. 22 ; Eph. vi. 6; Col. iv. 12
;

2 Tim. ii. 24, and frequently in the Apocalypse. In i Pet. ii. 16

we have SovAot ©eov, but the usual phrase is SovXoi Xpiarrov. They
are slaves of Christ as Lord; the correlative of BovXo^ being fre-

quently KvpL09 (Matt. xxiv. 50). But a more familiar correlative of

SoOAos is Seo-TTorrys, and possibly this is the word that was in St.

Peter's mind (see below, ii. i). The question has been raised

whether " slave of Christ " does not here mean the same as apostle.

The phrase is by no means exclusively used of apostles, as will be
seen from the passages quoted. As. in i Pet. v. i, so here the

writer uses first an expression which puts him on a level with those

to whom he is speaking before he claims a hearing by right of his

apostleship.

ta^Tifioi' (the word is not found elsewhere in the New Testa-

ment) has often been taken to mean " of equal value." So R.V.
" a like (in margin * equally

')
precious faith " ; but the precise sense

is rather "equal in honour," or "privileges." Mr. Field, in his

JVbfes on the Translatio7i of the New Testament^ points out that ti/at}

has the two meanings of value and of honour, and that while iroAv-

n/io? generally follows the first, o/ton/xos and to-ori/xos always follow

the second. 'lo-ort/^tos is specially used of civic equality; thus

Josephus, Ant. xii. 3. i, ev avr^ itq firjTpoTroXeL ^Avrio^uf}. TroAiTcta?

avTOvq rj^LiDcre kol tois ivoLKia-OetarLv I&otlixov? airiSei^e MaKcSocri kol

EAA-jyat : Lucian, Hermot, 24, o-vtiko. fxdXa ttoXlttjv ovra rovroVf

oo-ns av 5, KOL iaoTLfjiov airaa-i (other references in Liddell and
Scott). Probably St. Peter has this civic sense of the word in his

mind. Faith makes those to whom he is writing burgesses in the

•nty of God equally with the apostles.

^\iXv is equivalent to ry 17/uwv. There is much difference of

opinion as to the meaning of this "we." (i) A large number of

commentators take it of Jewish Christians as opposed to Gentile,

quoting Peter's words in Acts xi. 1 7, rr]v la-qv Bwpeav IScdkcv avrot? 6

0€os (US Ktti riixLv. But the Epistle nowhere refers to this dis-

tinction, which, indeed, has nothing to do with the points handled.

(2) "We" might be taken to denote the Church from which the

apostle was writing, and with which he identified himself. This
interpretation, however, is barred by ver. 4, from which it is clear
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that " you " stand in the relation of disciples to " us." (3)
" We,"

according to an ordinary Greek usage, might mean St. Peter alone

;

but there is no reason for thus restricting the pronoun here, and
it will be noticed that when the writer speaks of himself alone he

uses the first person singular (i. 12-15). (4) Bengel, followed by

others, including in recent times Keil, Spitta, von Soden, take the

pronoun to refer to the apostles generally. This gives much the

best sense. Throughout this chapter St. Peter is thinking of the

contrast between the doctrine of the apostles and that of the False

Teachers. "Your faith," he seems to say, "is as honourable as

ours, though you received yours from us and we received ours from

Christ."

XaxoGat. "Sorftfis; non sibi ipsi pararunt," Bengel. Their

faith was given to them by the mercy of God.
iv SiKaioo-uj'T]. As in I Peter (ii. 24, iii. 12, 14, 18, iv. 18), so in

2 Peter (ii. 5, 7, 8, 21, iii. 13), StKatos and SiKaiocrvvr] bear the same
meaning as in the Old Testament. It is therefore quite impossible

to find here any reference to the Pauline doctrine of justification.

*Ev BiKaLoarvvy can hardly be taken with ttlo-tlv. Even if, in Rom.
iii. 25, TTLo-TLs iv Tw ai/jLari avrov meant "faith in His Blood," which

is exceedingly doubtful, " faith in the justice of God " would be a

remarkable expression. Nor can we take as parallels Eph. i. 15;

Col. i. 4; I Tim. iii. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 15, where faith is said to be

in Christ Jesus, for these are merely expressions of the habitual

Pauline thought that the whole life of the believer is in his Lord.

We cannot translate " faith issuing in a righteousness of God " ; for

the preposition will not bear this meaning. Nor, again, can we
translate "faith standing in, or built upon, the (or a) righteousness

of God " ; for if we are to give righteousness here its Pauline sense

of forensic or imputed righteousness, this follows faith, and does

not precede it ; while, if we are to give the word its proper Petrine

sense, faith rests, not on the divine justice, but on the divine goodness.

For this last reason it seems impossible to connect iv SLKaLoavvr]

with Xaxova-L. The verb Aayxavetv implies a gift of favour, and

favours are not received, strictly speaking, from justice. It remains,

therefore, to find the determining word in Ixtotl/jlov, God is Just,

and gives to all Christians equal privileges in His City.

Tou 0£oG iQfxwi' Kai o-uTT]pos 'itjaoO XpioToO. It has been much
disputed whether Two Persons are here spoken of, or only One.

Among recent commentators, Alford, Wiesinger, Briickner, Steinfass,

Huther take the form^ view; Spitta and von Soden, the latter;

Kiihl answers the question with a non liquet. The argument has

two branches, the grammatical and the historical. As regards the

grammar, it may be urged :

I. That the combination of the two substantives under one

article is a very strong reason for regarding the two substantives
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as names of the same person. It is hardly open for anyone to

translate in i Pet. i. 3 6 0cos kol Trarrjp by "the God and Father,"

and yet here to decline to translate o ©cos koI o-dirijp by " the God
and Saviour." This point is rather strengthened than weakened
by the addition of rjfjiiov to ©eo?. It must be admitted that if the

author intended to distinguish two persons, he has expressed him-
self with singular inaccuracy.

2. If the author had intended to distinguish two persons, it

is exceedingly doubtful whether he could have omitted the article

before o-tuT^Jpos. ^lori^p is used in the New Testament of God
or of Christ twenty-three times. Of these instances, two are in

St. Luke's Gospel; one in the Gospel, one in the Epistles of

St. John; two in Acts; one in Philippians, ten in the Pastoral

Epistles of St. Paul; five in 2 Peter; one in Jude. It is used
eight times of God, fourteen times of Christ; one passage. Tit.

ii. 13, is doubted. As used of God, o-wrr/p has the article five

times, and dispenses with it three times (i Tim. i. i, iv. 10,

Jude 25). As used of Christ it is anarthrous in Luke ii. 11
;

Acts V. 31, xiii. 23; I John iv. 14, but in no one of these

passages would the article be in place. In Phil. iii. 20, also,

it is anarthrous, and here possibly the article might have been
used. Yet in this, the only passage where St. Paul uses aonrjp

outside of the Pastoral Epistles, the meaning may very well be
" we expect," not l/ie Saviour, but " a Saviour."

3. But what we have specially to regard is the usage not of

other writers, but of 2 Peter. Five times the author uses (ru>Trjp,

and always in very similar phrases. Here we have tov ©eoO rjfichv koI

a-(DT7Jpo<s *lr](rov Xpicrrov : below, i. II, ii. 20, iii. 18, TOV Kvptov -^fxiov

Koi crwT^pos *Ir](rov Xpicrrov : iii. 2, tov Kvpiov kol (rwnjpos* Though
cTiDT-qp is one of his favourite words he never uses it alone, but
always couples it under the same article with another name. There
is strong reason for thinking that the two names always belong to

the same person ; undoubtedly they do so in four cases out of the

five.

Spitta and von Soden, two very keen critics, regard these argu-

ments as decisive. Alford says, "Undoubtedly, as in Tit. ii. 13
in strict grammatical propriety, both ©cov and croyrrjpo^ would be
predicates of ^Irja-ov XpicrTov. But here, as there, consideration?

interpose, which seem to remove the strict grammatical rendering

out of the range of probable meaning." Yet the first and sovereign

duty of the commentator is to ascertain, and to guide himself by
the grammatical sense.

The historical difficulty may be posed in the words of Kiihl.
" The immediate transfer of ©eos to Christ might find a parallel in

Heb. i. 8, and in the doxologies addressed to Christ in Rom. ix. 5 ;

Heb. xiiL 21; on the other hand, the immediate attributive con-
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nexion of ©co? with 'l-qcrov^ Xpia-ros is without analogy." But there

is really nothing startling in the phrase of 2 Peter, if we think of

John i. I, XX. 28 ; or the three, possibly five, doxologies addressed
indifferently to Christ or Jesus Christ (Westcott, Hebrews^ p. 464),
one of which forms the conclusion of this Epistle ; or the meaning
of " Lord " in i Peter ; or the language of the Apocalypse. DwrT^p

itself is a divine title, transferred without hesitation from Jehovah
to Jesus Christ. But after all, the question is not what other

authors say, but what 2 Peter says.

It may be argued that because 2 Peter is here speaking of one
person, he belongs to the post-apostolic age—to that of Ignatius,

who speaks of Jesus Christ as 6 ©eo? ^/xaiv, Eph.^ Preface (see

Lightfoot's note); but there is no sufficient reason for relegating

this phrase to the second century.

A final strong argument for supposing that St. Peter is here
speaking of One Person only, is that those who consider him to

be speaking of Two have great difficulty in explaining the word
hiKaiotrvvt), Granting for the moment that Two Persons are here

intended, is their righteousness the same, or different? Are we to

say with Wiesinger that God is righteous in so far as He ordained

the Atonement, Jesus Christ in so far as He accomplished it? or

must we not think with Spitta, that the Atonement is not here in

question at all ; because it can hardly be meant that, on the ground
of the Atonement, a faith has been given to the readers of the

Epistle which is lo-prt/to? to that of the writer ? The righteousness

intended is not that which makes atonement, but that which gives

equally. But, if the righteousness is one and the same, it becomes
exceedingly diflficult to keep God and Jesus Christ apart.

2. x^pi-s ^V^^^ ^^^ etpiQnf] itXtj0ui'0€it]. Cf. i Pet. i. 2, where
precisely the same phrase is found. Jude, in his Address (lAcos

v[xxv KoX €Lp7]vrj Kol ayoLTcq 7r\7]OvvO€i7}\ follows the same model, but
loosely.

ToO 06OU Kal 'iTjaoG toG Kupiou r\ji.5>v. So B C K, Theophylact,

Oecumenius, Lachm., Treg., Tisch., WH : N A L, tov ©eoG kol *lr)(Tov

KpLCTTOV TOV Kvpiov r]fxu)V :
j^"* TOV KvpLOV KOL ©cov rjfxiov : P am fu

demid harl corb', tov Kvpiov : a.^" c^*" m^' m^ Syriac, tov KvpLov

rj/jMv 'Irja-ov Xpio-rov : the Sahidic omits the whole verse. There is

great variety of readings here, and all MSS. of 2 Peter are bad (see

Introduction). Spitta, following Bengel, regards tov Kvpiov rjfxiov

as the original out of which all these variants arose, on the grounds
that (i) the phrase is much more likely to have been expanded
than curtailed

; (2) that the object of yvcoo-ts or cTrtyi^oxris, in i. 8,

ii. 20, iii. 18, is Christ alone; (3) that the diplomatic evidence of

the shorter reading is by no means inconsiderable, P, which for

2 Peter has great value, being supported by the Itala, the best MSS.
of the Vu'gate, and the Syriac It should, however, be observed.
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that in regard to 2 Peter, the Syriac is a late and inferior authority.

Further, it is to be observed (4) that from the following words, t^s

6ua<i Swd/xeui^ avroO, it may be inferred, with great probability, that

only one Divine Person was here mentioned. Upon the whole, it

may be said that internal probability is strongly, if not conclusively,

in favour of the shorter reading. External evidence must be left

to the textual critics, but it is certain that there are passages in

2 Peter where no MS. can be relied upon. Zahn, Einleitung^ ii.' 61,

takes the same view as Spitta.

kv eTrtyj'(5(r€t. If we compare vers. 5, 6, 8, there appears to be
a difference intended between yva><rts and €7rtyi/(uo-ts. The former,

as in I Pet. iii. 7, appears to denote good sense, understanding,

practical wisdom ; the latter is used of the knowledge of Christ.

*E7riyv(ocrts is used by Plutarch of scientific knowledge, for instance,

of music ; and St. Peter may mean that the knowledge of Christ is

the master-science, the apxtreKTovLK-q. But, generally speaking, in

the New Testament it is not easy to keep yi/wo-is and cTrtyvojo-is

distinct.

8. <&s, followed by the genitive absolute, may be rendered

"seeing that." May grace and peace be multiplied unto you in

the knowledge of Christ (and I pray this with confidence), seeing

that He has granted unto us (His apostles) all things that conduce
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that called us,

by His own glory and virtue.

TTJs Oeias 8ui^(ifX€(D9 auToG. Christ has Oeia hvva/us because He is

6 ©cos rjfjJav, The phrase is found in an inscription belonging to

Stratonicea in Caria, the date of which is about a.d. 22. It is

published in CIG, ii.. No. 2715a d; and in part in Deissmann,
Bibelstudien^ p. 277, Eng. trans, p. 361. The expression Oda. 8wa/x,ts,

therefore, was current in St. Peter's lifetime. The author of our Epistle

has a tendency to use reverent periphrases for the name of God, as

in ver. 17 below. See Introduction, p. 235. Awa/xts is one of the

leading words of the Epistle; note the emphasis with which it

recurs in ver. 16, Swa/xis /cat Trapova-ia. The 8vva/Ats, power and
majesty, of Christ is the sword which St. Peter holds over the head
of the False Teachers. Christ's divine power has given us apostles

TrdvTa TO, tt/oos ^(nrjv /cat evcreySetav through the knowledge of Him
that called us. When He called us. He gave us the knowledge of

Himself and, through that knowledge as the means, all that fosters

life and Christian conduct.

ToO Kokiaavros iifAas. He that called the apostles was Christ.

Compare Matt. ix. 13, where Christ speaks of Himself as calling

sinners. It was He also that called St. Paul, Acts ix. 5. That this

is the right explanation seems clear from ver. 1 1 below. We are

called by Christ into the kingdom of Christ Again, cTrtyi/wo-ts is

of Christ, vers. 2, 8. Generally speaking, in the New Testament it



254 NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER

is God, not Christ, that calls, but in Rom. i. 6 we have KXrjrot

'lrj(Tov Xpto-ToO.

tSta 8<5§fj
Kttl ApcTTJ. So K A C P, the Versions, Tisch., Lachm.,

Treg. ; B K L, the bulk of later MSS., WH, read 8ta S6$rj<s koI

dp€T^s. " By His own glory and virtue,'* or " by glory and virtue."

The divergence of reading is interesting mainly as showing the

uncertainty of the text. Christ's glory might be called His own,
though He received it from the Father (ver. 17); for what we have
received is our own (i Pet. iii. i), and the glory belongs to Him, cis

yjxepav aiwvos (iii. 18). Von Soden thinks that S6$a and dperi^

correspond to ^(orj and cvo-eySeta : and if this view is taken, they may
be regarded as synonymous with ^eta (^uVt?, and opposed to (f)Oopd

in the following verse. Glory and virtue are the divine nature.

But, as throughout this introduction St. Peter is paving the way for

chaps, ii. and iii., and as it is his habit to introduce words which
he means to explain later on (to-oTt/Ao?, eTrtyvcocrt?, 8vva/xis), it is

very probable that Spitta is right in regarding 86^a as an anticipa-

tion of the reference to the Transfiguration in vers. 16-18. 'Aperrj

means the moral goodness of the 'A/xvos a/xw/Aos koI ao-TrtXos : this

is the idea which the apostle immediately proceeds to develop.

It is remarkable that this familiar Greek word is not used in

its familiar sense of human ethical virtue in the New Testament,
except in Phil. iv. 8, here, and in ver. 5 below. "Virtue" is a

secular and disciplinary term which, owing to the influence of St.

Paul, has never made itself quite at home in theology. Readers of

Butler's Analogy will know how it links itself on to the doctrine of

habit and the idea of moral desert.

In the present passage the word forms a keynote. Christ has

virtue. His disciples must add virtue to faith, but the False Teachers
reject virtue altogether.

All commentators appear to couple tSta So^j; koX aperij with

Tov KaXea-avTos, yet this construction seems extremely difficult. The
moving cause of the call is not glory, but mercy. In i Pet. ii. 9,

the issue, not the ground, of our calling is that we should tell

forth the dpcrat of God. It is much easier to take the datives with

SeBtapYjfMivrjq : His divine power has given us all things by His glory

and virtue, because the attributes are, in fact, the power which
enables Him to bestow the gift. That this is the right construction

seems clear from the following words, Bl S>v (practically equivalent

to ats) BiSioprjTaL,

If but One Person is spoken of in ver. i, and if the shorter

reading is adopted in ver. 2, there can be no doubt that avrov and
TOV KoXia-avTos both refer to Christ. But if Two Persons are men-
tioned in either place, difficulties arise, which are not very easy of

solution. Thus avrov is understood of God by Bengel, de Wette,

Bruckner, Wiesinger, Keil, and others. But the order of the words
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is against this ; and though it is quite natural for the writer, after

calling Jesus Christ " our God," to speak of His " divine power,"

it does not seem quite natural to speak of " the divine power of

God " ; the phrase in this case becomes a mere tautology. Again,

if 86^7] KoX apeTrj belong here to God, we must give up Spitta's

explanation of So^a, which has so much to recommend it, and
deprive aper^ of all direct bearing upon the subject of the Epistle.

As applied to God, dpcr?} or dpcrat means " excellence " (see note

on I Pet. ii. 9), and is practically equivalent to S6$a (Hah. iii. 3

;

Isa. xlii. 8, xliii. 21).

4. 81' Siv . , . 8e8c5pT]Tai. Here, again, the text is in a very un-

satisfactory condition. There is some evidence for 8l ov or 8l ^9,

and throughout the verse the chief MSS. differ in minute points,

especially as to the order of the words ; see Tischendorf. We may
translate, " Whereby He hath granted unto us those precious and
very great promises." AeScopryrat is again middle (Dietlein makes it

passive) ; the subject is better found in -^ Beta Svva/xLs airov than in

6 /caA.€o-as. The antecedent to SC <x)v is S6^a koI ap^r-^. For the use

of the superlative /xeyiora, see Blass, Grammar^ p. 33. The liray-

yeX/AttTtt (the word is peculiar to 2 Peter) are explained in iii. 13

to mean the promise of a new heaven and a new earth, wherein

righteousness dwells. Here, again, we have an instance of St.

Peter's habit of anticipation, and a link between the introduction and
the third chapter. Already the author is thinking of the doubts

about the Parousia.

Hofmann finds the antecedent to St' wi/ in iravTa : but it is not

easy to see how these necessary aids to life and godliness can be

spoken of as the means by which the promises are given. Rather

they are the means by which the promises are held fast.

Xvo. 8id toiJtwi' ^fivxiv^e. Oeias KoifUKol <|>ucr€a)s. " In order that

through these (the promises) ye may become partakers of the

divine nature." Christ has given us the apostles, as first recipients,

custodians, witnesses, these promises, to the intent that you, whose
faith is lo-oTt/Aos with ours, may escape the corruption of lust, and be
made like God. But the "you" is not so emphatic as to require

the insertion of v/>i€ts,

Calvin, de Wette, Bruckner, Hofmann, Spitta refer tovtwv to

Tflt Trpos C<^^»' 'f*^' eva-ipeiav: Bengel found the antecedent in 8o|a

icai ap€Ti]: but ravra can hardly signify anything else than irray-

yeXfiaray which comes so immediately before it.

The word ^€to5, which is here used for the second time, occurs

elsewhere in the New Testament only in Acts xvii. 29, where St.

Paul, speaking to Athenians, aptly speaks of to ^etov, the Deity,

using a phrase familiar to cultivated Greeks. Here Beta (j>va-i<: has

a similar ring ; it belongs rather to Hellenism than to the Bible.

We may compare the Stoic phrase, ivros clvai t^s ^vo-cws rrjs ^etas,
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Stob. Eel. p. 122: or Philo, de Somn. i. 28 (i. 647), XoyiK^? k^koi-

vtiivriKa(TL ^vcctos : or Joseph, contr, Ap. i. 5> ^cias Sokowti /x€T€crxy}K€vai

(fiv(r€oi^, $vcreo)9 av6p<i)7rLvr)<; koivo)V€lv is quoted from an inscription

belonging to the first century before Christ, Deissmann, Bibelstiidien^

p. 284, Eng. trans, p. 368. But it should be noticed that St. Peter's

phrase is neither Stoic nor Platonist. What he says is that the

Christian becomes by grace partaker of the Divine nature. What
the heathen philosopher taught was that all men are so by nature.

Professor Harnack (Chronologie^ p. 469) regards the phrase Octets

Koivwvot cf>vcr€o)<s as one of the proofs that 2 Peter was not written

before the latter half of the second century. The question has been
discussed in the Introduction. Here it may be said that the author

of 2 Peter uses some half-dozen words that were current among
educated men ; that such words as he uses were familiar in the first

century ; that he shows less acquaintance with Hellenism than St.

Luke or St. Paul ; that he is in no sense a philosopher, though this

term might be applied to the author of Hebrews ; that he shows no
acquaintance with the Gnostic controversy in chap. ii. ; and, when
he is speaking of the destruction of the world by fire in chap, iii.,

makes no reference either to Stoicism or to Platonism.

©ems KOLvoivoL <^v(r€(us means very much the same as St Paul's

KOLViovta IIvcv/xaTo?, 2 Cor. xiii. 14; Phil. ii. i. But St. Peter, who *

attaches a very diff'erent sense to Ilvcv/m (see notes on First Epistle),

could hardly use the Pauline phrase.

diro<|)UY(5n-es. They will become partakers of the divine nature,

not by escaping, but after escaping the corruption which is in the

world and resides in desire. 'ATro^cuyciv, which is not used by any

other writer in the New Testament, properly takes the accusative,

as in ii. 20, below, i Peter uses only the plural iTrLOvfxtat. Here and
in ii. 20 K6(riio<s may have an ethical sense which it hardly exhibits

in I Peter. We may notice the classical use of the article, as in

I Pet iii. 3.

6. Kal a^jh toGto %i. "Yes, and (xat ... 8c) for this very

reason," because when we have escaped from corruption the pro-

mises, if we hold them fast and follow them, will make us partakers

of the divine nature. Cf. Xen. Anab. i. 9. 21, koX yap avro tovto

ovTrep avTos €V€Ka ^I'Xcov ^€to SeicrOai, ws crwepyov<s ^X^h '^^'- ctvros

€Tr€ipaTO (Tvvepyoi rots ^tAots Kpa.TicrTO'i etvat, " For, for the very

same reason for which he himself thought that he needed friends

—that he might have helpers—he on his part endeavoured to be

the best of helpers to his friends." So in Plato, aura ravra. vvv

^KOfxeVj "That is the very reason why we have come." This ad-

verbial usage of avTo Towo, which is strictly analogous to that of

t4 is quite classical ; see Kriiger, GriecJu Gram, xlvL 4 ; Blass, p.

271.

irapeia<|>^pciv is " to bring in " or " supply besides." The classical
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phrase is a"7rov^riv troula-Oai, but (rirovS^v cto-^epeiv IS quoted from

Josephus, Ant XX. 9. 2, vaa-av (nrovSrjv lcr<f>€pe(TOaL, from the

Stratonicean inscription (Deissmann, Bibehtudien^ p. 278, Eng.
trans, p. 361).

cirixopTiyeii'. In Athens the State found the chorus, the

Choregus provided all that was necessary for its equipment.

Hence ^py]yCv came to mean generally "to furnish with," "to
supply." The verb is commonly used by the moral philosophers.

Thus Arist. Eth. Nic, i. 10. 15, rots Iktq^ ayaOol^ iKavws Kexopr}'

yrjfiivo^y the natural gifts of man require to be equipped with,

supplemented by external gifts of fortune. Cf. also Diog. Laert.

vii. 128, 6 fxivTOL riavatTios kol IlocrctSwvios ovk avrdpKr) Xeyovai rrjV

apiTrjVy aXXa ;j(p€t'av cTvat ^ao-t koX vyietas koX xop-qyia<i koX icrp^vo?. It

is possible that the word is here used as an ethical term, but it was
commonly employed without any reference to this scholastic applica-

tion, thus Polybins, iii. 68. 8, xop-qyuv to a-TparoTrSov tols CTrtTTySctois,

and it is found in this general sense in 2 Cor. ix. 10 j i Pet iv. 11

;

Gal. iii. 5; Col. ii. 19. In the compound iTnxopyiyeiv the preposi-

tion brings out the idea that the equipment is an addition to the

original stock, but is not really wanted. Later Greek is much
addicted to" the needless emphasis of compound verbs. We should

not omit to notice the Petrine and evangelical contrast between
what God gives and what man adds to the gift. " Confer omnino
parabolam de decem uirginibus, Matth. xxv. Flammula est id

quod nobis absque nostro labore a Deo et ex Deo impertitur : sed
oleum est id quod homo suo studio et fidelitate affundere debet, ut

flammula nutriatur et augeatur. Sic extra parabolam res pro-

ponitur in hoc loco Petrino " (Bengel).

5-7. In the list of excellences which follows we have some-
thing analogous to the Stoic TrpoKOTnj, and it is quite possible that

the writer may have heard of the Stoic doctrine ; the word ttpokotttclv

was current, and is used by St Paul in its Stoic sense in Gal. i. 14.

The moral and spiritual life is regarded as a germ which is expanded
by effort, one step leads on to another, and each step is made by
the co-operation of the human will with the divine. The list begins
with TTtcTTis, practically another name for the divine gift of cTrtyvtoo-t?,

and ends with aydiry}. In Hermas, Vis. iii. 8. i -7, a similar list is

IIio-Tt?, *EyKpar€ta, 'AttXott^s, *'E,Tn<rTrip.ri, "AfcaKta, Sc/xvott^s : these are

daughters one of another. In Sim. ix. 15, Hermas gives a list of

twelve virtues or virgins which begins and ends in the same way.
Harnack refers to Acta Pauli et Theclae, where we find the sequence
7ri(rr69, ^6l3o<if yvwcris, dyaTrrj. In later times Clement of Alex-
andria built his theory of the Two Lives on these passages.

St. Peter is thinking throughout of the False Teachers, whom he
is about to attack.

Faith is to be supplemented by Virtue. See note on ver. 3,

17
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Virtue is right conduct under discipline, by which faith, the prin

ciple or apxj, is developed, good habits are established, and the

mists of passionate desire (iTrtOv/xta) are dissipated.

Thus Virtue leads to Knowledge, not of spiritual mysteries as in

I Cor. viii. i, xiii. 2 ; Col. ii. 2, but of the goodness and reasonable-

ness of the will of God. ^t is that knowledge which makes the

friend as distinct from the servant, John xv. 15.

Knowledge has been taken to mean practical skill in the details

of Christian duty, "die Fiirsichtigkeit, die in alien Dingen das
rechte Mass innezuhalten versteht " (Luther). ** Virtus facit alacres,"

says Bengel, "uigilantes, circumspectos, discretos, ut reputemus
quid aliorum causa sit faciendum uel fugiendum, et quomodo, ubi,

quando."
Knowledge begets Continence, self-mastery, or self-restraint;

the direct opposite of ihe TrXeoveila of the False Teachers.

Continence issues in Patience, which understands that with

God a thousand years are as one day (here St. Peter is looking

forward to chap, iii.)—this in Godliness, a large word (see ver. 3)
summing up the whole of the practical side of the Christian life

—

this again in Love of the Brethren (i Pet. i. 22)—and this again in

'AyaTrry, the love of Christ ( i Pet. i. 8), and in Christ of all mankind.
Faith is here conceived of as in Heb. xi. i, 3, as strong con-

viction, belief which determines action ; this is the heavenly germ,

which, if diligently fostered by obedience, issues in love, the per-

fection of the spiritual life. This is the view of i Peter and of the

sub-apostolic Church.
Aristotle, Efk. Nic. i. 9, starts three questions with regard to

what he calls "happiness": (i) whether it is fiaO-qrbv rj iOicrrovi

(2) whether it comes Kara nva $€Lav fioLpav : or (3) whether it is

8ta Tvxqv. The third is the naturalistic view; the second on the

whole is that of St. Paul ; the first on the whole that of St Peter,

who would say that, given Faith, which comes from God (Kara rtra

^etW fioLpav)f much depends on the " thankworthy " obedience of

man. This is the view of Aristotle himself, as it is also that of

Bishop Butler. It is a view which makes ethical philosophy

possible, because it leaves wide room for human reason and wilL

But there is no cause for supposing that St. Peter derived it from

any other source than that of his own Christian experience.

8. TttuTa ydp, " For, if these things belong to you and increase,

they make you not idle nor unfruitful with respect to the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ." nXcova^w may mean either " to abound "

or " to increase," but Spitta seems to be right in thinking that the

latter sense is preferable here. Otherwise there is little difference

between vTrdpxovTa and -nXiovd^ovTa. There has been much dis-

cussion as to the precise meaning of cts in this passage ; the point

being whether iTrCyvioa-Ls is to be regarded as the end of the Christian
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progress or as its beginning. On the side of the former view is the

R.V., which translates "unto the knowledge"; so de Wette,

Briickner, Huther, Fronmiiller, Steinfass, Kiihl ; on the side of the

second, the A.V. (" in the knowledge "), Bengel, Ewald, Hofmann,
Schott, Weiss, Wiesinger, von Soden, and, substantially, Spitta. The
dispute turns upon the question whether eh is to be taken with the

adjectives or with the verb. Ka^to-ramt eU means "to bring a

person to a place," and we might conceivably translate " these

things bring you, not being idle nor fruitless, unto the knowledge."

But KaOia-TOLvai rwa. apyov means "to make a person idle"; and if

we adopt this construction, d<s with its case will denote that in

respect of which he is idle. The two constructions and the two
translations must not be blended or confused, as they are in the

R.V. KaOCcrrqa-Lv must either mean " bring " or " make." But
now a glance at vers. 2 and 3 will show that the Christian progress

begins with t-Trtyvojcrts (8ia TTjs €7rtyv(oo-€cos) and is in CTrtyvwo-is.

'ETTtyi'wo-t? is the germ which makes progress possible, and is de-

veloped by the progress, but is not represented here as the goal

to which the progress tends. Here, as often, commentators have
been biassed by the desire to bring the language of St. Peter into

exact accordance with that of St. Paul, in Col. i. 10, iv iravrl Ipyw

Kap7ro(l)opovvT€<s Kox av^avofxevoi eU t^v cTrtyvtocrii/ tov ®eov. The tWO
apostles do not disagree here ; for this knowledge, which grows
with our growth, might very well be said to be the issue of all our

strivings. But it is also their root, and this is the point which St.

Peter wishes to bring out.

This verse is quoted in the Epistle of the Churches of Lyons
and Vienne, Eus. H. E.v. i. 45, 6 8c Sta fiia-ov xaipos oi>K d/oyos

avTots ovSe aKapTros cytvero.

9.
(f

yap H-^ irdpeari xauTa. The words are equivalent in sense

to w yap jXTj xnrdp^(€L ravra koI TrXcova^ci, as tt;<^A.os, p.v(07ra^(uv, X'qOrjv

\a/3u>v to dpyos kol aKapTros. But the group of epithets in this verse

gives the cause of the barrenness, and forms a second indictment

against the False Teachers. They are not only barren trees (Luke
xiii. 6), but they are blind leaders of the blind (Matt. xv. 14).

Tu<|>X6s. He is blind because he has lost the light of the

€7rtyvo){ns of Christ which was given to him (ver. 3), and thus has

never attained to yvwo-ts.

jxuwird^wi/. The correct form of this verb appears to be either

IxvioTTid^eiv (cf. vTrcuTTtd^ctv), or fxviiiiriiv (cf. o^viHTreZv). Suidas has in

one place pvojTrd^cti/, in another p,voo7rtd^etv. Commentators, follow-

ing Beza and Budaeus, refer to Arist. Problem, xxxi. 16. 25; but
though Aristotle there describes the /xvwi/^, he does not use
/Liv(D7rd^€tv, nor does the verb appear in the Index of Bonitz.

Mvwi/^ means "short-sighted"; /xvayTrd^etv, "to be short-sighted."

The characteristics of a short-sighted man are that he sees things
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dimly, or that he sees what is close at hand more distinctly than
what is far off. The first gives tolerable sense, but many commen-
tators prefer the second ; the purblind see earth far more clearly

than heaven (Beza, Grotius, Estius, de Wette, Huther), or sees

that he is a member of the Church, and does not see clearly how
and on what conditions he became one (Hofmann).

Wolf, Bochart, Spitta, and von Soden take fivonf/ to mean " one
who shuts his eyes" and will not see. But /xvtui/r never has this

sense, though it is derived from /xvw, and means properly "blinking."

This explanation is dictated by the wish to find a climax in tv</)Xos,

fxvdyTrd^wv : but it is not necessary to suppose that St Peter was a
skilled rhetorician.

The Vulgate translates manu tentans^ like a blind man, feeling

his way with outstretched hand. It is difficult to see how this

explanation, which represents the Greek i/^7/Xa</)cov, arose.

P reads /AvoTra^wv, which seems to imply a false derivation from
/Ltvs and oTn; (fjivw-nria for " a mouse-hole " is found). Hence Oecu-
menius says, fxvojTra^uv Se to rvc^XcoTretv etprjraLy airo twv vtto rrjv y^V

fivitiv Tv<f>Xu)v CIS oLTrav SiareXovvTojv. In this way Erasmus explained
the translation of the Vulgate, " manu uiam tentans, deducta a
muribus metaphora, qui parietem, aut tabulam, aut si quid aliud

obuium fuerit, sequi solent, donee cauum nacti fuerint* See
Suicer, /xvoTra^o).

\Y\Br\v Xa^oiv. "Because he has forgotten"; cf. Josephus, Anf.
ii. 9. 1, Slol xpovov iJLrJKo<s X.T]Or)v AaySovrcs : Athen. xii. 24, p. 523 A,
01 fxcTOL TOVTOV^ XxjO-qv Xa/36vT€<i TTJs KprjTiov Trepl tov /3lov ev/coor/^tta?.

Thucydides, ii. 49. 5, has rovs Be koI Xyd-q eA-aya^avc, " forgetfulness

came upon " the sufferers from the plague. Bengel and von Soden
would translate " having chosen to forget," but the notion of wilful-

ness does not seem to lie in the phrase.

Tou Ka0apia(xou tC}v irdXai auTou dp.apTiwi^. " The cleansing from
his old sins" in Baptism. Cf. i Pet. iii, 21, a-w^ei ^aTTTta/Aa, ov

crapKO's a-jToOeaL'^ pvirov ctAXa crwctST^creoos dya6^<s iTrepwrrj/xa ets ©cov.

The reference to Baptism is made certain by the word TraXat : all

previous sins were cleansed at that time. Here as in i Peter " sin
"

is concrete, and there is no necessary implication of birth-sin. The
cleansing is based upon the sacrificial Death of Christ (i Pet. i. 18,

ii. 24, iii. 18), and is conditioned by kA^o-cs kol cxAoyi}, and by
the faith and repentance of the cleansed {arwcLS^a-em ayaOrjs

€7r€pwT?7/xa), but is conveyed by a definite act.

But what is it precisely that the False Teacher has forgotten ?

First, no doubt, the fear which attaches to the remembrance of the

price of Redemption (i Pet. i. 1 7-19). But does St. Peter mean also

that the special cleansing of Baptism cannot be repeated? This
sense may be found in Heb. x. 26 and in 2 Pet. ii. 20-22. There
are passages in i Peter which seem to mean that the cleansing of
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ordinary sins, such as no Christian can avoid, is to be found in

suffering (i Pet. ii. 21, iii. 14, iv. i, 16). We might say that in

Hebrews, i and 2 Peter, Christlike suffering for righteousness' sake

is the condition of post-baptismal cleansing. Out of these

passages arose the Novatian schism, the question agitated by
Hermas, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, whether /xeravota was
admissible after Baptism, and, if so, how often, and the whole system

of Penance. These consequences could hardly be drawn from the

Pauline Epistles.

10. 816 ^laWov. " Wherefore the more.** STrovSao-arc repeats the

exhortation cnrovSrjv TrSo-av TrapiunveyKavres, but two additional

reasons for diligence have been given in vers. 8 and 9 ; hence the

fwXXov,

o-irou8(£aaTe. Here as above {hrixpp'rrn^^-'^^i ver. 5) and again

in iii. 14 the aorist imperative, which properly refers to a single

definite action, as in Sore fioi tovto, is wrongly used for the present

The same grammatical inaccuracy is very common in i Peter

(il 13, iv. 1-7, V. 8).

TToiciaOai. The middle voice signifies " to make for yourselves.**

Here again the necessity for the co-operation of the human will is

very strongly expressed. Christ has called and elected the

brethren ; it rests with them to hold fast the gift

For cKXoyTJ see note on i Pet i. i. Here as there probably
the corporate sense predominates ; it denotes selection for a place

in the yeVos Ik\€kt6v. Ideally selection precedes the call or invita-

tion, which must always be addressed to individuals. Men are

called out of darkness into light (i Pet. ii. 9), out of the Flood into

the Ark, or, like Abraham, out of an earthly home to the pilgrim

life. All Christians have been called and selected, otherwise they

would not be Christians, but they must " work out their own salva-

tion " (Phil. ii. 12). St Paul adds ©cos yap ianv 6 ivcpydv ev vfuv

KOL TO 6iX.€Lv Kal TO ivcpyiiv VTrkp rrjs cvSoKt'as. St. Peter doeS not
add this qualification, though he goes on to remind his hearers that

the reward is a divine gift

ou fAT) -nraiariTl troT€. " Ye shall never stumble.** The apostle

does not mean "ye shall never sin"—for in this sense we all

stumble (Jas. iii. 2). He is thinking of the onward march along the

King's highway, and the final entry into the kingdom. Ye shall

come safe to the journey's end. " Ut quouis tempore, inoffenso

pede, non tanquam ex naufragio uel incendio, sed quasi cum
triumpho intrare possitis " (Bengel).

11. €TrtxopT)YTj0T)o-€Tai. The repetition of the verb from ver. 5
brings out with great emphasis the response of God's grace to man's
faithfulness.

Dietlein, Spitta, von Soden, Kiihl find in the verb an allusion

to the rich ornaments with which the chorus was provided by the
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choregus for its entry upon the stage ; but it is hardly probable that

the ancient significance of xop^yyetv was present to St. Peter's mind.
U\ov(rL<ii<s finds its adequate explanation in the manifold graces of

God (i Pet. iv. lo), the rtju-ta koI jueyto-ra CTrayycA/xara of ver. 4.

As man supplements the gift of God by ceaseless endeavour, so

God supplements man's faithful efforts by a rich and final gift.

Thus (Matt. XXV.) the man travelling into a far country delivers the

talents to his servants, returns to take account, and calls those who
have made due profit into the joy of their Lord. As in i Peter, the

thought is purely evangelical; there is no trace of metaphysical

speculation.

The eternal kingdom is that of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ—this the writer says without reserve or qualification. The
expression justifies the view taken above of 6 ®eos 17/xwv, of ^cia

8wa/Ai9, and of 6 fcaXeVa?. Christ calls us into the kingdom, because

it is His own. We are reminded especially of Luke i. 33, kol

/3acrtA.€vo-€t €7rt tov oTkov 'laxo)^ cts tovs aiwvas, koX Trj<s ^ao-tA,€tas

avTov ovK ea-rai tcA-os. The kingdom of God or of heaven is also

called the kingdom of Christ in Matt. xiii. 41, xvi. 28, xx. 21 ; Luke
xxiii. 42 ; John xviii. 36. In Luke xxii. 30 the kingdom is given to

the Son by the Father. Cf. Heb. i. 8 ; Apoc. xix. 16. To none of

these writers does the phrase suggest any difficulty; but on this

point, as on so many others, St. Paul speculates, i Cor. xv. 24.

The end of Christian pilgrimage is the crossing of Jordan and
entrance into the Promised Land, the patrimony, the salvation

ready to be revealed (i Pet. i. 4, 5), the kingdom of Christ. There
is in 2 Peter the same attitude of expectancy as in i Peter.

Obviously the kingdom of Christ does not here mean the Church
upon earth. But the word cKKXiyo-ia is not found in either the First

or the Second Epistle. See Hort, T/ie^ Christian Ecclesta, p. 221.

Even in the Gospels the kingdom is frequently spoken of as

future. Outside of the Gospels it is seldom regarded as realised

upon earth, though we find such passages as Col. i. 13 ; Apoc. i. 6

;

I Pet. ii. 9. In post-apostolic writers the future sense seems to be
universal ; see Clem. Rom. xlii. 3 ; 2 Clem. v. 5, ix. 6, xi. 7, xii. i

;

Barn. iv. 13, vii. 11 ; Herm., Sim. ix. 12. 3 ; Ignatius, Eph. xvi. i

;

Polycarp, v. 3 ; Mart Polycarpi^ xxii. i.

The phrase aiwvcos /Sao-tA-cta does not recur in the New Testa-

ment. It is one of the few salient phrases in this Epistle, and is

quoted in the Mart. Polycarpi^ xx. 2. The word aiwvtos might be
included in the list of St. Peter's philosophical terms, for the

distinction between aiwv and ^6vo% is an important commonplace
in later Platonism. Yet aLiovLo<; is a common word in the New
Testament, and it would be absurd to cite it as an indication 01

Hellenism, except in so far as Hellenism may mean any degree of

education whether large or small.
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12. 8i<5. Here St. Peter passes to a fresh point which completes

his introduction. The faith of his readers is io-oti/aos with that of

the apostles, because it embraces all that conduces to life and

godliness ; it must be developed by effort which leads to virtue, not

to licence; without effort none shall enter into the kingdom ol

Christ.

From this point to the end of the chapter he insists upon the

truth of this faith. It rests upon the evidence of eye-witnesses, of

whom he himself was one ; and upon that of the Hebrew prophets,

but the prophets must not be misunderstood.
" Wherefore I shall always put you in remembrance." McAAw

with the infinitive in the New Testament is frequently merely used

for the future indicative ; the grammar is breaking up, and there is

a tendency to form tenses by the use of auxiliaries as in low Latin.

The future fxeXXrja-a) is found also in Matt xxiv. 16, where /u,cAA^o-€t«

oLKovetv is neither more nor less than aKova-eaOe, Suidas, however,

explains /xeAXr^o-o) by cnrovSdau}^ ^poi^Tto-w, and the R.V. translates

"I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance." The
rendering of the A.V., *' I will not be negligent," represents ovk

dixeX-^a-w, a variant supported by K L, the bulk of the later MSS.,
and the Syriac.

The words iv rfj irapovaji aX-qOda are explained by ciSoVas, the

things which they know are the truth which is present to them.

'EcmipLy/jL€vov9 iv is a much stronger phrase than ctSoras :
" ye not

only know them, but are established in them," ye know them and

do them. Truth here embraces not only moral truth,—the necessity

of growth from Trtorts to dyaTn^,—but historical or doctrinal truth

opposed to (T€(TOcf>L(Tfl€VOL fXvOoL,

13. 8iKaio>' i^YoC|ULai. "I deem it right"; it is my bounden
duty as an apostle. '£</>* oo-ov, "so long as "; cf. Matt. ix. 15 ; the

oaov is neuter. 2KrJvw/>ta, "a tent"; this metaphor for the body
suits well with the general conception of life as a pilgrimage,

I Pet. i. T, ii. II. St. Paul uses (rKrjvo<s in the same sense 2 Cor. v. i.

The apostles derived the metaphor from the history of the Patriarchs,

but according to Clement of Alexandria, Strom, v. 14. 94, Plato

also called the body yrjivov o-k^vos.

Sieyetpctj' iv uTrofjinf]<r€i. " To Stir you by a reminder " is a phrase

that recurs iii. i. The iv is probably instrumental (a Hebraistic,

not a Greek use).

14. €t8ws oTt TttxiKi^ ioTiv ^ dir<50eats toG <rKt]i'(5fiaT<5s jxou.

** Knowing that the putting off of my tent cometh swiftly." It has

been disputed whether " swiftly " here means " suddenly " or ** soon."

Either explanation is possible, and either yields good sense. If the

apostle means that he is to die soon, there was great reason why he
should be earnest in admonition. If he means that he is to die

suddenly {i.e. by violence), the necessity for insistence is still the
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same. "Qui diu aegrotant," says Bengal, "possunt alios adhuc
pascere. Crux id Petro non erat permissura." In John xxi. 18 our
Lord foretold that Peter should die a violent death orav yrjpda-ri^.

If the apostle was yipuyv when he wrote this Epistle, he would feel

that this prophecy must soon be accomplished. The point must
be left to the reader's judgment. "Atto^ccti?, "putting off," is a

word that suits a garment rather than a tent. The two images are

blended in much the same way by St Paul, 2 Cor. v. 2-5.

Kttdojs . . . cSi^Xwa^ fjLot. The most natural explanation of these

words is to be found in John xxi. 18, 19. An argument has been
raised against the authenticity of 2 Peter on the ground that the

author here quotes the most suspected chapter of a very late gospel,

but all that he does is to refer to a prophecy of our Lord's, which is

probably that recorded by St. John. Spitta insists that the passage

in the Johannine Gospel is not here in question at all, on the

ground that there our Lord foretold that St. Peter should die in a
particular way, by crucifixion, while in the prophecy here referred to

the apostle had been warned that his death should happen soon.

Hence Spitta thinks that St. Peter is alluding to some saying of our

Lord's which has not been preserved elsewhere.

15. oirouSdo'a) . . . jjun^jXYji' TroietaSai. " And I will take pains

also that as occasion requires ye may be able after my death to call

these things to remembrance." ^TrovSda-oi is late Greek for (nrovSai-

a-ofxai, and ex^iv should be oirws €^€T€ : see Blass, p. 225. 'Exao-TOTc,

"at each time," "whenever the need arises," as often as similar

errors are propagated. "E^oSo?, "death," as in Luke ix. 31 (in the

account of the Transfiguration), and in the Letter of the Churches
of Vienne and Lyons, Eus. II. E. v. i. 36, 55. The word means
properly "end" or "close," so Xen. Hell. v. 4. 4, Itv eldSw t^s

dpx^s* Hence it is used by later writers of the end or close of life,

but only with the defining genitive, Josephus, Ant iv. 8. 2, he

€$68(0 Tov ^rjv.

Is this promise fulfilled by the writing of this present Epistle, to

which the readers would be able to turn, whenever need arose, after

the writer was dead and gone ? This is the explanation of Bengel,

Wiesinger, Dietlein, Schott, von Soden, Kiihl ; but it is excluded by

the future o-TrovSttorcu. The sense seems clearly to be " I will myself

remind you, so long as I live (as I am doing by this Epistle) ; and
further, I will take care that after my decease you shall constantly

be able to refresh your memory as to my teaching." What he

promises is something that will show that his teaching did not rest

upon cr€(TO(f>L(rfx€voL fxvdoLy but on historical fact, and this promise

cannot be thought to be wholly redeemed by the brief reference here

made to the Transfiguration.

Huther thought the meaning to be that St. Peter would establish

a succession of teachers, who after his death would keep alive the
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knowledge of the truth. But it seems clear that what is promised
is a document, to which his disciples would be able to turn and
confirm their belief.

In very early times it seems to have been thought that the

words pointed to the Gospel of St. Mark. Irenaeus, iii. i. i, /xcra

Se Tr]v TOVTUiV i^oSov Ma/)/co9, 6 fJuaOyJTrjs kol epjxrfViVTr}i Ilerpov, kol

avros TO, VTTO Ilerpov Krjpva-aoixeva iyypd(f>oi<s irapafiiSwKe, Here Grabe
cannot possibly be right in taking e$oSov to mean the departure of

the apostles from Rome. That the statement of Irenaeus rests

upon the present passage appears partly from the use of the word
t$oSosj and partly from the way in which St. Peter's words are

misunderstood. The apostle does not say that the document of

which he is speaking should be written after his death, but that it

should be written so as to be of use after his death. It is possible

that Irenaeus added from 2 Peter the words /xeTa rrjv tovtwv €$o8ov

to information which he gathered from Papias, Eus. H, £, li, 15, 2,

iii. 39. 15 ; but probably he found them in Papias.

Certainly no document would redeem the apostle's promise so

well as a gospel ; and if a gospel is meant, the reference can hardly

be to any other than that of St. Mark.
It seems highly probable that the composition of the later

pseudonymous Petrine literature, the Apocalypse^ Gospel of Peter

^

Preaching of Peter^ and other books, was suggested by these words.

If so, the fact goes to prove that 2 Peter was well known, and
regarded as authentic in very early times. It seems hardly likely

that such extensive liberties would have been taken with the name
of Peter, unless there were a phrase, in a writing generally recognised

as his, which gave plausibility to the forgery. Hence we may see

in the present passage a reason for dating 2 Peter at any rate before

any of the extra-canonical Petrine books.

16. ou Y^p o-6ao(t>iafx^i'ois jjluGois €|aKoXou0T^aa»T€S . • . irapouo'tat'.

*' For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Mv^os by itself might mean merely "fables," such as the legendary

history of the heathen gods, " false tales," " fictions " ; and this may
be the meaning of the word where it occurs in the Pastorals, i Tim.
i. 4, iv. 7; 2 Tim. iv. 4; Tit. i. 14. Yet even there it may, and
here the addition of creo-o<^to-p,ei/oi shows that it must, bear the later

sense of " a fiction which embodies a truth," " an allegorism." The
False Teachers, or some of them, must have maintained that the

Gospel miracles were to be understood in a spiritual sense, and not

regarded as facts. But they differ from the False Teachers alluded

to in the Pastorals, inasmuch as they do not appear to have intro-

duced any " myths " of their own. They were therefore not

Gnostics, as Dietlein and Baur supposed ; their TrAaorot Aoyoi were
simply allegorical explanations of the gospel ; they denied the literal
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sense, but professed to hold fast the spiritual. It is obvious how
this mode of exegesis might be applied to the Second Advent.

eyi/wpicrafjiei'. "We made known." St. Peter does not say

that he himself had taught the readers of the Epistle, nor does his

phrase necessarily imply that any of the Twelve had done so

personally. All that he means is that the teaching which these

people had received had come to them mediately or immediately

from apostles.

8oVafAi»' Kal irapouaiai' are keywords to the second and third

chapters respectively. For Swa/^t? compare ver. 3 above ; and for

the connexion between Swa/^t? and Trapovo-tia, see Matt. xxiv. 30.

dW cTTOTTTai y€Vii\Bivr€S "njs iKelvou jxeyaXeioTTjTos. " But we had
been eye-witnesses of His majesty," and that is why we taught you
what we did. 'ETroTmys is equivalent to avTOTrr???, Luke i. 2

;

compare the use of cTroTrrcvo), i Pet. ii. 12, iii. 2. It was unneces-

sary for St. Peter to state that three only of the apostles had
actually been present. McyaXetorrys (Luke ix. 43; Acts xix. 27;
/txcyoActa, Luke i. 49; Acts ii. 11) is the majesty of Christ which
directly involves His Svvafxi?. For the future Parousia no ocular

testimony could be adduced, but as the Second Coming is the

aTTOKaXvij/i^ Tr}s 80^775 Xptorov, 1 Pet. iv. 1 3, no apter confirmation

could be found than the revelation of glory at the Transfiguration.

It is to be observed that St. Peter uses the Transfiguration to prove,

not the irapova-la, but the credibility of the apostles who had preached

the Trapova-Lo. If we may suppose, what is by no means improbable,

that the False Teachers, while explaining away the Resurrection,

admitted the historical truth of the rest of the Gospel, we can see

a strong reason for St. Peter's choice of this particular incident.

17. Xap^K ydp. "For having received from God the Father

honour and glory, such a voice having been borne to Him by the

magnificent glory. This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased." The sentence is anacoluthic, XajSwv having no finite

verb. <I>a)v^ ^eperaC tlvl vtto is a singular phrase. MeyaXoTrpeTn^s

is found Deut. xxxiii, 26; 2 Mace. viii. 15, xv. 13; 3 Mace. ii. 9.

*H /AeyaAoTrpeTT^s So^a is a reverential paraphrase for God; Oeia

Swa/Ats, ver. 3, Oeta <fivcn<s, ver. 4, belong to the same class of

expressions of which there are many instances in Jewish apocrypha.

Spitta quotes Tesf. Levi^ 3, Iv toJ dvcorcpco (ovpavw) Trdm-div KaraXvei

YjfjLcyaiXy] 86$a : Ascensio lesaiae^ xi. 32, "et uidi quod sedit a dextera

illius magnae gloriae": Enoch xiv. 18, 20, "And I looked and saw
therein a lofty throne . . . and the Great Glory sat thereon"; so

also cii. 3,
" And will seek to hide themselves from the presence of

the Great Glory." Clement of Rome, ix. 2, also has the phrase,

possibly borrowed from 2 Peter, drei/tcrw/tcv €ts rows reXcioDS AciTovpyT/-

(rai/ras rrj /xeyaAoTrpcTrct 80^17 avrov : but he may have taken it direct

from Enoch; see Lightfoot's note. The expression again throws
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light upon o ®€09 Yj^wv ; the Great Glory is God, whom no man hath

seen ; Christ is our God, God who hath condescended to become
visible.

Wiesinger and Spitta are probably right in identifying fxeyaXo-

7rp€'7rr]<i B6$a with the v€<f>i\ri (fxtireLvrj (the Shechinah) of Matt. xvii. 5.

The sentence is anacoluthic. St. Peter has not added the verb

which he intended, and it is not possible to say what it was. The
Heavenly Voice arrests his attention and becomes the main object

of his thought, because it leads him on to speak of the other voice,

that of prophecy. This has led some commentators to accuse him
of having begun by promising ocular evidence, and ended by giving

aural. The actual vision is described by the words AaySwv TLfxr]v koI

S6$aVy which represent tXafxiJ/ev to Trpocrwirov avTOv ws 6 ^Xtos, Ttt Sk

IfxaTLa avTov lyivero XtvKo. ws to t^tog. Some, again, have created a

discrepancy with the evangelical narrative by making ivexOitair]^

come before Xa^wv in point of time ; thus St. Peter is made to say

that the voice preceded the Transfiguration, whereas in the Gospels

it follows. This, however, is quite arbitrary ; the temporal relation

of the participles is not to one another, but to the main verb. See,

for instance, Thuc. iv. 133, 6 vews t^s "Hpas cv "Apyet KarcKav^iy,

XpvcrtiSos T^s i€p€6a5 X.VXVOV Tiva 6€Lar]<s rjiifxivov Trpos to. aTefjLfjMTa koL

iiriKaTaSapOovarqs. Chrysis did not fall asleep before she set the

lamp near the garlands. Here there is no koI between Xa^tav and
cvex^cwnyg, but this makes no difference; the order of the events

denoted by the participle is fixed, not by their tense, but by their

sequence.

The first clause of the Voice is not quite certaia B has 5 vios

fiov 6 dyaTn^Tos fiov ovros iamv (so WH, Tisch. vii.): P, ovtos iariv

6 vios fJiov 6 ayainjTo^ ovtos iariv : X A C K L, ovtos cotlv 6 vios

fjLov 6 ayaTrrjTos. This last reading, though the best attested, may
be due to copyists who remembered the words as given by Matt
xvii. 5 and Mark ix. 7, 18. Peter omits okovctc avrov, which is

found in all three Synoptists. He omits also the vision of Moses
and Elias. His account appears to be quite independent of the

Gospel text.

18. Kal rauTtii' , . , dyiw. ** And this voice we heard borne from
heaven, being with Him in the holy mount." The mountain was
made holy by the theophany.

19, Kal exojjici' ^e^aiirrepov , , . KapSiais ufxuK. ** And even surer

is the word of prophecy which we have, whereunto ye do well to

take heed, as unto a lamp giving light in a squalid place, till the

day break and the day star arise in your hearts." The testimony

of the prophets is one, because it all testifies of Christ, His suffer-

ing, and His glory, i Pet. i. 10. For KaXS? Trotctre, followed by the

participle, cf. Acts xv. 29. *Ev avxfj-r}p<S tottcp : the light shows up
the filth, and makes cleansing possible. The Vulgate renders in locc
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caliginosOf in a dark place ; but avxf^rjpos does not appear to beai

this sense, though Aristotle uses it of dark or dirty-looking colour

(ircpt xp^A^ctTijoi/, iii. p. 793. 11). Be/3aioT€pov is predicative.

It seems at first sight strange that St. Peter should speak of the

voice of prophecy as even more certain than the voice of God. It

was, however, the same voice, and, for the apostle's present pur-

pose, it was even more certain and conclusive. The voice at the

Transfiguration was not Xvxvos ^aCv<Mv iv avxMpw totto) : it conveyed

no moral lesson. What St. Peter desires, in addition, is a word
that strikes directly and conclusively at Libertinism, and this he
finds in Hebrew prophecy.

Augustine took the meaning to be " surer to you." You were

not on the Mount as we were, and you may not unreasonably

think the word of the old prophets more trusty than ours; in

Johann, Tract, xxxv. 8; Serm. xxvii., de uerb. Apost. vol. v. p.

149 C. But, if this were the meaning, we should have expected

€X€T€, as Alford says.

Modern commentators almost universally take the view ex-

pressed in the translation of the R.V. "And we have the word
of prophecy made more sure," that is to say, the testimony of the

prophets is confirmed by the voice from heaven. But it is very

doubtful whether the Greek will bear this meaning, which could

have been expressed quite easily by koL outws /Sc/Jatovrai. The verb

P^Paiovv, or the substantive /Je/Satcoons, bear the sense of "confirm,"

"confirmation"; but ySe/Satos in classical Greek always means
"firm," "steady," "sure." This is its meaning also in the New
Testament; see 2 Cor. i 7; Heb. ii. 2, iii. 6, 14, vi. ig; 2 Pet
i. 10. Even in Rom. iv. 16, p^^aia cTrayyeXta, and Heb. ix. 17,

ftefSata SiaOrJKrj, the meaning is " valid," not " ratified." The same
is true of the passages quoted by Mr. Field in his JVbfes on the

Translation of the New Testament^ Charit. Aphrod. iii. 9, Kayw

f^ejSaLorepov eaxov to Oappeiv, my courage was firmer; Chaeremon
in Stobaeus, P/or. Ixxix. 31, ^cySatorepav ex€ t^v <j!>iA.tav Trpos tous

yov€ts, let your love be stronger; Isocrates, ad Demon, p. 10 A,

wcrT€ crot <rv/Aj8i;(rcTai irapa t€ tw TrXi^Oei fiaWov evSoKLfxcLV kol rrjv Trap*

iK€Lv<ov evvoiav ySe/Jatorepav cx^tr. But in the present passage St.

Peter is not comparing different degrees of certainty in the prophetic

word, but the word of prophecy with the word of the Transfigura-

tion. Again, the apostle could hardly make a point of the con-

firmation of prophecy ; it needed no confirmation ; it was fulfilled

by the gospel, but not proved ; on the contrary, it was regarded as

a proof of the gospel. The most natural view is that he is here

appealing to a second witness, which, for the purpose of the second

chapter, is even stronger than his first. See Dr. Plummer's note.

It may seem remarkable that St. Peter does not appeal to the

prophecies of our Lord Himself, though Matt. xxiv. would have
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suited his purpose. But to the apostle the Old Testament is as

much the voice of Christ as the New ; and having glanced at the

latter, he turns quite naturally to the former, where a rich store of

instances lay ready to his hand. Further, if the False Teachers

denied the Parousia, they must also have denied that our Lord
foretold it.

hiauydleiv occurs in Aquila's version of Job xxv. 5. St. Peter

is probably thinking of the Song of Songs ii. 17, iv. 6, Iws ov

SiaTrvevarj 17 17/xepa kol kivtjOCxtlv at o-Kiat. The beautiful word cfiwcr-

(fiopos is probably suggested by Ps. cix. (ex.) 3, ck yaa-rpos irpo

kwat^opov lyivvqiTa ere. The words irpo kui(T<l>6pov caused a dis-

tinction to be made between €(Da<p6po<: and <^wo-<^o/309, which in

Greek poetry are identical. Hence, Hippolytus, J^ef. Omn. Haer.

X. 33 (ed. Duncker, p. 540), calls our Lord y\ Tvpo kmcr^opov cfxoa--

<f>6po<s ^(ovry, evidently explaining 2 Peter. Compare also Luke i. 78,

avaroXr] ii v\J/ovs. Dr. Plummer refers also to Apoc. xxii. 16.

Why is the Christian to give heed to prophecy till the day star

arise in his heart ? St. Peter cannot mean " till you are converted,"

for he is addressing Christians. Some commentators, taking vers.

5-8 as the key, think that the apostle is speaking of the day when
faith is made perfect in love. But it is more probable that the day
of the Parousia is meant. The voice of prophecy, which is the

voice of Christ, will guide men to the end. The expression "arise

in your hearts " need not be regarded as an objection to this ; it

may be taken to denote the dyaXAtao-ts which the day will bring.

20. TouTo irpwTOi' yiv'wo-Koi'Tes is best regarded as a grammatical

irregularity; see below, iii. 3, where the phrase recurs without a

finite verb. Here it might, with little difficulty, be connected with

KoAws Troietre '7rpo(re)(OVTe<s.

iraaa Trpo<|)T)Teia Ypa<j)T]s is to be taken of the Old Testament
prophecies alone. For eVtXvo-ts, " interpretation," compare imXveiVf

Mark iv. 34. Both the noun and verb are common in the Clemen-

tine Homilies (see the Index published by the Lightfoot Trustees)

;

Clem. Alex. Strom, vi. i. i, l-KCKvriov to. TrpoaTropovfxeva : pseudo-

Justin, Expos. Rect. Fidei^ tom iiraTropi^creLS hnXviroi. The words
are indeed familiar in later Greek ; a classic would use the simple

Xveiv, Xva-L<5. PtVerat cannot possibly be translated, as by Alford,

"comes from," "springs out of." The word in the New Testa-

ment constantly means no more than "is"; if here we are to

keep its proper sense, we must render, " does not fall to," " does not

come under," private interpretation.

You do well to study the prophets, but first you are to observe

that you must not interpret them just as you hke. There is a right

way and a wrong. Jews denied the Christian applications of pro-

phecy, and the False Teachers wrested the Epistles of St. Paul and
"the rest of scripture" (iii. 16) to their own destruction. St. Peter
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warns his people that they may read the Bible amiss, and that

therefore they need a guide. That scripture required to be
" opened " was the universal belief of the primitive Church. They
were opened by Christ (Luke xxiv. 45 ; Apoc v.) or His ministers

—as by Peter, Acts ii., or by Philip, Acts viii. 30, or by ApoUos,
Acts xviii. 28.

Who were the rightful interpreters of scripture St. Peter does
not say. If he had been asked the question, he might have answered
in the words of William of St. Theoderic (used by a Kempis, De
Imit. i. 5),

" Quo enim Spiritu scripturae factae sunt, eo Spiritu legi

desiderant."

Other explanations of St Peter's phrase—that (i) the prophets

themselves could not interpret their own prophecies, or that (2) they

did not, in fact, interpret them—may be set aside without hesitation.

21. ou ydp . . . afOpwiroi. It is not of private interpretation.

For, as prophecy was not given by the will of man, so neither can

it be explained by the will of man. God gives both the vision and
the interpretation thereof (Gen. xl. 8, xli. 16).

iroW. " In the old days," as A.V. ; cf. John ix. 13 ; Rom. vii. 9,

xi. 30. St. Peter is thinking solely of the Hebrew prophets. R.V.

and many commentators take irork with ou, was never at any time

given ; but this is against the order of the words.

^vi^r\. " Was borne " (as in ver. 18), came from heaven to man.
<^€p6|jL€i'oi. " Carried along by the Holy Ghost," as a ship by

the wind (Acts xxvii. 15, 17). Here the Spirit is the wind (Acts

ii. 2
; John iii. 8). Similar metaphors are used of inspiration by

the heathen writers ; thus Plutarch, de def, Orac. 40, to h\ fiavriKov

pevfia KOL TTvevfia OecoTarov co-ri kol ocriwrarov. But the word
which Plutarch applies to the inspired prophet is kii/ov/acvos. Philo

commonly speaks of the prophet as 6io4>opryros ; see Quis rerum div.

heres, 52 (i. 510).

eXdXiriaai' diro ©ecu avOpwTToi. " Men spoke from God " ; as mouth-
pieces of God, not by their own will. The reading here is uncertain.

B P, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic, Tisch., WH have oltto 0€ov avOpoiTrot

:

C, ttTTO ©€ov aytot avOpwiroi : i< K L, Treg. aytot ®€0v av6po)7roL : A,

aytot Tov ®€ov dvOpoiTrou Many cursives and Oecumenius insert ol

after ikaX-qcrav. The variants are most easily accounted for by
taking the text of B P as the point of departure ; the insertion of

aytot by C is easily explained, holy being a common epithet of the

prophets (Luke i. 70; Acts iii. 21; 2 Pet. iii. 2). AIIO and
AriOI might easily be confused, the ductus litterarum being very

similar ; but the probability lies on the side of dTro, the less tempting

word. Still, aytot has authority, and Tregelles, Spitta, and von
Soden prefer this word.

There is no difference in the sense in any case. If dTro is

omitted and aytot read, the emphasis falls on <^€po/Ac»'ot, " holy men
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of God spoke (not by their own will), but as they were moved."
On the other hand, the text of B P reiterates very forcibly the

apostle's point—" men spoke as they were moved, and spoke from
God."

II. 1. iyivovTo 8e Kal *i'eu8oTrpo<|>firat. There is another caution

to be borne in mind. Not only does all prophecy need interpreta-

tion, but even in Israel there were false prophets also as well as

true. St. Peter is thinking of Balaam, though he did not prophesy,

strictly speaking, in Israel, and of such passages as Jer. vi. 13 ; E/ek.

xiii. 9. The run of the sentence seems to imply that the lalse

Teachers, or some of them, claimed to be prophets. All prophets

were teachers ; differing from ordinary teachers in this essential

point, that the teaching of the prophet was imparted to him by
direct inspiration, not by study of scripture, or by any process of

reasoning ; see Introduction to i Peter, p. 46. The false teaching

which the apostle proceeds to denounce was certainly doctrinal as

well as moral. All ethical teaching rests upon doctrine, and varies

with its speculative basis. But the only doctrinal error which the

apostle expressly attributes to them, or some of them, is the denial

of the Parousia. How naturally this might be connected with lax

morality is evident.

The False Teachers are spoken of at first in the future ; after-

wards in the past or present (cVAavTj^r/o-av, ver. 1 5 : ovtol et(rt, ver.

17: ScXca^ovo-tv, ver. 18). Cf. 2 Tim. iii. 1-6, perilous times s/ia//

come, for men s^a// be ... of this sort are they ; and i Tim. iv.

I sqq. St. Peter may mean that he knows these men to be already

at work elsewhere, and that he foresees their speedy appearance in

the Churches to which he is writing. Or the future may be taken

in a more general way. There will, from time to time, as the End
approaches, be false prophets, as our Lord foretold (Matt. xxiv. 11),

and you may see them already busy among you. Here a second
test, besides that of scripture rightly explained, becomes applicable.

These men are False Teachers because they {ohives) will privily

bring in heresies of destruction.

•nap€i.trdyeLv may mean simply to introduce, to bring in (cis), and
set before (xrapa) a person. It may, however, signify to bring in

privily, Trapd giving the idea of creeping along under some sort of

cover ; see Liddell and Scott on Trapeio-SvVco and other verbs of the

same formation. Cf. Trapeio-aKTovs, Gal. ii. 4.

The classic meaning of aipea-is is a "school" or "sect" of
philosophy, and the word implies, primarily, difference of opinion

;

Cicero Epp. xv. 16. It is so used in Acts of the "schools of

thought" of the Sadducees, Pharisees, and Nazoraeans (v. 17, xv. 5,
xxiv. 5). So Acts xxiv. 14, Kara rr]v 68ov, ^v XiyovaLv atpeaLV,
" according to the Way (the true Christian Way), which they call a
school," Here the Way is distinguished from all the "denomina-
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tions" or atpeVcis of the Jews. In its first use atpco-is does not

imply falsehood or separation. You might call either Platonism or

Pharisaism " a heresy," without meaning that it was wrong, or that

it was an offence against unity. But so soon as men begin to speak

of the Way (the one Truth), atpco-ts involves both opinion and
conduct, both error and division. Hence crxto-fxa and atpeo-ts

appear to mean the same thing in i Cor. xi. i8, 19 (where possibly

St Paul is quoting a prophecy of our Lord's ; cf. Justin, Trypho^ 35,

p. 253 B, ecrovrat a"}(i(TiJiara koX aipeoreis). Cf. Gal. V. 20, ipLOelca

Stxoorao-tai alpicrus, where also the words are not technically dis-

tinguished, and at/3€(7€ts refers to Judaisers who were schismatics

but not heretics. In Tit. iii. 10 the reference to false opinion is

distinct ; new doctrines, of a kind incompatible with the faith of the

Church, have crept in, and aipco-is is changing its meaning with the

change of circumstances. From the time of Ignatius {Trail, vi. i

;

Eph. vi. 2) the word hardens into its later sense, that of denial of

the fundamental articles of the Christian creed.

The use of the word m 2 Peter affords no indication of the

date of the Epistle. It condemns certain errors of belief and
conduct, but the errors are as old as the First Epistle to the

Corinthians.

atp^aeis diruXeias is a Hebraism, the genitive of the substantive

taking the place of the Greek adjective, as in Luke xvi. 8, rov

olKovofjLov rrjs aStKias. See Blass, p. 98. Note the repetition thrice

over of aTTwXeta. Similar repetitions are characteristic both of

2 Peter and of i Peter throughout.

Kal Tov dyopdaavxa . . dircSXeiai'. " Even denying the Lord
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction."

Dr. Plummer observes that a forger would hardly have made St
Peter speak thus of denying his Lord. For the " denial," cf. Matt
X. 33. They were bought by Christ, i Cor. vii. 23 ; Apoc. v. 9, and
thereby became His SovXoi. Hence He is here called SccnroTrjSf a
word which elsewhere in the New Testament is used of Him only

oy Jude 4 (borrowing from this passage) and in Apoc. vi. 10. See

Clem. Alex. £cl. Proph. 20, dyopa^et 17/xas 6 Kvpios ti/aio) affxaTL,

K.T.k. Hence the words Tifwo) at/xart are from i Peter ; but ayopd^et

and Kvpios, for which lower down Sco-ttott;? is substituted, point to

the present passage. For the omission of the conjunction between
apvovfievoL and i7rdyovT€S Compare Xa/5o)v, ivexOiicrr]^ in i. i7> and
the string of unconnected participles in ver. 13 sqq. below.

Because the Lord bought them they are bound to purity of life,

I Pet i. 18 sqq., ii. 24. But by impurity men practically reject their

Lord's authority and deny His Svm/xis. For raxtvT; see note on
i. 14; here the sense of "sudden" is more appropriate; for the

thought cf. Prov. i. 27.

Much needless difficulty has been made over these clauses.
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"Even" is a perfectly familiar sense of /cat, and thi asyndetic

participles are quite in the manner of 2 Peter. Some commen-
tators, however, take xat as conjunction. Alford and von Soden
regard it as connecting i/^€v8oSt8ao-/caAot with apvov[x.€voL, "shall be

false teachers and deniers"; Huther, as connecting irapeia-diova-Lv

with e7rayoi/T€?, which he considers to be loosely used for the finite

verb. Both views are untenable.

Spitta would treat w? kul . . . aTrwXctas as a parenthesis, and
take KdL Tov ayopaaavra . . . aTTwA-ctav with iytvovro Sk kol if/evSoirpo-

<f>y]TaL iv TO) Xaw, partly on the ground of the extraordinary difficulties

that have been manufactured out of the last two clauses of the

verse, partly because he thinks, with Ullmann, that St. Peter was

bound to say something definite about the False Prophets of Israel.

But he only creates fresh and greater difficulties ; the run of the

sentence is against him, and tov^ ayopaxravra Sco-ttottjv apvovfxiva can

hardly apply to any but Christians. It was quite sufficient for St.

Peter here to state the fact that there were of old false prophets

(though, as Ullmann says, " we knew it already ") ; for he desires

to make two points, that true prophecy may be misinterpreted, and
that there is such a thing as false prophecy. Hence he is content

to say that the False Prophets played the same part as (ws Kai) the

False Teachers.

2. do-eXyciats. Compare i Pet. iv. 3 ; the plural may denote

either different forms, or repeated habitual acts of lasciviousness.

St. Peter charges these men definitely with disorder at the Agape,

adultery, perversion of the Christian idea of freedom, and gener-

ally with falling back into the fuda-fxaTa of the world. Clearly they

permitted and defended immorality in a very broad sense.

8t' ous refers to TroAAot. Owing to the licentious ways of their

numerous disciples, the Way of Truth shall be evil spoken of by the

Gentiles, cf. Rom. ii. 24. In Acts we have rj 6Sos, ix. 2, xxii. 4,

xxiv. 14; 680s a-oiTTjptaSy xvi. 17 ; ^ 080s tov Kv/atbv, xviii. 25. *086<;

aXrjOeias is found Gen. xxiv. 48 (but in the sense of "the right

road"); Ps. cxviii. (cxix.) 30; also Pind. ly^/i. iii. 184. The Way
is one of 2 Peter's favourite phrases; see ii. 15, 21, and Knowling
on Acts ix. 2. In Hermas, Vis. iii. 7. i, we find tyjv 6S6v t^v

akriOLv^v: and in Aristides, Apol. xvi., rj 686s rrjs dkyjOeCas, ^i?
rovs 68€vovTa9 el<s ttjv atoyviov ycipayaiyii y3acriA.ctav, we have a direct

quotation, in which the present verse is combined with i. 13.

3. Iv TrXeoi/elta. Cf. ver. 1 5 ; the false teachers extracted money
from their disciples. 'E/ATropcuecr^at is to traffic in a thing; cf.

Diog. Laert. vii. I. 2, Trop(f>vpav efnr€7rop€VfjLivo<; oltto Trjs ^olvlkyjs l

Athen. 569 F, *A<r7ra(rta r) (TOiKpariK-q iveTTopeviro irXi^Or} KaXwv

yvvaLKO)V : Philo, t'n Flacc. 16 (ii. 536 adfin.)^ IveTropev^ro rrjv XrjOrjV

ruiv hiKacTTwv. From this verb was formed in the fourth century the

word xP^^'^^f^^°P°^' ^^^ charge of avarice was brought against

18
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Gnostic teachers, Iren. i. 13. 3, and against the Montanists, Eus.

H. E, V. 18. 2, but the evil existed long before, Tit. i. 11. The
charge might mean merely that the false teacher, not being on the

church roll, accepted direct gifts from his adherents. This would
be thought wrong in any case, but shocking if he demanded or

received money as a prophet. That Antinomian false teachers

should not only demand remuneration but be extortionate in their

demands, is probable enough. Comp. Didache xL 5, 9, 1 2, xii. 5

;

Hermas, Mandat, xi.

irXaoTois Xoyots. Herod. i. 68, irXarTCtv Xoyovs: Soph. At, 148,

Xoyovs if/iOvpov^ TrXda-a-oiv. The "forged words," by which these

men endeavoured to persuade their hearers, must have contained

some kind of reasoning, but the only sample is that given in iii. 4.

See note on L 16.

ots t6 Kpifia iKirdXat . • . vuar&lei, "Whose sentence from of

old is not idle, and their destruction slumbereth not" Kptfia is the

verdict, sentence, doom. It was pronounced of old in the case of

many similar sinners; it is no dead letter, and will speedily be
executed on these men also. *EK7raAat, though not a classical

word, is not uncommon in later Greek ; see Lobeck*s Phrynichus^

p. 45 sqq. ; Blass, p. 65 sq.

4. The First Instance. The Fallen Angels.

cl ydp . . . TTjpoujui^i'ous. " For if God spared not angels when
they had sinned, but plunged them in hell, and delivered them to

pits of darkness to be kept unto trial." The apodosis to ct may
be found in oTSe Kvptos, ver. 9, if it be thought necessary to make
the sentence strictly grammatical. The absence of the article

before ayyeXwv gives the sense of "even angels." It may be

implied that some of the False Teachers were men of considerable

eminence. Sctpo? or o-tpo? meant originally a kind of large jar used

for storing grain; Etym. M. p. 714, 21, cripot: to I-kitt^Z^iov ayy^lov

€ts aTToOecriv Trvpwv Kal twv aAX(i)v ocnrpLiav. The note goes on to say

that the first syllable was commonly pronounced long, but that

Euripides in his Phrixus made it short. It is short also in an

epigram of Eratosthenes, Anth. P., Appendix, 25. 4. By the time

of Varro the word was commonly used in the provinces for under-

ground pits which served as granaries ; see references in Facciolati,

s.v. sirus. In Provengal the word became silo^ and in this shape it

passed into our own language not many years ago.

K A B C and the Latin Fathers have crtpots or crcipots : K L P,

the great majority of later MSS., the Greek Fathers, and the Ver-

sions (Tcipats. Jude has Sccr/Aots atStots. He may have found

<r€tpat9 in his copy of 2 Peter and paraphrased it, or a-eipoU and

misunderstood it. The textual critics (Lachmann, Tischendorf,

Tregelles, Westcott, and Hort) are unanimous in favour of orcipots

:

and if they are right we have here a strong argument for the priority
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of 2 Peter. If o-apats is correct, probability still inclines on the

same side ; for o-cipa is a rare word, not found in the Greek Bible

except in Prov. v. 22
; Judg. xvi. 13; and "chains of darkness"

is a harsh expression which a paraphrast would be tempted to soften

and improve.

There is, however, another possibility, if we go back to the

Apocrypha, which both writers have in view. Enoch x. 4 (ed.

Charles), " Bind Azazel hand and foot, and place him in the dark-

ness ; make an opening in the desert, which is in Dudael, and place

him therein " ; x. 12, 13 (here we must give the Greek text), kui orav

Karaa-ifiaycoa-iv oi viol avrwVy kol tSiaai Tr]v aTrtokuav twv ayaTnjTwv

avTwVf Srjcrov avrors eiri efiSo/xi^KOvra ycvcas cts ras vaTras ttjs y^s,

fiixpi- rifxipas Kpicrcws avruii/, /J-ixpt- yfiepa's TeXeiworcws tcXcct/xov, cios

avvreXecrOy Kpifia tov aicovos rail/ aniivoiv. We may think that this

latter passage was actually in St. Peter's mind, for here we find in

close proximity dTrwXeta, the distinction between KpiVis and Kpi/xa,

and the original of his phrase cts KptVtv nypeto-^ai. Here also we
have the " pits " and " binding." But we find also Enoch liv. 4, 5,
" And I asked the angel of peace who was with me, saying. These
chain instruments, for whom are they prepared? And he said

unto me, These are prepared for the hosts of Azazel." Baruch (ed.

Charles) Ivi. 12, 13, "And some of them descended, and mingled
with women. And then those who did so were tormented in chains."

It is therefore just within the bounds of possibility that Jude derived
his Sccr/xot atStot from an independent recollection of the Apocrypha.

Taprapoci), " to cast into hell " is correctly formed on the analogy
of the classical KaTairovToui. It is not found elsewhere in the Greek
Bible, but occurs ir; a scholiast upon Homer.

It is most probable that St. Peter is here following the Book of

Enoch ; but he does so allusively and with discretion, in the manner
of the First Epistle (see notes there on iii. 19, iv. 6). St. Jude
expands and adds to the allusions, not always correctly (see notes

on the parallel passages). St. Peter's comparative reserve in the
use of Apocrypha may be interpreted in two ways. If we allow
that the same feature is found in the First Epistle, it becomes an
argument for the priority and authenticity of the Second. But
many commentators regard the discretion {Apokryphenscheu) of our
author as a sign that he wrote at a later period when the Apocrypha
were viewed with growing disfavour. See Introduction, p. 222.

St. Peter does not specify the sin of the angels. There were
two traditions on the subject among the Jews, one built on Gen. vi.,

the other on Gen. iii. and Deut. xxxii. 8 (see note on Jude 6).

St. Peter is most probably following the former. According to

Enoch vi., the first sin of " the sons of God," " the watchers," was
lust ; the second, that they taught their wives and children the use
of magic, of weapons of war, and of articles of luxury. Their
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punishment we have seen in the passages quoted above. This
part of Enoch Mr. Charles considers to have been written before

B.C. 170. See Salmond's note in Schaffs Commentary.

5, The Second Instance. The Deluge.

Kal dpxaiou . . . eird^as. " And spared not the ancient world,

but kept safe Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others,

when he had brought the deluge on the world of ungodly men."
It is better, but not necessary, to carry on the d with l^ddiXTo,

KareKptveVf ippvaaTO. "OySoov avrov would be more classic, but the

avTos is sometimes omitted; Alford quotes Plato, Laws, iii. 695 C,
Aa/8oj;/ rrjv OLp)(r]V €/3Bofio<s. Cf. okto) ^vx'^h ^ P^t. iii. 20. This is

the generally received explanation ; but an old schoUast understood

the words to mean "the eighth preacher of righteousness," cTrra

yap TTpo avTOVy *Ei/w9, Katvav, MaAeXtT^A, 'lapcS, 'Ei/(o;(, Ma^ovo-aAa,

Adfxex. The origin of this statement is unknown, and the series of

names (which omits Adam and Seth) is arbitrary. But according

to Gen. iv. Noah was the eighth from Adam. Jude, following

Gen. v., or more immediately the Book of Enoch, makes Enoch
seventh from Adam. But even so, if Methuselah and Lamech, who
were alive in the time of Enoch, and were not apparently regarded

as prophets {Enochs chap, vi.) are omitted, Noah may have been tradi-

tionally considered as the eighth preacher. Again, Basil, Ep. 260. 5,

counts seven generations from Cain to the Deluge. Thus, again,

Noah may have been regarded as the eighth preacher who preached

to the eighth generation. The absence of the article before KrjpvKa

may be significant ; " a preacher," " because he was a preacher."

AiKaLoa-vvr), StKatos are used, as in i Peter, in the Old Testament
sense. In the aireLO-qcraa-i of I Pet. iii. 20 it is implied that Noah
preached to the men of his time. This is not stated in Enochy but

may have been found in the Apocalypse ofNoah (see Charles, p. 25).

The belief was current in Jewish tradition ; see Josephus, Ant i. 3. i

;

Bereschith Rabba^ xxx. 6, " Kyipv^ generationis diluuii, id est Noachus "

(quoted by Alford from Wetstein) ; so also Or. Sib, i. 128 sq., Nwe,

Scjim? Oapcrvvov €0V, XaoiarC re ttoxtiv Kiqpv^ov fxerdvoLav. The insertion

of this instance of mercy among the instances of wrath is quite natural.

St. Peter wishes to mingle comfort with denunciation. He never

forgets his pastoral office, and the mention of Noah here is in the

same vein as the words which we shall find in iii. 9, 17. Further,

it is to be noticed that St. Peter is probably thinking of Wisd. x.,

where judgment and mercy are balanced against one another in the

same manner.

6. Third Instance. The Destruction of the Cities of the Plain.

Here again St. Peter in his rapid narrative does not specify the

sin of the cities, and mentions only Sodom and Gomorrha. St.

J ude's expands and elaborates.

T64>p(tforas. " Having reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha
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to ashes, sentenced them to utter destruction.** Tc<^povv is not found

elsewhere in the Greek Bible, but it was known to the lexico-

graphers (Suidas, T€cf>p(i)aas' e/xTTprjcra?, cnroSwa-as : Bekker, Anecdota^

65. 5, T€<^poi6ev irvp' olvtI tov Kara/jiapavOev). Karc/fpivcv Karao-rpot^^,

"condemned to destruction**; cf. Matt. xx. 18, KaraKptvova-iv avrbv

6avdT<o (the construction is not classical). The aorist participle

marks the burning as antecedent to the sentence of overthrow.

Hence Spitta takes Karaa-Tpocfiri to denote the sinking of the earth

by which the Dead Sea was formed. But it appears to be highly

doubtful whether there ever was any tradition that the cities were

submerged by the Lake. Josephus {de Bell. Jud. iv. 8. 4) speaks

of the traces of the Five Cities as still visible on land. All

references in the Old Testament imply the same belief (Deut.

xxix. 22 ; Isa. xiii. 19 ; Jer. xlix. 18, 1. 40 ; Ps. cvii. 34 ; Amos iv. 1 1

;

Zeph. ii. 9 ; Wisd. ix. 7 ; 2 Esdr. ii. 9). See article on Sodom in

Smith's Dictionary of the Bible. Nothing more need be understood

from St. Peter's expression than that God destroyed the cities by

fire, and sentenced them never to be rebuilt. By this contrast

between the destruction of the Noachic world by water and that of

the cities by fire, he is leading up to chap. iii. 7.

uTr68€iY|J.a is a late word for the classic 7rapa8cty/>ta. See Lobeck,

Phrynichus, p. 12. Probably it means "a pattern," as in Jas. v. 10

;

Heb. iv. II, not "a warning'* or "example," though it may bear

this sense.

jjieXXoi/Twi' dffcPeti/ is equivalent to aa-ePrjarovrtov (cf. L 1 2); for

the omission of the article see note on aTnarova-Ly 1 Pet ii. 7.

7. SiKttior as in vers. 5, 8. The mention of "just Lot** here

is suggested by Wisd. x. 6, avrr) SiKaiov i^aTroWvpilvoiV da-e^wv

ippvaaro <^vy6vTa irvp Kara^acrtov n€VTa7roA€a)S. See note on Noah,

ver. 5. KaraTToi/ov/Aerov (Acts vii. 24), " worn down,** " oppressed.'*

"AOeafioL (of. aOe/xLTos, I Pet. iv. 3), of rebels against the law not of

Moses, but of nature and conscience. *Avao-Tpo<^iy is a favourite

word in i Peter ; and in this phrase we see again the correctness

and ease with which the article is at times employed in this Epistle

as in I Peter.

8. pXcfxfiaTi ydp . . . i^aadvil^v. " God delivered righteous Lot,

and why ? Because (yap) by sight and hearing that righteous man,
as he dwelt among them, day by day put his righteous soul to the

touch by lawless deeds.** The sight of the evil round about him
was to Lot a trial or test ; he emerged victorious from the ordeal, and
therefore God delivered him. For oTSc Kvptos evo-eySet? Ik ireipacrfxov

pv€(rOat. These words give the application. The godly to whom
St. Peter is writing were tempted as Lot had been. Uetpaa-fioi is

here another name for pacravta-fxo^. See note on i Pet. i. 7.

It must be allowed that elsewhere in the New Testament
^aoranto) bears its derivative sense, "to put to the question,*'
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"rack," "torment." Hence the commentators and R.V. translate

"he tortured his righteous soul." But it may be argued (i) that

^aa-avL^a) in this sense is far too strong a word to express mental
distress caused by the sight of evil

; (2) that, though we could

perhaps understand "his soul was racked," "he racked his soul" is

a strange expression
; (3) that as i Peter, 7r€ipao-/>tds means not

inward anguish, but outward suffering. The Lord delivered Lot not

from the fascination of evil or from the anguish of pity for sinners,

but from the constant annoyance of insult and ill-usage. By this

he had been sufficiently tested, and the time had come for his rescue.

The Vulgate has " aspectu enim et auditu iustus erat : habitans

apud eos, qui de die in diem animam iustam iniquis operibus

cruciabant." This appears to imply the text StKa(os yv KaTotKwv iv

avToils 01 . . . i^aa-dviCov : but Tischendorf gives no trace of any
such reading, except that B omits 6 before StKaios. See Wordsworth
and White on Mark ix. 5; Luke ix. 44, xxii. 55; John v. 45,
vi. 12, vii. 25, ix. 38, X. 16. These are cases in which Jerome's
version represents an unknown text.

The use of /SXe/xfia here has been objected to as a solecism

(Chase, Pefer^ Second Epistle^ in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bibky
iii. 807 ; Field, Notes on Trattslation of the New Testament^ p. 241).

In the classics ^Ac/t/xa means not " seeing," but " the expression of

the eye." The word occurs in this sense in Hermas, Sim. vi. 2. 5,

TO ^Xiixixa €?;(€ TrepLTriKpov : Test. RuHrt, 5, Sia rov ySAe/x/xaros tov

lov ivoTreipova-i. The verb pXiiTuv in classical Greek is used for

opav only by poets ; but in the New Testament " to see " is far more
frequently expressed by /SXcVetv than by opav. See Blass, Grammar
of New Testament Greeks pp. 3, 56. Field thought that St. Peter

should have written opda-ei. But in the New Testament opao-is

means either "a vision" or "outward appearance" (Apoc. iv. 3).

"Oi/rts again means "appearance" (John vii. 24; Apoc. i. 16), or

"face" (John xi. 44). It is rash to assert that St. Peter's expression

is not in accordance with the vulgar use of his time.

9. oiSe Kupio?. The words sum up the lesson of the two double-

sided instances, the Flood and the Cities of the Plain. God can de-

liver His servants out of vexation (temptation), and will deliver you.

•fiikipa Kpiaeus recurs in iii. 7 in connexion with rrypeti/, and
forms one of the many little links of connexion between the two
chapters. Jude does not use the phrase. For the " day of judg-

ment" see Matt. x. 15, xi. 22, 24; i John iv. 17; Test. Zeui, 3;
and Mr. Charles' note on Enoch xlv. 2. The phrase is used in

different senses in Enoch ; here it means the final judgment at the

Parousia. Even in the interval the wicked dead are in a state of

suffering (/coAa^o/xcvot), as the fallen angels are in Tartarus till the

Kpia-Ls, Compare the parable of Lazarus and Dives.

10. fjidXiora hi . . , iropeuofx^Kous. " But especially them that
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walk after the flesh in lust of pollution.** With the word fidXia-ra

St Peter turns directly to those libertine heretics who are the

immediate object of his denunciation. ^Ottlcto) crapKo<s 'n-opevea-Oai is

a Hebraism. 'E7rt^i;/>tta fjnacrjuov may be another (lust of pollution,

meaning " polluting lust," as atpeVcts dTrwAetas means " destructive

heresies"), or /xiacr/xov may be taken as the ordinary objective

genitive—"lust for pollution.**

Kal KupioTTjTos KaTa(|)poi'oui'Tas. "And despise lordship."

KvptoTiy? is used by St. Paul as the name of a particular class in

the angelic hierarchy, Eph. i. 21 ; Col. i. 16; by Hermas, Sim. v.

6. I, of the lordship of the Son of God; so also in the Apostolical

Church Order, 12 (whence it is copied in Didache iv.), oQtv yap rj

KvpLOTT]? XaXetrai cKct Kvpio? 1<ttiv, The first sense cannot be
adopted here, as it is not possible to suppose that the False

Teachers treated any particular class of Angels with contempt.
We must therefore fall back upon the second. The False Teachers
despised the power and majesty of the Lord. How they did so we
must gather from the following words. The Angels, standing before

the Lord (Trapa Kvptw), never forget the awful restraint of that dread
presence. Yet these men, though they too speak rrapa Kvptw, in the

sight and hearing of God, give loose rein to their railing tongues.

ToX|jLT)Tai . . . p\ao-<|)T)fxoOi'T€s. " Self-willed reckless ones, they

fear not to rail at dignities." ToXpLrjraC is a substantive, avOaheU an
adjective. The plural 8d^ai occurs Hos. ix. 11; Wisd. xviii. 24;
2 Mace. iv. 15 ; i Pet. i. 11 in the abstract sense. In Ex. xv. 11,

Tt? o/AOios (TOL cv ©coi';, Kvpu, T19 ofiOLo^i (TOi, ScSo^ aajMO/os iv aytois,

OavfiacTTo*; €v Sd^at?, it may have been taken to mean, " the glorious

ones." Here, as in Jude 8, it is certainly concrete, and must mean
personages invested with the 8d|a of high estate, whether human or

superhuman. With reference to the False Teachers it seems to

denote the rulers of the Church. Jude so understood it ; hence he is

led to speak of Korah (ver. 1 1) who blasphemed Moses and Aaron.
Every possible diversity is found in the explanation given of

KvpioTTis and B6$au The first is taken to mean God or Christ by
Ritschl, von Soden, Wiesinger, Weiss, Kiihl ; thf^ second, to denote
good angels by Ritschl and von Soden, good and bad angels by
Kiihl, Spitta, Hofmann. Briickner explains both words of good
angels ; Schott both of bad angels. Hofmann makes Kvpiorv^

signify lordship or authority in general

It is difficult to see how the False Teachers can have blas-

phemed angels of any kind. There were those at Colossae who
exaggerated the respect due to these heavenly beings, but we read
of none who spoke evil of them. Kiihl thinks that the False

Teachers blasphemed angels, because when they were told that

they were servants of the Devil they laughed and denied his power

;

Ritschl, that they blasphemed them indirectly because they looked
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on immorality as a right of those who are in the kingdom of God,
and thought that the angels claimed and exercised the same right

The latter explanation is the more tenable of the two. A " self-

willed reckless " reader of Gen. vi. (alluded to in ver. 4) might con-

ceivably argue that either all angels are evil, or that lust is angelic.

The same inference might be drawn by impure minds from the

practice of women wearing their veils Sea tov^ dyyikov^ (i Cor.

xi. 10), for fear of tempting the angels (cf. Tert. de Virg. Vel. 7 ; de

Orat. 22). But the explanation is far-fetched ; there is no evidence

that this reasoning was employed. Von Soden thinks that the

words refer to the insults offered to the angels by the Sodomites

;

but St. Peter says nothing about the angels in his allusion to the

fall of Sodom. If we take the explanation given above, there is no
difficulty. The rulers of the Church would naturally rebuke the False

Teachers, and these would naturally reply in unmeasured language.

11. oTTou ayyeXot . . . ^\&<T^mkov Kpiaiv, "Whereas angels, though

greater (than the So^at) in might and power, bring not against them
in presence of the Lord a railing judgment." The argument is d

fortiori. Angels, also, complain of 8d|at (in this case the So^at are

other and evil angels) ; but though they are greater than those of

whom they complain, they dare not, in God's presence, use terms

of condemnation or insult. They are like Christ, of whom it is

said, I Pet. ii. 23, irapSihov t5 Kpivovri SiKatws. Whereas these men,
though they are inferior to their rulers, abstain from no affront. St.

Peter is probably referring to Enoch ix. Men complained of the

evil wrought by the fallen angels and their children. The four

great Archangels—Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel—lay their

complaint before the Lord the King, saying, "Thou knowest all

things before they come to pass, and Thou knowest this thing and
everything affecting them, and yet Thou didst not speak to us.

What are we to do in regard to this ? " The sentence of God is,

" Bind Azazel hand and foot " (quoted above on ver. 4). Here we
have the Archangels who are " greater in might and power," a So^a,

Azazel, and the careful avoidance of a railing judgment " in the

presence of the Lord."

At this point Jude has wrongly inserted the dispute between
Michael and Satan, which did not occur -rrapa Kvptw. (See note on
the passage.) Hence he omits the words Trapa Kvp/w, and hence

again they are omitted here by A, many cursives, and versions.

The reading Trapa Kvpiov has very slight support, and, though it

finds favour with Spitta, makes no tolerable sense.

12. oijTot 8^ . . . <|>6apTJcro>Tat. " But these (the False Teachers

and their victims), as animals without reason born of mere nature

to be taken and destroyed, railing in matters whereof they are

ignorant, shall in their destruction surely be destroyed." ^vaiKa is

practically equivalent to SXoya : they have physical, but not intel*
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lectual life; they are no better than the brutes that perish. *Ev

ots = iv TovTOLs a. Kai' here adds an emphatic asseveration, a not

uncommon use of the word; there is a weak variant, KaraKJiOapi^-

arovrat for Kal tfiOaprjaovTaL. It is barely possible to take the second
(}>Oopd of moral corruption, but the comparison to the <f)Oopd of

beasts, and the combination with <^6aprj<Tovra.i make it almost cer-

tain that destruction is meant. Jude has rewritten this rugged

sentence, and made it much more correct and much less forcible.

We may observe, as indicating the priority of St. Peter—(i) that

<^6opd is one of his favourite words (it occurs also in i. 44, ii. 19, and,

of the eight places where it is found in the New Testament, four are in

2 Peter)
; (2) that the repetition of the word is one of his mannerisms

;

(3) that the Hebraism Iv cf)6opa tfyOaprja-ovTai again is characteristic

;

cf. iv kiiiraiyp,ovrj ifxiroLKTaiy iii. 3. All these points disappear in Jude.

13. KOfiioufji€j'oi fjiiaOoi' dSiKias. " And shall receive the reward of

unrighteousness." On the text see Introduction, p. 212. If we
accept this reading, fiLcrOos aSiKta? means that destruction which is the

final reward of injustice; cf. Rom. vi. 23. But immediately below

(ver. 15) the phrase is used of the temporal profit of injustice, and it

is difficult to see how it can bear two different senses almost in the

same breath. What we should have expected here is " they shall

be destroyed because they run, or ran, after unrighteous gain." As
regards the participle, the better attested reading dSLKovfjuvoL makes
no tolerable sense. If we translate with the R.V., " suffering wrong,

as the hire of wrong-doing," the difficulty about fxL(r66<s dStKtas

remains; and, further, it is impossible to think that St. Peter would
have spoken, even rhetorically, of sinners as " wronged " by God.
If we translate with Tischendorf, "being deceived as to the wages

of unrighteousness," we get the right sense for /iia-Ob^ dSiKtas, but

go to wreck over dSiKovfievoL. It is probable that neither reading

is correct, and that in the MS. from which all our texts are derived

the letters before -ovfxevoi, were illegible. All the following participles

are in the present, and we may suspect that a present participle was

used here also. The Syriac has a word which Tischendorf renders

by ementes. If this represents wvovficvot, it is t possible reading,

and gives a barely tolerable sense, " they pay a high price for the

gain of unrighteousness." But perhaps we ought to omit the parti-

ciple altogether, and read ^^a/oT^crovrai, fiia-Oov dSiKtas '^Sov^v -qyov-

fi€V0L' rrjv iv rj^ipa rpvcf>ijv, CTTrtXoi koL fxco/xoi, €vrpv(^oivr€% "they
shall be destroyed because they think pleasure the reward of

unrighteousness ; because, spots and blemishes that they are, they

pursue their daylight revelry," etc.

^%o\ri\v iQYouV^'o'' tV ^^ W^9^ Tp\j^-f\v, There are many difficulties

here. 'HSovtJ in the LXX. and in the New Testament means
always sensual gratification, never high or true or spiritual enjoyment.

Tpv<^ij, on the other hand, may be used in a good sense of spiritual
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joy or delight; so in o irapaScicros ttjs Tpv</>^9, Gen. ii. 5, iii. 23, 24;
Ezek. xxviii. 13, xxxi. 9, 16, 18 ; cf. also Ps. xxxv. (xxxvi.) 8; Prov.
iv. 9. The word is used of sensual indulgo^ice or luxury in Luke
vii. 25. The verb ivTpv<}>av generally denotes wantonness. 'Ev

^fxipq. cannot mean "daily" (as Oecumenius), but may mean "by
day," or "in daylight" (so 3 Mace. v. 11, iv wktI koI 17/xcpa),

though this use is rare and incorrect. Generally iv rji^ipa means
on, or in, a particular day. Revelling and drunkenness in the
daytime were naturally thought worse than similar excess by night

;

see Facciolati, s.v. tempestiuus, and cf. i Thess. v. 7 : Assiwiptio

Mosis vii., " omni hora diei amantes conuiuia." On the other hand,
tempestiua conuiuia was used also of banquets which began and
ended in good time, that is to say in daylight, not in the night.

Thus the same phrase was used of a drunken orgy, or of a sober
feast, such as Cicero delighted in. See again Facciolati.

We cannot translate " counting their daylight revelry pleasure "
;

for it was pleasure, and they were right in so counting it. Nor
again, " counting daylight revelry true pleasure " ; for ^ov-ri never
has this sense. There seems nothing left then but to understand
St. Peter to mean " counting our sober daylight joy (the Agape)
mere vulgar pleasure." The Agape was dismissed before dark

;

Canones Hippolyti^ 167 (ed. Achelis, p. 106), "missos autem
faciat eos, antequam tenebrae oboriantur." This explanation may
be strengthened by the remark that St Peter is here possibly

thinking of the Song of Songs vii. 6, ti 178^^175, dyaTrrj^ iv rats

Tpv<f>aLs <rov, words which, though not directly applicable, may have
suggested the language which he here employs of those who turned

the Tpv(l>T^ of the Agape into -^Bovi^, Clement of Alexandria speaks

of ^ iv Xoyo) Tpvcf>'j of the Agape, Paed. iL 12, and distinguishes

it very carefully from the rjSovi^ of mere eating and drinking.

On this view the only difficulty is that rpv<l>TJ bears a good
sense, while ivTpv<f)u>vTe^f which immediately follows, must be
taken in a bad sense. This, however, is only an apparent objec-

tion. There is very much the same relation in English between
"joy" and "enjoy."

airiXoi Kal ficjfxoi. Cf. afKOfxo^ kol aoTriXo?, I Pet. i. 19. StiXos
(for the accent see Liddell and Scott; Blass, p. 15), a disfiguring

spot, is found also in Eph. v. 27, ftoi/>io9, a blemish; this meaning
is given to the word by the LXX. (Lev. xxi. 17 sqq.). See Dr. Hort's

note on i Pet. i. 19. These men were spots and blemishes on
the Agape, which they profaned by their licentious conduct. On
the reading dyaTrats see Introduction, p. 212; it must certainly be
retained here in spite of the MSS. ^Kydiryj is not used in the New
Testament, in this sense of the Love Feast or Eucharist, except

here and in Jude 1 2. On the history of the word see Lightfoot's

note on Ignatius, Smyrn, viii.
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cruv€Utoxoufi€voi upi/, "while they feast with you." Evtoxia is

applied to the Agape by Clement of Alexandria, Paed. ii. i. 6.

It would appear that the False Teachers and their followers had
not separated from the Church. The abuses here referred to are

the same as those which existed in the Church of Corinth.

14. (jioixaXiSos. Here, again, the MSS. are certainly wrong;
see Introduction, p. 212; the sense absolutely requires /u,oixetas.

The phrase may have been suggested by Job xxiv. 15, koL 6(j>6a\-

fWS fXOlXOV i<l>vXa$€ (TKOTOS.

hekedlovTis (cf Jas. i. 14 ; the word is repeated in the Petrine

way in ver. 18 below), "catching with a bait," is commonly used

in secular Greek in this metaphorical sense : cf Plato, Timaeus,

69 D, rjSovr] KaKov SeAeap. Philo is fond of the verb; see, for

instance, de congr, erud, grat. L 14 (i. 530), rots <j>LX.rpoK rwv

^cpaTratvtScuv SeAcaa^evTCS.

KapSiat' yeyv\j,va(T^ivr\v TrXcorc^tas e;(OVT€S. " Having a heart exer-

cised in, familiar with covetousness." The construction is found
in Philostratus, Heroic, iii. 30, p. 688, QaXa.'m]% ovirw ycyvfxvao-fievoL

:

iv. 1, p. 696, Nc(rTopa TToAAwv ttoXc/awv ycyu/Avacr/AcVos : xi. I, p. 708,

oro<^tas rj^ yeyvfivaar/xivov. It is semi-poetic, and probably borrowed
from the rhetoricians of the day. In Homer the genitive is fre-

quently so used after participles denoting familiarity with anything,

such as €t8{09, St8ao-Ko/x€vos.

Kardpas T^Km. " Children of curse," " accursed " (not " accursed

children"). For this Hebraism cf. riKva vTraKorjs, i Pet. i. 14:
T€Kva opyrjs, Eph. ii. 3 : TCKvo <^a)Tos, Eph. v. 8. Yio's is used in the

same way 2 Thess. ii. 3, 6 vios rrj^ aTrwXcias: Matt xxiii. 15, uiov

yeew-qs : Luke x. 6, vios tlpi^vr}<s : Eph. v. 6, vlovs rrjs dirci^ctas.

16. euBeiav 6h6v, Cf. i Kings xiL 23; 2 Esdr. viii. 21; Ps.

xxvi. (xxvii.) II, cvi. (cvii.) 7; Acts xiii. 10, and elsewhere. The
ways of the wicked are o-koXuxl, Prov. ii. 15. Both 68ds (see ii. 2)

and k^aKoXovOelv (i. 16, ii. 2, not elsewhere in the New Testament)

are among the favourite words of 2 Peter. The False Teachers

followed the way of Balaam, because, like him, they loved the

wages of unrighteousness—filthy lucre—the gifts of Balak; and
because, again, they taught uncleanness. Cf. Apoc. ii. 14, t^v

htSaxrjv BaXad/jt, os iSiSaarKe tw BoAoik jSoXetv (TKavBaXov ivtoTnov twv

vlo)V *IcrpaijA, (f>ay€iv elSwXoOvra kol Tropveuaai, Bocrop for Becop,

the name of Balaam's father, is probably a mere blunder, though
it has the support of all the MSS. except B and partially N. See
Introduction, p. 212. Vitringa, however, endeavoured to explain

it either as a Galilaean form of Beor (so also Zahn, Einleitung, ii.

p. no), or as a paronomasia from "i^2 "flesh." Thus, son of

Bosor he thought might mean " son of flesh " {Observ. Sacrae,

i. p. 936 sqq., quoted by Alford). Such plays upon the names
of people, who for one reason or another were hated by them, are
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known to have been not uncommon among the Rabbis. But there

appears to be no trace of this particular scorn-name, Bosor. Other-
wise we might possibly have found here another reference to Jewish
tradition in 2 Peter.

16. €k€yiiv. The word occurs in Job xxi. 4, xxiii. 2 for the
classical ekeyxos. "iStos is a mere possessive. In i Pet. iii. i

,

2 Pet. il 22 we may render it by "own"; here it is devoid of

emphasis; see Blass, p. 169.

fiTTo^uyioi' in later vulgar Greek means specially " an ass." It is

so used by the LXX., Theodotion, and Symmachus, in Matt. xxi. 5,

in papyri, and here; see Deissmann, Bibelstudien^ p. 158, Eng. tr.

p. 160; Hatch, Essays in Biblical Greek.

<|)6€Y|dfA€j'oi'. The verb is especially used of a portentous
prophetic utterance; so Philo, de conf. ling. 14 (L 414), introduces
a quotation from Zachariah with the words ^Kovtra /aeVrot koX ru)v

Mwvo-cws kraipaiv tivos aTrocftOey^a/xei/ov roiovSe Xoyov. Plutarch
employs it of prophetic or ominous sounds uttered by animals, de

Pythiae oraculis, 22 {Moralia^ 4^5 )» a^* 4/>tets cpwStbts olofxeOa koI

TpoxtA,ois Koi Kopa^L xprjarOaL ^OeyyofiivoL^ a-qiiaivovra rov ©€W. Cf.

Herod, ii. 57, khoKiov hi o-^t 6fiotw<i opvicri 4>6iyy€tr6aij where, how-
ever, it means simply "to make a sound." Tov irpof^riTov : the

instance is peculiarly apt, if the False Teachers claimed to be
prophets.

•irapa<|>po»'ta is a vox nihili. The derivative from Trapat^poviai is

Trapacfip6vrj(n<: (Zech. xii. 4), from Trapd^piov is formed Trapa^poa-vvrj^

which is found in a few cursives. A few other cursives have
vapavofjitay which is probably the right reading ; the repetition of the

word being in its favour. Here again the great MSS. in a body are

almost certainly wrong.

17. Tnjyal aKuSpoi. A Teacher without knowledge is as a well

without water. There is considerable gnomic power in our author

;

a quality which is often dissociated from clearness and finish of style.

6^ixXai dxri XaiXauos eXauvo/xemi. " Mists driven by a squall."

The words are poetical, and p'^rhaps exhibit a trace of that

Homerism which is found in the early Sibylline Oracles and in

Philo (see Siegfried, p. 37), and became a marked feature in the

style of the second century ; see note on ver. 14. The special

quality of a mist is that it baffles the sight The mist is not borne

(<f>€pofjL€vrfy i. 21) by the gentle breath of the Spirit, but driven by
the fierce gusts of ignorance and self-will, as by a demon {iXavvea-Oai,

Luke viii. 29).

ots & So4>os ToC aKOTous Tcn^pYjTai. "For whom the gloom of

darkness is reserved." The phrase is extremely rugged ; darkness is

hardly an appropriate word to express the punishment of wells or

mists. Jude here introduces the dorepes nXav^raif a great improve-

ment in point of style. Would the writer of 2 Peter have rejected
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this suitable image? The masculine oh refers, of course, to the

persons ; the relative comes here with great force, cf. i Pet. iv. 5.

18, uTrepoyKa yap jxaraioTTjTos <|>0eYYOji.€i'oi. " For crying en-

ormous words of vanity." For cfi9eyy6fx€voL see note on ver. 16

above, and observe the characteristic repetition of this word and of

SeA.€a^ctv. 'YTrepoyKos (in Deut. xxx. ii) is a classical word, express-

ing that which is overgrown or swollen beyond its natural size ; cf.

Plutarch, Luc. xxi., (ftpovrffxa rpayiKov /cat vTripoyKov, of a temper
which is inclined to bombast and histrionic ostentation. In the

description of the libertines in the Assumption of Moses^ already

referred to in the note on ver. 13, we read et os eorum loquetur

ingentiay which is quoted verbatim by Jude 16; see note there.

2 Peter uses quite naturally words which he found in his Bible, and
the verbal repetitions guarantee the originality of his expression.

Jude was clearly familiar with the Assumption^ and has worked
quotations in. The yap here does not give the reason of the

preceding sentence, but adds a new touch to the description.

dXiYws diro<|)€UYo»'Tas. The reading is very uncertain. A B, the

bulk of the cursives and versions have oAtyws a7ro</)ct;yovTas : n C,

oi/Tojs aTTO^evyovTas : K L P, oj/tojs aTro^vyovras : Ephraem (see

Tisch.), Tovs Aoyovs aTTO<j>evyovra<s tovs €v6€i<s koX tovs Iv irXavrj

d7roa-Tpe(fiOjX€vovs : apparently he found neither oj/tws nor oAtyw?, but

\6yov<s: here again there seems to have been an illegible word
in the parent MS. OAIPOS and ONTfi^ are all but identical in

Greek capitals. The present a7ro(f>€vyovTa^ is clearly better attested

than the aorist aTrocfyvyovra^y yet the aorist is strongly supported by
the aTTOffivyovres, ver. 20. We must make our choice between
oAiyoDS aTTO^evyovras and ovrws a7ro(f)vy6vTas (cf. Aristoph. Vesp. 997).

*OA/ycDs, a rare word, is found in Aquila's version of Isa. x. 7.

Tovs ey TrXdvy avacrTpe<f>ofxa^ovs (governed by airocjievyovTas) may
denote either the False Teachers or the heathen. The latter is the

better way, because, as Hofmann says, it is a little awkward to take

this accusative as referring to the subject of the sentence, and
because again the words seem to be explained by dTro^uyovTas to,

fiida-fiaTa rov Kocr/xov. The former reading then may be translated,

"those who were just escaping from them that walk in error," from
Gentile vices, but as yet were not established in Christian virtue

(the xj/vyal acTTrjpLKTOL of ver. 1 4).

The second reading must be turned, " those who had actually

escaped from them that walk in error." In this case the last phrase

must mean the Gentiles, not the False Teachers.

There is great passion in the words. Grandiose sophistry is the

hook, filthy lust is the bait, with which these men catch those

whom the Lord had delivered or was delivering.

The asyndeton iTnOv/jLLais do-cXyctats is a feature of 2 Peter's

style ; cf. i. 9, 1 7. With iv TrXdvy dv. cf. Cicero's in errore versari*
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19. 'EXcuOepiai' . . . <|)0opas. "Promising them freedom while

they themselves are slaves of corruption " ; a strong epigram. Foi
ikevOipUy cf. I Cor. X. 29; 2 Cor. iiL 17; Gal. ii. 4, v. i, 13. In
Rom. viii. 2 1 St. Paul contrasts freedom with the slavery of corrup-

tion as St. Peter does here; in Gal. v. 13 he warns the Galatians

that freedom is not to be abused ei? a<f>opfjLr}v ry o-apKt, because
through love we are still slaves to one another. So in i Pet. ii. 16

freedom is not to be regarded as iiriKaXviJifjia rr}<s /caKta?. St. James
regards freedom itself as a law (i. 25, ii. 12). 'EXcv^cpos is found
Matt. xvii. 26; John viii. 32-36; but neither this word nor its

cognates occur in Acts, Hebrews, the Pastorals, or Apocalypse
(though in this book iX€vd€po<s is used in its literal sense).

Freedom may mean two distinct things—(i) freedom of the spirit

from the flesh, of the intelligence from the desires ; this is the sense

which the word bears in philosophy, in Peter, James, and occasion-

ally in the Pauline Epistles (Rom. vi. 15-22) ; in this sense freedom
implies Law (cf. Ps. cxix. 32, 45): (2) freedom from Law; Law is

an external obligation, and in all its forms is superseded and
abolished for Christians by the inner voice of the Spirit. This is

the general idea of St. Paul. On this last view the Christian con-

science is absolutely supreme, and its aberrations cannot be corrected

by any external standard. Where the Spirit truly is, there will be
no aberrations, and the two theories will in practice coincide. But
the Pauline theory leaves no weapon available against a man who
claims to be a prophet ; and it is evident from many passages in the

New Testament that it might be, and was, grossly abused from the

very first History has often repeated itself on this point. See the

accounts of the Ranters in Fox's Journal^ or Tyerman's Life oj

Wesleyy i. 519.

•rijs <|)Oopas. " Of corruption " ; here of moral corruption, cf. i. 4,

T^s Iv Tw Koa-fxio iv iTnOvfxLo. (f>Oopas. The two senses of corruption

and of destruction are not easy to keep apart ; in ii. 1 2 the word
bears probably the latter meaning.

u Y<^p Tis "nTTTjTat TouTw Kal SeSodXuTai. I say slaves of corrup-

tion, " for by what a man is worsted, by the same is he enslaved."

In classic Greek rjTTaa-Oai is followed by the genitive or viro. For
the use of the dative, cf. Josephus, Anf. i. 13. 15, y^rraTo Se /xoi/w

Tw Trpos T^v firjTepa kol tov<s a8e\<l>ov^ olktw : Test. Ruben^ 5) **'

yvvotK€s i7TT(0VTat TU) irvevfiaTi rrjs iropv€La<s. For the idea cf. Rom.
vi. 16, viii. 21

; John viii. 34. It is quite familiar also to heathen

writers, epecially to the Stoics; cf. Cic. Ferr. iii. 22, "cupiditatum
•ieruos"; Seneca, JVat. Quaesf. iii. pref. 17, "sibi seruire grauissima

esc seruitus " ; Persius, v. 73 sqq. ; Epictetus commonly uses avSpd-

TToSov of the vicious man, ii. 20. 3, 22. 31.

20. €1 ydp. Here again yap is loosely used to introduce a new
feature. For /aiW/uxi see Lev. vii. 8; Judg. ix. 2, xiii. 16; Ezek
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xxxiii. 31 ; I Mace. xiii. 50. It is a classical poetical word. These
deluded victims had escaped the pollutions of the world (hence
ovTtos airocfivyovTas is probably the better reading in ver. 18) by
means of the knowledge of Christ ; see i. 2, 8. The 8e after tovtols

may be understood as referring to a fiiv which might have been
inserted after a7ro<j>vy6vT€<s : the dative rovrots belongs to 177x0)1^x1.

'E/ATrA-aKeVrcs, "noosed" or "fettered": Soph. O. T. 1264, TrAcKTats

CQjpai? ifjuTreTrXiyfjiivr] : Arist. Thestn, 1032, cv Sea-fioia-LV i/xTrcTrXiyfxivr}.

In TO. €(Txa-ra there is an allusion to the words of our Lord recorded
in Matt xii. 45. The whole passage is very similar in sense to

Heb. X. 26, €KOvcrL(jiS yap afiapravovTiov rjjxuiv^ fxeTa ro \a/3eLV rrjv

iTTLyvoxTiv Trj<s aXrjOeLaSt ovk4ti irepl apxipTtuiv aTroXuireraL Ova-Co, See
note on L 9 above.

21. KpctTToi' Y&p Y|i^. "For it were better for them never to

have known the way of righteousness (which is also the way of

truth, ii. 2, and the straight way, ii. 15), than having known it to

turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them."
Better have remained heathen than thus fall into apostasy. For the

omission of av with the imperfect indicative, see Goodwin, Greek
Moods and Tenses^ 49. 2, note 2 ; Blass, p. 206; cf. Matt xxvi. 24, koKov

rfv avT(p : Rom. ix. 3, rjvxofxrjv. For the singular IvroXi^y cf. Deut
xxvi. 13 ; Ps. xviii. (xix.) 8, cxviii. (cxix.) 96, 98 ; Prov. ii. i, vi. 23,

xiii. 13, xix. 16 ; Eccles. viii. 5. In the New Testament the singular

appears elsewhere to mean a particular precept; in Rom. viL 12, 17

ivToXi] ayCa is the tenth commandment; possibly i Tim. vi. 14 may
be an exception. Here "the holy commandment" is the moral
law which is still regarded as binding upon Christians, and was only

reiterated and deepened in the Sermon on the Mount and in the

teaching of the apostles. Spitta is probably right in thinking that

Jude's 17 aTra$ TrapaSoOeicra rots dytots Triort? is suggested by this

phrase of 2 Peter : if this is the case, the change of ivToXrj into Trto-Tts

and the insertion of the Pauline dytots are significant

22. oru|jip^pT]K€K auTois TO TTJs dXT)9oGs irapoijjiias. "The word of

the true proverb has happened unto them," has been verified in

them. Alford quotes Lucian, dial. mort. viii. i, tovto IkCwo to t^s

TrapoLfiLas, 6 vefSpbs rbv Xiovra. The first of the two proverbs may
be found in Prov. xxvi. 1 1, wa-Trep kvwv OTav iiriXdr) CTTt Tov iavTov

€p,€rov. The second is not biblical, and can hardly be derived

from a Hebrew source. Aova-aixivij means " having bathed itself in

mud"; cf. Aristotle, ircpt Ta ^wa ia-rop. viii. 6 (Bekker, 595^, 31),
Ttts 8' v5 Kol TO Xov€cr6aL iv TrrjXw (Tnatvu), The sense is. not that

the creature has washed itself clean in water (so apparently the
R.V.), still less that it has been washed clean (as A.V.), and then
returns to the mud ; but that having once bathed in filth it never
ceases to delight in it This habit of swine was used as a moral
emblem both in Greek—Wetstein quotes Michael Apostolius, 1910,
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ofioiov Tw Kpdrr]TO<s- v<s iv ^op^opio IXvcnraTaL : Epictetus, iv. ii. 29,
ttTreX^c, Kttt X^'PV StaXeyov, iv' iv ftop^opio firj KvXi-qraL—and in Latin,

Cicero, Verr. iv. 24, "in Verre quern in luto uolutatum totius

corporis uestigiis inuenimus." Horace has both the dog and the

sow in one line, Epp. i. 2. 26, " Vixisset canis immundus uel arnica

luto sus." It has been noticed in the Introduction, p. 228, that the

proverbs as given by St. Peter run very easily into iambics ; in the

first iiipafia is substituted for cfxero^^ and the introductory phrase (to

TTJ^ aXrfOovs TrapoLfjiLas) seems to show that he does not quote either

of them as scripture. Probably he took them both from some
collection of proverbs. But, as the first is certainly scriptural, we
may guess that this collection was the work of a Jew, most likely an
Alexandrine Jew, who to the Solomonic proverbs added others

derived from Gentile sources.

e^cpdw is used in the sense of " to vomit " by the comic poets

(see Liddell and Scott), and by Aquila in his version of Lev.

xviii. 28. KvXia-fjLa is found in Symmachus' version of Ezek. x. 13 ;

it ought to mean "something rolled round," " a cylinder," but is

here used for KvXto-Tpa, " a rolling place," or for kvAkt/ao?, " rolling "
;

B C and some cursives have kvAict/aoj/.

III. 1. raur-qv r\hii\ . . . hidvoiav. "This is now, beloved, the

second letter that I write unto you ; in each of which I stir up
your pure mind by putting you in remembrance." "HBr] is to be
taken closely with the numeral, as in Soph. /%//. 312, Iros roS" tjStj

ScKttTOv. For Suyiipeiv iv VTrofivi^arei see i. 1 3. For Sidvoia see

I Pet. i. 13. EiAifcpii/iJs, etXt/cptVcia occur i Cor. v. 8; 2 Cor.

L 12, il 17 ; PhiL L 10. EtAt^piv^s Siavoia is used by Plato, Phaed,
66 A, of " pure reason," such as that which the geometer employs

;

Phaed. 81 C, ctXi/cptv^s ^v^ is opposed to ^v^ /xefjuaa/jiivrf kol

aKaOapToi, Here in 2 Peter a " pure reason " is one which is not
stained or warped by sensuality, that is to say, ctXtKptvi}s bears the

sense which it has in Plato as an epithet of tj/vxVi but not that

which it has as an epithet of StdvoLa, St. Peter has used philosophic

words caught up in conversation and not quite accurately under-

stood.

Commentators generally hold that the former letter here re-

ferred to is our I Peter. S pitta, however, maintains that it is not, on
the grounds that (i) 2 Peter is addressed to Jewish Christians,

I Peter to Gentiles ; (2) Peter himself and others of the Twelve
had preached to the recipients of 2 Peter, but apparently not to

those of I Peter (cf. i Pet. i. 12 ; 2 Pet. L 16); (3) the contents of

I Peter are not accurately here described.

The first and second reasons have little force, if we take

the view that i Peter was addressed to a mixed community.
Nor is there anything, not even in ii. 18, to lead us to suppose

that the readers of 2 Peter were all Jew Christians. Nor
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need we force the repeatecj first person plural of the first

chapter to imply that the apostles had laboured personally in

these Churches. Nothing more need be meant than that the

recipients knew perfectly well what the teaching of the apostles

was.

The third objection is more serious. The language used in

i. 12-21 may mean that the object of the apostle in writing to

these Churches had always been the same, that of meeting error

by insisting on the historical truth of the gospel ; and here he says

that in the former letter as in this (cv ats), he had appealed to the

testimony of the prophets and of the apostles. Now i Peter is not

directly pointed against false teaching, nor are proofs alleged in

the same way as in 2 Peter. It is highly probable that St. Peter

wrote many Epistles, and quite possible that his first letter to these

particular Churches may have been lost. And in the Address

the word Btacnropd is not used, nor are the names of the provinces

given.

We cannot feel absolutely certain that i Peter is here referred

to, any more than we say with confidence what particular Epistle

of St. Paul is meant in iii. 15. Yet i Peter will satisfy the condi-

tions fairly well. The prophets and evangelists are appealed to

(i. 10-12), the Passion and Ascension of our Lord are laid down
as the historical basis of the gospel, and the Parousia, in particular,

is pointed to repeatedly. The last point is here of great weight.

Upon the whole it may be held that Spitta's doubts are groundless,

though they are enforced also by Zahn.

2. fAi/T]a0T]i'at . . . crwrrjpos. "That ye should remember the

words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and the com-
mandment of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles" (R.V.).

There appears to be no doubt as to the MS. text; rjfitov for vfiwv

has very slight attestation. The infinitive fxvrja-OrjvaL must be taken

to denote purpose, but it is ungrammatical (Alford refers to a
similar breach of rules in Luke i. 72), and is particularly awkward
after the words Suyelpo) iv virofivrja-ei. The author here reverts to

the end of chap, i., and repeats the appeal to his two witnesses, the

prophets and the apostles. Both testified to the Bvvafjus koI Trapova-ia

of Christ. Having exhausted what he had to say about the former
point against those who denied the power of the Lord who bought
vhem, St. Peter now turns to the second. The two divisions of his

subject are marked by two repeated phrases, Stcyctpetv cV vtto/xj rjaet

and TOVTO irpwTOV yLV(i)crKOVT€<s. The clause t^s rwv OLTrocrToXoiv v/xojv

ivTo\rj<s rov Kvptov kol crwTTJpo^ has Caused great trouble ; the com-
plication of genitives is very harsh. The A.V. reading ^piwv and
making tov Kvpcov depend upon a7roo-ToA.a>v, translates "the com-
mandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour " ; but this

construction is difficult in any case, and becomes quite impossible,

19
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if vfiu)v is read. On the other hand, the rendering of the R.V.,

which differentiates the genitives, taking rov Kvpcov to mean "<?/

the Lord," and rQ)v dTroo-ToAwi/ ^'through the apostles," seems even

more objectionable. To some extent, indeed, we might meet the

difficulty by supposing that the words rov Kvpiov /cat croyr^pos are

added as an afterthought, and translating, "the command of your
apostles, or rather, I should say, of the Lord " ; but it may be sus-

pected that the text is unsound. A good reason may be found
for the use of the possessive, v/xwj/. " Your apostles " are the men
whom you ought to trust; do not listen to these false teachers,

with whom you have neither part nor lot. It has been supposed

that the forger of the Epistle here allows his mask to slip, and
confesses that he himself was not an apostle; but this is quite a

needless inference. The apostles are the Twelve. Some have

thought that Paul, Silas, and Barnabas are intended, but it is

highly doubtful whether the author would have called Silas and
Barnabas, or even St. Paul, apostles. For ivroX-i], see ii. 21.

*EvT€kXo/jiai is frequently used of our Lord in the Gospels, Matt,

xvii. 9, xxviii. 20 ; John xv. 14, 17 ; cf. Acts i. 2, xiii. 47 ; it belongs

to the conception of our Lord as Sea-n-oTrjs, 2 Pet. ii. i. For dytW
7rpo<^r;rwv, cf. Luke i. 70, and note on i. 21 above.

3. TouTo TrpwTOj' yiv(ji(TKovT€s. The phrase is used above, i. 20.

The repetition is quite in the Petrine manner, but in the present

place it is by no means free from difficulty. There can be no
doubt that the accusative is required, and there is no reason why
our author should not have used this case. Probably yivwa-Kovras

ought to be read in spite of all the MSS. The words eXcvo-ovrat,

K.T,X,, form a prophecy of St. Peter's own, and what he says is.

Remember the words of the prophets and the command of the

apostles, "knowing this first"—taking with you this preliminary

caution from me—that mockers shall come (for the future see

note on ii. i).

eir* iaxdroiv r5>v YJfiepuv. "In the last days," in the time of

distress which precedes the end. Cf. Heb. L i, iv ia-xoirov tGv

rjixepuiv rovT(j)v: Jude 18, ctt' Itrxarov rov )(p6vov: Jas. V. 3, iv

i<TxdraL<s y)fxipai<s. See note on liT icrxdrov rSiv xpovdiVf I Pet. i. 20.

*Ej/ i/JiTraiyfxovr} i/XTraiKrat is a Strong Hebraism, cf. iv rrj <f>6opa avruiv

KoX fjidaprjCTOvrat^ above, ii. 1 2 : iTTiOvfiLa eTreOv/xyja-ay Luke xxii. 1 5 :

KiOapwhuiv KiOapttpvroiv iv rats Kiddpai^; avrwv, Apoc. xiv. 2. *EjM,7rat'^a),

" to mock," is classical ; iixTraUrTjs is found in the LXX. (in Isa. iii. 4),

so also are l/XTraty/xa and ifnraiyiJ,6<s (also in Heb. xi. 36). 'E/X7raiy-

fiov^ is not found elsewhere, and is an impossible formation (if

ifiwaLyfjLtov existed, ifnraiyfioavvr) would be the correct derivative ; cf.

iroXvirpdyfJiUiv rroXvTrpayp.oa-vvq, cf)pdS/xo)V f^pahpLoa-vvq^ lSixwv iS/xocrvviy).

It is omitted by K L, by many other of the later MSS., and by some
Fathers, because it was seen to be a vox nihili^ or because it is
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omitted by Jude. The true reading is probably ifiTraiyfiw. See
note on Trapa^poviia, ii. 16. For Kara ras tStia? avriov iTnOvfiLai

Jude (vers. 16, 17) has Kara ras avTwv or iavrCiv iTnOv/xtasj avoiding

the vulgar use of tSta?, for which cf. ii. 16, 22.

With these words St. Peter begins his attack upon the denial of

the Parousia, the doctrinal error which underlay the moral ex-

travagances of the false teachers. He has had the subject in view

from the outset of the Epistle. The iirayyeX/xaTa of i. 4 are the

eTrdyycXfia of iii. 13; Other connecting links are to be found in

17 al(x)VLo<s ^aa-iKtia, i. 11; TrapovaLUy i. 1 6, and the references to

Kpicn<i and fffi-ipa KpLo-eoi^ in the second chapter.

4. TToO iarriv f\ CTrayYeXia ttjs Trapouo-ias auToO. "Where is the

promise of His Coming ? " Ilapovo-ta means the Second Advent,
the coming of our Lord to judge, as in Matt. xxiv. 3. Notice
the Hebraistic manner in which denial is expressed by a question,

as in Mai. ii. 17 ; Ps. xlii. 3, Ixxix. 10; Jer. xvii. 15 ; Luke viii. 25.
" Where is it ? It has come to naught ; it is vain." Von Soden
and Kiihl would restrict the promise to that made by the prophets

of the Old Testament, but we cannot exclude a reference to the

prophecy of our Lord Himself, Matt. xxiv. 34. It is probable,

as Spitta points out, that the denial of the Parousia arose out of

these very words. As the men of " this generation " began to die

away, doubt would immediately arise.

d<|>' ^s. " Since." The expression occurs also i Mace. i. 1 1

;

Acts xxiv. 1 1 ; Luke vii. 45. From the last passage we see that it

has become a pure adverb. So, indeed, it is here, as the singular

fjfiepa^ would not suit the context. " Since the fathers fell asleep

all things remain thus," as we see them, and as they have been
" from the beginning of creation." Some understand " the fathers

"

of the fathers and founders of the Christian Church, and find in

the phrase a sign that the Epistle was not written till more than
one generation of believers had passed away. But no forger would
have fallen into so obvious and fatal a blunder. The phrase is to

be explained in the same way as ol rraripe^ in Heb. i. i ; Rom. ix. 5,

or 01 Trarepe? rjfi^ov in Acts iii. 13. The Church is one, as in i Peter,

and " the fathers " belong to all Christians.

There must have been a strong Hebraistic colouring in the

minds of the deniers as well as in that of St. Peter. Church and
Scripture are so completely one that the Old Testament can be
used to strengthen doubts as to the Christian shape of the doctrine

of the day of judgment. St. Peter's answer rests mainly on the
Old Testament, with a brief allusion to the gospel and a passing
appeal to the authority of St. Paul.

Notice, again, the subtle, almost modern, character of the

doubt. At Thessalonica men doubted only whether those Chris-

tians who had died before the Parousia would be permitted tQ live
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with Jesus in His kingdom (i Thess. iii. 13 sqq. See also Intro

duction, p. 239). In the Churches addressed by St. Peter the

doubt rests upon reflexion of a scientific type, the long vista of the

past, the apparent immutability of the world,—thoughts which in

our time have become still more oppressive.

The doubt may have been suggested simply by the broad
stretch of Old Testament history, but it was very possibly con-

nected with the doctrine of the eternity of the world, which had
been adopted from Aristotle by the Platonists and by the Jewish

mystics of the time. This tenet is defended by Philo against the

Stoic belief in the cKTrvpojo-t? : see de incorr, mundiy 18 sqq. (ii. 505),

and de mundo^ 2 (ii. 604), where he rests his position in part on the

everlasting law of the eternal God. Philo in these passages makes
little use of the Old Testament, though he says that Moses taught

that the world was yevrjTov kol aff>OapToVf de mundo, 8. The doc-

trine of the eternity of matter was found by the Rabbis, and possibly

by the LXX. translators, in Gen. i. i ; see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des

Heils, ii. 9. It is probable that the false teachers were Jews by
birth and Christians by name, who knew more or less about these

scholastic debates. The arguments which they would employ

—

they may be gathered from Philo—would sound to St. Peter very

l.ke " mockery."
5. \okvMv€.i yhp auTois touto QiKovra^. "For this they wilfully

fail to see." "Wilfully," because they are avOaSchj ii. 10. The
antecedent to yap is to be found in the assertion Travra ovtod

Sta/x-eVet—this is untrue, " for scripture tells us that once already the

world has been destroyed by water."

oTt oupaj'ot . . . cruuecTTuxTa. "That from of old was heaven,

and an earth subsisting out of water and by means of water." For
€K7raXat see ii. 3. Jewish mystics distmguished seven heavens

(Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des Heih^ ii. 37) ; cf. 2 Cor. xii. 2 ; Eph.

iv. 10. OvpavoL is used in the New Testament frequently by St.

Matthew (as in the Lord's Prayer, vi. 9), not uncommonly by St.

Mark, rarely by St. Luke, never by St. John (except in Apoc.
xii. 12). In Acts it occurs twice (ii. 34, vii. 56). St. Paul uses the

plural more frequently than the singular. St. Peter in the First

Epistle has the singular twice (i. 12, iii. 22), the plural once (i. 4)

;

in the Second, the singular once (i. 1 8), where he is speaking of

heaven as the abode of God, the plural five times, all in this

passage (iii. 5-13), where he is treating of cosmogony. Generally,

the plural seems to be a mere Hebraism, the Hebrew word being

plural in form, and we need not suppose an allusion to the

Rabbinical theory unless the context requires it. Hence here we
ought probably to translate "heaven," not "heavens." Some
commentators, however, prefer to keep the plural, and think that

the seven heaveru« -"^e in St. Peter's mind.
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Heaven is placed here before earth, as in Gen. i. i. The order

of creation was variously explained in the Rabbinical Schools.

Shammai, relying on Gen. i. i, distinguished crTepiwfxa from
ovpavosj and taught that first heaven and then earth were created

on the first day. Hillel, relying on Gen. i. 4, ii. 4, identified

o-Tcpew/Att with ovpavoSf and taught that earth was created on the

first day, heaven on the second. Spitta thinks that St. Peter is

here declaring his adhesion to the opinion of Shammai. This,

however, can hardly be inferred from the text. St. Peter says

nothing that a simple Jew could not have gathered from his own
reading of Genesis.

There should be no comma after eKTraXat: the words ^a-av

cKiraXaL apply to earth as well as heaven. Of earth it is said that it

subsists

6§ uSttTos Kal Si* uSaros. *E^ may be taken to denote the

emerging of the earth from the waters (Gen. i. 9) in which it had
lain buried, and the majority of commentators appear to adopt this

explanation. But, combined as it is here with (rvi'coTwo-a, the

preposition seems rather to express the material out of which the

earth was made (so Oecumenius, Hofmann, Kiihl, Alford, Salmond).

There appears to be no trace of a Jewish belief that water was the

prime element of which earth was made, except in the later Clemen-

tine Homilies^ xi. 24 (quoted by Dr. Plummer)
; yet it is a possible

explanation of Gen. i. 2, where water exists at a time when earth is

aKarao-KcvaoTTos. At' vSaros again is very difficult. It can hardly

mean " in the midst of water," as an island surrounded by the sea,

for the preposition never bears this sense, though it is used of a
mental state, in which we are, or rather through which we are

passing (8t* y]crv^iaM cTvai et stmm ; cf. hi viro/xovrjs rpex^iVy Heb. xii. i).

We must render " by means of water." Water is at once the material

and the instrumental cause of the subsistence of the earth. It is

made out of the sea below, and its life depends on the rain from
above. Swco-ravai means both to have been put together or made,
and to subsist or endure ; for the latter sense compare Col. L 17.

Tw ToG 0€oO XoytjJ. By the fiat of God ; cf. Heb. xi. 3, prjp,ari

©eov. Here again there is no trace of speculation, though the

Rabbis had much to say about the creative word. One type of

theory is to be found in Philo, another refined upon the Ten
Creative Words discovered in Gen. i. (see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des

HeilSy ii. 20).

6. 81' Siv. The antecedent may be found in the two waters of

which we have just read; the fountains of the deep spouted up
from below and the rain streamed down from above (Gen. viii. 2),

the matter of the earth was resolved into its original form and
washed away. We may, however, suppose hC wv to refer to rSwp

fcnd A.oyos, the two agents of creation co-operating in destruction;
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and this view finds support in the following words, in which \6yo<i

and TTvp appear as the causes of the second catastrophe.

6 TOT€ K<5(r/xos. Ko(r/Aos may be taken, as by Spitta, to mean the

universe. It is possible that in the view of St. Peter the first

heaven and earth were absolutely destroyed and succeeded by the

present (ot vvv ovpavol koi t) yi}), as these again will be replaced by a
new heaven and earth (ver. 13 below). The same views may be
found in the Book of Enoch, Ixxxiii. 3-5, where Enoch is describing

his dream of the Flood. "I saw in a vision how the heaven
collapsed and was borne off and fell to the earth . . . and I lifted

up my voice to cry aloud and said, The earth is destroyed." (See
the passage in Mr. Charles' translation.) Cf also Clem. Rom. ix.,

N(ue . , . irakiyyev€(Tiav Koa-fjiw iKTjpv^ev, and Lightfoot's note there.

Yet, on the other hand, this view, that the whole universe was
resolved into water by the Flood, does not represent the obvious
sense of Scripture, does not square very well with the language of

ii. 5, where koo-ilo^ da-e/^wv seems to mean simply the impious
denizens of earth, and is hardly consistent with the preceding verse.

For, if earth alone subsisted of water and by water, so earth alone,

we might think, could be destroyed by water. Hence Oecu-
menius, Bengel, Hofmann take Kocrfio^ here to mean the human
race, or all living things.

We must make allowance for rhetorical colour. The author
presses as far as he can the analogy between two cases which were
not absolutely parallel.

7. oi 81 vOv oupavoi , , , irupt. " But the heavens that now are

and the earth are treasured up by the same word for fire." Tw avro)

is the reading of A B P, some cursives, the Sahidic, Coptic, Armenian,
and Vulgate ; t^ C K L, many cursives, the Syriac, and Aethiopian
have T<D avTov. There is little or no difference in sense. There are

many " words of God " in the Old Testament in which fire is spoken
of as attending the final judgment, such as Ps. xcvii. 3 ; Isa. Ixvi.

15, 16 ; Dan. vii. 9, 10 ; some of them might well be taken to signify

an actual destruction of the world by fire, especially Isa. xxxiv. 4;
Mic. i. 4. ' Hence the belief that, as the world had once perished

by water, so it would again perish by fire, was possibly held, though
it was certainly not universal, among the Jews in St. Peter's time.

It may perhaps be found in a book of prophecies attributed to

Adam ; see Josephus, Ant, i. 2. 3, vpociprjKoro^ d(f>avLcrfx6v 'ASdfiov

tCjv oXuiv tcr€<r6oUf rov fxkv kot l<r)^v Trvpos, rov ercpov Sk Kara ^(.av ko\

ttXtjOvv vSaros. But on this subject see Introduction, p. 214,

nvpi", "for fire," is the dativus commodi. The R.V. in the

margin gives "stored with fire" as an alternative rendering for

T€6y)(TavpL(rfji€voL TTvpL But O-qa-avpL^cLv means " to lay up a treasure,'*

and no instance is given of its use with the dative in the sense

required. What St. Peter has to tell us here is, not where the fire
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is, but what it will do. Irenaeus, i. 7. i, attributes to the Valen-

tinians the doctrine that at the End " the fire which lurks in the

world, shining and kindling and destroying all matter, will be burnt

out with the matter and go into nothingness." The earth is

"stored with fire," which will one day burst forth and consume
everything. This, however, is purely Stoic doctrine, based upon the

theory of Heraclitus that fire was the prime element. St. Peter

cannot have meant that the post-diluvian world was made of fire, as

the antediluvian world was made of water; no "word of God"
could have led him to think thus. Yet it is possible that the

Valentinians found a scriptural handle for their tenet in this passage

of 2 Peter.

Tir]poufA€»'oi €is iQfx^pav Kptaews. Note again this favourite phrase;

cf. ii. 4, 9, and i Pet. i. 4. 'AircoXcta is another word which 2 Peter

repeats, see ii. i, 3.

^. iv hk TouTo fi.T) Xai'0a»'^T<i> upias. " But do not you fail to see

this one thing." The v/iSs forms an emphatic antithesis to avrovs

in ver. 5.

oTt fi,ia i^fjL^pa. "That in the Lord's sight one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." The phrase is

suggested by Ps. Ixxxix. (xc.) 4, on x^^'-^ ^^ ^^ 6(f>6aXixoLs a-ov ws rj

^fiepa rj ex^cs ^ns StrjXOc. St. Peter is not quoting, but drawing an
inference from, the Psalm. The desire of the Psalmist is to

contrast the eternity of God with the short span of human life.

What St. Peter wishes is to contrast the eternity of God with the

I
impatience of human expectations. As Augustine says, God is

patiens quia aeternus. The day of judgment is at hand (i Pet. iv. 7).

It may come to-morrow ; but what is to-morrow ? What does God
mean by a day ? It may be a thousand years.

This verse of 2 Peter (like i. 15) has a history, which is no
longer easy to trace. From this peculiar adaptation of the words of

the Psalm sprang Chiliasm. On this subject see Introduction, p. 2 13.

Observe that St. Peter says nothing about signs that should
precede our Lord's Coming. Cf. the present passage with

2 Thess. ii. St. Paul appeals to his own prophecies on the subject.

Certain events are to happen before the Parousia, and these must
take a considerable time.

We may find here a sign of authenticity, if we remember John
xxi. 18, 19. St. Peter had been warned that he should not live to

see the Parousia (cf. i. 14). He could not therefore feel the

difficulty which troubled the Thessalonians as to what would be the

lot of those who died before the Lord's return ; nor could he speak,

like St. Paul, of " us which are alive and remain " ; nor would he
have any personal interest in the Signs of the End. It may be
doubted whether a forger would have been so reticent.

Again, though this passage is the base, or one of the bases, of
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Chiliasm, St. Peter makes no allusion to that doctrine. Here again

we may discern a sign of great antiquity.

9. ou jSpaSui'ei 6 Kupios tt)s eiraYY^Xias. "The Lord is not slow
concerning His promise." The genitive is perhaps analogous to

that used commonly after verbs of failing, or missing, such as

afiapTdvoi, cr^aA.A.o/x,at, va-Tcput. Or, possibly, we may compare Soph.
-^^- 3^1i ''<>^ KaarLyvT^TOv ri <^ijs; Phil. 339, ava^tov fiev <^<otos l^^pr)-

crofxaL, where the genitive alone has the sense of the case accom-
panied by irepi: see Blass, p. 105. Bengel quotes Sirach xxxii.

(XXXV.) 2 2, /cat KpLV€L 8lKai(t)S KOL TrOL7](TeL KplcTlV KCLL 6 KvptO? OV fX^

^paBvvT) ovBk fxrj fxaxpoOvfinjarei hr avrots. The Lord is certainly

Christ ; see ver. 1 5 below.

<3s Tti'cs PpaSuTTJTtt T^younrai. "As some (the mockers) count
slowness " ; as if delay sprang from impotence or unwillingness to

perform.

(AT) pouXofiews. "Not because He wishes that some should

i perish, but that all should come to repentance." Some will perish

I
(ver. 7 above), but this is not the purpose of God.

10. ^|€t receives emphasis from its position. "It will come,
that day of the Lord." For ijftepa Kvplov (from Joel iii. 4) see Acts

ii. 20; I Cor. V. 5; I Thess. v. 2 ; 2 Thess. ii. 2. In Phil. ii. 16

we have rffiipa Xpurrovy cf. Luke xvii. 26, 31. Above, ii. 9, iii. 7,

rjfjiepa Kpto-ews : below, ver. 1 2, rj/xipa ©eov. The day of the Lord,

of God, of Christ, of the Son of Man, are not distinguished.

(US KX^imjs. Cf. Matt xxiv. 43 ; C K L add cv wkti, from
I Thess. v. 2. Whenever it comes, soon or late, the day of the

Lord will be sudden and unexpected, like the attack of a thief.

There will be no time for repentance then. This is the essential

point on which the wise teacher will dwell.

poil^TjSoi'. 'Pottos, pot^«o, and cognates, are used of shrill

rushing sounds, the hissing of a snake, the whirr of a bird's wings,

the hurtling of an arrow. Here probably the roaring of flame is

meant. The adverb is probably formed from pot^ew, but it may
come directly from pot^o^. Lucian, Ti'mon, 3, uses three similar

words, Koa-KLVTfSov^ atoprjSov, TrcTprjSov, all formed from nouns.

oToixeia. Stoixos means " a row " ; hence crroixeta, " things

arranged in a row," the letters of the alphabet, or the elements of

Nature. In Heb. v. 12, rot a-TOLx^'ia t^s olpxv^ "^^^ XoyicDv tow

@€ov, are the Christian alphabet, the first rudimentary lessons of the

creed. In Gal. iv. 3, 9, ra crroix<aa Tov KO(r/u.ov, ra acrOev^ kcCL Trrw^a

o-Totxcta, are again rudimentary lessons ; but these, in St. Paul's

view, are laws, precepts, rites and ceremoniv. , distinguished from

gospel freedom. So again. Col. ii. 8, 20, the word is used of

precepts based upon philosophy, vain deceit, and the traditions of

men ; school lessons which are no longer good for enlightened men.

St. Peter is clearly speaking of physical elements. He may
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mean—(i) The four elements, earth, air, water, fire (so Bede).

This sense is common in Greek philosophy. The objection that

fire cannot destroy fire is not serious, for earthly sensible fire

might very well be thought of as destroyed by heavenly ideal fire.

But this explanation is too scientific for St. Peter.

(2) The great parts of which the world is composed, sun, moon,
stars, earth, sea. In this sense our passage seems to have been
understood by the author of the second book of the Sibylline Oracles

(ii. 206):

Kai rbnre x^jpeivo-et ffTOixela jrp6iram-a ri K6<rfiov,

'Aijp, yaia, ddXaaffa, ^dos, t6\os, ijfiaTa, viiKT€i.

(3) The heavenly bodies, sun, moon, and stars. In this sense

oTToixcta is used by Justin, Apol. ii. 5; Trypho, 23; Theoph. A?tL

i. 4, 5, 6, ii. 15, 35 ; Athenag. Suppl. 16, and many Greek Fathers.

In the Letter of Polycrates, Eus. H, E. iii. 31. 2, crroixda means
"stars of the Church" ; see note of Valesius in Heinichen. Hence
the Latin Fathers not uncommonly called the stars elementa. Isa.

xxxiv. 4 was quoted by the Rabbis to show that the stars will perish

at the end of the world; see Gixox&r, Jahrhundert des Heils^ ii. 274.

This is the most probable sense here (Bengel, Alford, Plumptre).

I

The run of the sentence distinguishes the heavens and the elements

\
(stars) from the earth and the works that are therein.

In Test. Levi, 4, there is a passage which Spitta (adopting a con-

jectural emendation of Schrapp's) quotes thus

—

tov ttv/oos KaraTm^a--

COVTOS Ktti 7rdcrr)<s KTarcws Kav(rovix€vr}<i Koi rtov dopdroiv TrvevfxdTiov

Tr)KO}i€V(t>v. Hence Spitta (followed by Kiihl and von Soden) main-

tains that St. Peter means by crroLx^'ia not the stars, but the spirits,

which were regarded as inhabiting and animating them. The same
explanation of a-Totx^'la in Gal. iv. 3, 9 ; Col. iii. 8, is given by Ritschl,

Everling, Diels {Elementum, Teubner, 1899; reviewed by A. Deiss-

mann in Theol. Literaturzeitung, Jan. 5, 1901). There was such

a belief (see Enoch Ix. 12, Ixix. 22) among both Jews and Gentiles.

But Mr. Sinker's text of the Testamenta has Kkovovfievr]^ not Kavaov-

fieurjs, and that careful scholar notices no variant. Nor, if we put

on one side the disputed passages in the Pauline Epistles, is any

instance of this peculiar use of (ttolx^Xov quoted. It is not possible

to find the star-spirits in the words of 2 Peter, though they may
very well be meant by the dopara Trvivfiara of Zevi. Possibly the

words of Zevi may be a reminiscence of the present passage.

KauaoujjLCka. Kavaos means a peculiar kind of fever, and Kav-

a-ova-dat is used by medical writers of those who suffer from that

special complaint. It is obvious that this sense will not suit the

present passage, but Kava-ovcrOaL does not appear to be used in any
other. It seems highly probable that Kavaovficva does not belong
to KavaovcrOat at all, but is merely a vulgarism for Kavaoficva. In
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later Greek the middle future constantly assumes the Doric form

;

thus we find i/euoroC/x-ai, TTvevcrov/xaif irXeva-ov^xai, 7rtov/x,at, Treuo-oC/xat.

In 2 Clem. vii. 5 we have Tra^ov/xat. ^cviovfiaiis commonly used

even by the classics. See Lobeck, Phrynichus, p. 30 ; Rutherford,

JVew Phry7iichuSy p. 91 ; Moeris, Triofmi : Cobet, Nouae Lectiones^

p. 617; Veitch, Kaiot).

KaxttKaiicreTau Here again the text is corrupt. See Introduc-

tion, p. 213.

epya are opera naturae et artis (Bengel).

11. Xuofji^j'WK is used loosely for Xvdyja-oixivoiv, See Blass, p. 189,

and compare TiqKerai just below.

iroTaiTous. "What sort of men." Both sense and spelling

belong to later Greek; the classic word is TroSaTros, which means
" of what country." See Lobeck, PhrynichuSy p. 56 ; Rutherford,

New PhrynichuSy p. 128.

Iv dyiots di'aaTpo(|)ats Kal efiaePctats. " In holy behaviours and
pieties " (Alford). Neither word is used in the plural elsewhere in

the New Testament, but in i Pet, i. 1 5 we have Iv Trday dvaa-Tpotlifj,

" in every behaviour," which is practically a plural, i Pet. ii. i we
find v7ro/cptcr€t5 ^^dvovs: iL 9, dpcrai: iv. 3, do-cXyetats ot^o^Xvytats

elSoiXoXarpeiaL^: 2 Pet. ii. 2, do-cXyctats: iL 14, TrXeovc^tais (v.i.). In

both Epistles there is the same tendency to use the abstract noun
in the plural

13. oTTciiSon-as. Not "hastening towards the coming"; this

version would require a preposition, and yields no satisfactory sense.

We may translate—(i) "Giving diligence about," "zealously guard-

ing, the Coming." So Plato, Protag. 361 A, speaks of a man as

o-TTcvSwv avTw ivavTiay " fighting for propositions that confute him."

(2) " Hastening the Coming." The Church may be said to bring

the day nearer when it prays "Thy Kingdom come." And not

prayer only, but the " holy behaviours and pieties " of God's children,

which promote the repentance of the ungodly (i Pet. il 12), are

\ a condition of the coming of the Kingdom, and prepare the Lord's

j j;
way. It is possible that St. Peter may be referring to the Jewish

ijj
belief that the sins of men prevented Messiah from appearing. In

1|
the Talmud it is said, "Si Judaei poenitentiam facerent una die

^Istatim ueniret Messias, filius Dauid"; see Qdxox^Xy Jahrhundert des

HeilSy ii. p. 224. If we follow this interpretation, we have here

again a view different from St Paul's; see a Thess. ii 6, 7, to

KaT€)(OV : 6 KaT€;(o)v.

-niKCTat. The present is used for the future. But C P, many
cursives, the Vulgate, Armenian, and Syriac read Ta/ciJo-cTai or tukij-

a-ovraL. For the verb, cf. Isa. xxxiv. 4, Kal raKiJo-ovrat Traorai al

SvvdfXiL? rwv ovpavSiv : Mic. i. 4, kol at KotXdScs TOKijaovTaL ws K7jpb<s

d-rro Trpoa-iOTTov irvpos. The reader will observe the characteristic

repetition of words and phrases in this passage
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13. Kaii'ods 8c oupai/ous Kat yr]v Katn^i', Cf. Isa. Ixv. 17, «rTai

yap 6 ovpavoi Kaivbs kol rj yrj Katvrj : Enoch xci. 1 6, " And the

first heaven will depart and pass away, and a new heaven will

appear"; Apoc. xxi. i.

Iv ols SiKaioCTiJnf} KaTotK€t. "Has its home" (Acts vii. 48; Eph.
iii. 17; Col. ii. 9). This beautiful phrase is probably St. Peter's

own, but we may compare Enoch xlvi. 3, "the Son of Man, who
hath righteousness, with whom dwelleth righteousness."

14. irpoaSoKwrrcs is repeated from ver. 1 2 ; cr7rov8ao-aT€ from
i. 5, 10, 15 ; aoTTTiXot KoX a.ix(i)fir}TOL reminds us of i Pet. i. 19, afiw/xo<;

Koi acTTTiXos : 2 Pet. ii. 13, cnrikoi koX jxiofjiOL. The dative aurw may
be taken with the adjectives, " spotless and blameless in His sight,"

or with €vpe6rjvai, " to be found by Him," as in Isa. Ixv. i (quoted

in Rom. x. 20).

15. Kal TTji' TOO Kupiou rjp.cjj' jxaKpo0u/itai' o-urrjpiai/ t^ycTaOe. "And
count the long-suffering of our Lord salvation." " Our Lord " must
undoubtedly signify Christ, to whom alone the doxology in ver. 18

is addressed. His patience (cf. ver. 9) is not slowness, but salva-

tion; the Lord delays in order that all men may have time to

repent and be saved. SwTTypta is used here in an unusual sense,

of that which conduces to salvation. We might be tempted to

regard it as the feminine of the adjective, if it could be shown
that crwTTJpios ever possessed more than two genders.

Ka0u)9 Kal . , . eypav(/€i' ufxif. "Even as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given unto him, wrote unto
you." St. Paul never calls St. Peter "our beloved brother Cephas."
He is apparently represented as alive (XaXwv not XaX^o-as in ver. 16

;

but this is not conclusive, because the participle is contemporaneous
with €.ypa\f/€v). St. Peter speaks of him with affection and respect,

yet maintains the right to criticise. His words are not perceptibly

stronger than those which he uses of Silvanus, i Pet. v. 12. Kara
rr]v So^cto-av avrw aotftiay may be understood as a commendation
or as a caution. *Yfuv (see iii. i) means probably the Asiatic

Christians to whom i Peter was addressed, possibly some other

Church or group of Churches. Whoever they were, they had
received a letter (or possibly letters) from St. Paul The substance

of what St. Paul had written to them is more or less exactly indi-

cated by the words of vers. 14 and 15.

We may suppose St. Peter to lay the main stress on ao-irtXoi,

d/Aw/A>^ot, cv elprjvr}, and to be chiefly anxious for the correction of

the moral disorders described in the second chapter. In this case

any of the Pauline Epistles may be meant. Bengel selected

Hebrews (he held the Pauline authorship of this Epistle) ; others

have fixed upon Romans (Oecumenius, Grotius, Dietlein ; see

esp. Rom. ix. 22) ;
Jachmann decides for i Corinthians ; Augusti,

for Galatians; Benson, for Galatians, Ephesians, and Colossians
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(see Col. i. n sqq. These three Epistles have the advantage of

being addressed to Asiatics). Von Soden thinks that Ephesians
may be meant (see Eph. i. 4-14, vi. 10-18). Clearly, if St. Peter

only means "St. Paul, who has himself written to you, condemns
licence and disorder as emphatically as I do myself," it makes little

difference which Epistle we choose. Indeed, St. Peter goes on to

say that all St. Paul's Epistles teach the same lesson.

If, on the other hand, the stress falls on the words rrjv rov

KvpLOv 7]ix(iiv ixaKpoOvfiiav a'(i>Tr}pLav ^yetcr^e, and if we suppose the

reference to be to an Epistle in which moral disorder was connected

with difficulties about the Parousia, none of the existing Pauline

Epistles can be in question except i Corinthians (in this Church
there were very similar extravagances, and the Resurrection was by
some denied) and Thessalonians. Alford elects for i Thess.,

thinking that St. Peter actually refers to this Epistle in ver. 10

above (but see note there).

The reader must make his choice between more or less uncertain

possibilities. If 2 Peter was not written to Asiatic Christians,

Corinthians (see Introduction, p. 244) or Thessalonians may very

well be meant. If, on the other hand, it was,—and this seems
more probable,—then Galatians, Ephesians, or Colossians may con-

ceivably be referred to. But if we judge both that the recipients

of 2 Peter were Asiatics, and that the Pauline letter in question

dealt explicitly with disorders arising out of doubts about the

Parousia, we are forced to conclude that St. Peter is speaking of

a Pauline Epistle which, like that to the Laodiceans, or that to

the Corinthians (i Cor. v. 9), no longer exists. This is the opinion

maintained on various grounds by Pott, Spitta, Kiihl, and Zahn.

16. <&s Kttl CI' irdo-ais eirioToXats. This is the reading of A B C ;

^5 K L P have irdaaLs rais. " As also (he writes), in each and every

letter (or in all his letters), speaking about these things." It is by
no means necessary to see in these words, as some have done, a

reference to a definite canonical body of Pauline Epistles. St
Peter tells us that he was acquainted with several letters of St
Paul's, but does not say how many, nor whether they were earlier

or later in date than the letter or letters referred to in eypaxj/ev vpXv,

Nor, again, does he expressly say that these other letters were

known to his readers, though this is probably implied in the

following words of caution. In all these letters St Paul speaks

about "these things," the coming of our Lord to judge, and the

need of being found spotless and blameless in peace. The doc-

trine of the two great teachers is for all purposes of the present

Epistle the same.

There is nothing surprising in these words. Under the Empire

epistolary communication was as easy as it is now, though the

speed of conveyance was not quite so great It is not only possible,
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but probable, that St. Peter received every one of St. Paul's Epistles

within a month or two of its publication. We cannot imagine that

one apostle should have remained in ignorance of what other

apostles were doing, and it is quite inconceivable that St Peter

should not have read Galatians and i Corinthians. See Intro-

duction, p. 241.

eV ats. C K L P have iv oh.

Suakorjra. In the Pauline Epistles there were passages which

St. Peter regarded as hard to understand, difficult, obscure, capable

of a right interpretation, but capable also of being wrested to a

man's destruction. Alford reads iv oU ("in which matters "), and
follows De Wette in thinking that the reference is specially to St
Paul's teaching about the Parousia, in particular to 2 Thess. ii.

1 sqq. But what St. Paul says there as to the signs of the End,

though SvcrvorjTovy could not be so distorted as to endanger the

reader's salvation. Clearly St Peter has in view "utterances

which could be so twisted that they might serve to justify moral

laxity" (Spitta; so also von Soden, Kiihl, Weiss, Wiesinger).

Such are Rom. iii. 20, 28, iv. 15, v. 20, vii. 7; i Cor. xv. 56;
Gal. iiL 10, from which "the ignorant and unsteadfast" could (Rom.
vi. i), and in fact did, draw the false inference that morality is

indifferent, and that the Christian is " free " from the Ten Com-
mandments. Hofmann, however, is very possibly right in think-

ing that among the Svavorpra are to be reckoned also those passages

where St. Paul speaks of the spiritual resurrection of baptism (Eph.

ii. 5; Col. ii. 12, iii. i), which Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim.

ii. 17) may have "twisted" into the sense that there is no other

resurrection. St Peter expresses himself with wisdom and modera-

tion. St. James is more directly polemical, and comes very near to

making St. Paul responsible for the erroneous interpretation which

some had fixed upon his view of Faith and Freedom.

ot dfxaOeis Kal danl^piKTOi. For aarr-qpiKTOt cf. i. 12, ii. 14; i Pet.

v. 10. *AfmO-^<s (not used elsewhere in the New Testament), bring-

ing out, as it does, the moral value of teaching, of trained habits

of reflexion, of disciplined good sense, is highly characteristic of

St Peter. By teaching the Christian is established in the way of

truth (ii. 2), and of justice (ii. 21), the straight way (ii. 15), the way
which is substantially one and the same in the Old Testament and
ih the New.

ws Kal TcLs Xoiirds ypai^ds. " As they also wrest the other scrip-

tures." We might translate "the scriptures as well," or "the
scriptures on the other hand"; cf. Horn. Od. i. 132, IktoO^v

aXkoiv ixvrja-Trjpuiv (see Mr. Merry's note), where Odysseus is dis-

tinguished from the others, the suitors ; Luke xxii. 32, Ircpoi Sio

KaKovpyoi: I Thess. iv. 13, where 01 Xolttol means not "other
Christians," but "other people who are not Christians": Deut
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viii. 20, KaOa KOi TO. XotTTtt Wvr): here again "the other nations"
are contrasted with Israel (this is a common phrase). In this case
the Pauline Epistles are not here included in, but distinguished

from, "the other scriptures." Yet it is possible that St. Peter
speaks of the writings of his brother apostle as "scripture" in

the full sense of the word. Scripture is the voice of the Spirit

of Christ speaking through man (i Pet. i. ii), that Spirit which
St. Paul claims as his teacher (i Cor. ii. 12, 13), and by which
his <ro<jf>ta was given. There can be little doubt that the apostles

were regarded, and regarded themselves, as vtto Jlvcvfrnros ayiov

(j)€p6fi€voi. Writing inspired by the Holy Spirit was " holy writing,"

and was afterwards canonised, because it had from the first been
so considered. The Pauline Epistles were read in church, and
even in churches to which they were not addressed (Col. iv. 16

;

I Thess. v. 27), just as scripture was. See Introduction, p. 240.

St. Peter has already warned his readers (i. 20) that all pro-

phecy may be distorted by "private interpretations." Here he
adds that the Epistles of St. Paul may be garbled in the same
way.

Spitta rejects both the explanations given above, the second,

on the ground that Peter cannot possibly have placed the Pauline
Epistles on a level with the Old Testament; the first, mainly
because the perversion of the AoiTrai ypa(/)at is mentioned incident-

ally, and, as it were, by-the-way, after that of the Pauline Epistles,

as if it were a matter of less consequence. Hence he concludes
that these " other writings " were Epistles written by the companions
of St. Paul. But this objection is not serious. St. Peter had
already said that prophecy might be misinterpreted, and he would
hardly have said this unless he meant that the Libertines did

actually misinterpret it. Hence, in the present passage, it is

quite sufficient for him to throw in a passing reminder. " These
men gloze St. Paul, as I have told you that they gloze the scrip-

tures." Besides, the meaning of ypa(f>a.i, used in this way without

the name of an author, is so fixed that it cannot here mean any-

thing but scripture.

The most important question arising out of the present passage

is whether, if St. Paul's Epistles are here spoken of as ypa<^rj, this

fact implies the existence of a settled Canon of the New Testament,

If so, the date of 2 Peter might be held to fall somewhat late in the

second century ; and many commentators do so place it accordingly.

The point must be taken in connexion with the other indications

of date which are discussed in the Introduction. Here it is suffi-

cient to say that there is nothing in the language of 2 Peter which
implies the existence of a fixed and definite corpus of Pauline

Epistles,—we should infer, rather, that St. Paul was still alive, and
writing,—and that the use of the later technical terms "canon"
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and "canonical" only confuse matters. What we are to ask is

not whether the Pauline Epistles are here treated as " canonical,"

but whether they are regarded as possessing those qualities which
a later generation made the standard of canonicity; whether, in

other words, they are treated as apostolical and inspired. If we
put the question in this shape, there is no reason why St. Peter

should not have believed St. Paul's utterances to be the word
of the Lord; and it is certain that St. Paul himself held them
so to be. It does not necessarily follow that St. Peter placed

his fellow - apostles on the same level with Moses and the old

prophets; but he may very well have placed them even higher.

St. Paul sets apostles before prophets (Eph. iv. 11); and, though
he is speaking here primarily of Christian prophets, there is no
essential difference between one prophet and another. And it

follows from i Pet. i. 12 that the Christian evangelist was superior

to the old prophets, as Christ Himself was greater than Moses.
17. ufjicts ouv. " Ye therefore, beloved, since ye know before-

hand, be on your guard ; lest, being carried away with the error of

the lawless, ye fall from your own steadfastness (or foundation)."

Ilpoyij'cjo-KOI'TCS is equivalent to ravra trpoirov yivwo-KoiTcs, 1. 20,

iil I ; aOia-fjuav is repeated from ii. 7, TrXdvrj from il 18. For
awaTraxOevre^ cf. Gal. 11. 13. ^Tr]pLyjx6<s (antithesis to do-r^JpiKTOt)

is not used elsewhere in the New Testament Commentators
generally render the word here by "steadfastness," but it more
probably means " a strong foundation." Thus Longinus, de SubL
chap. 40, CTTypty/xovs re cx^**' ^pos aXkriXa. to, ovoixara koX i^epeia-fiaTa

Tu>v xpoviovj the words, In a passage of the Antiope of Euripides,

do not rush on too fast, but have stays, or supports, or something
that makes a pause in their connexion with one another. The
sense of " a foundation " belongs, it is true, rather to o-rijpty/m, but
verbals in -/ao and -ftos are confused in later Greek ; see KvXwr/xa,

2 Pet. ii. 22, and o/wrayiitos, Phil. 11 6. The foundation is defined

as x'^P'' '^'^^ yvtoo-ts, which are at once the solid base on which
the Christian is established, and the root in or from which he is

to grow, *l8tou is perhaps more than a mere possessive; you
have your own foundation, which is not that of the Libertines,

who, indeed, have none.

18. auldvcTc. The active voice is here employed where classical

usage would require the middle, as is frequendy the case in later

Greek. With the whole phrase cf. 1. 2, x^pts V^i' . . . TrXrjOwOeLrj

iv iinyvuKrei. The construction is not certain. We may translate,
" in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord " ; in this case tov

KvpLov belongs as objective genitive to yvwtrct alone; or, "in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord," our Lord being regarded as

the giver of both gifts. If we take the first view, yvwo-ts will be
another name for the eTrtyvwo-t?, cf. 1. 2, 8. If the second, yvSxri^
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is to be explained as in i. 5, 6. The latter course is preferable,

because the words appear to mean different things, cVtyvwo-ts

meaning that personal acquaintance with the Saviour which is

the beginning and end of the spiritual life, while yj/wo-is is rather
" understanding," " Christian instruction," and here forms an anti-

thesis to a/MiOeLS. Tvcoo-t? is the articulation of eirtyvoxrt?.

auTw Yi 86§a, The doxology is addressed to Christ (see notes

on I Pet. iv. ii, v. 11), as indeed is natural considering the high
Christology of this Epistle. Ets -qfiipav aiwvos, "unto the day of

eternity," is found only here in the New Testament; but see

Sir. xviii. 9, 10, apiO^ol -qfupuiv avOpwirov iroXXa errj cKarov a>s

(TTaywv vSttTos aTTo 6aXd(T(rr]s kol if/yj^fyos afx/xov, ovt(i)<s oXtya enj iv

rjixepa atwi/o?, "the number of man's days at the most are a
hundred years. As a drop of water from the sea, and as a pebble
from the sand ; so are a few years in the day of eternity." In
Sirach " day of eternity " clearly means " eternity," in which years

are lost as a drop in the ocean. So here, also, eU r^xipav atwvos

is equivalent to €ts tov? aiwas twv amvoiv, Mr. Chase, in his

Lord^s Prayer in the Early Church, does not comment on this

remarkable phrase. But ei? tovs atwvas becomes so immediately
the ruling phrase that this Petrine doxology cannot have been
written after liturgical expressions had become in any degree stereo-

typed. Contrast the doxology of Jude, which offers a strong

resemblance to later forms, and is followed by the " Amen," which
is not genuine here.



INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF
ST. JUDE.

§ I. TESTIMONIA VETERUM.

ferome.

346-420.
De uir, ill. iv., " Judas frater Jacobi paruam quae de septem

catholicis est epistolam reliquit. Et quia de libro Enoch, qui

apocryphus est, in ea assumit testimonia a plerisque reiicitur

:

tamen auctoritatem uetustate iam et usu meruit et inter sanctas

computatur."

Eusebius,

260-340.

H. E. ii. 23. 25, "lo-Tcov Sc oTfc voOeveraL fxcv (he is speaking of

the Epistle of James), ov ttoXXoI yovv rwv TraXaiCiV avTrj<s i/xv7]iJi6v€V(raVf

d)S ov8k T^s Xe-YOixevrjq *Ioi;8a, fiias Koi avrrjs ovcrrj^ roiv eKTO. Xeyofiivoyv

KaOoXiKQiVy ofx(D<i
8' ta-fxev kol ravras ftera riov XoLirtov iv wXewrrais

ScSry/AOtnev/xei/as €KKXrj(TLaL<s.

Here Eusebius gives it as his own opinion that Jude was vo^os,

on the ground that few of the ancients mentioned it, that is to say,

quoted it by name. But he admits that some of the ancients had
done so, and that it was regarded as genuine by very many Churches.

If. E. hi. 25. 3. Here Eusebius ranks Jude in the number of

Tcuv dvTiXcyojuei/cov yvoyptfidiv S* ovv o/xws rots ttoXXoIs, and expressly

distinguishes writings of this class from the v66a.

H. E. vi. 13. 6, 14. I. Clement quoted Jude and commented
upon it in the Hypotyposes,

Didymus ofAlexandria,

Died, 394 or 399.
Comments on Jude, and defends it against those who questioned

the authority of the Epistle on the ground of the use therein made
of apocryphal books. Migne, xxxix. 1 8 1 i-i 8 18 ; Zahn, Forschungen^

iil 97.



306 INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE

Synod o/Antioch,

264, or perhaps the second synod held a few years later.

Eus. H. E. vii. 30. 4. The bishops speak of Paul of Samosata
as rov KoX Tov ®€.ov rov kavrov apvovfiivov, kol ttjv iricrriv, ^v kol avTos

TrpoTcpov €*;(€, firj cf}vXdiavTo<s. Some MSS. insert koI Kvpiov before

apvovfievov : and if this reading could be guaranteed (it is rejected

by Heinichen), we might find here a reference to Jude 4 where

K. L# P have rbv flOVOV ScO-TTOTT/V ©€0V KoX K.VpLOV rjlxtiiV 'IiyaOVV XpiCTTOV

apvovfjLevou But this reading again is doubtful.

Origen,

InMatth. torn. xvii. 30 (Lomm. iv. 149), after the words ci h\ kox

ry\v *Iov8a irpoa-oLTo tls iTTLo-ToXi^v, proceeds to quote Jude 6.

/did. X. 17 (Lomm. iii. 46), koI 'lovSas iypai{/€v iTria-ToXrjvf oAtyo-

(TTL)(ov fxeVf treirX-qpaifiiv'qv h\ riov t^s ovpavCov ^(apiros eppoyfiiviav

koyoiVf o(TTL<s iv Tw irpooLixLta etprjKiv 'lovSas 'Irj(rov Xpttrroi) 8oOA,os,

dSeAc^os §€ 'IttKto/Sov.

Again in Matth, tom. xv. 27 (Lomm. iii. 386) ; in Joan, tom.

xiii. 37 (Lomm. ii. 70), he quotes Jude 6 without naming the Epistle.

In the Latin version of Origen, Jude 6 is quoted in ad Rom. iiL 6

(Lomm. vi. 192), v. i (Lomm. vi. 338, "quod apostolus ludas in sua

epistola dicit"); in Ezech, Hom. iv. i (Lomm. xiv. 58), and Jude 8

and 9 in Epist, ad Alex, (Lomm. xvii. 7, 8) ; de princ. iii. 2. i

(Lomm. xxi. 303, "de quo in adscensione Mosis, cuius libelli

meminit in epistola sua apostolus Judas").

Origen treats Jude much as he treats 2 Peter. He acknow-

ledges that there were doubts, but does not appear to have felt

them himself. He was attracted to the Epistle by that very

feature which repelled others, its angelology. The title apostle is

given to Jude only in the Latin version of Origen.

Clement ofAlexandria,

Commented on Jude in his Hypotyposes, The substance of his

commentary is still extant in the Latin AdumbrationeSy which may
be found in the edition of Dindorf or in Zahn's Forschungen, Dr.

Westcott with justice regards the latter part of this Adumbration^

from immaculatos autem^ as an interpolation due to Cassiodorus, and
in the former part the words " sic etiam peccato Adae subiacemus
secundum peccati similitudinem '* can hardly be genuine, but the

rest is not open to suspicion.

In Paed. iii. 8. 44, Clement quotes Jude 5, 6 by name : in the

next section, 45, Jude 1 1 is quoted, not by name.
In Strom, iii. 2. 11 he quotes by name Jude 8-16, giving, as he

often does, the first and last words of the section.
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Tertullian.

De cultu fetn. L 3, "Enoch apud Judam apostolum testimonium
possidet." " His words seem to imply that the Epistle was known
to his readers, and therefore current in a Latin translation." "It
should be added that it has no place among the books contained

in the Latin antiqua translatio referred to by Cassiodorus, de inst.

diu, litt. xiv." (Dr. Chase, article on Jude in Hastings' Didionary

of the Bible), The Epistle is omitted in the Canon Mommsenianus,
an African catalogue of about 350 a.d. ; see Introduction to

I Peter above, p. 14, but is included in the list of canonical

Scriptures set forth by the third Council of Carthage in 397 ; see

Westcott, Canon^ p. 542.

The Muratorianum,

Accepts Jude, but mentions it in a manner which implies that

it was doubted by some; see Introduction to i Peter above, p. 14.

Theophilus cfAntioch.
Died, 183-185.
ii. 15 ad fin.y ol 8* av /Acra/SacVoi/TCs koI ^cvyovrcs r6irov Ik tottov,

oi Kcu TrXavi/Tc? KoXov/xcvot, Kttt avTOt TVTTos rvy\a.vovcnv twv d<f)iaTafjicvo}v

av6p<i)Tr(ov airo rov @€ov. Only in Jude (not in Enoch) are the

planets a type of fallen man.

Afhenagoras.

About 177 A.D.

Su/>/>/. xxiv. (Otto, pp. 129, 130). The good angels c/xctvai/
€(f>*

oT<i avTOvs inoLrjcrev kol Stera^ci/ 6 ©ed?, but Others rwv Trepl ro Trpwrov

a-Tepiwfia (these are the planets whose place is the first heaven
below the a-n-Xavrj's (Tfjiatpa) fell through lust. They are the angels

wv S6$aL ov fxLKpatf XXV. (Otto, p. 1 36). Here there is a clear refer-

ence to Jude.

Polycarp.

Phil, address. *EA.€os v/ttv koX elpT^vrj irX-qOwOdri^ cf. Jude 2.

Phil, iii. 2, oiKoSo/^teio-^at eis rr^v SoOeta-au vfXLv Trwrrtv, cf. Jude
3, 20 ; only here do we find the figure of building on or into the

faith.

Phil. X., " mansuetudinem Domini alterutri praestolantes." The
Greek text may have been to IAcos tov Kvptov a.WriXoL<i Trpoa-SexoiM^voi,

thus we should get the right word for praestolantes^ cf. Jude 2 1 ; see,

however, the notes of Lightfoot and Zahn.

Phil. xi. 4, "sed sicut passibilia membra et errantia eos reuocate,
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ut omnium uestrum corpus saluetis. Hoc enim agentes uos ipsos

aedificatis." The same two thoughts are found in juxtaposition in

Jude 20, 23.

Martyrium Polycarpi.

xxi., in doxology, So^o, n/xi}, /-tcyaXwo-wiy, of. Jude 25.

Second Epistle of Clement.

XvL 2, fjL€Ta\r)i{/6iJi€0a tov iXiovs 'Iryorov, cf. Jude 21.

Hermas,

Sim. V. 7. 2, fxiaivemf rrjv adpKa^ cf. Jude 8.

f

Clement ofRome,

XX. 12, (S ^7 8o|o icat 17 ix€ya\(ii(Tvvr}.

Ixv. 2, 8o|a, Tiju,-*;, KpdTO<Sj ixcyaXoicrvvrj,

Both these phrases occur in doxologies and may be liturgical

Sir. xviii. 5 has Kpdro^ /AcyaXwo-WT^s avroC tis c^api^^T^o-crai, but it

is still possible that the form is suggested by Jude 25.

Barnadas.

ii. TO, aKpi^evicOai ovv 6(f>aXofi€v^ dScX^ot' irepl t^s (rtamjpia^ ^filov,

Lva jxrj 6 irovTjpo^ irapiicrhvcrLV TrXdvrjs iroirjcra^ iv ^fiiv iK<r<f>evBovi/j<Trf

qfxa<i oLTTo T^s ^to^s -^fiSiVf cf. Jude 3, 4. na/)etcr8v(rt5 does not occur

in the Greek Bible ; irapao-SvVo) is found only in Jude. It is just

possible that Barnabas was thinking of Jude.

There can be little doubt that Athenagoras knew Jude, and the

references to Polycarp will bear some weight. Above that time it

must be allowed that the evidence is scanty and shadowy. There
is less to produce than in the case of 2 Peter, but Jude is less

interesting and much shorter. The testimony of Athenagoras is

sufficient to carry back the date of Jude as high as the early years

of the second century; if we accept the witness of Polycarp we
must proceed still further, and there is nothing to prevent us from

ascribing the Epistle even to the first century.

The most serious points in the case against Jude are the omis-

sion of the Epistle by the editors of the Peshito, and the fact that

its authenticity was doubted in the time of Origen. It is possible

that the omission and the doubt are connected, and that both may
be accounted for by the same reason, namely, the use made in the

Epistle of apocryphal writings. Certainly this was one reason for

its rejection, as we learn from Jerome and Didymus, and it may
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very well have been the only one. We may consider this point in

some little detail.

It has been maintained by Hofmann, Weisse, Volkmar, and
others that Enoch did not exist, at any rate in its complete form,

before the beginning of the second century a.d., and this contention

has formed one of the main grounds for ascribing a still later date to

the Epistle of Jude. Mr. Charles, however, in his admirable edition,

explains and justifies the conclusion that ofthe six elements which may
be distinguished in Enoch, not one is later than the Christian era.

Enoch was used by the author of the Assumption of Moses,

writing about the time of the Christian era, in the Book ofJubilees
(before 70 a.d.), in the Apocalypse of Baruch (not long after 70 a.d.),

in 4 Ezra (between 81 and 96 a.d.), and in the Testaments of the

Twelve Patriarchs, It was known also to many of the writers of

the New Testament Mr. Charles gives a list of passages which
attest this fact They abound in the Apocalypse, but they are to be
discovered also in the Pauline Epistles, i and 2 Peter, Hebrews,
Acts, and even the Gospels.

Barnabas cites Enoch three times, twice as scripture ; and the

book was used also by Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, TertuUian, and
Clement Irenaeus also knew Enoch, but it is to be noticed that

on the crucial point he refuses to follow its teaching. The reason

why the angels sinned, he tells us, must be left to God (ii. 28. 7).

They sinned before they fell to earth (iv. 16. 2) ; hence lust was the

consequence and punishment, not the cause of their fall. Origen

doubted the inspiration of the book, but does not absolutely reject

it; he was attracted towards it by its promise of mysteries, but

he believed that the angels fell through pride. Somewhat later

Anatolius of Laodicea (bishop in 269 ; Eus. H. E. vii. 32. 19) refers

to Enoch for an astronomical point. From this time the book fell

into disrepute. Chrysostom treated the account therein given of

the fall of the angels as blasphemy {Horn, in Gen. vi. i). Jerome
called Enoch apocryphal. Augustine pronounced strongly against it

on the ground of its angelology {de Ciu. dei, xv. 23. 4), and Photius

blames Clement of Alexandria in very severe terms for adopting its

account of the angelic sin (Cod. cix.).

In short, at the time when Barnabas wrote, Enoch was held

to be an inspired book ; it retained this reputation more or less

throughout the second century, and from that date onwards was
more or less emphatically condemned. And the ground of con-

demnation was its attribution of carnal lust to heavenly beings.

More than one inference may be drawn from these facts. It is

certain that the authors of 2 Peter and of Jude would hold much
the same opinion of Enoch \ both would regard the book with high

respect. Hence it is impossible to fix the relative dates of the two
Epistles by that Apokryphenscheu, or comparative reserve in the use
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o.' Apocrypha, which some German scholars detect in 2 Peter.

Indeed, if it could be admitted that the later of the two was likely

to be more discreet in his use of Enochs the fact would tell in

favour of the priority of 2 Peter, who may be thought to adopt the

objectionable interpretation of Gen. vi., while Jude rather avoids it

(see notes on the respective passages).

Again, the offence of Jude was not so much that he made use of

Enochs as that he actually quoted the book by name. Some, like

Tertullian, would regard this fact as canonising Enoch ; others,

again, would regard it as condemning Jude. There must have been
many men of authority even in the second century who took the

latter view. For the Enochian account of the fall of the angels was
not only repulsive to devout minds, but lent itself with great facility

to more than one of the Gnostic systems.

Here we may find a very probable reason for the rejection of

Jude by the editors of the Peshito. It is precisely in Syria, where
the extravagances of Jewish angelology were most familiar, that we
should expect to find the strongest reaction against them. (On the

subject of Enoch see especially Mr. Charles' edition, and Schiirer,

History of the Jewish People in the Time oj Christy Eng. trans.,

references in Index).

Jude's use of the Assumption of Moses also gave great offence,

as we see from Didymus, not because of the source of what he says

about the archangel, but because of its nature.

Finally, it may be said that the use of Jewish apocalypses forms

a bond of relationship between i and 2 Peter and Jude. All three

employ them in much the same way, a way that is different from
that in which they are employed in other books of the New Testa-

ment, in order to give concrete details of our Lord's ministrations in

the world of spirits, or of the history of the angels. If we compare
their utterances with what we know from other sources of Jewish
speculations on topics of this nature, we shall see that all three

exercise great reserve. Jude goes slightly further than the other

two, but there is no considerable difference. This feature may be
t iken as an indication that all three documents belong to nearly

the same date, that the authors of all three were Jews who still bore

legible traits of their Jewish education, yet at the same time ex-

hibited that delicacy of spiritual perception which distinguishes the

Church from the sectarians.

§ 2. VOCABULARY AND STYLE.

The words peculiar to Jude are dTroSiopt^ctv, aTrratoTos*, yoyyv<r-

TTJs^, Sety/xa, i^ckeyxeiv {v.l. in ver. 15) ^ cVaycovt^co-^at, cTra^pi'^ciK,
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The words marked Q) are found in one or other of the Greek
versions of the Old Testament. "ATrraio-Tos occurs only once in

the LXX., 3 Mace. iii. 69. Toyyv(m^<Sj in Sym. Prov. xxvi. 22;
Isa. xxix. 24 ; Theod. Prov. xxvi. 20, but not in the LXX., though

yoyyv^eiVf yoyyva-fxos, y6yyvcrL<s are there found. nAaviyrr;? is found

Hos. ix. 17 in the sense of "wanderers," but is not used in the

Greek Bible of " wandering stars."

The use of the Old Testament in Jude is very similar to that in

2 Peter. Biblical words are used, and the facts of the ancient

history are known, but there is no direct quotation. Dr. Chase
goes too far when he says that the writer is steeped in the language

of the LXX. Of the phrases which he cites, ifxiraiKTrjs is borrowed
from 2 Peter, 6av/ioi^€Lv irpocrwjra and XaXctv viripoyKa are probably

taken from the Assumption of Moses^ and ewirvta^cor^ai is used
without the accusative Ivwrviov,

Many of Jude*s phrases have a poetic ring about them, lva<f>pL-

^€LVy o-iriAa?, ^^ivottw/oivos, KV/tara aypttx, irpoK^aOai Sety/xa, hU-qv

virex^Lv, In this also he bears resemblance to 2 Peter.

He is, however, more correct. Thus he has o-ttovS^v iroieLaOai,

ver. 3, for the vulgar o-ttov^v Trapeia-ffycpcLv, 2 Pet i. 5. The intro-

ductory vers. 3, 4 are well written ; this is true also of vers. 1

1

and 13, and of the concluding passage vers. 20-25, which is finely

expressed. He corrects and simplifies 2 Peter in vers. 10 and 17,

drops his awkward Hebraisms in vers. 10 and 18, and does not

needlessly repeat words ; the only striking instances of repetition

are those of Kara Ta<s eTrt^v^tas avrwv iropevofievoi, vers. 1 6, 18, and
of do-€ySi}9, vers. 15, 18. Ver. 11 is sufficient to show how greatly

superior he is to 2 Peter in command of language.

The ipp(j}fjL€voi \6yoL which Origen admired are to be looked for

mainly in the denunciatory passage, where the style is affected by
the model of 2 Peter. But Jude's own writing is strong, dignified,

and sonorous.

The style and tone of the Epistle set before us a stern and
unbending nature. There is no pathos in Jude, and he inclines

always to a harsh view. See Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 221 sq.

There is severity approaching to rigour in vers. 3, 22, 23. In this

point 2 Peter bears a close resemblance to i Peter, but is very

different from Jude.

Lastly, attention must again be drawn to the use of Pauline

phraseology. In Jude's vocabulary ayios means " a Christian," and,

whether accidentally or not, the word does not carry this significance

in either i or 2 Peter. KAt^tos belongs to the same family, and the

phrase used in ver. 19, if/vxtKoCf Trvev/m firj exovre^f is strongly Pauline.

Peter could hardly have used Trvevfxa ex^iv in this sense, of men who
are guided by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and xj/vxckos, carnal,

is wholy incompatible with the Petrine use of ifruxj^. Jude does not
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employ the other crucial words Sticatos or St/caioo-uvry, and we are

therefore unable to say what signification he attached to them.

But if 819 arroOavovTa, ver. 1 2, means " dead first in trespasses and sins,

and afterwards in apostasy," we have here another Pauline thought.

We must suppose either that a Petrine Epistle was recast by a

friend of St. Paul's, or that a Pauline Epistle was adapted by a

disciple of St. Peter's. The former seems much the easier of the

two alternatives.

§ 3. INDICATIONS OF DATE IN JUDE.

Till recently it was held by many scholars that the Book of

Enoch did not exist before the time of Barcochba. This opinion

has now been generally abandoned, and with it disappears one
strong argument for the late date of the Epistle.

Pfleiderer and others maintained that the false teachers de-

nounced in Jude were the Carpocratians. If this were true, we
should be obliged to place the Epistle somewhere about the middle
of the second century. But it is not really a tenable view.

As to the date of Carpocratianism we only know that the sect

was in existence before the time of Hegesippus (Eus. H. E. iv. 22. 5)
and of Irenaeus (i. 25, ii. 31-34). Carpocrates is said to have in-

sisted on the unity of God, but to have taught that the world was
made by evil angels. According to this statement of Irenaeus he
was therefore a dualist, like all the Gnostics. It is possible, how-
ever, that Irenaeus did not rightly apprehend the precise form of

his teaching on this point. At any rate the doctrine of his son,

Epiphanes, was quite different. Epiphanes based his moral system

on the state of nature, which is divine, yet neither chaste nor

honest. " God," he said, " made the vines in common for all men

;

they reject neither the sparrow nor the thief." The same rule

applies to difference of sex. In all things the divine justice is

Koivoivta iJi€T la-oTTjTo^. Human law violates this natural equality of

right, makes the thief, and makes the adulterer. Nature is divine,

but law is devilish. In the fragments from the work of Epiphanes
on Justice^ preserved by Clement of Alexandria {Strom, iii. 2), we
are not told expressly who was supposed to be the author of law,

but it was probably the adversary, the Devil. Our Lord taught us

that we are to "free ourselves from the adversary" (Luke xii. 58).

This is to be done by breaking all his rules, and completing the

cycle of experience which he forbids. Those who have not attained

in this way to perfect emancipation must return again to life in

other bodies till they have found freedom (Iren. i. 25. 4).

It is not difficult to reconcile Epiphanes and Carpocrates, and it

may probably be true that the Carpocratian dualism opposed not
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God and Nature, but Nature and Law. But Irenaeus tells us that

according to Carpocrates the world itself was created by evil beings

;

and, though this may be a misconception, it is the view current

among the Christian writers against Gnosticism, and would be that

of Jude himself, if he lived at the time when this heresy was at

work.

Some of the Gnostics did not desire to separate wholly from the

Church, but this can hardly have been the case with the Carpo-
cratians.

Whatever view we take of this extravagant sect, it is impossible

to suppose that Jude had actually seen or heard of them. Carpo-

cratianism was built on Stoicism (C^v Kara <f)V(nv) and on the

Republic of Plato, but Jude says not one word about philosophy.

The sect practised magic to show that they were masters over the

evil spirits, believed in the transmigration of souls, possessed

pictures or statues of Christ and the philosophers, which they

crowned, or, in other words, worshipped, with equal honour. Some
of them marked themselves with a brand on the right ear. They
have nothing whatever in common with the men denounced by

Jude except Antinomianism, and to find this error at work we
have no need to look beyond the apostolic times.

Jiilicher, however, is still unwilling to admit this. The oppo-

nents denounced by Jude, he says {Einleihing^ i. 180), "are not

simply vicious and characterless Christians, who had perhaps fallen

away in the persecution (Jude 4, 16), or even Jewish revolutionaries,

but Antinomian Gnostics." They are Gnostics because they call the

catholics " psychic " (ver. 19), regard the God of the Old Testament
and His angels either as evil or as far inferior to the true God
(vers. 8, 10), treat the violation of the Decalogue as a duty, and even

practise unnatural vices (vers. 8, 23). Hence we must regard them
as Carpocratians, or as Archontics, or as "a school of Gnostics

which afterwards disappeared."

Every word of this reasoning is disputable in the highest degree.

But there is a sense in which we may accept the last of Jiilicher's

alternative conclusions. These people may be called Gnostics, at

the cost of a slight anachronism, in so far as they set reason (or the

inner light) against Scripture, and " they afterwards disappeared " in

this sense, that these early Antinomian movements, which had in

themselves no principle except a gross misconception of Pauline

freedom, were finally lost in the developed Gnosticism of the second
century.

Jiilicher maintains, further, that the author of Jude is shown to be

a man of late date by his stiff orthodoxy (vers. 3, 20), by his allusion to

the time of the apostles as quite past (ver. 17), by his quotation of a

Christian saying as written long ago (ver. 4), by his use of apocrypha,

which is not in the apostolic manner. The general conclusion at
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which he arrives is that Jude must have been written before i8o
(on the ground of the external attestation), that we cannot fix the

exact date between loo and i8o, but that it must have been rather

early than late between these two limits, because the author evi-

dently regards this outbreak of Gnostic godlessness as a new thing.

Here again every point is highly disputable. Jude's use of

apocrypha is certainly not later than that of Barnabas, and one of

the reasons for which Harnack and others place 2 Peter after Jude
is that the latter employs apocrypha more courageously, that is to

say, more in the primitive manner, than the former. Again, ver. 1

7

need not be understood to imply that the apostolic age was quite

past. Jude tells us that he himself was not an apostle ; and this

counts in his favour, for TertuUian gives him the title, and a second
century forger would probably have done the same. The writer of

this Epistle knew that the brother of James was not one of the

Twelve. For the rest he bids his disciples " remember the words
spoken before by the apostles " (ver. 17). In 2 Peter the apostles

appear as still active. From the words of Jude we may infer one
of two things, either that they (or some of them) were dead, or that

they were dispersed in such a way that their voice could not at the

time be heard by those to whom the Epistle was directed. The
latter supposition, as Dr. Chase thinks, will quite satisfy the require-

ments of the expression. Indeed it is hard to believe that a writer,

who claimed to be the brother of James, yet was clever enough not

to pretend to be an apostle, would betray himself by any very gross

anachronism. Again, there is no reason for thinking that the words
ot irdXat TTpoyeypa/jLixivot, in ver. 4, refer to a Christian document ; if

there were, there would be strong grounds for holding, with Spitta

and Zahn, that 2 Peter is the document in question. This Jiilicher

would not allow, and his Christian document is a mere fiction of

the imagination. As to Jude's orthodoxy, the same objective con-

ception of *' the faith " is found elsewhere in the New Testament,

even in the Pauline Epistles (Gal. i. 23, vi. 10; Rom. x. 8); and,

though Jude's language is stern, his belief in the exclusiveness of

the Christian creed is readily illustrated (Acts iv. 12 ; John iii. 18;
Matt. iii. 12 ; Apoc. xxi. 8; Rom. x. 9 ; i Cor. xvi. 22 ; Eph. ii. 3 ;

Heb. X. 29).

Dr. Zahn (Einleitung^ ii. 83) infers from ver. 5 that Jerusalem
had been destroyed at the time when Jude wrote ; but this meaning
can hardly be extracted from the passage. There is no allusion to

persecution ; at the time when the Epistle was written it is probable

that none had occurred. Very little can be gathered as to the

organisation of the Church. The writer clearly regards himself as

responsible for the oversight of a group of communities ; and as in

2 Peter, the So^at are probably the presbyters who have Kvpioriys:

the same officials seem to be alluded to in the phrase iroip-axvovrvi
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eavTovs. This is the same state of things that we find in the Petrine

Epistles, and it may be said with great confidence that, if Jude had
been writing in the midst of the Gnostic controversy, he would
certainly have said more about the position of the clergy. The
adversaries whom he denounces are the same who appear in

2 Peter, and enough has been said about them in the Introduction

to that Epistle.

Some help towards fixing the date would be gained, if we could

settle the precise relationship of Jude to our Lord. Clement of

Alexandria, following the very ancient tradition embodied in the

Protevangelium of James, regarded him as the son of Joseph by a

previous marriage {Adumb. in Ep. Judae ad initium). If we accept

this view Jude was older than Christ, though possibly not by many
years, as he is named last or last but one of the brethren. And
this view is commended not only by the peculiar form of Jude's

address,—he seems to shrink from calling himself the Lord's brother,

—but by the fact that the brethren on more than one occasion

appear to have claimed a certain right to interfere with our Lord's

freedom of action (Matt. xii. 46 ; John vii. 3 ; indeed all the

passages where the Lord's brethren are mentioned in the Gospels

are most readily understood in the same way). But if this is so,

and if Jude was born some six or seven years at least before the

Christian era, we could not safely date the Epistle after 65 a.d. or

thereabouts. Those who, while accepting the Epistle as authentic,

would yet place it about 80 or 90 a.d., must face this as well as

other difficulties.

Dismissing the theory that the Epistle is the work of a forger,

we find the posterior limit of time in the probable duration of

Jude's active powers. The anterior limit is given by 2 Peter. But
there still remains a question as to the interval of time that may be
supposed to have elapsed between the two Epistles.

It is not at all likely that this interval was considerable. In the

first place, the circumstances which called forth the two Epistles

are in all substantial features identical. But Antinomianism, or

anarchism, is perpetually changing its shape. Even in its em-
bryonic stage it is never the same for two moments together. We
need only turn to the life of Luther, and read again the well-known
history of his dealings with Carlstadt and Miinzer for an illustration.

Before very long this void and formless anarchy takes shape,

enunciates definite propositions, forms a school or conventicle.

But neither St. Peter nor St. Jude mentions any distinct persons, or

facts, or doctrines. They do not give so many details about the

errors which they denounce as Colossians, or the Pastoral Epistles,

or the Apocalypse. It is quite certain that they would have don'*

so, if it had been in their power. If they are vague, it is for the

obvious reason that they are obliged to be vague. They deal with
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this new heresy just as i Peter deals with persecution. There is

as yet nothing very definite to lay hold of; the peril is inchoate,

and their warning is like an alarm in the night; it is only known
that there is an enemy. In five or ten years' time this state of

things must have undergone a material change. Again, it is

exceedingly difficult to believe that these moral disorders endured
after the outbreak of the Neronian persecution :

"Hi motus animorum atque haec certamina tanta

Sanguinis exigui iactu compressa quiescunt."

Nor, again, is it easy to understand how St. Jude came to make so
free and yet unacknowledged a use of 2 Peter after a lapse of time.

Can we think that the previous Epistle had been forgotten, that by
some miracle precisely the same state of things had recurred, that

Jude happened to possess a copy of 2 Peter, and adapted it to his

purpose without saying what he had done ? This is not a plausible

hypothesis.

The same difficulty recurs whichever Epistle we put first, and
it is greatly aggravated if we regard both as forgeries. Between
such forgeries we could hardly allow a smaller interval than thirty

years. But if we are to date Jude about 125-130 and 2 Peter

about 155-160, how did the latter succeed in imposing upon the

learned Clement ?

By far the easiest and most probable explanation of the facts

is that which has already been propounded, that the errors denounced
in both Epistles took their origin from Corinth, that the disorder

was spreading, that St. Peter took alarm and wrote his Second
Epistle, sending a copy to St. Jude with a warning of the urgency

of the danger, and that St. Jude at once issued a similar letter

to the Churches in which he was personally interested. In fact,

both Epistles may be samples of a circular that was addressed to

many groups of Churches at the same time. In this way we get

a perfectly natural explanation of Jude 3, a most significant verse.

The writer had evidently received a sudden alarm, which had
obliged him to write one thing when he was purposing to write

quite another. The avayK-q arose from the arrival of 2 Peter.

Thus also we find an intelligible explanation of the resemblance

and of the difference between the two Epistles. In the second

century a number of bishops sent round a circular against Mon-
tanism (Eus. H. E. v. 19), signed with their names. So the

apostles in the early years of the Church sent round a circular

in the matter of the circumcision dispute. Why should not the

Corinthian disorders have called forth a similar manifesto ? There
may have been an apostolic meeting on the subject, or, if for any

reason a meeting was not possible, a model epistle might be cir-

culated, which each apostle or apostolic man would be at liberty
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to modify, within reasonable limits, according to his personal

inclination. This is certainly what would be done now, and
common sense would dictate a very similar course at all times.

Thus we may conclude that Jude is practically contempor-
aneous with 2 Peter. Nor can the difference of tense between
the Trapeto-cSrcrav of the one and the tcrovTai i/^cvSoStSao-KaAot of

the other be taken as a serious objection to this view. It is the

nature of Jude to put things more forcibly. But the two Epistles

were addressed to different Churches, and the danger which was
imminent in one place may have been present in another.

§ 4. AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLE. WHERE, AND TO
WHOM WAS IT WRITTEN?

In the Address the author styles himself "Jude, the slave of

Jesus Christ, but brother of James." "Slave of Jesus Christ"

means "faithful Christian," or "labourer in the Lord's vineyard"

(see note) ; the second qualification marks him out as brother of

that James who appears in Acts xv. xxi. as president of the Church
at Jerusalem, who is called *' the Lord's brother " by St. Paul, Gal.

i. 19, and is commonly regarded as the author of the Epistle of

James.
We may identify him with that Jude or Judas of whom we read

in the Gospels as one of the Lord's Brethren. The list, as given

by Matt. xiii. 55, is James, and Joseph {v.L Joses), and Simon,
and Judas ; as given by Mark vi. 3, James, and Joses, and Judas,

and Simon. Both evangelists tell us that there were also sisters,

and place Judas last, or last but one ; and as the order which they

follow is not an order of honour, for Joseph or Joses is unknown,
we may probably infer that Jude was third or fourth of the sons in

respect of age. What was the position of the daughters in the

family sequence we cannot ascertain.

Jude is first expressly called " brother of the Lord " by Hege-
sippus, and it is probable that neither he nor James used this title

themselves. But it was freely given to them by the Church, as we
see from i Cor. ix. 5. From this passage we gather also two
important facts, that the brethren were well known in Corinth, a

Gentile city, and that more than one of them were married.

Hegesippus tells us that two grandsons of Jude were brought
before Domitian, the authorities having taken alarm at their claim

of descent from David, and of relationship to Christ ; but that

when they had showed their horny hands, described the little

farm which they held in common, and explained that the kingdom
which they looked for was not of this world, they were scornfully

dismissed (Eus. If. E. \\\. 20). Hegesippus further related that
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both these descendants of Jude lived on into the reign of Trajan,

and seems clearly to imply that they were old men when they died
(Eus. H. E. iii. 32. 5). Beyond this we have no knowledge of Jude,
except what we can gather from the Epistle itself.

It is perhaps possible to draw an important inference from this

narrative. If these grandsons of Jude were middle-aged men in

the time of Domitian, and old men in the time of Trajan, when
was Jude himself born? Suppose that the grandson died in

105 A.D., about the middle of Trajan's reign, at the age of 70. He
would have been born in 35 a.d. ; his father could hardly have
been born after 13 a.d., or his grandfather after 9 b.c. On the other

hand, if we suppose Jude to have been one of the younger children

of Joseph and Mary, he can hardly have been bom before i a.d. ;

his son hardly before 24 A.D., or his grandson before 47 a.d. In
this case the elder grandson would only have been 70 in the year

of Trajan's death, and there would have been nothing surprising,

if he or his younger brother had lived on well into the reign of

Hadrian. If, then, we may regard the narrative of Hegesippus as

based on fact, the natural conclusion seems to be that Jude was older

than our Lord,—in other words, that he was the son of Joseph by
an earlier marriage. Further. Hegesippus clearly believed that

Jude himself was no longer alive in the reign of Domitian, who
assumed the purple in 81 a.d. When Jude died we do not know,
but, if he was born nine or ten years before the Christian era, we
can hardly suppose that he retained the full enjoyment of his

faculties much after 65 a.d. For further information on the com-
plicated problems involved in the term "Brethren of the Lord,"

the reader must be referred to Bishop Lightfoot's well-known
Excursus, or to the article in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible.

It is probable, as has been already said, that Jude did not call

himself " Brother of the Lord." But, then, why does he call himself
" Brother of James " ? James was the special patron of the Jewish

Christians. Now, the Epistle of Jude is not Jewish in any special

sense, either in language or in thought, nor is there any reason for

imagining that the Churches to which it was addressed were com-
posed, to any marked extent, of Jewish converts. The writer,

therefore, can hardly have intended to conciliate his readers by
putting himself, as it were, under the wing of his great brother.

Those to whom the letter was sent must have known perfectly well

who he was, and what was his authority. The true explanation

is probably that suggested long ago by Clement of Alexandria.

Though Jude was not in the habit of calling himself " Brother

of the Lord," he knew that others were, and he deprecates this

usage. "I am Jude/' he says, in effect, " whom you call brother

of Christ Call me slave of Christ, but brother of James."

"Brother of the Lord" was not an official designation, and, if
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used by Jude himself, might seem to imply a claim to an authority

above that of an apostle. There is no affectation of humility in

its avoidance.

Most of the commentators, whether they regard the Epistle as

genuine or not, would accept the foregoing explanation of the

Address. There have, however, been other opinions.

Keil and others thought that the writer might be Jude the

Apostle. 'lovSas *IaK(D^ovy Luke vi. 16; Acts i. 13, may possibly

mean "Judas the brother of James" (Blass, p. 95); and it is

conceivable that if "James, the son of Alphaeus," was the same
person as "James, the Lord's brother," his younger and less

distinguished brother might be known as "James' Jude." But this

identification is extremely doubtful ; and if in St. Luke's Hst of the

apostles we must translate 'laKw^ov ^AXcftaiov, "James, son of

Alphaeus," it is almost or quite certain that *IovBas 'laKw/Jov must
mean "Jude, son of James." Further, it cannot be shown that

any of the Lord's brethren, even James, was reckoned among the

Twelve. Again, the author of our Epistle does not call himself an
apostle in the Address, and appears clearly to imply in ver. 1 7 that

he was not one. Tertullian, indeed, calls him so (see above, p. 307),
and he is so called also in the Latin translation of Origen's works,

but not in Origen's Greek text, and not by Clement.

Grotius conjectured that 2 Peter was written by Symeon the

second, and Jude by that Judas who, according to Eusebius, was
fifteenth and last of the Jewish line of bishops of Jerusalem.

Before anyone can adopt this view he must persuade himself

either that the words a8e\<f>bs SI *IaK(o/?ou are an interpolation, or

that they form a standing title borne by all the successors of James
in his episcopal chair ; and no reason can be given in support of

either alternative. It may be noticed, however, in passing, that this

Judas, the fifteenth bishop of Jerusalem, is probably a real person-

age. It is true that the list of bishops given by Eusebius (If. E.
iv. 5. 3) seems to have been unknown to Hegesippus, who says that

Symeon, son of Clopas, the second bishop, lived to a great age,

and suffered martyrdom in the reign of Trajan (Eus. ZT. E. iii. 11,

32. i). But in the Codex Marctanus there is a note which professes

to be derived from the fifth book of the Hypotyposes of Clement,

and gives the places of sepulture of certain apostles and apostolic

men (the text will be found in Zahn, Forschungen^ iii. 70). Here
we read " Simon Cleophas, qui et Judas, post Jacobum episcopus,

cxx annorum crucifixus est in Jerusalem Traiano mandante." It

seems clear that Clement had combined the statement of Hegesippus
with another that made Judas bishop in Trajan's time. Hence we
may infer that the eyypacf}a from which Eusebius drew his list of

bishops were older than 200 a.d.

The conjecture of Grotius has been recently revived with some
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modification by Jiilicher (quoted by Harnack, Chronologie^ p. 467),
who thought at one time that Judas was probably the real name of

the author of the Epistle, and that "brother of James" meant
nothing more than bishop. But in his Einleitung {\^oi^ i. p. 182)

Jiilicher has abandoned this view, and now thinks it most probable

"that the author belonged by birth to that circle in which the

memory of James was held in special honour ; that he did not

venture to foist his well-meant work on James himself, but con-

tented himself with a« member of his family. Perhaps Judas lived

on after his brother, down to a time at which none of the apostles

of the Lord survived in Palestine, and therefore could most easily

be selected out of the men of the first generation as the announcer
of the appearance of the prophesied abominations." But there is, as

we have seen, some reason for thinking that Jude did not long

outlive James.
Dr. Harnack thinks {Chronologte^ p. 468) that the author was

possibly named Judas, and that the words d8e\<^os h\ 'laKio/Sov were

inserted in the Address at some date between 150 and 180 a.d. "in

order to set this unknown Judas back into the apostolic time, and
to secure respect for his piece, which, in days when Gnosticism

flourished, must have appeared especially valuable." He was not

the Bishop of Jerusalem, "for it is difficult, if not impossible, to

suppose that such Jewish-Christian bishops gave anything to the

Church at large." A bishop, though circumcised, may have been
an eminent man, but the Epistle is certainly not what we should

expect to have been written by an author of pronouncedly Jewish

tendencies. Harnack's theory, however, would require us to believe

that the Address was falsified in a very glaring way within the life-

time of Clement of Alexandria.

All these theories rest upon the presupposition that Jude must
have been written in the second century, because it is directed

against Gnosticism, and have no value for those who hold the

opposite belief. The sum of the matter is that, if Jude belongs to

Gnostic times, we know nothing whatever about the author, except

that he was not what he calls himself.

The place of composition is unknown. Egypt or specially

Alexandria, Palestine or specially Jerusalem, have been suggested.

There is no reason whatever for selecting Alexandria, beyond the

fact that the Epistle was known to Clement and Origen, who
collected books from every quarter. Of any specially Egyptian or

Alexandrine ideas it exhibits not the faintest trace. The other

locality seems equally improbable. The death of James occurred

probably in 62 a.d., and Jude, if he took any active part in the

affairs of the Church, can hardly have lived in Jerusalem before this

date. Even after his great brother's martvrdom he was not Bishop

of Jerusalem, and can scarcely have had a fixed abode in the sacred
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city. Nor should we be inclined to look for him in one of the

smaller towns of Palestine. The brethren of the Lord were known
to the Galatians and to the Corinthians. Who can say where they

were not known, what places they had visited, or where they were
usually to be found ? We need not suppose that they stuck like

limpets to the rock of Zion. Such little information as we possess

gives quite a different idea.

Again, as to the Churches to which the Epistle was directed, we
are left absolutely to conjecture. The only points which give us

any kind of hold are the similarity of Jude to 2 Peter, and the

similarity of the evils denounced to those of the Corinthian Church.

But what conclusion can be built upon this slender basis ? Corinth

was a seaport town within a short sail of many places. In a limited

number of hours an Antinomian missionary would find himself at

any harbour in the Eastern half of the Mediterranean, at Thessa-

lonica, or on the Asiatic shore, or at Alexandria. People were
constantly going to and fro.

Dr. Chase thinks it probable that the Epistle was sent to the

Syrian Antioch, and possibly to other Churches in that district.

The reader will find his argument in Hastings' Bible Dictionary, Dr.

Chase relies chiefly upon three points : that the Christians addressed

were mainly Gentiles, that they were men among whom St. Paul

had worked, and that they had received oral instruction from the

apostles generally, and, therefore, probably lived at no great distance

from Jerusalem. We may say that no better conjecture can be
proposed ; but even this is far from certain. It seems most probable

that the Churches addressed were mainly Gentile, though this is dis-

puted ; that they were acquainted with St. Paul's form of teaching is

most likely, but St. Paul had laboured in many places ; they knew
the apostles also, but how many of them or in what way is doubtful.

For it is not necessary to understand cXcyov, in ver. 17, of oral

instruction alone, and in any case we need not imagine that more
than one or two of the Twelve had visited the district in question.

But there is really no clear light. We might be tempted to infer

from the resemblance between the two Epistles that the Churches
addressed in 2 Peter and in Jude lay in proximity to one another

;

but even this is perilous. Jude may have been addressed to almost

any community in which Greek was spoken. The two Epistles

nmst have been written at nearly the same time, but they may have
been sent in very difterent directions.

As to the personal characteristics of Jude something has already

been said, and what little remains will be found in the notes.

Compared with 2 Peter he exhibits a certain hastiness and tendency

to take things at their worst, compared with either i or 2 Peter a

certain hardness. No document in the New Testament is so

exquisitely tender and pastoral as the First Epistle of St. Peter, and
21
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even in the Second Epistle, in the midst of the anger and indigna-

tion so naturally excited by the cruel wickedness of the false

teachers, there are still beautiful phrases, steeped in sympathy and
fatherly affection. Jude is undoubtedly stern and unbending. On
the other hand, Jude is in closer intellectual sympathy with St. Paul
St. Peter commends the Apostle of the Gentiles in high terms, yet

with qualifications. St. Jude speaks Pauline language, and inclines

towards the Pauline mysticism, though to what extent it is impos-

sible to say. The notable word xj/vxtKO's is used also by his brother

James in the same sense, and, though it belongs to the Pauline

psychology, in which '/^x'? ^^s sharply distinguished from Tjrev/xa or

vov<:, does not necessarily involve the Pauline conceptions of law or

of justification. St. James was probably as mystical as St. Paul,

yet he was a strong legalist. Like St. Paul, he held that whoever
breaks one article of the law breaks the law as a whole (Jas. ii. lo

;

Gal. iii. lo). This view (it was held also by the Stoics) is highly

metaphysical or mystical, but it led the two apostles to very different

conclusions, the one to the necessity of perfect obedience, the other

to the idea of a righteousness which was not of law at all. It is

possible that Jude also belonged to the same type of Pharisaic

mysticism as his brother. But in any case his ideas and language

differ noticeably from those of St. Peter.

But here we touch upon a question which is unhappily among
the obscurest of all the problems that surround the history of the

early Church. Who can enumerate the countless modes in which
the relation of law and gospel presented itself to the first believers ?

Many writers content themselves with the rough and unintelligent

distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians, but this rests

upon the mere accident of birth. The most Gentile of all teachers,

St. Paul himself, was a Jew, and on either side there are endless

shades and gradations. On the one extreme there are certain sects

which we may call exclusively Jewish, or rather Oriental, but a

Gentile Christian might be anything. Certainly there can be no
greater error than that of using " Pauline " and " Gentile " as if

these words were coextensive.
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1. On the general form of Jude's Address see notes on i Pet. L i
;

2 Pet. i. I, and Introduction to 2 Peter, pp. 79, 219. Jude has,

in common with 2 Peter, 'Irjarov XpLo-rov 8ovA.o?, a similarly general

description of those to whom the Epistle is directed, the verb

Tr\7j6w$eLrjf and the word dprivrjy which, however, is here combined
with IXcos and aydirq. If we suppose that 2 Peter is here copying

Jude, we must also suppose either that he went back to i Peter for

part of his formula, or that (as Professor Harnack thinks) he forged

both addresses, but adopted a simpler and more archaic form than

that of Jude. But the easier inference is that Jude followed Peter

;

indeed, this is a necessary conclusion, if it is allowed that Jude here

uses Pauline phrases.

Five personages of the name of Jude occur in apostolic or

sub-apostolic times, (i) Judas Iscariot. (2) The Apostle *IovSas

'laKw^ov, Luke vi. 16; Acts i. 13; John xiv. 22; this "son of

James " is commonly identified with Lebbaeus or Thaddaeus. (3)
Judas, the Lord's brother, brother also of James, Matt. xiii. 55;
Mark vi. 3, where he is named last or last but one. (4) Judas
Barsabbas, Acts xv. 22-34. (5) Judas, the last Jewish bishop of

Jerusalem in the time of Hadrian, Eus. H, E. iv. 5. 3.

The author of our Epistle gives two descriptions of himself

—

(l) *l-q(rov XpL(TTOv SovXo<s : (2} dSeX^os Se *IaKwftov, The first does
not mean that he was an apostle (see note on 2 Pet. i. i), and
ver. 17 is generally understood to mean that he did not so regard

himself. His brother James also was not an apostle. The second
identifies our Jude with the brother of the Lord.

But why does he not call himself the brother of the Lord?
Clement of Alexandria in his commentary, which still exists in a
Latin version, answered the question thus—" Judas, qui catholicam

scripsit epistolam, frater filiorum Joseph exstans ualde religiosus et

cum sciret propinquitatem domini, non tamen dicit se ipsum
fratrem eius esse, sed quid dixit? Judas seruusJesu Christie utpote

domini, frater autem JacobiJ^ Zahn {Einleitung, ii. p. 84) adopts
this explanation, which is probably correct. The sense is, "Jude,
the slave, I dare not say the brother, of Jesus Christ, but certainly

the brother of James."
tS8
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The description, " brother of James," cannot have been needed
as an introduction or recommendation, for the brethren of the Lord
were all held in high esteem (Acts i. 14). Certainly Jude must
have been well known to the people whom he is addressing. Nor
can the description be taken to show that he is writing to Churches
of Palestine or to Jewish Christians, by whom St. James was held
in special honour. For, apart from the fact that St James would
not need his help, the brethren of the Lord were known to the

Gentile Churches, for instance, to the Corinthians (i Cor. ix. 5),

and may quite possibly have visited and preached in Corinth.

Tots iv 06W irarpi . , . kXijtoTs. ** To the Called, which in

God the Father are beloved and kept unto Jesus Christ" The
Father is our Father. KXrjTois is a substantive, as in Rom. i. 6

;

1 Cor. L 24. The word is not used by Peter in either of his

Epistles, and belongs to the Pauline vocabulary ; the same thing is

true of ayiot, ver. 3 ; if/vxtKoC and 7n/€v/xa, ver. 1 9. *Ev can hardly

mean " by," for the preposition appears to be never used to denote
the agent Nor is it possible to translate " who in God are beloved
by me and kept unto Jesus Christ," because both participles must
be referred to the same agent Yet again, there is no instance of

€v 0ew being used in that general sense which belongs to iv Kvptiw

or €v XptcTTw in the Pauline Epistles (unless i Thess. i. i ; 2 Thess.

i. I are in point), and, even if there were, the sense required, " who
in God are beloved by God," is not obtained without difficulty.

But this seems to be the meaning. In ver. 2 1 St. Jude has caurovs

iv ayaTrr) ®€ov TrjprjaraTe. St. Peter does not speak of the love of

God, and here again we may possibly d-etect the same affinity

between St. Paul and St. Jude that has already appeared in the

word kA-i^tois.

The variants rots Wvea-iv rot? iv ©ew and rot? iv ©ew Trarpi

qyiaa-fiivoLs have very little support. The latter was probably sug-

gested by the embarrassment of the text ; the former shows that at

an early date the recipients of the Epistle were thought to have been
Gentiles.

The Epistle cannot have been meant for the Church at large.

It is directed to some group of Churches in which St Jude was
personally interested, and called forth by definite and peculiar cir-

cumstances.

3. dyainrjToi . . . TTtorct. "Beloved, while I was giving all

diligence to write to you about our common salvation, I found it

necessary to write to you exhorting you to do battle for the faith

which was once for all delivered to the saints." With Traaav cnrovSrjv

TTotov/Acvos compare the language of 2 Pet i. 5, 10, 15, iii. 14. These
repeated phrases have caught St. Jude's ear.

iiraytoviieadai is not used elsewhere in the New Testament ; the

preposition merely strengthens the verb, but the simple aywvL^ea-Oai



VER. 4 325

is as strong a word as could be found. For irapaMeLcrr) ct. Acts

xvi. 4; I Cor. xi. 2, xv. 3; 2 Pet. ii. 21 ; Spitta thinks that the use

of the word here is suggested by this last passage.

oyioi. " The saints " is here another name for Christians, as in

"

Acts ix. 13, 32, 41; Rom. xii. 13; Heb. vi. 10; Apoc. v. 8, but
the word is not used as a substantive by Mark, Luke, John (in

Gospel or Epistles), James, or Peter. See Hort, Christian Ecclesia^

pp. 56, 57. 'H 7rto-Tt5, in defence of which men are to contend, is

not trust or the inner light, but a body of doctrine, dogmatic and
practical, which is given to them by authority, is fixed and unalter-

able, and well known to all Christians. It is " your most holy

faith," ver. 20, a foundation on which the readers are to build

themselves up. It combined intellectual and moral truth. See
Sanday and Headlam on Rom. i. 1 7. It had been attacked by men
who turned the grace of our God into lasciviousness, that is to say,

by Antinomians ; but these men were mockers, ver. 18, and, from
the emphasis with which Jude introduces his quotation from Enochs
ver. 14, we may presume that they mocked at the Parousia.

Jude's language about the Faith is highly dogmatic, highly

orthodox, highly zealous. His tone is that of a bishop of the

fourth century. The character may be differently estimated, but
its appearance at this early date, before Montanism and before

Gnosticism, is of great historical significance. Men who used such
phrases believed passionately in a creed.

Lachmann, and some of the older school of commentators,
placed a comma after v/xtv, and took Trcpt t^s koii^s -^ftoiv aaynjpia^

with 7pai/rat: but recent scholars generally reject this unnatural

punctuation.

St. Jude says that he had been busy with, or intent upon,
writing to his people ircpl t^s koiv^s o-wnyptia?, an ordinary pastoral

Epistle dealing with general topics of instruction and exhortation,

but found it necessary to change his plan and utter this stirring cry

to arms. Evidently he is referring to some definite and unexpected
circumstance. News had been brought to him of the appearance
of the false teachers ;

possibly he had just received 2 Peter ; if so,

we can understand the use which he makes of that Epistle.

De Wette, Briickner, Spitta, Zahn think that the writing referred

to by the ypa^etv was not an ordinary Epistle, but a treatise of some
considerable length ; but the age was hardly one of treatises, and
there is nothing in the text to support the idea.

4. Ttapeiaihwav ydp. "For certain men have crept in privily,

who of old were appointed in scripture unto this doom.'* Tap
introduces the reason of avayK-qv eaxov. For irapua-ihva-av B has
Trapeto-cSvi^o-av, a vulgar form ; see Blass, p. 43. The aorist is here
not distinguishable in sense from the perfect; as to the meaning
^ the compound verb, refer to note on irapeto-ayciK, 2 Pet ii. i.
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IlaAat is most naturally taken to mean in the Old Testament, in

the many denunciations of false prophets. The word, however,

does not always denote a long interval of time ; hence Zahn and
Spitta would render, "who were some time ago appointed in a

writing for this doom," and find here a direct reference to 2 Pet.

ii. 3. But though the Greeks (more especially the poets ; see

references in Liddell and Scott) sometimes use 7raA.ai in a loose

colloquial way, just as we use " long ago " of things that happened
quite recently, we must not give the word this sense without good
reason. Jude could hardly have spoken of 2 Peter as written irdXai,

unless he were looking back over a space of twenty or thirty years.

Unless we are to suppose that the two Epistles were separated by
such an interval as this, the explanation of Zahn and Spitta can
hardly be adopted.

Nevertheless we have here a reference to 2 Pet. ii. 3. As used
by Jude, Kpt/xa has no meaning, for he has entirely omitted to say

what the doom is. The best explanation of this curious difficulty is

that he was writing in haste, with 2 Peter fresh in his mind, and
that his words are suggested by oh to Kpcfjia tKiraXai ovk apycl in the

Petrine passage. If this be so, we have here one of the strongest

proofs of the posteriority of Jude.
Some support for this view may be found in the weakness of the

various explanations which have been found for Kptfia. Wiesinger,

Hofmann, Schott find the key in Trapeto-cSvo-av, they have wickedly

crept in, and this is their judgment. But, we must answer, the

creeping in is their sin, not their punishment. Zahn also (^/>i-

leitung^ ii. 80) goes back for his solution to the main verb ; they

have crept in, and their appearance is a judgment, not on them, but

on the Church, inasmuch as it will lead to a sifting out of bad
Christians from among the good. Cf. John ix. 39, ets Kpip,a. iy<a

€ts Tov Koa-fJLOv ^A^ov, Lva ol jxri ftXeTrovres ySXeTroxn, koX ol ftXerrovTe^

TvtfyXol yevoivraL : the reader may refer to Westcott's note upon this

passage. But it seems evident that here the KpCfia is one which

hangs over the intruders themselves. Huther found the explanation

of KpL/xa in the aTrwXea-ev of ver. 5 ; but this verb stands much too

far off, and does not directly apply to the evildoers in question

;

further, if this had been the writer's meaning, we should have

expected yap, not Si, after vTrofivrja-ai. Spitta finds it in the words
aa-e/ScL^ . . . apvovfievoi : their judgment is that they are impious

and deny the Lord. But here again impiety and denial are sins, not

sentences. It may be replied that sin may be regarded as its own
punishment, but this idea certainly does not belong to Jude. Not
one of these views is satisfactory. Each commentator destroys the

opinion of others without establishing his own, and we are really

driven to suppose that St. Jude, in his hurry, picked out St. Peter's

word without observing that it required an explanation.
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xdpira. The grace is the Trto-ri?, or the gospel (i Pet. i. 10) ; it pro

mises a freedom which these impious men turn into lasciviousness.

Toj' [lovoy SeairoTTji' Kal Kupioi' Yi^iSiv 'iTjaoGi^ Xpi<nbv dpv'ou/xei'oi.

Cf. 2 Pet. ii. I, rbv ayopda-avra avTovs SecrTroriyv apvovfjL€voL. St.

Peter's phrase is certainly the finer, and is probably the original

;

it is marked by his favourite iambic rhythm; the dyopao-anra ex-

plains and limits BecnroTrjVy and here, as in other passages to be
noticed as we proceed, Jude has a tendency to exaggerate and
harden the thought of St. Peter. Tov fxovov Sco-Trorryi/ is so strong a

phrase that it has been regarded as impossible. Hence K L P and
several other authorities, followed by the textus receptuSy insert ®f.6v

after Seo-Trorr^v: and many commentators, who do not accept this read-

ing, yet translate in the same sense, " the only Master and our Lord
Jesus Christ." But this misrendering is needless. If Christ may be
called Z^^r'KOT'r]^,, He may also be called /xovos SeonrorT;? in distinction

not from the Father, but from all false masters. Cf. note on ver. 25.

5. UTTOjxv^aai. Cf. 2 Pet. i. 12, VTrofjufjun/ja-KCLV : 1. 1 3, i. 1 5,

fiVT^fjLTjv Troulo'Oai: iii. I, huyupuv iv VTro/xviJo'ct. See note on
a-TTovSi^v, ver. 3. Either Peter has caught up and reiterated certain

unimportant words from Jude, or Jude had read the first chapter

of the Petrine Epistle and adopts from it words which, from their

iteration there, were likely to catch the ear. The latter is the more
probable view. Jude exhibits manifest tokens of haste, abbrevia-

tion, and confusion. A glance back at the preceding Epistle will

show that St. Peter uses "remind" quite naturally, where he is

recalling to the memory of his readers lessons that they had cer-

tainly often been taught. Jude "reminds" his people of the

instances of judgment, none of which belonged to the catechism,

and some of which, at least the story of Michael, may have been
quite new to them. The B4 also is difficult. Probably we must
find the antithesis in dcrc/?ets and apvov/xevoL : they are impious and
deny the Lord, "but" God punishes such men. Certainly the

sense is more clearly unfolded in 2 Peter ; and this is a remarkable
fact, because Jude is the more skilful writer of the two.

clSoTtts oLTvai irdvra. " Though once for all ye know all things."

But the things which Christians know once for all are those which
are included in " the faith once for all delivered to the saints," not

historical instances of God's wrath. Here again we have a confused

reminiscence of KaCirep ciSora?, 2 Pet. i. 12, where the words are

quite intelligible.

For the comparison between the instances of Judgment as they

are given in the two Ei>istles, see Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 221.

The first instance, that of the destruction of the sinful Israelites in

the desert, is peculiar to Jude. It reminds us of Heb. iii. i8-iv. 2
;

I Cor. X. 5-1 1. Its introduction here disturbs the strictly chrono-

logical order of the instances given in 2 Peter.



328 NOTES ON THE EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE

8ti 6 KiJpios. "That the Lord, when He had brought the
people safe out of the land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed them
which believed not." By " the Lord " is no doubt meant Christ,

cf. I Cor. X. 4, 9. With to Sivrepov cf. Sevrepov, i Cor. xii. 28;
eK Scvrepov, Heb. ix. 28. Here it marks a strong contrast, and
sharpens the point of the warning. " It is true that ihe Lord saved
Israel from Egypt; yet notwithstanding He afterwards slew the

faithless. So he has saved you, but so also He may slay you."

The text of the verse is uncertain. 6< K L insert a second vfias

after eiSoras. &«, many Fathers, and versions place a-n-ai after Kvptos

(0eos). For TrdvTa K L and others read tovto. K L and many
others have 6 Kvptos : fc? C Kvptos : A B and many versions with

Didymus and Jerome 'Iiyo-oOs, and there is some inferior authority

for 6 ®€6s» The second v/aSs is probably a mere slip ; the trans-

position of v/xas may be due to a desire to provide an antecedent
for TO Sevrepovy though, if SO, it involves a grammatical error, as

ttTTtt^ cannot mean " firstly." Tovto for TrdvTa is again a slip, or an
attempt at emendation. The variants ©eos and *lr)arovs for Kvptos

are also emendations ; the copyists did not feel quite certain what
Jude meant.

6. dyy^ous. The Second Instance ; the Fallen Angels.
" And the angels who kept not their own principality, but for-

sook their proper habitation. He hath kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." Jude prob-
ably found ccipat? in his copy of 2 Peter (see note on the corre-

sponding passage), but it is just possible that he remembered to

have read of "bonds" in Enoch. Al'Stos (it is an Aristotelian

word, while atwnos is l^latonist) occurs also in Rom. i. 20. The
absence of the article with dyyeAous is of no consequence, the par-

ticular angels being defined by the following article and participles,

cf. I Pet. i. 10.

The principality of the angels is the special government or

province intrusted to them by God. The passage which lay at the
foundation of Jewish belief on -this point is Deut. xxxii. 8, ore

St€/xept^€v o vi/^tOTOS tQv% a)S Sucnrctpev vlov<s *A8da, eaTrjarev opia. iOvo)V

Kara aptO/xov dyyeAtuv ©eov, koL iyev^Oy) pepU Kvpiov Aaos avTOV *IaKco/8

—where /cara apiOfiov ayjiXoiv ©coO represent Hebrew words which
in A.V. and R.V. are rendered "according to the number of the
children of Israel." The passage was taken to mean that God
assigned the government of the several nations to guardian angels.

Probably this view was older than the Septuagint, for there are

many indications in the Old Testament that the gods of the nations

were regarded as wicked angels. There was also another tradition

that the seven planets were ruled by the seven chiefs of the angels

of service. The planets, wandering stars (see below, ver. 13), were
wicked stars, because they had broken loose from their appointed
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Station. Hence their angels were punished. Enoch xviii. 13 sqq.,
" And what I saw there was horrible—seven stars like great burning
mountains, and like spirits, which besought me. The Angel said,

This is the place where heaven and earth terminate ; it serves as a
prison for the stars of heaven and the host of heaven. And the

stars which roll over the fire are they which have transgressed

the commandment of God before their rising, because they did not

come forth at the appointed time. And He was wroth with them,
and bound them till the time when their guilt should be consum-
mated in the year of the mystery." Cf. Enoch xxi. 2 sqq. Jude
says that they are bound **till the judgment of the great day."

This phrase also is suggested by Enochs where we find Iws t^s

KpLcrews T7]s fJL€yd\r)?f fifXP'^ i7fiepas KpL<T€(i)<s t^s ixeydX-q'S (ed. Charles,

pp. 85, 86. See also Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des Jleils, i. 394;
Harnack's note on Hermas, Sim. viii. 3. 3). According to these

traditions the sin of the fallen angels was pride or disobedience.

This is the view adopted by Origen, in Ezech. Hom. ix. 2 (Lomm.
i. 121), "Inflatio, superbia, arrogantia, peccatum diaboli est; et ob
haec delicta ad terras migrauit de coelo."

By the side of these ran another stream of tradition based on
Gen. vi., according to which the sin of the fallen angels was lust.

Justin, ApoL ii. 5, combines both, ot 8* ayycAot, irapajSanrcs tiJvSc t^v

Ttt^iv, yiivaxKMxv fiL$€(nv rj-nrrjOrjcrav,

St. Peter does not specify the sin of the fallen angels, but he is

evidently referring to their dacAyetat. St. Jude is not content with

a passing allusion; he develops and confuses it. When he says

that the angels forsook their proper habitation (came down from
heaven to earth), he is thinking of Gen. vi. ; when he says that

they kept not their own principality, of Deut. xxxii. 8. Yet after all

he has not made his point clear. For how could either the false

teachers or their victims be said fxri Trjprja-aL rrjv iavriov apxi^v ?

7. The Third Instance ; the Cities of the Plain.

Jude omits the Deluge, and here does not mention Lot.

ws loSofAa Kttl rojxoppa Kal at Trcpl aurds iroXets. The other

cities were Admah and Zeboim, Deut. xxix. 23 ; Hos. xi. 8. There
were five cities of the plain, but Zoar was spared. T6v o/jlolov rpoirov

Tovrots, "like these fallen angels"; here at last the do-cAyaa is

brought out. The compound eKTropvevnv is not found elsewhere in

the New Testament, but is used by the LXX. in Gen. xxxviii. 24
and elsewhere. The ex- may, as Hofmann thinks, add the notion

of going outside the moral law. In aTrcXOovaaL oirCa-oi aapKog crcpas

we have another illustration of the manner in which Jude used
2 Peter. The latter has (ii. 10) rovg oTrtVoj crapKos Iv iTnOvfiia

fiLaa-p^ov TTopevoixivovs. Jude has caught up this phrase, but by
adding hipas has made it refer to the sin connected with the name
of Sodom,—a sin which, though horribly common in heathen Greece
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and Rome, was never alleged against teachers who could in any
sense be called Christians. The language of 2 Pet. ii. 6, 10 is

greatly exaggerated here. Further, St. Peter does not fall into the

error of saying that the sin of Sodom was like that of the angels,

for the fallen angels could not be said dTr^XOelv omcroi arapKog ercpas.

SeiyfAa (here only in the New Testament) properly means "a
sample" or "specimen"; it is here used in the sense of the

classical irapdBuyixa or the later vTroSayfia (2 Pet. ii. 6), "a pattern,"

or "example," or "warning." IIvpos aiWibu is best taken with

Slktiv :
" they are set forth as a warning, suffering the punishment of

eternal fire." Jude omits all mention of Lot, fixing his mind only
on the divine vengeance, and here again sharpens and hardens the

words of St. Peter, im-oScLyixa ficWovTOiv ao-cySeiv TeOaKu><i,

8. ouToi, the false teachers of ver. 4. *Ei/v7ri/ta^c(r^ai, " to dream."
Their dreams may be those of prophecy; these false teachers

being also false prophets (2 Pet. ii. i), who support their evil

doctrines by pretended revelations; cf. Deut. xiii. i, 3, 5. This
explanation is favoured by von Soden and Spitta, and is much the

best. Or possibly, as some hold, " dream " may be used in the

sense of "vain imagination." The difficulty is that, though the

Latin somnium is used in this sense, the Greek ivvTrviov is not.

Nevertheless this is the interpretation of Clement of Alexandria,

Strom, iii. 2. 1 1, kwirviwCji^tvoi (o yap wap rr^ aX-qOua eTn^dWovcnv).

*ETrLpd\Xov(TLv most probably means "attack," and o should be
corrected to ov. So also Adumb, in Ep.Judae^ "hi somniantes, hoc
est, qui somniant imaginatione sua libidines at reprobas cupidi-

tates." The meaning involved in the "filthy dreamers" of the AV
may be confidently rejected, because, as Alford points out, the

participle belongs not only to o-apKa /xtaiVovcrt, but equally to

KVpiorrjTa d^eroOcrt and 8o^as fi\aa(f>rjixovarL.

adpKa fjiiati/ouat. Here jude is adapting 2 Pet. ii. 10, and the

passages should be carefully compared. Peter says, "the Lord
knows how to deliver the godly out of trial, and keep the unjust

under punishment till the day of judgment, but especially those

who walk after the flesh . . . and despise lordship. Self-willed

daring ones, they fear not to blaspheme dignities." He has passed
away from Sodom, and is speaking of the False Teachers ; it is they
who despise lordship and rail at dignities. Jude says that the

false teachers are like the people of the cities of the plain in that

they despise lordship and blaspheme dignities. But it is only by a
great effort of exegesis that we can fasten these two charges on the

people of Sodom. Jude has abbreviated and confused his text
For KvpioTTjs and Soia see notes on 2 Peter.

0. 6 Be MixaiiX. " But Michael the archangel, when contend-
ing with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not
bring against him a sentence of blasphemy, but said. May the Lord

<r or THE "
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rebuke thee." That is to say, " may the Lord rebuke thee for thy

blasphemy." Peter says that the angels will not bring against

dignities " a railing accusation " (/3Aao-</)77/Aov Kptcriv), which is quite

a different thing. See Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 217. AiaKpiveo-Oai

is used here in its proper sense, "to get a dispute decided,"
" contend with an adversary in a court of law." The dative Sia^6X<a

is governed by StcXeycro. For Kpto-ts see 2 Pet. ii. 11. *E7rtTi/x,iJ(rai

is, of course, optative.

The incident is taken by St. Jude from the Assumption of Moses

^

as we are informed by Clement of Alexandria {Adumb, in Ep.
Judae\ Origen {de Frinc. iii. 2. i), and Didymus. The passage as

given, perhaps loosely, by a Scholiast on Jude (text in Hilgenfeld,

Nouum Testamentum extra Cano7iem receptum^ i. p. 128) runs

thus : TeXcimycrai/TOS cv tw opct Mcovcrcco? 6 dp;(ayyeXos Mt;!(a^A,

d7ro(rrcA.XcTat fieTaOT^awv to aw/xa. 6 fxlv ovv 8tdy8oXos di/Tet;j(€ BiXwv

airaT^araif Acywv ort e/Aoi ro crto/xa ws t^s vAiy? SccTTTO^ovrt, -^Tot 8ta ro

Trard^ai rbv AiyvTrrtov fiXacrfjurnxovvTO^ koto, rov ayiov Koi <f>ov€a

dvayopevaavTO^' firj iveyKwv rrjv Kara rov dyiov /SXacrffi-qixcav 6 ayycAos

*E7rtTi/w,7yo'ai vol 6 0eds, Trpo? rov Sid^oXov c<^r/. Here we see from
aTroa-TeXXeTai that the dispute did not occur in the presence of the

Lord ; hence Jude omits St. Peter's irapa Kvptw : again the meaning
of pXa(r<f)TjiJLias KptVts comes out very clearly. Satan blasphemed
Moses, claiming his body as that of a murderer. Michael would
not tolerate his sin of blasphemy against the saint, yet abstains from
openly charging him with blasphemy. The date of the Assumption
is variously given ; but as it was probably used by St. Paul in Gal.

iii. 19, where Moses is called the p-eo-n-T/? of the law (the phrase in

the Assumption as quoted by Gelasius Cyz. Acta Syn. Nicaen.

ii. 18, p. 28, is T^s BiaOi^Krji fiea-LTrjv: in the existing Latin version

arbiter testamentt)^ it is also probably considerably older than that

Epistle. Hilgenfeld thinks that it was written after 44 a.d. ; others

place it as early as 2 b.c. It is possible that Jude refers to the

Assumption again in ver. 16.

10. oStoi 8^ . . . </>0€ipoi'Tat. "But these rail at whatsoever

things they know not ; and what they understand naturally, like the

creatures without reason, in these things are they destroyed {or

corrupted)," R.V. The things that they know not are /cvptorrys,

Sd^a, and generally the world of spirit to which these conceptions

belong; the things which they understand are fleshly delight.

Jude has made the rough-hewn sentence of 2 Pet. ii. 12 much
smoother and clearer ; see also vers. 13 and 1 7. In particular he has

corrected the awkward iteration of <l>Oopa, <{>6opdv, ^^ctpovrat, which
is so characteristic of 2 Peter.

11. o6ai auTois. Outside of the Gospels this phrase is used only

in I Cor. ix. 1 6 and in the Apocalypse. It is rare in later writers,

but occurs in a Fragment of Clement of Alexandria (Dindorf,
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vol. iii. p. 492), oval Be Tots c;j(ov(n icat cv xnroKpL(ru Xafi/SdvovcTLf which
is quoted in the Didache.

Jude's fourth instance is Cain, who is not introduced by Peter,

and whose mention here has caused difficulty. De Wette and
Arnaud thought that Cain here was a type of all wicked men.
Schneckenburger, Spitta, von Soden, and Kiihl (the last with some
hesitation) appeal to the Jerusalem Targum on Gen. iv. 7, where
Cain is represented as the first sceptic and sophist, and as saying,
" Non est iudicium nee iudex, nee est aliud saeculum, nee dabitur

merces bona iustis, nee ultio sumetur de improbis, neque per

miserationem creatus est mundus, neque per miserationem guber-

natur." The Targum is later than Jude; but the same idea is found
in Philo, from whom it is possibly derived. See references in

Siegfried. This explanation would give tolerable sense, but is much
too artificial. The name Cain, standing as it does without qualifi-

cation, must mean Cain the murderer. See Wisd. x. 3 (a passage

which was probably in Jude's mind as he wrote ver. 7), where Cain
is " the unrighteous man who fell away from her (Wisdom) in his

anger, and perished himself in the rage wherewith he slew his

brother." Hence Grotius, Oecumenius, and others rightly account

for his introduction here by supposing Jude to mean that the false

teachers murder men's souls. "Cain," says Grotius, "fratri uitam

caducam ademit ; illi fratribus adimunt aeternam." The same lan-

guage has often been used in later times. We have before noticed the

fiery zeal of Jude, and his tendency to exaggerate; see vers. 3, 7, 23.

The fifth instance is Balaam, who appears in 2 Peter also.

Jude devotes less space to him, and again darkens the picture.

Peter charges Balaam only with covetousness
; Jude says that for

the sake of money {fiia-Oov, genitive of price) the false teachers

fling themselves into the irXdvr] of Balaam—that is to say, into the

sin of Baal Peor (Num. xxv., xxxi. 8 ; Apoc. ii. 14). Hence the verb

HexvOrja-aVf which, like the Latin effundi tn, is used of those who
pour themselves out, fling themselves into sensual indulgence.

Jude does not press the charge of greed and extortion so strongly

as 2 Peter; he barely alludes to it here and in ver. 16; in his eyes

the covetousness of the false teachers is as nothing in comparison
with their uncleanness.

The sixth instance is Korah, who is not mentioned in 2 Peter.

Korah "gainsaid" Moses and Aaron (Num. xvi.) because

Moses by God's command had restricted the priesthood to the

family of Aaron. He despised not God's ordinances generally

(as Huther, Ritschl, Alford, Kiihl think), but this particular

ordinance. Jude must mean that those of whom he is speaking

defied the authorities of the Church, and claimed the right to make
rules for themselves. So he speaks of them just below as a<^oySo)s

cavrovs irot/xatVovxe?, in other words as making themselves theii
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own presbyters; cf. i Pet. v. 2. Here we find support for the

explanation of 8o|at given on 2 Pet. ii. 10. The "dignities" whom
these false teachers blaspheme were the rulers of the Church. We
notice in this verse that Jude possesses a certain copia uerborum^

three different nouns, 6S09, irXav-r], a.vri\oyia^ are coupled with three

different verbs, TropevOyjvaif eKxvOrjvai, duroXea-OaL, It is clear that

he was a better writer than 2 Peter, and in particular that he
dislikes needless iteration. See on this point Introduction to

2 Peter, p. 225 sq.

12. ouTOt eiaii' 01 ei' rats &ydirais ufAwi/ airiXdEes. "These are

they who are spots in your love feasts." *Aya7rats is undoubtedly
the right reading, though AC have dTrarttt?, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 14. Oi

before o-7rtXa8cs is given by A B L, but omitted by fc< K on account

of the difficulty which it creates.

For the meaning of (TTriXas see Orpheus, Lithica^ 614 (ed. G.
Hermann), where the agate is described as Karda-TiKTO's <nriXa-

Seo-o-t, "dappled with spots" (Tyrwhitt thought that this treatise

was composed as late as the reign of Constantius, but there is no
reason for suspecting that the author invented this use of the word)

;

Hesychius, (nrtXaSes* fjcefiiaa-fxeuou Thus the word is merely a
variant for the o-ttlXol of 2 Peter.

The R.V. translates "these are they that are hidden rocks,'

following the Etym. Mag.^ which explains o-TrtXaSe? by v<^aXoi Trirpai.

But in the Anthology^ xi. 390, the two are expressly distinguished

—

<^a(rt Se Kai viyecro-iv dXt7rXave€(ro"t xepeiovs ras v(f>dXov<s Trerpas twv

<fiav€po)v cTTriXdSwv, and in Hom. Od. iii. the o-7rtA,d8cs of 398 are

the same as the Xiora-rj atTretd re cis aAa iriTprj of 293. The epithet
" hidden " therefore must be struck out, and with it the notion of

a hidden danger. Further, o-TrtAds means a rock, not only in the

sea, or on the beach, but in land, see Soph. Track. 678 ; Theocritus,

Epigr. iv. 6. Thus the word does not include an allusion to ship-

wreck, nor indeed to danger of any kind. Hence the statements

of Suidas, o-TrtAdSe?- at Iv vSatrt Koikai Trerpai, and of Hesychius,

(TTrtXdScg* at -jrepiexofJievai ry OaXdcrcrr) irirpai (this he gives as an
alternative explanation), are not strictly accurate. Nor is the note

of Oecfimenius, at o-TrtA-dSes rots irXiova-iv oXWpLOi, dTrpo<T8oKijr(i><s

cViyti/d/Acvat, to be taken for more than it is worth, as the expres-

sion of his own opinion.

amXds is feminine, hence there is a difficulty in the masculine
article ol. We must supply either ovres or KCKXrjjjiivoL^ and trans-

late " these are the men who are spots," or " these are the men
who kave been called spots." The insertion of the article seems to

show that Jude had in his mind some definite passage where
these men or men like them had been actually spoken of as

"spots." Thus it becomes probable that he is here directly re-

ferring to 2 Pet. ii. 13. This is the opinion maintained by Spitta.
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Dr. Chase dismisses this view with the remark that this {ovtol

eloTLv ol) is a regular form in apocalyptic literature. See for in-

stances Zech. i. loj Apoc. vii. 14, xi. 4, xiv. 4; Enoch xlvi. 3;
Apoc, Petri^ 4. 7. 9. 14. 15. 16. The remark is true, but does

not meet the point. The form is not specially apocalyptic (see

Matt. iii. 3, 17, and numberless other examples might be given

from writings of all kinds). Either it points a reference to some-
thing that the readers know already, as in Apoc. xi. 4, oStoi cio-tv at

8vo cXatat, "these are the two olive trees" that you have read of

in Zech. iv. 3, or it answers the question, Who are these ? identify-

ing two known persons or classes of persons. But it does not

convey fresh information about the persons. Thus ovtoi daw 01

pXa(T^rifxovvT€<s ttjv oBbv rrj's StKatocrwT;? is " these are the men who
blaspheme the way of righteousness " (ovtol is predicate), while

OVTOL pXa(r(f>Y)fjiov(TL is "these men blaspheme" (here ovtol is sub-

ject). Jude is quite aware of this difference, and uses both forms

correctly; thus we have, ver. 16, ovtol cIo-lv yoyyvo-rat, "these men
are murmurers " ; and, on the other hand, ovtol da-iv oi ir/Doyey/oa/i-

fjiivoLf ver. 4, not ovtol ela-L Trpoyeypaixfievou Hence it is not

probable that he would write ovtol daiv ol <nn\aZ€<s for ovtol clan

o-TTtXaScs. He must mean either " these are the men whom every-

body calls spots," or "these are the men whom some particular

person has called so." The latter is the more probable, and
Spitta's opinion may therefore well be defended. An objection

might be raised on the ground of Apoc. xiv. 4, ovtol clo-lv ot /xera

yvvaLKwv ovk iixoXvvOrjaaVf TrapOivoL yap clctlv' ovtol ot aKoXov6ovvTC<s

T(3 dpvLio oTTov av vTrdyrj, where no question has been distinctly asked

;

but even this case falls under the rule. The meaning is not " these

men are virgins," but " these men are the virgins," whom you knew
in the Church. There may again be a reference to some well-known

phrase, for the second clause contains an apparent allusion to the

familiar words " follow thou me."
If we adopt the other rendering, "these are they that are

rocks," we must still regard the words as an allusion to some well-

known passage. But none can be found. Ilepl ttjv ttCo-tlv ivavd-

yrja-av, i Tim. i. 19, is much too vague.

<ruv€U(o-)(ouy.€voi. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 13, o-ttlXol kol /xw/tot, evTpvcfyCJVTe^

iv rats dyctTrais avTiov (Tvvivwxovfx^voL vfuv. St. Peter means "while

they share the feast with you." Jude's language may bear the

same sense, but he seems rather to give a-wevoyxovfievoL a different

turn, "while they carouse together," by themselves. We may
possibly infer from d</)o/?cos cavrou? Trot/xatVovTCS and diroStopt^ovrc?,

ver. 19, that these men drew together at a separate part of the

table, or even that they kept an Agape of their own; and th3

words iv rats dyaTrais v/x(ov are not conclusive against the latter

hypothesis, for they may mean " in the Agape of your community.*
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Certainly the language of St. Jude leads us to infer that the division

was more clearly marked than we should gather from 2 Peter, and

this point again makes in favour of the priority of the latter.

d<t>6P(«)s cauTous ironLaivovTes. " Shepherding themselves without

fear." 'Ac^o^ws must be taken with Trot/AacVoi/res not with crwevo)-

XovfJievoL, with which it yields no good sense. IIot/AatVctv is the

verb which expresses the whole authority of Christ, or of the priest,

over the flock. The instance of Korah, employed in ver. 11, shows

that Jude is here thinking of the latter. These men defied the

authority of their rulers, made themselves their own shepherds,

and yet feared no harm. If we think of the way in which Balaam

is mentioned in Apoc. ii. 14, it is tempting to suppose that one

way in which they exhibited their lawlessness was by eating ra

€iSo}\66vTa at the Agape. Dr. Chase (article on /ude in Hastings*

Dictionary of the Bible) thinks there may be a reference here to

Ezek. xxxiv. 2, \jJi\ ^oo-kovctlv iroLfji,€V€s iavTovs

;

ve^iKai. ai'uSpoi utto ^viiioiv -napa^^poiievai, Peter has Tn/yat

avvhpoL KOL 6/AtxA.at VTTO A.atAa7ros iXavvo/xevaL. Jude, using only one

figure, calls his opponents " Clouds which drop no water, and are

blown past by winds." From teachers we expect the beneficent rain

of doctrine and example : these men are like clouds which give no
rain and only hide the sun ; they are blown past and seen no more.

There is a weak variant inpKJiepo^cvai^ " tossed about," an image of

instability ; the word is possibly suggested by Eph. iv. 14.

S^i^Spa 4)9ti'OTrwpi>'{i. The epithet means more than autumnal
^^tj/oTTOjpov means not autumn, the season of fruit {riOaXvla cnroipq :

autumnus from augeo\ but the " fall of the year," the season just

before winter, when growth has stopped, and the branches are bare.

We may translate " trees in the fall," or even " trees in winter."

"AKapira is probably suggested by ovk dpyov<s ovBk dKap-Trovs, 2 Pet. i. 8.

Ats diroOavovTa, " twice dead," not only fruitless, but actually dead
and incapable of bearing fruit ; or not only dead, but uprooted

;

or, again, St. Jude may b.e thinking of these men no longer as

trees, but as Christians ; they were dead once in trespasses and
sins, now again they have died by apostasy. If this last explana-

tion is tenable, St. Jude may have been thinking of 2 Pet. i. 9, ii. 20,

and strengthening the expression. 'EKpt^w^eVra, they are already

cut off from their root; the root is either the Church (dTroStopt-

^ovres) or Christ.

13. Ku'iJiaTa . . . alaxuVas. "Wild waves of the sea, foaming

up their own shames." The language is tinctured by reminiscences

of Greek poetry ; of. Moschus, Idy//. v. 5, d 8k ddXaa-aa Kvprbv

i'7ra<f>pLCr} : Euripides, 7/erc. Fur. 851, ^dXatro-av dypCavj but the

image is probably suggested by Isa. Ivii. 20.

daxepes irXaiaJTai. See note on ver. 6. We find an allusion

to the sin of the planets also in Isa. xiv. 12, where the king of
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Babylon is compared to the Day-star, son of the morning, who fell

through pride. St. Jude here gives a more correct turn to the

imagery than St. Peter, who speaks of springs and mists as punished

by darkness, though at the same time he has departed somewhat
from Enochs who saw the stars of heaven imprisoned in a place of fire.

14. Trpo€<t)T)Teuo-e Se Kai toutois. "But Enoch prophesied to

these men also " ; his words strike them as well as others.

ipSofxos dir^ 'ASdjx. Gen. v. ; Enoch Ix. 8, xciii. 3 ; Book of
Jubilees^ vii. The quotation which follows is a combination of

passages from Enoch. "And, lo. He comes with ten thousand

of His holy ones to execute judgment upon them; and He will

destroy the ungodly, and will convict all flesh of all that the sinners

and ungodly have wrought and ungodly committed against Him,"
i. 9 ; " Ye have slanderously spoken proud and hard words with

your impure mouths against His greatness," v. 4 ; cf. also xxvii. 2 :

the translation here given is that of Mr. Charles.

The earlier Fathers regarded this passage as showing that Enoch
was inspired; Clement of Alexandria, Adumb, in Ep. Judae^ "his

verbis prophetiam comprobat " ; TertuUian, de cultu fern. i. 3,
" eo

accedit quod Enoch apud Judam apostolum testimonium possidet."

In the time of Jerome many viewed it as a proof that Jude was not

inspired, de uir. ill, 4, " et quia de libro Enoch, qui apocryphus est,

in ea assumit testimonium a plerisque reiicitur." Augustine still held

the more ancient and liberal view, de ciuitate dei^ xv. 33, "scripsisse

quidem nonnuUa diuina Enoch ilium septimum ab Adam negare

non possumus, cum hoc in epistula canonica Judas apostolus dicat."

After inserting this passage from Eiioch^ which speaks so dis-

tinctly of the coming of the Lord to judgment, St. Jude may have
felt that no more remained to be said on this point ; and this may
have been the chief reason why he omitted the third chapter of

2 Peter.

16. yoYYuoTat* The substantive occurs here only in the New
Testament In the LXX. yoyyv^etv and Stayoyyv^etv are used of the

Israelites who complained against God and Moses, Ex. xv. 24, xviL

3 ; Num. xiv. 29. So here these false brethren murmur not against

the trials of life, but against their superiors, God and the So^at.

fji6fi\|;t|jioipos (this word again is aTra^ Xeyo/aevoi/) means "com-
plaining of one's lot," "querulous." But here again we must
understand, not that the false teachers lacked the spirit of resigna-

tion, but that they were recalcitrant and grumbled against authority.

*Afi€fx\]/LfxoLprjTo^ occurs, apparently in the sense of "uncomplaining,"
in a letter found on a papyrus of the second century B.C. ; see

Deissmann, Bibelstudien^ p. 211; omitted in Eng. tr.

Kal yh oTOfJia aurwK XaXei u-ir^poyKa. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 18, wripoyKa

yap fxaraLorqTos <ji6iyy6fi€voL, Jude's phrase bears resemblance to

Ps, cxliii. (cxliy.) 8, 1 1, wv xq qro^a i\aXy]<T€ fiaTaiorrjTa^ But it iii
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probable that here again he is quoting from the Assumption of
Moses vii. 21, " et os eorum loquetur ingentia " (the Greek text is not

extant). @av/>ia^€tv -rrpoa-oiirov (the phrase does not occur elsewhere

in the New Testament, though we find pXiirew €is Trpoa-oyn-ovj Matt
xxii. 16: Xafx(3dv€Lv irpoa-oiTTov, Luke XX. 21) may come* from Gen.
xix. 21 ; Lev. xix. 15, or from the Assumption of Moses v. 16, "qui
enim magistri sunt doctores eorum illis temporibus erunt mirantes

personas cupiditatum (Fritzsche corrects nobilitatum) et acceptiones

munerum et peruendent iustitias accipiendo poenas." It has been
observed that Jude does not attack the covetousness of the false

teachers except here and in the word ixurOov, ver. 1 1.

17. u|X6is 8c . . . Mrjaou Xpiarou. " But ye, beloved, remember
ye the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ." *Y/>i€ts is placed in front of the sentence with great

emphasis in opposition to the ovroi of ver. 16. A comparison with

2 Pet. iii. 2 will show that either Peter has greatly complicated the

expression of Jude, or Jude has greatly simplified that of Peter.

The latter seems more probable; see ver. 10 above. The sub-

stance of this apostolic warning may be found in i Tim. iv. i

(where the words to 8k Uvev/xa prjrws Acyei may introduce a predic-

tion given orally by a Christian prophet) ; 2 Tim. iii. 1-5 ; Acts
XX. 29. These passages show that similar admonitions were current.

But the exact form of the prophecy, as it is here expressed, is found
only in 2 Pet. iii. 3, and it is there given by an apostle as his own.
Neither prj/xa nor the following Xeyw need be taken to show that St.

Jude was referring to mere words, for prj/ia is constantly used of

scripture, and the phrase 17 ypa.fj>r} Xeyci is familiar. But, even if the

words are taken in their strict sense, the possibility of a direct

quotation from 2 Peter is not excluded. St. Jude reminds his

readers that the apostles had often said that mockers would come,
and then proceeds to quote an apostolic document in which this

saying was recorded in a particular shape. See Mansel, Gnostic

Heresies, p. 70.

St. Jude here distinctly tells us that he was not an apostle

himself.

18. eir' l<Tx&ro\} xpoVoo . . . do-ePetwi^. " In the last time there

shall be mockers walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses."

There is considerable authority for the insertion of on before cV*

l(r)(aTov : it makes no difference in the sense, oti in such a case

being merely equivalent to our inverted commas; see Blass, pp.

233, 286. KLP have h co-xarw (tw) xpovw. Tcov d(re/3€La>v is best

taken as objective genitive after cVt^v/Atias, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 10. The
R.V. (text) translates "ungodly lusts," finding here the same
Hebraism as in aipeVets aTrtoXeta?, 2 Pet. ii. i ; but St. Jude does not
use this idiom {Kptaiv /3Xaa<f}7]ixLa<;, ver. 9, is certainly not an
instance), and it is needless to force it upon him here.
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St. Jude's text differs from that of 2 Peter in the following points

:

—(^ He has lir ia-xaTOV xpovov for eir l(r)(6.T0iv riiiv r]fji€p(i)v, Cf.

€v IcTxO'Tov Twv ^P^^^^i ^ ^^^' ^' 20- Jude's phrase is less Hebraistic

than that of 2 Peter, and better Greek than that of i Peter. (2) He
has ifiTraLKTai alone ; here again he corrects the rugged Hebraism, iv

i/xiraiyfjiovyj iixTroLKTaL, as he had already corrected iv <jiOopa (f>6aprj-

(Tovrat, 2 Pet. ii. 12; Jude 10. (3) In Kara To-s iavToJv €7rL6vfXLa<s

7rop€v6/ji€voL he corrects another vulgarism ; 2 Peter has tStas. (4)
The genitive rcov do-cySctoJv is redundant, and appears to be suggested

by the aa-G^T^Sf do-eySeta, dcre/3etv of the passage from Enoch. If we
regard 2 Peter as the later, we must suppose that he first struck out

the quotation from Enoch, though it suited his purpose admirably
well, and then dropped the da-e/Seiiov, because without the Enoch
passage it was no longer easily intelligible. But this mode of

procedure is too artificial to be probable. (5) St. Jude has left

ifXTTOiKTai without any explanation. In 2 Peter the "mock" is

defined quite easily and naturally by the following words, ttov Icttlv

7} cTrayyeXta rrjs Trapovcrta? avTov ; If 2 Peter is here following Jude,
it must be allowed that he has displayed great skill in his adaptation.

All through this important verse it clearly seems far easier to explain

Jude* by 2 Peter than to reverse the process.

Among modern commentators there is a growing tendency to

adopt this view ; the reader may consult the arguments of Spitta,

Kiihl, Zahn. But the question is crucial as to the relation between
the two Epistles, and it cannot be denied that a heavy weight of

authority lies in the other scale. Jiilicher settles the question in a

very off-hand way. *' It appears to speak in favour of the priority

of 2 Peter, that Jude, ver. 18, quotes something as an apostolical

prophecy which might be derived from 2 Pet. iii. 3, yet at bottom
it is given there also as a generally known prophecy " {Einleitung^

p. 186). But 2 Peter certainly gives the warning as his own, and,

if we make him the later, we must suppose that he has here made a
very serious alteration in St. Jude's text.

19. oijToi cio-tj' 01 dTro8iopt£oi'T€s. "These are they that make
separations." *A7roSto/)t^€tv is found only here in the New Testa-

ment. C and some other authorities add cavrovs, but the insertion

is needless. Here again Jude uses the article as in vers. 4, 12,

though he omits it when not required, as in ver. 16. He means
"these are they of whom you have been told that they make
separations," or " these are they who, as you see, make separations "

;

if we take the former sense we may find here a reference to the

aip^o-cts of 2 Pet. ii. I. But in what sense did they separate?

They may, as suggested on ver. 12, have kept a distinct Agape.
Even this would not imply that they had definitely gone out from
the Church. At a later date there were some who celebrated the

Agape "without the bishop," yet did not regard themselves as
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schismatics, though Ignatius strongly reproves their conduct as

unlawful {Smyrn. viii.). Or they may have kept together at a

separate part of the table. There was probably some visible sign

of exclusiveness. But probably also the division would largely

correspond to distinctions of class. The false teachers of whom
Jude is speaking attached themselves to the rich (vers. 11, 16). But
the rich would be in the main the educated. Thus we may see

here a "separation" caused partly by wealth, displaying itself in

insolent ostentation at the Agape ;
partly by social position, rebelling

against the authority of officials who were not always men of much
worldly consideration

;
partly by an assumption of intellectual

superiority, of "knowledge." The same dividing influences were
working at Corinth, and amongst those to whom St. James wrote,

and sprang naturally out of the constitution of the Church, which
was strongly democratic on one side, strongly aristocratic on
another. In early days, before the Church was wealthy or edu-
cated, and before the tradition of her discipline had established

itself, a rich Christian, unless he was a very devout man, must have
found himself in a very trying position. It was out of this state

of things that Gnosticism arose. Gnosticism was the revolt of the

well-to-do half-educated bourgeois class.

Here again we may note a resemblance between Jude and the

Assumption of Moses, which, after the words already quoted, " et

OS eorum loquetur ingentia," proceeds thus, " et super dicent Noli
tu me tangere, ne inquines me in loco in quo uersor" (vii. 21 ; the

text, however, is largely conjectural, and is followed by two or three

lines which are quite illegible ; see Hilgenfeld).

19. \|/uxiKot, TTj'eG^a p,^ Ixonrcs. " Sensual, not having the spirit."

*uX^K09, opposed to xi/cv/x-artKos, is a Pauline phrase resting on the

peculiar Pauline psychology; see i Cor. ii. 14, xv. 44. The word is

found in Jas. iii. 15, but could not be used by St. Peter, in whose
vocabulary i/^vx^ means the religious soul (see note on i Pet. i. 9,

and Introduction, p. 40). Nor is TrvciJ/xa used by St. Peter as it is

here ; to him Trveviia differs from xpvxrj merely as ghost from soul.

He speaks of the Holy Ghost as resting on man (i Pet. i. 14), but
could hardly have spoken of true Christians as "having spirit,"

because in his view all men are Trv^vfiara, St. Jude has here intro-

duced into 2 Peter an alien vocabulary and an alien psychology

;

see notes on vers, i, 3.

St Jude means simply what he says, that these men were
psychic, not spiritual. He has been taken to mean that the people
against whom he is writing called the catholics " psychic," as did
the Gnostics and Montanists. Thus his words have been twisted
into an argument for the late date of the Epistle. This, however,
is quite gratuitous.

20. c7roiKoBo|jioukT€s • • . TTicrret. *EavToiJs represents v/xas
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avTovs : see Matt. iii. 9, xvi. 8 ; Blass, p. 35. For the superlative,

dytwrarjy, see 2 Pet. i. 4. Here, as there, it is intensive ("most
holy," not " holiest ") ; the true superlative being exceedingly rare in

the New Testament; see Blass, p. 33. Ilto-Tis is again fides cut

creditur^ as in ver. 3. We may translate " building yourselves up
by means of your most holy faith," or " upon your most holy faith "

;

though, in this latter sense, cTroiKoSo/xeti/ is followed by cVt with

accusative in i Cor. iii. 12, and by evrt with dative in Eph. ii. 20.

TrpoaeuxofACJ'ot is best taken with Iv ayt'w nvev/>tart : the believer

prays in the Holy Spirit, as the prophet speaks in the Holy Spirit,

I Cor. xii. 3. It is possible to translate, with Luther, " build your-

selves up by (or on) faith, in the Holy Spirit, through prayer."

21. cauTo^s Iv dydirT) ©eoG Tr]piQo-aT€. God keeps them, ver. i, yet

they may be said to keep themselves; cf. i Tim. v. 22
; Jas. i. 27.

The " love of God," coupled as it is here with the mercy of Christ,

almost certainly means the love of God for man ; they are to keep
themselves safe within the covenant by obedience. Some com-
mentators take the words to mean " love for God," as in 2 Thess.

iii. 5. See note on ver. i.

T& IXcos. Mercy is ascribed generally to God, as in i Pet. i. 3

;

in the addresses of i and 2 Timothy and of 2 John, to God and
Christ ; here to Christ alone. Here again there is a possible refer-

ence to Enoch xxvii. 3, 4, " in the last days . . . the righteous . . .

who have found mercy will bless the Lord of glory, the Eternal

King." They will bless Him for the mercy in accordance with

which He has assigned them their lot. Et? ^w^v oXixviov is by many
commentators coupled with rrjprja-aTe. In this case, "keep your-

selves unto eternal life" may be thought to correspond to "kept
unto Jesus Christ," who is Life Eternal, in ver. i. Others find the

connexion in TrpocrScxoftcvot to cXeo?, but it is difficult to find a
satisfactory explanation for cts either with the participle or with the

substantive. With the former, it must be taken to mean " waiting

until" or "waiting with your eyes fixed upon," with the latter,

"mercy that leads to"; and none of these renderings is easy.

22, 23. The text of this passage is extremely uncertain. Some
of the authorities give only two clauses, some have three, and there

are variations in details, (i) Those which give two clauses are

—

(a) Clement of Alexandria, who twice quotes the verses, giving a

different text each time, Strom, vi. 8. 65, koX ovs /xcv Ik Trvpo's

dpm-d^iTe, SiaKpLvofxevov^ 8k iXceLT^i Adumb. in Ep.Judae^ "Quoidam
autem saluate de igne rapientes, quibusdam uero miseremini in

timore" (/cat ovs pkv croj^ere ck Trvpos dpTra^orre?, ov<s 8k ik€€LT€ iv

<l>6/3w), (3) C, ov<s /A€v eA,ey;(€Te 8taKptvo/>t€vovs, ovs 8k (rw^ere ck Trvpos

ap7rd^0VT€<s iv <l>6^<a. (c) K L P, ov? fxkv cAcetrc 8LaKpLv6ixf.voij ovs 8k

h <f>6l3(a orw^cre ck Trvpo^ dpTrd^ovrcs : Peshito, " et hos quidem miser-

emini resipiscentes (Sia/cptvoftcVovs), hos autem seruate de igne
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rapientes in timore.** {d) Jerome, Ezek. 18, "et alios quidem de
igne rapite, aliorum uero qui iudicantur miseremini *' (ovs ft€v Ik

TTvpo'i d/Mra^erc, ous Sc BLaKpLvofievovs tXcetrc). (^) The Bodleian

Syriac, " et quosdam de illis quidem ex igne rapite, cum autem resi-

puerint miseremini super eis in timore " (ovs fxlv €k Trvpos d/wra^erc,

SiaKpLvoixevovs 8c eXeetrc ev ^o^So)). Those which make three clauses

are

—

{a) A, 0S5 /nei/ iXiy^^ere hiaKpivoixivov^^ ov? Se o-co^ctc Ik irvpos

dp7rd^oj/T€9, ovs 8e eAeare ev <^o;8w : SO the Vulgate, Cassiodorus, and
Theophylact.

(J?) N, oSs ftcv cAeare 8iaAcptvo/>tei/ov9, ovs 8c (tw^ctc €k

7rvpo<s dp7rd^ovT€Si ov<s Se eXcarc ev <f>6fi(a. Between the two classes

stands B, ovs ph/ eAeare SiaKpivop-evovs arw^ere Ik irvpbs d/wra^ovTeg,

ovs Be eAeare ev <^o^a). This text of B cannot be correct If we
translate " those, whom you pity when they dispute, save and snatch

from the fire, but some pity in fear," we must give ov? /tev one
sense and ovs 8e another, which must be wrong. It is clear that

the scribe of B has either omitted o^s Se' before o-aj^ere, in which
case he agrees with i<, or wrongly inserted eAeare SiaKpivofievovs.

The confusion is clearly very ancient

Most of the textual critics and commentators, Lachmann,
Tischendorf, Tregelles, Briickner, Wiesinger, Schott, Keil, Alford,

Spitta, adopt the text of A. Translate, " Some confute when they

dispute, some save snatching them from fire, on some have mercy
in fear.'*

In this case we have Stafcpivo/xevous used in that sense which is

borne by the verb in ver. 9. This is the proper sense of the verb,

and it is hardly likely that Jude used it in any other. But is it

possible that there were originally three clauses? in other words,

can Jude be recommending three distinct courses of action towards

three distinct classes of people? It is extremely difficult to dis-

tinguish them. Who are the " some who dispute," who are neither

to be saved nor pitied ? Surely but two classes of opponents are

in view. All would dispute, some would recant their error, some
would not. The authority for three clauses is limited to A N, the

Vulgate, Armenian, and Aethiopia
Some follow the text of X, reading eAeetre (cAeare) for eA^yxcrc.

Thus the R.V. renders, " On some have mercy who are in doubt

;

and some save, snatching them out of the fire ; and on some have
mercy with fear." This reading is supported by one MS. only, and
compels us to give StaKptvco-^at a meaning which it bears in Matthew,
Mark, Acts, Romans, James, but not in Jude. Again, the repetition

of eAeetre is not in Jude's manner, and is objectionable in point of

sense. Lastly, the difficulty about the three clauses still remains
unbroken.

The Textus Receptus and A.V. follow K L P, translating, with

Luther, " Of some have compassion making a difference ; and others

save with fear." But SiaKpwopevoi, cannot possibly have this mean-
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ing. We must certainly correct the nominative, and read SiaKpLvo-

fxivov^.

Weiss adopts the text of B, upon which Westcott and Hort
remark with justice that it " involves the incongruity that the first

ovs must be taken as a relative, and the first iXeare as indicative.

Some primitive error evidently affects the passage. Perhaps the

first cXcare, which is not represented in Syr-Bod Clem Hier is

intrusive, and was inserted mechanically from the second clause."

The knot of the whole difficulty is to be found in B, the text

of which is either conflate or erroneous. The most probable solu-

tion is that the scribe of B, or of B's archetype, meant to give a
two-clause text, that by accident he wrote down the second clause

first and then corrected himself, but did not delete iXeare SiaKpivo-

/xeVovs, and fell into another slip by omitting the participle in the

second clause. Out of the confused text thus produced arose the

readings of A x.

We may thus believe that there were originally but two clauses,

but the order of these two is doubtful. We are left to choose be-

tween ovs fiev eX€y)(€T€ (iXeetre) SiaKpivofievovi, ov<s Sc o-oj^ctc €K irvpos

dpTra^ovres iv <^o/?(j), with K L P (corrected) C and the Peshito, and ov^

fxkv cra)^€T€ Ik Trvpo? apira^ovTC?, ovs h\ SLaKptvojxivovs eXcetrc iv <t>6f3(aj

which would fairly represent Clement, the Bodleian Syriac, and
Jerome. If the iXeyx^re of C is the right reading, the former seems
preferable, for " confutation " would naturally come first ; otherwise,

the latter, for " pity " would naturally come last. As eXceirc is upon
the whole the better attested, we may take our stand upon the latter,

Trarislate then finally, " Some save, plucking them from fire

;

some, who dispute, pity in fear." *Ek 7rvp6<s dp7rd^ovr€<s is probably

suggested by Amos iv. 1 1, KaTicrrpeij/a vfxa<s Ka^ws KarecrTpeif/ev 6

Oe^s SoSojua kol TofXOppa, koI iyeuecrOe w? SaXos i^ecrTracrfxevo^ €k

irvp6<s : or by Zech. iii. 2, kol etTrc Kvpios xpos rbv Sta^oXov 'Ettiti-

fi'qcraL K.vpio<5 iv croi Sid/SoXc, kol cTrtrt/jtr^crat Kvpto? iv crot o iKXe^d/xevos

Tr)V lepovaaXi^iJL' ovk ISov tovto w? 8aA,os i^icnraafxivos €k 7rvp6<s ; The
former passage might well be recalled to St. Jude's mind by ver. 7,

the latter by ver. 9. 'Ev <^o^a), " in fear of contamination." " Pity

them, yet fear, lest the same doom overtake yourselves." The faith

once for all delivered to the saints, ver. 3, most holy, ver. 20, is the

one way of salvation; those who reject it are rooted out, ver. 12,

and doomed to the fire. Cf. Mark xvi. 16, 6 Sc dTriorrTjo-a? (tu

KTjpvyixaTL) KaTaKpL6rj(T€Tai. We might possibly find here an argu-

ment in favour of the concluding verses of St. Mark's Gospel, which
were rejected by ancient critics merely because the words dvao-rds

8c TTpwt TrpuiTTj a-a^ftdrov were thought to contradict those of St,

Matthew, o^f/k Bk o-a^/JdroDV, ry i7n<f><j)(rK0vcrr} €19 fitav (ra^/SdroiV. See

Eusebius, Quaest. ad Marinum^ and Victor, quoted by Tischendorf,

eighth edition, p. 405.
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piiaoOrrcs . . . x'Twrn. "Hating even the tunic spotted by
the flesh." St. Jude may be thinking of the garment that is infected

with leprosy, Lev. xiii. 47, though the word there used is IfxaTtov.

The xtTwv was worn next to the skin, and therefore peculiarly liable

to contamination. All contact with these moral lepers was to be
avoided. Dr. Chase, however, finds here an allusion to the " filthy

garments," i/Aaria pvTrapd, of Joshua the high priest in Zech. iii. 3 ;

and this explanation would be possible, if we could be sure that

the figure of the brand plucked from the burning is borrowed
from this chapter. It may be questioned whether St. Jude con-

templates only sorrowful avoidance of the company of these men,
or actual excommunication (i Cor. v. 5 ; i Tim. i. 20), but his

language is very strong.

24. Tw 8e 8um|jieVw . . . dyaXXidaci. "Now to him that is able

to guard you without stumbling, and to make you stand before

the presence of His glory without blemish in exceeding joy." The
dative depends upon the attribution implied in S6$a, k.t.X., in ver. 25

;

but as the attribution refers at once to past, present, and future, it

is not possible to supply any definite verb. The doxology in Rom.
xvi. 25 begins with the same words, t<3 Sc Svvafxiv(a: cf. also Eph.
iii. 20. 'ATrraio-Tov?, "surefooted," is used of a horse which does

not stumble, Xen. JE^. i. 6, and of a good man who does not make
moral stumbles, Epictetus, Frag. 62 ; M. Antoninus, v. 9. The
word is probably suggested here by ov fxyj TrraCa-qTe. ttotc, 2 Pet. i. 10.

^T-^o-at, " to make you stand," is probably more than " to present,"

though we may compare Trapaa-TTJcraL vjxa<s ayiovs koI d/>ito/>iovs kol

dvcyxX'^TOvs KarcvcoTTtov avroO, Col. i. 22, or Acts vi. 6, ov<s ea-Ttjo-av

ei/(07rtov Twv dTroorroXwv. But we seem to have here the notion of

standing in the judgment, cf. Eph. vi. 13. For So^t^s and dyaX-

Xidorct, see I Pet. iv. 13.

25. K L P and the Textus Receptus insert cro<^$ before ©€<3,

probably from Rom. xvi. 27 ; the same MSS. make the same
addition in 1 Tim. i. 17. K P and Oecumenius omit 8ta 'Iiycov

XptcTTov rcR) KvpLov fjfjLwv : the clause, though so familiar in the late

doxologies, is found only here, Rom. xvi. 27, and (in substance

though not exactly in form) i Pet. iv. 1 1, and may possibly have
been inserted with a-o(f><S from Romans. On the other hand,

Jude may be quoting Romans, or both St. Paul and St. Jude may
be using a current form. K P again omit irpo iravros tov alu>vo^.

These words remind us of the later " ut erat in principio," and are

not found in any other apostolic doxology. 5<, three cursives,

and the Coptic omit Trdvras. L, four cursives, and some Latin

MSS. have alCjva<s twv atcorcov. Two cursives and Cassiodorus omit
d/AiJv. The text has clearly been affected by liturgical influence.

ixocw 0ew awrJipi r\^<iiv. "^oiTijp is used of God eight times in the

New Testament, Luke i. 47; i Tim. i. i, ii. 3, iv. 10; Tit. i. 3,
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ii. lo, iii. 4, and here. Of these instances six are in the Pastoral
Epistles.^ The word is used of Christ in fifteen places, of which
five are in 2 Peter, five in Luke, John and Acts, one in Philippians,

four in the Pastoral Epistles. Both uses are found in the ancient
Hebrew documents used by St. Luke (i. 47, ii. 11). For fwvo^
0€os see John V, 44, Bo^av Trapa dAAiyXwv XajxjSdvovTe^f kol rrjv Soiaif

r^ vapa tov fiovov ®€ov ov ^r/Tctre, where, in spite of the antithesis

to irapa dAAi}A,a)v, the words appear to mean "the only God";
Rom. xvi. 27, fwv(a (ro(f>w ©coj, "to the only wise God"; here the
first attribute qualifies the second, " to God who alone is wise "

;

I Tim. i. 17, fwv(o ©€(3, "the only God," "who alone is God." In
the present passage it is open to question whether Jude means " to

the only God," or " to God alone," but the commentators seem to

be unanimous in preferring the former rendering. "The only
God" is, as Spitta points out, an expression directed against the

polytheism of the Gentiles. A close parallel in sense is to be
found I Tim. vi. 15, 16. We must take such passages in con-
nexion with others such as John i. i ; Rom. ix. 5 ; 2 Pet. i. i ; Jude
4, 21, or the doxologies addressed to Christ, or the uses of Kvptos
or of 2a>T?7p.

Kiihl, Schott, von Soden, Spitta connect a-wTrjpL with Blol 'Irja-ov

XptcTTov, " God who is our Saviour through Jesus Christ," but this

construction is unexampled and barely possible; we should have
expected tw o-wo-avrt tJ/aS?. The use of Sta in the doxologies is

strongly in favour of translating, "Glory to God through Jesus
Christ."

^

86|a is ascribed to God or Christ in all the doxologies except
I Tim. vi. 16 : fieyaXwa-vvr} (a late word which occurs also in Heb.
i. 3, viii. I, and seveifil times in Enochs v. 4, 9, xii. 3, xiv. 16 ; see

Dr. Chase's article on Jude in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible)

only here ; for Kparos see i Tim. vi. 16 ; i Pet. iv. 11, v. 11 ; Apoc.
i. 6, V. 13. Compare the doxologies of Clement of Rome and of
the Martyrium Polycarpi given in the Introduction. 'E^ovo-ta,

which generally signifies subordinate and delegated authority, is

used of the power of God, Luke xii. 5 ; Acts L 7. TLpo iravTos tov

aiwvos. " Before all eternity " glory was to God through Jesus
Christ, and " now " is, and " to all the eternities " will be. Words
could hardly express more clearly Jude's belief in the pre-existence

and eternity of Christ.

&ivfi\f.. See note on i Pet iv. 1 1.



INDICES.

I. Subjects and Names.

(The names of modem scholars and commentators are not included.)

Abraham, his significance to St, Peter,

42, 115.

Abstract nouns, plural of, 225.
Acceptable, 143.

Acts, date of, 87.

of Paul and Thecla, 243.
Adam, prophecies of, 215.
Address of i Peter; Dr. Hamack's

view, 78.

Heathen and Christian types of,

88.

Adoptianism, 35.
Advent, Christians forbidden to fix a

date for the Second, 43, 45, 47.
Agape at Antioch, 62.

dismissed before dark, 282.

Aidan assisted by King Oswald as in-

terpreter, 6.

Alexander, a Montanist, condemned
for brigandage, 177.

Alexandria, Jewish poets at, 227.
was Jude written at ? 320.

Allegorism, 265.
Alphaeus, 319.
Amen, use of, by our Lord and in

liturgical formulae, 176, 344.
Andronicus and Junia, 65.

Angels, 166, 221, 274, 279, 328.
Anthologies of Messianic prophecy, 20.

of Greek poets, 227.

Antinomians, v, 238, 315.
Antioch, Paul goes up from Antioch to

Jerusalem, 58.

Peter at, 59.
synagogue at, 71,

two churches at, 44, 62.

Antioch, dispute between Peter and
Paul at, 62.

prophets at, 44.
Antiochenes fond of nicknames, 179.
Aorist imperative, 4, 142.

indicative, iii, 153.
participle, 161, 267, 299,
subjunctive, 170.

Apocalypse of John, 22, 28, 76.

of Peter^ in Muratorianum^ 14.

tinged by reminiscences of Virgil,

207.

probably composed in the West,
209, 243.

of Baruch, 76.

Apocrypha, Biblical, well known to

Peter, 3.

Apokryphenscheu^ supposed, in I Peter,

222, 275.
Apollos party at Corinth, 64.

Apostle, as description and as title, 64.

use of the title in 2 Peter, 290.

Jude not an Apostle, 306, 314.
Apostolic, as title of Epistles, i, 245.
Aquila, 19, 93, 132, 269.

Arabia, St. Paul's retirement to, 56
Churches in Arabia which had no

presbyters, 186.

Archangels, ill, 280.

Archontics, 239.
Aristotle, met a Jew in Asia, 7a

on colour, 268.

on habits of swine, 287.
on nature of happiness, 258.
on short-sight, 259.
on value of external goods, 257.

845
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Ark of Noah, 164,

Article, use of, in i and 2 Peter, 4, 225.

omitted with single nouns that

may be regarded almost as

proper names, Kipios, 124

;

ypa<p^f 126.

with noun coupled with another
noun in attribution, ayiaafibs

Hveifmros, 92 ; \6yos Qeov, 123 ;

\6yia Geou, 174.
with noun and adjective, &yiov

IXveO/ia, III ; voikLXtj x'^P'-h I74»
dpxcuos Kdafios, 225.

Ascension, its significance to St. Peter
and to St. Paul, 55, 91.

Asceticism among Gnostics, 239.
Asia, 60, 68, 73.

Jews in Asia Minor, 70.

Christians in Asia Minor, 72, 74.
St. Paul forbidden to preach in, 73.
Antinomians in, 245.

Assumptiau of Moses, 120, 217, 222,

282, 285, 306, 310, 311, 331, 337,
339.

Atonement, connected with Blood of

Christ, 93.
with sinlessness of Christ and
Lamb, 119.

with ideas of Ransom and Buying,
118, 234.

of Sin-offering and Example, 145,

147, 159.
Authority, conception of, in Pauline
and Petrine Epistles, 42.

Authorities, Angels of, 166.

Auxiliaries, use of, in vulgar Greek,

187, 263.
Avarice charged against Gnostics and

Montanists, 273.
Azazel, 275.

Babes, in Peter, Paul, and Hebrews,
42, 125, 127.

Babylon, 22, 75, 197.
Balaam, type of covetousness, 283.

of uncleanness, 332.
Baptism, in Pastoral Epp., 21.

in I Peter, 41, 49.
Apostles did not baptize, 65.
of proselytes, 71.

regeneration in, 99.
different figures for, 164.

in 2 Peter, 234.
repentance after, 260.

Barnabas, 57 sqq., 65, 80.

Epistle of, quotes St. Matthew's
Gospel as Scripture, 241.

Basilides, pupil of Glaucias the inter

preter of Peter, 5, 12.

Baucalis, church of, at Alexandria, 83.
Baur, 34, 246.
Bede, 6.

Benediction of God, 16, 96.
Bereshith Rabba, 163, 276.
Bernice, 168.

Bishop, as description and as title, 21,

49, ISO, 185.

bishops of Jerusalem, 319 sq.

Bithynia, 68, 73.
Blindness, cure of, by vicarious suffer-

ing, 133.
Blood of Christ, 93, 119.

Blood-soul, the, 94.
Body, the One, figure not used by

Peter, 18, 20.

Boycotting, against the Roman law,

27, 137.
Brethren of Lord, known at Corinth,

60.

older than our Lord, 315, 317.
Bristol, in Fox's time like Corinth,

46.

Brotherhood, 49.
Butler, Bishop, 37, 254, 258.
Buying, idea of, in doctrine of Atone-
ment, 118, 234, 272.

Caesar, a human institution, 139.
Caesarea, prophets at, 44.

St Peter at, 55.
Cain, type of murderer not of sceptic,

222, 232.
Cairo, Old, 75.
Calling, 90, 114, 234, 253, 261.
Canon, of N.T., 302.

Canon Law, 55, 61.

Canonic, as title of Epistles, a.

Cappadocia, 6^»

Carlstadt, 315.
Carpocrates, 239,

nature of his doctrine, 312,
Casuistry, not found in N.T., 142.

Catechism, 127.

Catholic Epistles, not addressed to

church at large, 2, 238, 321.

their treatment in the Muratori-
anunty 14.

and in the Peshito, 245.
Cephas, meaning of the name, 54, 89.
Chiliasm, 214, 295.
Christian vocabulary, 3.

origin, form and date of the name,

35. 49, 179.
Christology, 35, 109, 158, 235.
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Church, word not used in Peter, 3.

nor in its technical sense in

Hebrews, 48.

Chrysis, 267.
Cicero, 137, 144.
Circumcision, dispute concerning, 41,

57.

Cities of Plain, 221, 276, 329.
Collection, the great, 61.

Collections of Epistles, 240.
Commandment, used in the singular

for the whole moral law, 287.

Compromise made by Council of Jeru-
salem, 63.

Conduct, good, 38.

Conscience, 144.

Conservatism of St Peter, 41, 49.
Constantino, Novatians and Mon-

tanists in reign of, 185.

Contuiuity, 37, 42, 153.
Conversion of St. Paul, 53.

character of sudden conversions,

.46.
Conviction, its relation to faith, 39,
Corinth, prophecy at, 45.

probably visited by St. Peter, 59.
parties at, 61, 64.

Corrupt text of 2 Peter, 21 1.

Court, the Imperial, 84.

Crimean Inscriptions, 70.

Criminal, not sharply distinguished

from immoral in Roman law, 140.

Criticism, method of ancient, 245.
Crown, 189.

Ctesiphon, Jews at, 75.
Cyprus, 81.

Day of the Lord, 295 sq.

Rabbinic opinions as to its dura-

tion, 213.

of Judgment, 209, 278, 295, 296.

of Christ, 296.

of Visitation, 138.

great Day, 329.
of Eternity, 304^

Deacon, not mentioned by Peter, 49.
Dead Sea, 277.
Decree of Jerusalem, first monument

of Canon Law, 55.

St. Paul's attitude towards it,

61.

a compromise, 63.

probably mark of the Petrine party

at Corinth, 64, 66.

Deliverance, 102.

Deluge, a type of Baptism, 164.

an instance of judgment, 176.

Deluge, does Peter mean that the whole
universe was destroyed ? 293 sq.

Demand, the Baptismal, 165.

Demiurge, the Gnostic, 239.
Demons, delight in blood, 94.
Demoniacal possession, 51.

Deposits, sacredness of, 182.

Descensus ad Inferos^ 10, II, 13, 163,
170.

Devil, author of persecution, 192.

dispute with Michael, 217, 331.
his sin, 329.
worship of devils, 137.

Diaspora, 67 sqq.

Dickens, Charles, falls occasionally into

blank verse, 228.

Different types of Christianity, 50.

Disciplinarianism, viii, 37, 48, 74, 234,
and passim.

Divine Right of kings, idea not to be
found in Peter, 139 sq.

Divorce, how treated by St. Peter and
by St. Paul, 43.

Docetism, 243.
Doxology, Hebrew type of, 96.

Christian types, 175, 195, 304,

343-
Dualism of Epiphanes, 312.

constant trait of Gnosticism, 239.
Dudael, 275.

Ebionites, 245.
Ecstasy, the form of prophecy, 46, 51.

Egypt, Babylon in, 75.
tomb of St. Mark, 83.

Barnabas in, 83.

Jude thought to have been written

in, 243.
Elder, see Presbyter.

Election, 90, 234, 261.

Element, 293, 296.

Eli, Eli, the cry from the Cross, 243.
Elkesaites, 245.
Empedocles, 94.
End, 102, 172, 235 ; see Advent,

Eschatology, Revelation, Signs.

Enoch, the Book of. III, 163, 166,

294, 299. 309.
Enthusiasm, 46.

Epicharmus, 19 1,

Epictetus, 136, 177,
Epiphanes, 312.

Epistles, collections of, 241, 301.

Eschatology, favourite theme of pro«

phecy, 47.
Etacism, 180.
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Eternity, dajr of, 304.
of creation, 240, 292.

Eucharist, 49, 95.
Eupolemus of Alexandria, 16.

Evangelicalism of St. Peter, 39, 40.

Exaltation of Christ, 121.

Expectancy, characteristic trait of St.

Peter, 39, 55, 100.

Exultation in the midst of suffering,

102 sqq.

in the Revelation, 176.

Ezekiel of Alexandria, 227.

Faith, Pauline and Petrine view of, 38.

in I Peter, loi, 193.
in 2 Peter, 234, 257.
in Jude, 325.

Father, God and Father of Jesus Christ,

36,96.
our Father, 116.

St. Peter probably a father, 54, 243.
See also 235, 266.

Fatherly jurisdiction of Roman magis-
trates, X40.

temper of St. Peter, 6.

Fear, a disciplinarian idea, 37,
of God, 117, 142, 234.

Fire, destruction of the world by, 214.

Flesh, hardly bears an ethical sense in

I Peter, 40.

ethical sense of the word derived
from the Stoics, 136.

Foreknowledge, 91, 120, 133.
Forgery, beginning and end of I Peter

supposed to be a, 79.
difficulty of, 233.
Pauline Epistles forged, 240.
ancient forgeries, 242.

Petrine forgeries, 243,
possibly suggested by 2 Pet i.

15, 215, 265.
Fox, George, 37, 46, 286.

Freedom, differently understood by
St. Paul, St. Peter, the author of

Hebrews, and the Antinomians, 42,

74, 141, 286.

Gabriel, the archangel, 112, 280.
Galatia, 68.

Galilaean dialect of St. Peter, 5.

Galilee, not under the jurisdiction of
the Sanhedrin, 25.

Garland, 178, 189.

Gentile churches, 62, 72.

admission of the Gentiles into the
Church differently regarded by St.

Peter and St, Paul, 42, 91, loi.

Ghost, denotes personality, 4a
the Holy G., 109, 152, 235.
ghost of man, 40, 161.

Glaucias, said to have been employed
as interpreter by Peter, 5, 12.

Glaucus, son of Epicydes, 182.

Glory, the Spirit of, 39, 177.

Revelation of, 176, 187.

of the Transfiguration, 254, 266.

a paraphrase for God, 266.

glory and suffering, loi, 177.
Gnostics, in Hayti, vi.

belonged to the half - educated
middle class, 339.

rejected Fear as a motive, 117.

Gnostic controversy strengthened
the hierarchy, 233.

sects of, 239.
tampered with Scripture, 242.

Goodness of God, 115.
Gorgippia, 70.

Gospel, relation of I Peter to the
Gospels, 23, 49, 187.

of 2 Peter, 230.

essence of the, loi.

preached to the dead, 162, lya
St. Paul's knowledge of, 53.
of St. Mark, 82, 206, 213.
of St. Matthew quoted as Scrip-

ture in Barnabas, 241.

date of St. Luke's, 98.

of Hebrews, 243.
of Peter, 243, 248.

Grace, different conceptions of, 37, 39.
not same as Light, 42.

use of the word, 143.

Greek, vulgar, vi, 3, 105, 108, and
notes passim.

poets quoted in N.T., 141, 227.

Growth of Christian excellence, 257.

Harmonising, danger of, 34.

Harrowing of Hell, see Descensus ad
Inferos.

Hayti, Gnosticism in, vi.

Heavens, the seven, 292.

Hebraisms, 3, 1 12, 1 13, 168, 223, 338.
Heresy, 271.

Hermas, nature and tests of prophecy
in, 44, 47.

Hierarchy, strengthened by Gnostic

controversy, 233.
the angelic, 166, 279.

Hippolytus, Canons of, 282.

Hiram of Tyre, 16,

Holiness, Ritschl's view of, 115.

imparted by the Spirit, 92,
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Holy, epithet of Ghost, iii.

of Christians, 43, 217, 311.

of prophets, 270.

Homer, author of Apocalypse of Peter

acquainted with, 207.

Homerism, 228, 283.

Hope, importance of, in i Peter, 39,
ICX3.

not in 2 Peter, 235.
Horace, 137.
Hospitality, 173.

Humility, a beautiful robe, 191,

Iambic rhythm in 2 Peter, 227.

Idolatry amongst Jews, 169.

Ignatius, a prophet, 47, 50*
Ignorance, 24, 114.

how cured, 133.
Immanence, a mystic idea, 37, 39, 41.

Imputation, doctrine of, not in Peter,

41.

Incarnation, Ruprecht's view of the,

93.
Inheritance, 100.

Inherited sin, 41, 234.
Inner Light, 37 ; see Grace, Freedom,

Prophecy.
Inns, little used in apostolic times,

173.
Interpolation, 216.

Interpreter, office of the, 5.

St. Peter used an, 5.

possibly more than one, 199, 247.
josephus used Greek scholars to

correct his style, 6.

prophecy needs an, 269.
Intoxication of false prophecy, 112.

Irving, 240.

James, St., 52, 58, 62, 65, 317.
Epistle of, 23, 104, 125, 173, 301.

Jerusalem, destruction of, 76, 314.
bishops of, 319.

Jews, lax morality of, 168.

idolatry not unknown amongst,
169.

Joppa, some suppose i Peter to have
been written from, 75.

Josephus used interpreters, 6.

quoted book of Adam, 215.

on destruction of the Five Cities,

277.
Jubilees, Book of, 117, 166.

Judaisers, 58, 246.

Judgment, day of, 209, 235, 278, 295,
296.

Juvenal, 137.

King, used of Caesar in the East, 139.
Kingdom of God, 23.

of Christ, 262.

Kiss, 197.

Knowledge, in St. Paul a mystic
phrase, 46, 47.

not so in Peter, 154, 258, 303.

Lamb, 119.

Last time, 102 ; see Day, End, Perse-
cution.

Laud, William, a disciplinarian, 37.
Law, William, 53.
Law, Pauline and Petrine views of

the, 41.

dispute about the, 60.

doctrine of Epiphanes, 31a; see
Freedom.

Legion, my name is, 51.
Leptogenesis, 2IO.

Letter, not contrasted with spirit by
Peter, 40.

Light, the inner, 37.
grace not light, 42.

Livia, the columbarium of, 83.

Lord, use of the title in the N.T., 97.
in I Peter 124, 127, 158.
in 2 Peter, 236.
in Jude, 327, 328, 340.
Lord's Prayer, 117, 298.

Luke, date of his Gospel, 98.

Macrinus, the Emperor, his ofnnion of

rescripts, 32.

Maran, Mari, 97.
Marcion taught that the Patriarchs were

not saved, 13.

Mark, 63, 74, 80 ; see GospeL
Marriage, 17, 43, jy,
Menander, 141, 227.
Mercy, 99, 340.
Milk, the food of babes, 43, 125.
Millennium, 240 ; see Chiliasm.
Miltiades, 51.

Mission, the Pontic, 69, 74.
the Antiochene, 44.

Mockers, the, in 2 Peter, 216, 223,
291, 292.

Monnica, 151, 153.
Most High God, of Christ, 9.

in Crimean Inscriptions, 7a
Munzer, 315.
Muratorianum, 14.

Mystical names for places, 76.
Mysticism, viii, 37.
Myth, different senses of the word,

265.
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Name, Christians persecuted for the, 29.

above every name, 99.
of Christ, 176.

Nazoraean, a Jewish nickname, 35, I79»

271.

Nebuchadnezzar, 76.

Neoplatonism, 138, 160.

Nero, persecution of, 28.

Noah, 10, 13, 229, 276.

Obedience, 39, 92, 113.

Ocellus Lucanus taught eternity of

creation probably before time of
Peter, 240.

Optative mood, 157, 159.
Oracles, the Sibylline, 76, 205, 214,

242, 297.
or X67ta in the sense of "Scrip-

ture," 174.

Order of books in the N.T., 2.

Oswald, King, helped Aidan as inter-

preter, 6.

Our God, 221, 251.

Pamphylia, 69, 73. ^

Participle, coupled with verb requiring

different construction, 105, 138.

Paschal Lamb, 1 19.

Paul, his education, conversion, visions,

52, S3.
in Arabia, 56.

his first visit to Jerusalem, 56.

the second, 57 ; the third, 58.

meeting with Peter at Antioch, 62.

when recognised as Apostle ? 64.

extent of his labours in Asia, 73.
Paul and Mark, 81 ; and Sil-

vanus, 85.

his persecutions, 25.

his encouragement of prophecy, 45.
his difference from Peter not dog-

matic, 35 ; but practical, 37.
mentioned in 2 Peter, 241, 299.

Pauline Epistles, forged in the Apostle's

own Hfetime, 240 ; regarded as

Scripture, 241 ; collected, 241.
words in Jude, 311.

Payment of clergy, 188.

of prophets, 51, 274.
Perpetua, 47, 146.

Persecution in N.T., 25.

Nero's, 28.

Trajan's, 30.

caused by the devil, 192.
Peshito, 13, 245.
Peter probably used an interpreter, 5.

possibly more than one, 199, 247.

Peter, personal traits in his style, 6.

especially repetition of words, 225.
his life, name, character, training,

54.

agreed with St. Paul in dogma,

35, 67.

differed from him as disciplinarian

from mystic, 37.
more evangelical than St. Paul,

23. 39, 49.
does not speculate, 41, 262, 293.
does not speak of Christian pro-

phecy, 43.
personal relations with St. Paul, 54.

at Antioch, 59.

probably visited Corinth, 59, 62,

86.

possibly Galatia, 86.

at Rome, 76, 80, %^,

did not baptize with his own hands,

65.

his wife, 77 ; wife and daughter,

243.
his personal appearance, 243.
relations with Mark and Silvanus,

80, 84.

death, 85.

Petrine party at Corinth, 64.
Pharisaic mystics, 52, 322.

Philo of Alexandria, 94, 127, 128, 240.

Phoenix described by Ezekiel, 227.

Phrases as marks of date, 21 1,

Pilgrimage, 6, 90.

Planets, 307, 31 1.

Pliny, despatch of, to Trajan, 29.

Plotinus, 149, 160.

Plutarch, 136.

Polycarp, how he became a prophet, 50.

Pontus, dZ.

Portraits of Christ, 243.
verbal portraits of Peter and of

Paul, 243.
Possession, of heathen prophecy, 51.

Post-apostolic prophecy, 51 ; see also

Hermas.
Predestination, 133.

Pre-existence of Christ, 109, 120.

Presbyter, 49.

in N.T. generally, 183.

in synagogue, 184.

exercised spiritual functions, 185,

187.

not necessarily a collegiate office,

189.

age only in a limited sense a
qualification, 190.

how related to bishops, 1 50, 185.
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Priesthood, sacrificial, of the brother-

hood, 134.

Prophet, in Gospels, 43.
in Acts, 44.
form and themes of prophecy, 45,

50-

not to be confounded with teacher,

47.
tests of false prophets, $1.

his place in the Church, 184.

Proselytes, 71.

Proverbs, 228, 287.

Rabbi, meaning of the title, 97.

doctrines of the Rabbis, 94, 163,

206, 213, 215, 293, 297, 298.

scorn-names used by the Rabbis,

283.

Race, Christians a third, 134.

Ransom, 118, 120.

Raphael, the archangel, 112, 280.

Redemption, 118, 120.

Regeneration, 21, 99, 122.

in the Taurobolium and in Isis-

worship, 99.

Repentance after Baptism, 260.

Repetition of words in i and 2 Peter,

225.
Republican tendency of Peter, 139.

Rescripts, effect of, 32.

Resurrection, doctrine of the, 47, 121,

181, 240, 301.

Revelation, the form of prophecy, 46,

58.
of Glory, 176, 187.

of Jesus Christ, 112.

related to study and discovery,

108.

Revels, nature of conversation at, 168.

Rhythm, iambic, in 2 Peter, 227.

Righteousness of God, 115, 250, 252.

of man, 41, 157, 181, 276.

Ritschl, Albrecht, 34, 115.

Rome, meant by Babylon, 76.

St. Peter in, 80, 87.

Apocalypse of Peter probably

written in, 209.

Sabellianism, 35, 99.

Sacrifice of Christ, 95, 145, 147, 159.

of the Church, 129.

Saints, 43> 325-
Salvation, see Deliverance.

Sanctification, 92.

Sanhedrin, its constitution and juris-

diction, 25, 184.

St. Paul not a member of the, 52.

Sarah, 229.
Saviour, 236, 251, 344.
Scillitan martyrs, 33, 24I.
Scripture, pattern for Christian con-

versation, 43, 174.

degrees of inspiration in, 241.
needs an interpreter, 270.

Severians, 239.
'*

Shepherd, of Christ, 43, 149.
of Christian pastor, 43, 187.

Signs of the End, 172.

St. Peter not interested in, 295.
Silas, Sili, Silvanus, 84.

Silo, the agricultural term, 274.
Simon Magus, 51, 66.

Sin, inherited, 41.

Sinlessness of Christ, 119.

Sin-offering, 145, 147, 159.
Slave of Christ, 249.
Socinianism, 160.

Son of Man, 23.

Soul, 40, 311.
Spirit, 40 ; see Ghost
Sprinkling, 92.

Stars, 223, 297, 328, 335.
Stoics, 38, 52, 136, 257.
Stratonicean Inscription, 257,
Suetonius, 137.
Suffering and glory the essence of the

gospel, no.
of Christ, 95, 160.

value of the believer's sufferings

for himself, 167.

for others, 138, 177.

a sign that the last time has begun,
181.

work of the devil, 192.

Superlative, use of the, 255, 34a

Tacitus, 137.
Talitha cumi, 89.
Tarsus, 52, 57, 67.
Taurobolium, 99.
Teacher, not to be identified with

prophet, 47.
Temptation, 40, 103, 278.
Ten words of creation, 293,
Theodotion, 19, 93, 132.

Third race, the Christians a, 134.
Thymele, 83.
Trajan, his correspondence with Pliny,

29.

Transcendence of God, a leading

disciplinarian idea, 37, 41.

Transfiguration, 231.
Trinity, the Holy, 91, 235.
Tubingen School, 34, 246.
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Type, 164.

Tyre, prophets at, 44.

Vatinius, 137.
Vaudoux, vi.

Vengeance, when a duty, 140.
Ves|>asian, 76.

Vii^, influence of, on the author of

toe Apocalypse ofPeter̂ Txyj,

Virtue, 134, 234, 254, 258.
Visitation of God, 138.

Visions of St. Paul, 53.
of St. Peter, 55.
of prophets, 47, 50.

Vulgar Greek, vi, 3, 105, 108

Wesley, John, 42, 286.

Works, good, 38, 32a,

II. Latin Words and PHRASEa

alieni speculator^ 178.

arbiter testamenti^ 331.
benedictusy benedicewiuSf 96.
ehristianusy 137,
coercitioy 3a
cognitioy 31.
€omis5ariy 168.

€onscientia, 144.
(Otttumactay 30.

eonuersatioy ii6w

tUltUSy 152.

deplanoy 14a
decury 83.

dies iraey 215.

effitndi m, 332,
eUmmtumy 297.
familiay famuliy 143,

Jlagitiay 29, 31, 137.
kereditasy loa
kistrioy 178.

hocnominey i8a
honestuSy 136.

imUx damnatur cum nocens absoluitur,

i6a

lenoy 178.

magnaliay 135.
w/a«« tentanSy 260,

tnathematicusy 178,
mediaey 200.

munduSy 152.

nomen ipsum, 29 sq.

occultuSy 51.

omatuSy 152.

patrimoniu^ 1 00.

ponentesfactem deorsum^ 51
praestolantesy 307.
renatuSy 99.
rftx, 140.

jof^r, sanctusy 122, 134.
salutariSy 50.
jan«, 14.

somniunty 330.
Sullaniei simm., 179b
tauroboliunty 99.
tempestiua conuiuia, iZx
ustioy 12.

III. Greek Words and Phrases.

dXXor/KoerrirxoTof, 177*
d/iapdvriyosy 189.

iL/M/n-lay 41.

d/cy6r, 119.

ipaytppoivy 99.
dm^peiVy 147.

drrfrwroi', 164,
ivtadevy 99.
&Toyiyv€ffdai, 148.

dTroXiJrpwo-tj, 1 1 8.

dperij, dperaf, 135, 254.

fiaffCKeiov, 134.
/Sa<rt\cjJj, 139.

PiQaoUy 167.
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yd\a, 127.

ypQ(ns, 154, 258, 303.
ypdfijia, 40.

Scd, 5, 163, 195, 293.
did^oXoi, 192.
SiaKpivea-dai, 331, 340.
5idvoia, 41.
doKlfiiov, 103.

iyKOfi^ovffOai, 190,
idvos, 134.
e^5(is, construction of, 194.
eh, 100, 196.

iXirlj^eiv, 112, 153.
^i* Xpi<rr^, 159, 198.
ivvoia, 41.

i^ipafia, 288.

ikovala, 17, 21, 166.

iTrepumjfia, 165.

ividvixLa, 41.

iiriKdXvfifjui, 141.

iTifTKOTTos, 49, 150, 188.

^TTtreXeto-^at, 194.
ipavvdp, 107.

e6\o777r6s, 16, 96.
eipedrjvat, 104.

irtefidiv, 14a

tf^/Ats, 169.

0p6poi, 17.

Wtos, 150, 254, 269, 291, 303.
iepeiJs, 134.
rm, 4.

KaipSs, 102, 193.
ica/ffa, 125.

«faff07rot6s, 136, 14a
icaXeti', 114.

/ca\iJ7rretJ», 173.
Kara^okfj, 12a
Kavaoiiievotf 297.
>fX^/Joi, 188.

KXrjpovo/Mla, lOO.

*f6cr/ios, 40, 152, 193, 294.
/cvpia, 77.
KiJpios, 97, 124, 127, 158.

X67ta, 174.

Xo7ffe(r^ot, 195.
X6701' Siddvai, diroSidSvaif 1701
\&rpoVf n8.

«3

fJMKdpiOSf 157.
/jidprvs, 78, 186,
/tij, 105.

Noi*w/)atos, 35.

^evl^eadai, 169, 176.
^iJXoi', 147.

*»'0;tta, 176, 18a
od, 105.

n-apadtS6pai, 146.
TrapaO-fiKnj, 182.

vapaKiJirreiVy ill,

irapeio'ed^Tja'av, 325.
TrapiKffTaais, 5 1.

irapoida, 1 18.

7re:pa<r/i6s, I03,

irep/, 145, 159.
wepL^X^iv, 130,
ir^o-Tis, 38, 122, 193.
TTtoris, 121.

irvevfMa, 40, 92, I09, III, 128, 158.
Toifi-Ziv, 149, 187.

7rpe<T^vT€pos, 182, 190.

irpofiaprijpecrdaif 107.

l>dvTi<riM, .ft6s, 7, 9a.

o-dpf, 40, 136.

©•/fcCos, 154.
<rvv€l8T]<ri$, 144.
ffd^eiVf ffUTTiplaf lot*

raxw7P<^0os» 6'

rplrov yivoSf 134.

^^p, 145, 159.

hrripiTrjs, 80.

C^/zcaros 9e6s, 9, 7a
inroypafifi6s, 145.
inroypa<f>eiiSy 5.

inrokipnrdveiv, 145.

0iXa96X0ia, 123.

<pi\6^€V0Sy 173.

ifnfiouf, 141.

XafpetF, 88.

X(ip«, 39, "3. 143, IS5i 194.
Xdpiffna, 39, 173.

^wXiJ, ^iCC«*s, 40. 107, 149, 339^

cij, 4, 141, 154, 174, 176.





gftje %nUxnKtionnl ©rltiral &om\nzntixx'Q.

"A decided advance on all other commentaries^— The Outlook.

DEUTERONOMY.
By the Rev. S. R. DRIVER, D.D., D.Litt.,

Regius Professor of Hebrew, and Canon of Christ Church, Oxford

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

"No one could be better qualified than Professor Driver to write a critical

and exegetical commentary on Deuteronomy. His previous works are author-

ities in all the departments involved; the grammar and lexicon of the Hebrew
language, the lower and higher criticism, as well as exegesis and Biblical the-

ology; . . . the interpretation in this commentary is careful and sober in the

main. A wealth of historical, geographical, and philological information illus-

trates and elucidates both the narrative and the discourses. Valuable, though

concise, excursuses are often given." — The Congregationalist.

" It is a pleasure to see at last a really critical Old Testament commentary

in English upon a portion of the Pentateuch, and especially one of such merit.

This I find superior to any other Commentary in any language upon Deuter-

onomy."— Professor E. L. Curtis, of Yale University.

" This volume of Professor Driver's is marked by his well-known care and

accuracy, and it will be a great boon to every one who wishes to acquire a

thorough knowledge, either of the Hebrew language, or of the contents of the

Book of Deuteronomy, and their significance for the development of Old Tes-

tament thought. The author finds scope for displaying his well-known wide

and accurate knowledge, and delicate appreciation of the genius of the

Hebrew language, and his readers are supplied with many carefully con-

structed lists of words and expressions. He is at his best in the detailed

examination of the text."

—

London Athenaum.

** It must be said that this work is bound to take rank among the best com-

mentaries in any language on the important book with which it G::als. On
every page there is abundant evidence of a scholarly knowledge o. the litera-

ture, and of the most painstaking care to make the book useful to thorough

students."— The Lutheran Churchman.

** The deep and difficult questions raised by Deuteronomy are, in every in-

stance, considered with care, insight, and critical acumen. The student who
wishes for solid information, or a knowledge of method and temper of the

new criticism, will find advantage in consultine the pages of Dr. Driver." -«

ZioH's Herald.



^*lVe believe this series to be of epoch-making importance!'

— The N. Y. EvANGEUST.

JUDGES.
By Dr. QEORQE FOOT MOORE, D.D.,

,
Professor of Theology, Harvard University,

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

** The typographical execution of this handsome volume is worthy of the

scholarly character of the contents, and higher praise could not be given it."

— Professor C. H. Toy, ofHarvard University.

" This work represents the latest results of ' Scientific Biblical Scholarship,*

and as such has the greatest value for the purely critical student, especially on

the side of textual and literary criticism."— TAe Church Standard.

" Professor Moore has more than sustained his scholarly reputation in this

work, which gives us for the first time in English a commentary on Judges not

excelled, if indeed equalled, in any language of the world." — Professor

L. W. Batten, ofP, E. Divinity School, Philadelphia.

" Although a critical commentary, this work has i^s practical uses, and by

its divisions, headlines, etc., it is admirably adapted to the wants of all

thoughtful students of the Scriptures. Indeed, with the other books of the

series, it is sure to find its way into the hands of pastors and scholarly lay-

men."— Portland Zion's Herald.

*' Like its predecessors, this volume will be warmly welcomed— whilst to

those whose means of securing up-to-date information on the subject of which

it treats are limited, it is simply invaluable."— Edinburgh Scotsman.

" The work is done in an atmosphere of scholarly interest and indifference

to dogmatism and controversy, which is at least refreshing. ... It is a noble

introduction to the moral forces, ideas, and influences that controlled th«»

period of the Judges, and a model of M-hat a historical commentary, with a

practical end in view should be."— The Independent.

" The work is marked by a clear and forcible style, by scholarly research, by

critical acumen, by extensive reading, and by evident familiarity with the

Hebrew. Many of the comments and suggestions are valuable, while the

index at the close is serviceable and satisfactory."— xhiladelphia Presbyterian.

** This volume sustains the reputation of the series for accurate and wide

scholarship given in clear and strong English, . . . the scholarly reader will

find delight in the perusal Ql thic arTmirable commentary."— Zion's Herald.
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** Richly heli>ful to scholars and ministers."—Thk Presbyterian Bannbb.

The Books of Samuel
BY

REV. HENRY PRESERVED SMITH, D.D.,

Prqfesf*'^ qf BibUeai History and InUrpretatitm its Amhtrst ColUgt.

Crown 8vo» Net $3.00.

••Proiessor Smith's Commentary will for some time be the standard

work on Samuel, and we heartily congratulate him on scholarly work s^

faithhilly accomplished."

—

The Athenceum.

*' It is both critical and exegetical, and deals with original Hebrew and

Greek. It shows painstaking diligence and considerable research."— 7>l/

Presbyterian.

" The style is clear and forcible and sustains the well-won reputation of

the distinguished author for scholarship and candor. All thoughtful stu-

dents of the Scriptures will find the work helpful, not only on account of its

specific treatment of the Books of Samuel, on which it is based, but because

of the light it throws on and the aid it gives in the general interpretation of

the Scriptures as modified by present-day criticism."

—

TAe Philadelphia

Press.

**The literary quality of the book deserves mention. We do not usually

go to commentaries for models of English style. But this book has a dis-

tinct, though unobtrusive, literary flavor. It is delightful reading. The
translation is always felicitous, and often renders further comment need-

less."— The Evangelist.

"The treatment is critical, and at the same time expository. Conserva-

tive students may find much in this volume with which they cannot agree,

but no one wishing to know the most recent conclusions concerning this

part of sacred history can afford to be without it."

—

Philadelphia Presby-

terian Journal.

*'The author exhibits precisely that scholarly attitude which will com-

mend his work to the widest audience."

—

The Churchman,

"The commentary is the most complete and minute hitherto published

by an English-speaking scholar."

—

Literature.

"The volumes of Driver and Moore set a high standard for the Old
Testament writers ; but I think Professor Smith's work has reached the

same high level. It is scholarly and critical, and yet it is written in a spirit

of reverent devotion, a worthy treatment of the sacred text."—PilOF* !#. W,
Batten, of P. £. Divinity School, Philadelphia.
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A deiided advance on all other commentaries**—^The OUTLOOK.

PROVERBS
By the Rev. CRAWFORD H. TOY, D.D., LUD.

Professor of Hebrew in Harvard University.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

•• In careful scholarship this volume leaves nothing to be desired. Its In-

terpretation is free from theological prejudice. It will be indispensable to

the careful student, whether lay or clerical."

—

The Outlook.

'•Professor Toy's 'Commentary' will for many years to come remain a
handbook for both teachers and learners, and its details will be studied with

critical care and general appreciation."

—

The Athenceum.

•• The commentary itself is a most thorough treatment of each verse in

detail, in which the light of the fullest scholarship is thrown upon the mean-
ing. The learning displayed throughout the work is enormous. Here is a
commentary at last that does not skip the hard places, but grapples with

every problem and point, and says the best that can be said."

—

Presbyterian

Banner

" Professor Toy's commentary on Proverbs maintains the highest standard

of the International Critical Commentaries. We can give no higher praise.

Proverbs presents comparatively few problems in criticism, but offers large

opportunities to the expositor and exegete. Professor Toy's work is

thorough and complete."

—

The Congregationalist.

"This addition to 'The International Critical Commentary' has the same
characteristics of thoroughness and painstaking scholarship as the preceding

issues of the series. In the critical treatment of the text, in noting the

various readings and the force of the words in the original Hebrew, it leaves

nothing to be desired."

—

The Christian Intelligencer,

"A first-class, up-to-date, critical and exegetical commentary on the Book
of Proverbs in the English language was one of the crying needs of Biblical

scholarship. Accordingly, we may not be yielding to the latest addition to

the International Critical Series the tribute it deserves, when we say that it

at once takes the first place in its class That place it undoubtedly deserves,

however, and would have secured even against much more formidable com-
petitors than it happens to have. It is altogether a well-arranged, lucid

exposition of this unique book in the Bible, based on a careful study of the

text and the linguistic and historical background of every part of it."

—

The
Interior.

"While this commentary is called 'critical* and is such, it is not one in

which the apparatus is spread out in detail ; it is one which any mtelli-

gent English reader can readily use and thoroughly understand "

—

Tk^
Evangelist,
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" IVi^ deem it as needfulfor the studious pastor to possess himselj

0f these volumes as to obtain the best dictionary and encyclopedia:'—The Congregationalist.

ST. MARK.
6y the Rev. E. P. GOULD, D.D.,

Lat$ Profissor of New Testament Exegesis^ P, E. Divinity School^ PMUuU2pkitu

Crown 8vo. Net, $2.50.

*• ill point of scholarship, of accuracy, of originality, this last addition to tu,

;

series is worthy of its predecessors, while for terseness and keenness of exegesis

.

vve should put it first of them all."— The Congregationalist.

"The whole make-up is that of a thoroughly helpful, instructive critical

etudy of the Word, surpassing anything of the kind ever attempted in th.-

English language, and to students and clergymen knowing the proper use qa

a commentary it will prove an invaluable aid."— The Lutheran Quarterly.

" Professor Gould has done his work well and thoroughly. . . . The com
mentary is an admirable example of the critical method at its best. . . . Th'i

Word study . . . shows not only familiarity with all the literature of the sub
ject, but patient, faithful, and independent investigation. ... It will ranV.

among the best, as it is the latest commentary on this basal Gospel."— Th^
Christian Intelligencer.

" It will give the student the vigorously expressed thought of a very thought
ful scholar."— The Church Standard.

" Dr. Gould's commentary on Mark is a large success, . . . and a credit tc

American scholarship. . . . He has undoubtedly given us a commentary on
Mark which surpasses all others, a thing we have reason to expect will be true

in the case of every volume of the series to which it belongs."— The Biblical

World.

"The volume is characterized by extensive learning, patient attention to

details and a fair degree of caution."— Bibliotheca Sacra.

" The exegetical portion of the book is simple in arrangement, admirable
in form and condensed in statement. . . . Dr. Gould does not slavishly follow

any authority, but expresses his own opinions in language both concise and
clear."— The Chicago Standard,

" In clear, forcible and elegant language the author furnishes the results of

the best investigations on the second Gospel, both early and late. He treats

these various subjects with the hand of a master."— Boston Zion^s Herald.

" The author gives abundant evidence of thorough acquaintance with the
facts and history in the case. . . . His treatment of them is always fresh and
5cb»Wly, and oftentimes helpful."— The New York Observer.



**// is hardly necessary to say that this series will stand first

among all English serial commentaries on the Bible^
— The Biblical World.

ST. LUKE.
By the Rev. ALFRED PLUflflER, D.D.,

Master of University College, Durham. Formerly Fellow and Senior Tutor of

Trinity College, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

In the author's Critical Introduction to the Commentary is contained a full

"Oreatment of a large number of important topics connected with the study of

jhe Gospel, among which are the following : The Author of the Book— The
Sources of the Gospel— Object and Plan of the Gospel— Characteristics,

Style and Language— The Integrity of the Gospel— The Text— Literary

History.

FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

If this Commentary has any special features, they will perhaps be found in

ihe illustrations from Jewish writings, in the abundance of references to the

Septuagint, and to the Acts and other books of the New Testament, in the

frequent quotations of renderings in the Latin versions, and in the attention

which has been paid, both in the Introduction and throughout the Notes, to

the marks of St. Luke's style.

"It is distinguished throughout by learning, sobriety of judgment, and
sound exegesis. It is a weighty contribution to the interpretation of the

Third Gospel, and will take an honorable place in the series of which it forms
« part."— Prof. D. D. Salmond, in the Critical Review.

" We are pleased with the thoroughness and scientific accuracy of the inter-

pretations. ... It seems to us that the prevailing characteristic of the book
is common sense, fortified by learning and piety."— T/te Herald and Presbyter,

"An important work, which no student of the Word of God can safely

;ieglect."— The Church Standard.
"The author has both the scholar's knowledge and the scholar's spirit

/lecessary for the preparation of such a commentary. . . . We know of

aothing on the Third Gospel which more thoroughly meets the wants of the
Biblical scholar."— The Outlook.

" The author is not only a profound scholar, but a chastened and reverent

Christian, who undertakes to interpret a Gospel of Christ, so as to show
Z^hrist in his grandeur and loveliness of character."— The Southern Church-
man.
" It is a valuable and welcome addition to our somewhat scanty stock of

first-class commentaries on the Third Gospel. By its scholarly thoroughness
it well sustains the reputation which the International Series has already

won."— Prof. J. H. Thayer, of Harvard University.

This volume having been so recently published^ further notices are not yei

•vailabie.



" I^or the student this new commentary promises to be indispen-

sable:'— The Methodist Recorder.

ROMANS.
3y the Rev. WILLIAM SANDAY. D.D.. LL.D.,

I*3uiy Margaret Professor of Divinity, and Canon of Christ Ciiurch, Oxlord.

AND THE

Rev. A. C. HEADLAM, M.A., D.D.,

Principal of King's College, London.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

** From my knowledge of Dr. Sanday, and from a brief examination of the

book, I am led to believe that it is our best critical handbook to the Epistle.

It combines great learning with practical and suggestive interpretation."—
Professor George B. Stevens, of Yale Universiiy.

" Professor Sanday is excellent in scholarship, and of unsurpassed candor.

The introduction and detached notes are highly interesting and instructive.

This commentary cannot fail to render the most valuable assistance to all

earnest students. The volume augurs well for the series of which it is a mem-
ber."— Professor George P. Fisher, of Yale University.

" The scholarship and spirit of Dr. Sanday give assurance of an interpreta-

tion of the Epistle to the Romans which will be both scholarly and spiritual."

— Dr. Lyman Abbott.
" The work of the authors has been carefully done, and will prove an

acceptable addition to the literature of the great Epistle. The exegesis is

acute and learned . . . The authors show much familiarity with the work
of their predecessors, and write with calmness and lucidity."— New York
Observer.

" We are confident that this commentary will find a place in every thought-

ful minister's library. One may not be able to agree with the authors at some
points,— and this is true of all commentaries,— but the^ have given us a work
which cannot but prove valuable to the critical study of Paul's masterly epis-

tle."— Zion's Advocate.
" We do not hesitate to commend this as the best commentary on Romans

yet written in English. It will do much to popularize this admirable and
much needed series, by showing that it is possible to be critical and scholarly

and at the same time devout and spiritual, and intelligible to plain Bible

readers."— The Church Standard.
"A commentary with a very distinct character and purpose of its own,

which brings to students and ministers an aid which they cannot obtain else-

where. . . . There is probably no other commentary in which criticism has
been employed so successfully and impartially to bring out the author's

thought."— N. Y. Independent.
" We have nothing but heartiest praise for the weightier matters of the

commentary. It is not only critical, but exegetical, expository, doctrinal,

practical, and eminently spiritual. The positive conclusions of the books are

very numerous and are stoutly, gloriously evangelical. . . . The commentary
does not fail to speak with the utmo&t cevereace of the whole word of God."
The Congregationalisi
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**T/iis admirable series''—The London Academy.

EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS.

By the Rev. T. K. ABBOTT, B.D., D. Litt.

Formerly Professor of Biblical Greek, now of Hebrew, Trinity Colkge^
Dublin.

Crown 8vo. Net, $2.50.

" The latest volume of this admirable series is informed with the very
best spirit in which such work can be carried out—a spirit of absolute

fidelity to the demonstrable truths of critical science. . . . This summary
of the results of modern criticism applied to these two Pauline letters is,

for the use of scholarly students, not likely to be superseded."

—

The Lon-
don Academy.

'• An able and independent piece of exegesis, and one that none of us can

afford to be without. It is the work of a man who has made himself mas-
ter of his theme. His linguistic ability is manifest. His style is usually

clear. His exegetical perceptions are keen, and we are especially grateful

for his strong defence of the integrity and apostolicity of these two great

monuments of Pauline teaching."

—

The Expositor.

"It displays every mark of conscientious judgment, wide reading, and
grammatical insight. "

—

Literature.

" In discrimination, learning, and candor, it is the peer of the other vol.

umes of the series. The elaborate introductions are of special value."—
Professor George B. Stevens, of Yale University.

" It is rich in philological material, clearly arranged, and judiciously

handled. The studies of words are uncommonly good. ... In the

balancing of opinions, in the distinguishing between fine shades of mean-
ing, it is both acute and sound."

—

The Church,

•' The exegesis based so solidly on the rock foundation of philology is

argumentatively and convincingly strong. A spiritual and evangelical tenor

pervades the interpretation from first to last. . . . These elements, to-

gether with the author's full-orbed vision of the truth, with his discrimina-

tive judgment and his felicity of expression, make this the peer of any com-
mentary on these important letters."

—

The Standard.

" An exceedingly careful and painstaking piece of work. The introduc-

tory discussions of questions bearing on the authenticity and integrity (of

the epistles) are clear and candid, and the exposition of the text displays a
fine scholarship and insight."

—

N'orthwesiern Christian Advocate.

**The book is from first to last exegetical and critical. Every phrase in

the two Epistles is searched as with lighted candles. The authorities for

variant readings are canvassed but weighed, rather than counted. The mul-
tiform ancient and modern interpretations are investigated with the ex-

haustiveness of a German lecture-room, and the judicial spirit of an English

court-room. Special discussions are numerous and thorough."

—

The Con*

ifregationalist*
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"/ have already expressed my conviction that the Inter-

national Critical Commentary is the best critical commentary-
on the whole Bible, in existence."—Dr. Lyman Abbott.

Philippians and Philemon
BY

REV. MARVIN R. VINCENT, D.D.

Professor of E-'.!'cal Literature in Union Theological Seminary^ New Yovk»

Crown 8vo, Net $a.oo.

•*It IS, in short, in every way worthy of the series."

—

The Scotsman.

•'Professor Vincent's Commentary on Philippians and Philemon appears
to me not less admirable for its literary merit than for its scholarship and its

clear and discriminating discussions of the contents of these Epistles."

—

Dr.
George P. Fisher.

"The book contains many examples of independent and judicial weigh-
ing of evidence. We have been delighted with the portion devoted to Phile-

mon. Unlike most commentaries, this may wisely be read as a whole."

—

The Congregationalist

"Of the merits of the work it is enough to say that it is worthy of its

place in the noble undertaking to which it belongs. It is ful^ of just such
information as the Bible student, lay or clerical, needs ; and while giving an
abundance of the truths of erudition to aid the critical student of the text, it

abounds also in that more popular information which enables the attentive

reader almost to put himself in St. Paul's place, to see with the eyes and feel

with the heart of the Apostle to the Gentiles."

—

Boston Advertiser.

"If it is possible in these days to produce a commentary which will be
free from polemical and ecclesiastical bias, the feat will be accomplished in

the International Critical Commentary. . . . It is evident that the writer

has given an immen3e amount of scholarly research and original thought to

the subject. . . . The author's introduction to the Epistle to Philemon
is an admirable piece of literature, calculated to arouse in the student's mind
an intense interest in the circumstances which produced this short letter from
the inspired Apostle."

—

Commercial Advertiser,

" His discussion of Philemon is marked by sympathy and appreciation,

and his full discussion of the relations of Pauline Christianity to slavery are

interesting, both historically and sociologically."

—

The Dial.

" Throughout the work scholarly research is evident. It commends itself

by its clear elucidation, its keen exegesis which marks the word study on
every page, its compactness of statement and its simplicity of arrnngement.'*—Lutheran World.

*' The scholarship of the author seems to be fully equal to his i dertaking,

and he has given to us a fine piece of work. One cannot but s€ that if the

entire series shall be executed upon a par with this portion, thei «an be lit-

tle lefi 10 be aesired."

—

Philadelphia Presbyterian Journal,
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'* T^e best commentary and the one most useful to the Bible

ttudent is The International Critical'*

—The Reformed Church Review.

ST. PETER AND ST. JUDE
By the Rev. CHARLES BIGG. D.D.

Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of Oxfont

Crown 8vo. Net, $2.50.

** His commentary is very satisfactory indeed. His notes are particularly

valuable. We know of no work on these Epistles which is so full and satis-

factory."

—

The Living Church,

** It shows an immense amount of research and acquaintanceship with the

views of the critical school."

—

Herald and Presbyter.

** This volume well sustains the reputation achieved by its predecessors.

The notes to the text, as well as the introductions, are marked by erudition

at once affluent and discriminating. "— The Outlook.

** Canon Bigg's work is pre-eminently characterized by judicial open-

mindedness and sympathetic insight into historical conditions. His realistic

interpretation of the relations of the apostles and the circumstances of the

early church renders the volume invaluable to students of these themes.

The exegetical work in the volume rests on the broad basis of careful lin-

guistic study, acquaintance with apocalyptic literature and the writings of

the Fathers, a sane judgment, and good sense."

—

American Journal of

Theology.

NUMBERS
By the Rev. Q. BUCHANAN GRAY, D.D.

Professor of Hebrew, Mansfield College, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

'* Most Bible readers have the impression that * Numbers' is a dull

book only relieved by the brilliancy of the Balaam chapters and some

snatches of old Hebrew songs, but, as Prof. Gray shows with admi-

rable skill and insight, its historical and religious value is not that

which lies on the surface. Prof. Gray's Commentary is distinguished

by fine scholarship and sanity of judgment ; it is impossible to

commend it too warmly."

—

Saturday Review {^London).



XLhe Ifntetnational

Xlbeoloaical Xibtar^.

EDITORS' PREFACE.

Theology has made great and rapid advances in recent

years. New lines of investigation have been opened up,

fresh light has been cast upon many subjects of the deepest

interest, and the historical method has been applied with

important results. This has prepared the way for a Library

of Theological Science, and has created the demand for it.

It has also made it at once opportune and practicable now

to secure the services of specialists in the different depart-

ments of Theology, and to associate them in an enterprise

which will furnish a record of Theological inquiry up to

date.

This Library is designed to cover the whole field of Chris-

tian Theology. Each volume is to be complete in itself,

while, at the same time, it will form part of a carefully

planned whole. One of the Editors is to prepare a volume

of Theological Encyclopaedia which will give the history

and literature of each department, as well as of Theology

as a whole.

The Library is intended to form a series of Text-Books

for Students of Theology.

The Authors, therefore, aim at conciseness and compact-

ness of statement. At the same time, they have in view
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that large and increasing class of students, in other depart-

ments of inquiry, who desire to have a systematic and thor-

ough exposition of Theological Science. Technical matters

will therefore be thrown into the form of notes, and the

text will be made as readable and attractive as possible.

The Library is international and interconfessional. It

will be conducted in a catholic spirit, and in the interests

of Theology as a science.

Its aim will be to give full and impartial statements both

of the results of Theological Science and of the questions

which are still at issue in the different departments.

The Authors will be scholars of recognized reputation in

the several branches of study assigned to them. They will

be associated with each other and with the Editors in the

effort to provide a series of volumes which may adequately

represent the present condition of investigation, and indi-

<-ate the way for further progress.

CHARLES A. BRIGGS.

STEWART D. F. SALMOND.

Theological Encyclopaedia. By Charles A. Briggs, D.D., D.Litt.,
Prof, of Theological Encyclopedia and
Symbolics, Union Theol. Seminary, N.Y.

An Introduction to the Literature of By S. R. Driver, D.D., D.Litt., Regius
the Old Testament. Professor of Hebrew, and Canon of

Christ Church, Oxford. {.Revised and
enlarged edition).

The Study of the Old Testament. By the Right Rev. Herbert Edward
Ryle, D.D., Lord Bishop of Winchester.

Old Testament History. By Henry Preserved Smith, D.D.,
Professor of Biblical Historv, Amherst
College, Mass. {Now ready.)

Contemporary History of the Old By Francis Brown, D.D., LL.D., D.Litt.,
Testament, Professor of Hebrew, Union Theological

Seminary, New York.

Theology of the Old TesUment. By the late A. B. Davidson, D.D., LL.D.,
Professor of Hebrew, New College,
Edinburgh. {Now ready.)
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An introduction to the Literature
of the New Testament.

Canon and Text of the New Testa-
ment.

The Life of Christ.

A History of Christianity in the
Apostolic Age.

Contemporary History of the New
Testament.

Theology of the New Testament.

Biblical Archaeology.

The Ancient Catholic Church.

The Later Catholic Church.

The Latin Church.

The Greek and Oriental Churches.

The Reformation.

Symbolics.

History of Christian Doctrine.

Christian Institutions.

Philosophy of Religion.

The History of Religions.

Apologetic*.

The Doctrine of Ood.

The Doctrine of Man.

The Doctrine of Christ.

The Doctrine of Salvation.

The Doctrine of the Future Life.

Christian Ethics.

The Christian Pastor and the Work-
ing Church.

The Christian Preacher.

Rabbinical Literature.

By S. D. F. Salmond, D.D., Principal of
the Free Church College, Aberdeen.
(In press.)

By Caspar RkniS Gregory, D.D., LL.D.,
Professor of New Testament Exegesis in
the University of Leipzig.

By William Sandav, D.D., LL.D.. Lady
Margaret Professor of Divinity, and
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford.

By Arthur C. McGiffert, D.D., Professor
of Church History, Union Theological
Seminary, New York. {Now ready.)

By Frank C. Porter, D.D., Professor of
Biblical Theology, Yale University, New
Haven, Conn.

By George B. Stevens, D.D.. Professor
of Systematic Theology. Yale University,
New Haven, Conn. (Now ready.)

By G. Buchanan Gray, D.D., Professor of
Hebrew, Mansfield College, Oxford.

By Robert Rainy, D.D.. LL.D., Principal
of the New College, Edinburgh. (Now
ready.)

By Robert Rainy, D.D. LL.D., Principal
of the New College, Edinburgh.

By the Right Rev. Archibald Robertson,
D.D., Lord Bishop of Exeter.

By W. F. Adeney, D.D., Professor of
Church History, New College, London.

By T. M. Lindsay, D.D., Principal of the
United Free College, Glasgow.

By Charles A. Briggs, D.D., D.Litt.,
Prof, of Theological Encyclopedia ajid
Symbolics, Union Theol. Seminary, N. Y.

By G. P. FiSHKR, D.D., LL.D., Professor
ofEcclesiastical History, Yale University,
New Haven, Conn. (Revised and #»-
larged edition.)

By A. V. G. Allen, D.D,, Professor of
Ecclesiastical History, P. E. Divinity
School, Cambridge, Mass. (Now ready.)

By Robert Flint, D.D., LL.D., sometime
Professor of Divinity in the University of

Edinburgh.

By George F. Moore, D.D., LL.D.,
Professor in Harvard University.

By the late A. B. Bruce, D.D., sometime
Professor of New Testament Exegesis,
Free Church College, Glasgow. (Revised
and enlarged edition.)

By William N. Clarke, D.D., Professor
of Systematic Theology, Hamilton The-
ological Seminary.

By William P. Paterson, D.D., Professor
of Divinity, University of Edinburg.

(Author will be announced later.)

By George B. Stevens, D.D., Professor of
Systematic Theology, Yale University.

{Ingress.)

By S. D. F. Salmond, D.D., Principal of

the United Free College, Aberdeen.

By Newman Smyth, D.D., Pastor of Con-
gregational Church, New Haven. (Re-
vised and enlarged edition.)

By Washington Gladden, D.D., Pastor
of Congre)?:ational Church, Columbus,
Ohio. (Now ready.)

(Author will be announced later.)

By S. Schechter, M.A., President of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York
City.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO

The Literature of the Old Testament

By Prof. S. R. DRIVER, D.D., D.Litt.

Canon of Christ Church, Oxford

New Edition Revised

Crown 8vo, 558 pages, $2.50 net

•• It is the most scholarly and critical work in the English lan-
guage on the literature of the Old Testament, and fully up to the
present state of research in Germany."—Prof. Philip Schaff, D.D.

•* Canon Driver has arranged his material excellently, is succinct
without being hurried or unclear, and treats the various critical prob-
lems involved with admirable fairness and good judgment."

—Prof. C. H. Toy.

"His judgment is singularly fair, calm, unbiassed, and inde-
pendent. It is also thoroughly reverential. . . . The service,

which his book will render in the present confusion of mind on this

great subject, can scarcely be overestimated."

—

The London Times.

"As a whole, there is probably no book in the English language
equal to this ' Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament'
for the student who desires to understand what the modern criticism

thinks about the Bible."—Dr. Lyman Abbott, in the Outlook,

"The book is one worthy of its subject, thorough in its treat-

ment, reverent in its tone, sympathetic in its estimate, frank in its

recognition of difficulties, conservative (in the best sense of the
word) in its statement of results."

—Prof. Henry P. Smj,th, in the Magazine of Christian Literature.

" In working out his method our author takes up each book in

order and goes through it with marvelous and microscopic care.

Every verse, every clause, word by word, is sifted and weighed, and
its place in the literary organism decided upon."

— The Presbyterian Quarterly.

" It contains just that presentation of the results of Old Testa-
ment criticism for which English readers in this department have
been waiting. . . . The whole book is excellent; it will be found
helpful, characterized as it is all through by that scholarly poise of

mind, which, when it does not know, is not ashamed to present de-

grees of probability."

—

New World.

*'
. . . Canon Driver's book is characterized throughout by

thorough Christian scholarship, faithful research, caution in the
expression of mere opinions, candor in the statement of facts and of
the necessary inferences from them, and the devout recognition of
the divine inworking in the religious life of the Hebrews, and of the
tokens of divine inspiration in the literature which records and em-
bodies it."—Dr. A. P. Peabody, in the Cambridge Tribune^
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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY
By HENRY PRESERVED SMITH, D.D.

PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL HISTORY AND INTERPRETATION, AMHERST COLLEGE

Crown 8vo, 538 pages, $2.50 net

This book gives a history of Old Testament times.

This it does by a narrative based upon those Bibli-

cal books which are historical in form. The nature

of these books is carefully considered, their data are

used according to historical methods, and the con-

clusions of recent criticism are set forth. The other

books of the Old Testament with the more impor-

tant of the Apocrypha are given their proper place

so far as they throw light on the development of

the Old Testament people.

" Professor Smith has, by his comprehensive and vitalized history,

iaid all who care for the Old Testament under great obligations."
— T/ie Independent.

" The volume is characterized by extraordinary clearness of con-
ception and representation, thorough scholarly ability, and charm
of style."

—

The Interior.

" Dr. Smith's volume is critical without being polemical, inter-

esting though not imaginative, scholarly without pedantry, and radi-

cal but not destructive. The author is himself an authority, and his

volume is the best single presentation with which we are familiar of

the modern view of Old Testament history."

—

The Outlook.

"This volume is the result of thorough study, is free from the
controversial spirit and from any evidence of desire to challenge older
theories of the Bible, is written in straightforward, clear style, does
not linger unduly in discussion of doubtful matters, is reverent and at

the same time fearless. If one has accepted the main positions of the
Higher Criticism, while he may still differ with Professor Smith's
conclusions here and there, he will find himself in accord with the

spirit of the author, whose scholarship and achievement he will

gladly honor."

—

The Congregationalist

.

*' We have a clear, interesting, instructive account of the growth
of Israel, embodying a series of careful judgments on the countless
problems that face the man who tries to understand the life of that

remarkable people. The ' History' takes its place worthily by the side

of Driver's Introduction. The student of today is to be congratulated
on having so valuable an addition made to his stock of tools."— The Expository Times.



The Theology of the Old Testament.
BY THE LATE

A. B. DAVIDSON, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D.

Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis, New College, Edinburgh.

EDITED FROM THE AUTHOR'S MANUSCRIPTS

BY

S. D. F. SALMOND, D.D., F.E.I.S.

Principal of the United Free Church College, Aberdeen.

Crown 8vo. 568 pages. $2,50 net,

** It is one of those monumental works whose publication the scholar hails

with gratitude. Principal Salmond has edited Professor Davidson's manu-
scripts with care and fidelity. It would require much more space than we
can give this volume in our crowded columns even to indicate the many points

in which this, one of the greatest of Hebrew scholars, shows himself a lineal

descendant and successor of the ancient prophets whom he loved so well; but

it is enough to say that the work is fitted by its scholarship and its tone to

become a standard in every theological seminary. Great pains have been
taken with the Hebrew text, so frequently quoted, and its use is distinctly

illuminative. His learning is never introduced to dazzle, but always to en-

lighten the reader."— TAe Interior.

" We hope every clergyman will not rest content till he has procured and
studied this most admirable and useful book. Every really useful question

relating to man— his nature, his fall, and his redemption, his present life of

grace, his life after death, his future life— is treated of. We may add that the

most conservatively inclined believer in the Old Testament will find nothing
in this book to startle him, while, at the same time, the book is fully cogni-

zant of the altered views regarding the ancient Scriptures. The tone is rever-

ent throughout, and no one who reads attentively can fail to derive fresh light

and benefit from the exposition here given."— The Canadian Churchman.
" Dr. Davidson was so keen a student, and yet so reverent as to his Bible,

that anything from his pen must be of profit. The book gives evidence that

his eyes were wide open to all modern research, but yet he was not led astray

by any of the vagaries of the schools. Through all the treatment of the

theme he remains conservative, while seeking to know the truth."— Examiner.
" No one can fail to gain immense profit from its careful study. We rejoice

that such a work is added to the store of helpful literature on the Old Testa-

ment, and we express the hope that it may find wide reading among ministers

and teachers of the Bible."— The Standard.

" In its treatment of Old Testament theology, there is nothing to equal it

in the English language, and nothing to surpass it in any language. While it

is prepared for scholars it will prove an education in the Old Testament to the

intelligent laymen or Sunday-school teachers who will give it a faithful read-

ing. The style is so clear that it cannot help but prove interesting. We com-
mend this book with a special prayer, believing that it will make the Old
Testament a richer book; and make the foundation upon which the teachings

of the New Testament stand more secure to every one who reads it."

— The Heidelberg Teacher.



ZU Snterndtionaf g^^ofogtcaf £i8rarg.

A HISTORY OF

CHRISTIANITY IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE

BY

ARTHUR CUSHMAN McGIFFERT, Ph.D., D.D.

fVasM>um Professor of Church History in the Union Theological Seminary, Ntw Ytvkt

Crown 8vo, 681 Pages, $2.50 Net.

** The author's work is ably done. . . . This volume is worthy of

its place in the series."

—

The Congregationalist.

' * Invaluable as a resume of the latest critical work upon the great forma-
tive period of the Christian Church."

—

The Christian World (London).

"There can be no doubt that this is a remarkable work, both on account
of the thoroughness of its c^'^ism and the boldness of its views."

— The Scotsman.

" The ability and learning of Proi'sssor McGiffert's work on the Apos-
tolic Age, and, whatever dissent there may be from its critical opinion, its

manUest sincerity, candid scholars will not fail to appreciate."—Dr. George P. Fisher, of Yale University.

" Pre-eminently a clergyman's book ; but there are many reasons why it

should be in the library of every thoughtful Christian person. The style

is vivid and at times picturesque. The results rather than the processes of

learning are exhibited. It is full of local color, of striking narrative, and of

keen, often brilliant, character analysis. It is an admirable book for the

Sunday-school teacher."

—

Boston Advertiser.

" For a work of such wide learning and critical accuracy, and which deals

wiih so many difficult and abstruse problems of Christian history, this is re-

markably readable."

—

The Independe7tt.

"It is certain that Professor McGiffert's work has set the mark for

future effort in the obscure fields of research into Christian origin."—New York Tribune.

** Dr. McGiffert has produced an able, scholarly, suggestive, and con-
structive work. He is in thorough and easy possession of his sources and
materials, so that his positive construction is seldom interrupted by citations,

the demolition of opposing views, or the irrelevant discussion of subordmate
questions."

—

T'he Methodist Review.

"The clearness, self-consistency, and force of the whole impression of

Apostolic Christianity with which we leave this book, goes far to guarantee
its permanent value and success."

—

The Exi^ositor.
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THEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT,

By GEORGE B, STEVENS, D.D.

Professor of Systematic Theology, Yale University*

Crown 8vo, 480 pages, $2.50 net.

•*In style it is rarely clear, simple, and strong, adapted alike to the gen-

eifd reader and the theological student. The former class will find it read-

able and interesting to an unusual degree, while the student will value its

thorough scholarship and completeness of treatment. His work has a sim-

plicity, beauty, and freshness that add greatly to its scholarly excellence and

worth."

—

Christian Advocate.

" Professor Stevens is a profound student and interpreter of the Bible, as

far as possible divested of any prepossessions concerning its message. In

his study of it his object has been not to find texts that might seem to bol-

ster up some system of theological speculation, but to find out what the

writers of the various books meant to say and teach."

—

JV. V. Tribune,

"It is a fine example of painstaking, discriminating, impartial research

and statement."

—

The Congregationalist.

•' Professor Stevens has given us a very good book. A liberal conser-

vative, he takes cautious and moderate positions in the field of New Testa-

ment criticism, yet is admirably fair-minded. His method is patient and

tnorough. He states the opinions of those who differ from him with care

and clearness. The proportion of quotation and reference is well adjusted

and the reader is kept well informed concerning the course of opinion with-

out being drawn away from the text of the author's own thought. His

ludgments on difficult questions are always put with self-restraint and

sobriety."

—

The Churchman.

*' It will certainly take its place, after careful reading, as a valuable

»vnopsis, neither bare nor over-elaborate, to which recourse will be had by

the student or teacher who requires within moderate compass the gist oi

modern research. "

—

The Literary WorltU
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THE ANCIENT CATHOLIC CHURCH
From the Accession of Trajan to the Fourth

General Council (A.D. 98-451)

By ROBERT RAINY, D.D.
Principal of the New College, Edinburgh.

Crown 8vo. 554 Pages. Net, $3.50.

"This is verily and indeed a book to thank God for ; and if anybody has
been despairing of a restoration of true catholic unity in God's good time, it

is a book to fill him with hope and confidence."

—

The Church Standard,

•' Principal Rainy has written a fascinating book. He has the gifts of an
historian and an expositor. His fresh presentation of so intricate and time-

worn a subject as Gnosticism grips and holds the attention from first to last.

Familiarity with most of the subjects which fall to be treated within these

limits of Christian history had bred a fancy that v/e might safely and profit-

ably skip some of the chapters, but we found ourselves returning to close up
the gaps ; we should advise those who are led to read the book through this

notice not to repeat our experiment. It is a dish of well-cooked and well-

seasoned meat, savory and rich, wii.h abundance of gravy; and, while no
one wishes to be a glutton, he will miss something nutritious if he does not
take time to consume it al\."-^Methodist Eeview.

"It covers the period from 98-451 a.d., with a well-marked order, and
is written in a downright style, simple and unpretentious. Simplicity, in-

deed, and perspicuity are the keynotes, and too great burden of detail is

avoided. A very fresh and able book."

—

The Nation.

*'The International Theological Library is certainly a very valuable collec-

tion of books on the science of Theology. And among the set -^^ good books,

Dr. Rainy's volume on The Ancient Catholic Church jb entitled to a high
place. We know of no one volume which contains ao much matter which
is necessary to a student of theology."

—

The Living Church.

•• Of course, a history so condensed is not to be read satisfactorily in a day
or even a week. The reader often will find ample food for thought for a
day or more in what he may have read in two hours. But the man who
will master the whole book will be amply rewarded, and will be convinced
that he has been consorting with a company of the world's greatest men,
and has attained an accurate knowledge of one of the world's greatest and
most important periods."—Or/j-Z/^w Intelligencer.

** As a compend of church history for the first five centuries, this volume
will be found most useful, for ready reference, both to those who possess

the more elaborate church histories, and for the general information desired

by a wider reading public ; while the temperate presentations of the author's

own theories upon disputed points are in themselves of great value."

—

Bibliotheca Sacra.

" Principal Rainy of the New College, Edinburgh, is one of the foremost
scholars of Great Britain, and in Scotland, his home, he is regarded by his

countrymen as the chief figure in their ecclesiastical life. There can be
little doubt that this recent volume will enhance his reputation and serve to

introduce him to a wider circle of friends."

—

Congregationaltst, Boston,



History of Christian Doctrine.
BY

GEORGE P. FISHER. D.D., LL.D.,

Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History In Yale University.

Crown 8vo, 583 pages, $2.50 net.

" He gives ample proof of rare scholarship. Many of the old doc-
trines are restated with a freshness, lucidity and elegance of style
which make it a very readable book."

—

TAe New York Observer,

** Intrinsically this volume is worthy of a foremost place m our
modern literature . . . We have no work on the subject in English
eoual to it, for variety and range, clearness of statement, judicious
guidance, and catholicity of tone."

—

London Nonconformist and Inde-

pendents

'• It is only just to say that Dr. Fisher has produced the best His-
tor} of Doctrine that we have in English."

—

The New York Evangelist.

•'It is to me quite a marvel how a book of this kind (Fisher's
•History of Christian Doctrine') can be written so accurately to

scale. It could only be done by one who had a very complete com-
mand of all the periods."—Prof. William Sanday, Oxford.

••It presents so many new and fresh points and is so thoroughly
treated, and brings into view contemporaneous thought, especially
the American, that it is a pleasure to read it, and will be an equal
pleasure to go back to it again and again."

—

Bishop John F. Hurst.

• Throughout there is manifest wide reading, careful prepara-
tion, spirit and good judgment,"

—

Philadelphia Presbyterian.

•• The language and style are alike delightfully fresh and easy
. . . A book which will be found both stimulating and instructive
to the student of theology."

—

The Churchman.

•• Professor Fisher has trained the public to expect the excellen
cies of scholarship, candor, judicial equipoise and admirable lucidity
and elegance of style in whatever comes from his pen. But in the
present work he has surpassed himself."

—

Prof. J. H. Thayer, of
Harvard Divinity School.

•• It meets the severest standard; there is fullness of knowledge,
thorough research, keenly analytic thought, and rarest enrichment
for a positive, profound and learned critic. There is interpretative
and revealing sympathy. It is of the class of works that mark epochs
in their several departments."

—

The Outlook,

" As a first study of the History of Doctrine, Pr^rfessor Fisher's
volume has the merit of being full, accurate and interesting."

—Prof. Marcus Dods

"... He gathers up, reorganizes and presents the results of

tavestigation in a style rarely full of literary charm."— The Interior*



CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS.

By ALEXANDER V. Q. ALLEN. D.D.

Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the Episcopal Theological School
in Cambridge.

Crown 8vo, 577 pages, $2.50 net.

** Professor Allen's Christian Institutions may be regarded as tht mos
important permanent contribution which the Protestant Episcopal Charch
of the United States has yet made to general theological thought. In a few
particulars it will not command the universal, or even the general assent of

discriminating readers ; but it will receive, as it deserves, the respect and
appreciation of those who rightly estimate the varied, learned, and independ-

ent spirit of the author."

—

The American Journal of Theology.

" As to his method there can be no two opinions, nor as to the broad,

critical, and appreciative character of his study. It is an immensely sug-

gestive, stimulating, and encouraging piece of work. It shows that modern
scholarship is not all at sea as to results, and it presents a worthy view of a
great and noble subject, the greatest and noblest of all subjects."

—

The In-
dependent.

*• This will at once take its place among the most valuable volumes in the
* International Theological Library,' constituting in itself a very complete

epitome both of general church history and of the history of doctrines.

. . . A single quotation well illustrates the brilliant style and the pro-

found thought of the book."

—

The Bibliotheca Sacra.

" The wealth of learning, the historical spirit, the philosophic grasp, the

loyalty to the continuity of life, which everywhere characterize this thorough
study of the organization, creeds, and cultus constituting Christian Institu-

tion. . . . However the reader may differ with the conclusions of the

author, few will question his painstaking scholarship, judicial temperament,
and catholicity of Christian spirit."

—

The Advance.

•' It is an honor to American scholarship, and will be read by all who
wish to be abreast of the age."

—

The Lutheran Church Review.

" With all its defects and limitations, this is a most illuminating and sug-

gestive boqk on a subject of abiding interest."

—

The Christian Intelli-

gencer.^''

"It is a treasury of expert knowledge, arranged in an orderly and lucid

manner, and more than ordinarily readable. . . . It is controlled by the

candid and critical spirit of the careful historian who, of course, has his

convictions and preferences, but who makes no claims in their behalf which
the facts do not seem to warrant."

—

The Congregationalist.

" He writes in a charming style, and has collected a vast amount of im-
portant material pertaining to his subject which can be found in no other
work in so compact a ioxxsi.^'rTTJu New York Observer.
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Apologetics;

Or, Christianity Defensively Stated.

By the late ALEXANDER BALMAIN BRUCE, D.D..

Pr«fe8Sor of Apologetics and New Testament Exegesis, Free Church Colleg*,
Qlasgow ; Author of " The Training of the Twelve," "The Humilia-

tion of Christ," •• The Kingdom of Ood," etc.

Crown 8vo, 528 pages, $2.50 net.

I'rofessor Bruce's work is not an abstract treatise on apologetics,
but an apologetic presentation of the Christian faith, with reference
to whatever in our intellectual environment makes faith difficult at
the present time.

It addresses itself to men whose sympathies are with Christianity,

and discusses the topics of pressing concern—the burning questions
of the hour. It is offered as an aid to faith rather than a buttress of
received belief and an armory of weapons for the orthodox believer.

" The book throughout exhibits the methods and the results of
conscientious, independent, expert and devout Biblical scholarship,

and it is of permanent value."

—

The Congregationalist.

*
' The practical value of this book entitles it to a place in the

first rank."

—

The Independent.

" A patient and scholarly presentation of Christianity under
aspects best fitted to commend it to 'ingenuous and truth-loving
minds.' "— The Nation.

*'The book is well-nigh indispensable to those who propose to
keep abreast of the times."

—

Western Christian Advocate.

"Professor Bruce does not consciously evade any difficulty,

and he constantly aims to be completely fair-minded. For this

reason he wins from the start the strong confidence of the reader."

—

Advance.

*' Its admirable spirit, no less than the strength of its arguments,
will go far to remove many of the prejudices or doubts of those who
are outside of Christianity, but who are, nevertheless, not infidels."

—

New York Tribune.

" In a word, he tells precisely what all intelligent persons wish to

know, and tells it in a clear, fresh and convincing manner. Scarcely
anyone has so successfully rendered the service of showing what
the result of the higher cnticism is for the proper understanding of

the history and religion of Israel."

—

Andoner Review.

f
•' We have not for a long time taken a book in hand that is more

stimulating to faith. . . . Without commenting further, we repeat
that this volume is the ablest, most scholarly, most advanced, and
sharpest defence of Christianity that has ever been written. Nc
theological library should be without it."-r-^«V>«*j Herald.
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Christian Ethics,

By NEWMAN SMYTH, D.D., New Haven.

Crown 8vo, 508 pages, $2.50 net.

" As this book is the latest, so it is the fullest and most attractive
treatment of the subject that we are familiar with. Patient and ex-
haustive in its method of inquiry, and stimulating and suggestive in
the topic it handles, we are confident that it will be a help to the
task of the moral understanding and interpretation of human life."— TAg Living Church.

'* This book of Dr. Newman Smyth is of extraordinary interest and
value. It is an honor to American scholarship and American Chris-
tian thinking. It is a work which has been wrought out with re-

markable grasp of conception, and power of just analysis, fullness of

information, richness of thought, and affluence of apt and luminous
illustration. Its style is singularly clear, simple, facile, and strong.
Too much gratification can hardly be expressed at the way the author
lifts the whole subject of ethics up out of the slough of mere natural-
ism into its own place, where it is seen to be illumined by the Chris-
tian revelation and vision."

—

The Advance.

•' The subjects treated cover the whole field of moral and spiritual re.

lations, theoretical and practical, natural and revealed, individual and social,

civil and ecclesiastical. To enthrone the personal Christ as the true content

of the ethical ideal, to show how this ideal is realized in Christian conscious-

ness and how applied in the varied departments of practical life—these are

the main objects of the book and no. objects could be loftier."

— The Congregationalist

*' The author has written with competent knowledge, with great spiritual

insight, and in a tone of devoutness and reverence worthy of his theme.

"

— The London Independent.

" It is methodical, comprehensive, and readable ; few subdivisions,

.-^idirect or indi'-ect, are omitted in the treatment of the broad theme, and
though it aims to be an exhaustive treatise, and not a popular handbook, it

may be perused at random with a good deal of suggestiveness and profit."— The Sunday School Times

" It reflects great credit on the author, presenting an exemph.ry temper
and manner throughout, being a model of clearness in thought and term,

and containing passages of exquisite finish."

—

Hartford Seminary Kecon,',

" We commend this book to all reading, intelligent men, aw' especi H*

to ministers, who will find in it many fresh suggestions."—Professor A. E BRl'Ct
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IHE CHRISTIAN PASTOR AND THE,

WORKING CHURCH

By WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D.D., LL.D.

Author of '* Applied Christianity," "Who Wrote the Bible?" "Ruling

Ideas of the Presein, Age," etc.

Crown 8vo, 485 pages, $2.5o net.

" Dr. Gladden may be regarded as an expert and an authority on practi-

^1 theology. . . . Upon the whole we judge that it will be of great

service to the ministry of all the Protestant churches."

—

The Interior,

" Packed with wisdom and instruction and a profound piety. . . .

It is pithy, pertinent, and judicious from cover to cover. . . . An ex-

ceedingly comprehensive, sagacious, and suggestive study and application

of its theme."

—

The Congregationalist.

*• We have here, for the pastor, the most modern practical treatise yet

published—sagacious, balanced, devout, inspiring."

—

The Dial.

*' His long experience, his eminent success, his rare literary ability, and
his diligence as a student combine to make of this a model book for its pur-

pose. . . . We know not where the subjects are more wisely discussed

than here."

—

The Bibliotheca Sacra.

"This book should be the vade tnecunt of every working pastor. It

abounds in wise counsels and suggestions, the result of large experience

and observation. No sphere of church life or church work is left untreated."—The (Canadian) Methodist Magazine and Review.

** A happier combination of author and subject, it will be acknowledged,

can hardly be found. ... It is comprehensive, practical, deeply

spiritual, and fertile in wise and suggestive thought upon ways and means
of bringing the Gospel to bear on the lives of men."

—

The Christian Ad'
vacate.

" Dr. Gladden writes with pith and point, but with wise moderation, a

genial tone and great good sense. . . The book is written in an exceU

lent, business-like and vital English style, which carries the author's point

and purpose and has an attractive vitality of its own."

—

The Independent.

" A comprehensive, inspiring, and helpful guide to a busy pastor. One
Snds in it a multitude of practical suggestions for the development of thfr

spiritual and working life of the Church, and the answer to many problem*

that are a constant perplexity to the faithful minister."

The Christian Intelligencer
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